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Abstract 

In the summer of 197 3 the National and Historic Parks Branch 

of the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs supported a 

three-month archaeological survey of Prince Albert National 

Park. This report presents the final results of that survey. 

Besides containing a description and interpretation of the 

material recovered in the field, the report contains an ob­

jective evaluation of the archaeological resources of the Park. 

Central to this evaluation is an examination of the factors 

which lend the archaeological data their particular character 

and whose combined effects pose a tremendous handicap for 

anyone concerned with presenting meaningful and valid inter­

pretations of the human history of the area. 

Recommendations for the preservation or development of 

the sites located are presented where deemed appropriate. A 

possible course of action for the development of the main site, 

FlNn-6, is proposed. 
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Introduction 

The 19 73 season represented the second major season of 

archaeological survey of Prince Albert National Park. In 

19 71 a crew from the University of Saskatchewan, directed by 

M. Forsman, located and recorded a total of 75 sites. Nine of 

these were tested. The planned expansion of tourist facilities 

in the vicinity of the First Narrows on Waskesiu Lake and the 

improvement of the Elk Trail route in the southern portion of 

the Park were the prime factors which led to the cause for 

concern by Park authorities over the salvage and preservation 

of the archaeological resources of the Park. Added to this 

was the interest shown towards the possible development of 

these resources. 

The possibility of carrying out a survey of Prince Albert 

National Park was made known to the writer by Leo F. Pettipas, 

who had been instrumental in directing the archaeological 

surveys of Fading Mountain National Park since 19 71. Originally, 

it had been expected that two other graduate students would 

work on the survey, but because of the late date at which the 

contract was approved and the subsequent commitment of the 

students to other projects, the crew, aside from the writer, 

ultimately comprised two advanced undergraduate students in 

Anthropology—Robert Mayer of the University of Manitoba and 

Ian Stark of the University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon Campus. 

Despite these minor delays and the inconveniences caused by a 

season of above normal precipitation, almost three full months 

of work were carried out in the Park. 

The survey was conducted in agreement with the project 

1 



requirements as outlined in the 19 73 contract (see Appendix A). 

Areas slated for development were specified in the contract 

and additional critical areas were brought to the writer's 

attention by the Park officials at Waskesiu. All of these places 

received thorough inspection. Many areas yielded no archaeo­

logical evidence. Where sites were located, they were evaluated 

for their salvage and development potential on the basis of 

surficial evidence and, where necessary, on the basis of 

extensive testing. 

The objectives of the survey were to determine as fully 

as possible the location, type and chronological position of 

archaeological sites and the predictable impact upon them by 

road and other kinds of development and, equally important, 

how these sites can best be developed so that they may become 

an important factor in the public interpretive program of the 

Park. 

The present report is intended first of all to be a 

statement of the results of the 1973 survey, dealing specific­

ally with the findings and recommendations; it is designed to 

be informative to persons concerned with the expansion of 

tourist facilities and roads or with the development of the 

archaeological resources. The report goes beyond a mere 

description of the material recovered during the survey; it 

contains a quantity of substantive data which would be 

pertinent to the development of the major site tested—FlNn-6. 

The latter was represented by two phases of human history: 

a phase of Native history (or prehistory), and a later phase 

of Native-White history. 

Admittedly, due to the nature of the preservation of the 

archaeological record, reliance has been placed on ethnographic 

sources for the reconstruction of possible subsistence 

activities, seasonal movement, lithic technology, social 

organization and other aspects of former human habitation. 
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Illustrations are included in order to better communicate some 

examples of possible domestic activities. 

The reconstruction of human activities within the Park 

during the historic Native-White phase of occupation is a 

separate project and will only be touched upon briefly here. 

It is one area where additional archival research may prove 

fruitful. 

While it will become evident that the Park has a long 

period of human history, it will also become evident that 

major gaps exist—gaps which could only be filled by future 

work both inside and outside the Park boundaries. 

The Ecology of Prince Albert National Park 

Introduction 

A full appreciation of the nature of past human occupation of 

Prince Albert National Park requires a general familiarity 

with the past and current ecological situations of this area. 

Such information is basic to understanding the particular 

types, or latitudes of possible types, of exploitative and 

social systems of the past inhabitants, as well as the adaptive 

changes these had to undergo in response to changes in the 

natural and social environments and to major historic events. 

Location 

Prince Albert National Park comprises an area of 1,496 square 

miles in central Saskatchewan between 53°35" and 54°20' north 

latitude and 106° to 106°42' longitude west of the Principal 

Meridian. It forms a rectangle of land extending 30 miles 

east-west and 50 miles north-south, some 40 miles north of 

Prince Albert (Figure 1) . 
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Figure 1. The location of Prince Albert National Park within Central Canada. 



Topography and Surficial Geology 

The Park is situated in an area of rolling to hilly terrain 

that forms a divide between two major river systems, the 

Churchill and the North Saskatchewan. Much of the land is 

above 1800 feet above sea level in elevation with local hills 

such as the Waskesiu Hills south of Waskesiu Lake and the 

Thunder Hills, which extend beyond the northern boundaries of 

the Park, reaching elevations in excess of 2 300 feet a.s.l. 

Generally lower land surrounds these hills. West of the 

Sturgeon River system, the land again rises to form the 

Mostoos and the Thickwood Hills, which are a part of the 

Missouri Coteau. To the east of Montreal Lake, the Cub and 

Wapawekka Hills rise over 50 0 feet above the surrounding 

plains to elevations of 2000 to 2 400 feet above sea level. 

Two principal natural agencies were responsible for the 

formation of the landscape features of this part of Saskat­

chewan. Along the western limits of the Park, the Sturgeon 

River and the Cowan and Delaronde Lakes occupy topographic 

features which had been formed by streams flowing eastward 

from the Rocky Mountains and later modified by Pleistocene 

glaciation (Whitaker and Christiansen 19 72). Within the Park 

much of the landscape reflects the erosional and depositional 

actions of the continental glaciers and the meltwaters of 

these glaciers. Ribbed, hummocky, dead-ice and disintegration 

moraines provide relief at the local level (Kupsch 1969: 50-1). 

Bedrock Geology 

Except for some shale deposits exposed along the roadside of 

the highway branching to the northwest from Provincial Highway 

No. 2 at the northeast corner of the Park, all other areas 

within and adjacent to the Park that were examined showed that 

glacial tills everywhere obscured the bedrock formations. The 
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till is underlain by shales of Cretaceous age. To the north, 

at the south end of Lac la Ronge, dolomites and limestones of 

Devonian age make up the exposed bedrock formations. Byres, 

Caldwell and Kupsch (1969: 46) show that the Precambrian 

formations comprising the metamorphic and igneous rocks of 

the Canadian Shield occur along the north and east shore of 

Lac la Ronge and extend north and east to make up the bedrock 

formations of most of northern Saskatchewan. These formations 

are characterized by occurrences of granites, quartz diorite, 

gabbro, arkose, greywacke, quartzite, schists, gneisses and 

other sedimentary, volcanic and metamorphic rocks. A great 

expanse of Athabasca sandstone, siltstone and shale is found 

south and southeast of Lake Athabasca. 

The bedrock and surficial geology was an important factor 

in the movement of past populations, particularly where drain­

age systems were determined to a large extent by these 

features. They were also a key factor in the overall ecology 

of the past inhabitants because of their influence on biotic 

and other resources. As will be discussed further on, the 

lithic technology reflects to some degree the adjustments 

prehistoric peoples had to make to the rather poor quality of 

the lithic resources that were locally available to them in 

this part of Saskatchewan. 

Climate 

Prince Albert National Park lies within the Dfc or "Gold Snow 

Forest" climatic region (Chakravarti 1969: 52-60). Coniferous 

forests are characteristic of this climatic region. Seasonal 

extremes in temperatures reflect the continental aspect of 

the climate. Summers are cool and very short, with less than 

four months over 50° F mean temperature. The frostfree period 

is less than 80 days, and freezing may be expected even in the 
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warmest month of the year. The mean normal daily temperature 

in January is around -3° F, while in July it is between 60° F 

and 65°F. 

In terms of precipitation, the Park lies within the Dry 

Subhumid moisture region, which covers much of the province of 

Saskatchewan (Chakravarti 1969: 52, 60). Most of the 12-16 

inches of precipitation fall during the late spring and 

summer months. 

The Biotic Elements 

Flora 

Copeland and Rowe (1969: 74) identify four major forest zones 

of Saskatchewan, two of which lie within the geologic region 

of the Canadian Shield. Prince Albert National Park occurs 

within the mixedwood forest zone, which is found south of the 

Canadian Shield where the underlying soft bedrock has led to 

the deposition of deeper soils which support a richer growth 

of conifers and broadleaf trees on grey-wooded (podzolic) 

soils. South of this is the aspen belt, a zone which is 

dominated by aspen poplar and which is a zone of transition 

from boreal forest to parkland. 

In point of fact, the Park lies within a zone of transition, 

for the conifers form a dominant element in the northern part 

of the Park while deciduous forms are more significant elements 

in the southern section (Figure 2). The dominant trees of the 

mixed forest section include, in the drier areas, jackpine 

{Pinus bank si an a) , white spruce {Pioea glauoa) , aspen {Populus 

tremuloides and P. balsamifera) and shrubs such as Saskatoon 

(Amelanchier alnifolia), hazel (Corylus oornuta), cherry 

{Prunus spp.) and a host of other shrubs and forbs. Other 
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Figure 2. Map of the Western In t e r io r of Canada showing the posi t ion of the 
open aspen parkland b e l t s i tua ted between the Northern Plains and the Boreal 
Forest (from Ray 19 71). 


