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Introduction 

There are three natural divisions into which cartographic 

material relating to the National Park falls. The first divi­

sion includes the French maps and those English maps up to the 

time of Samuel Holland's survey of the Island of St. John in 

1764-65. The second division begins with Samuel Holland's 

survey of 1765, and carries through the remainder of the Island's 

days as a colony. The final division then consists largely of 

those maps emanating from Federal and Provincial sources such 

as the Federal Department of the Interior or the Prince Edward 

Island Travel Bureau. 
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Chapter One: Development of Maps of P.E.I. 

First Division 1601-1775 

Prince Edward Island first appeared on a map as a tiny part of 

the Levasseur world map of 1601. This is documented in W.F. 

Ganong Crucial Maps in the Early Cartography and Place Nomen­

clature of the Atlantic Coast of Canada. 

The Magdelen group has two Cartier names,... 

and also an Y.S. Jean which despite its anomalous 

position (probably laid down from report) is 

clearly our Prince Edward Island, first appearing 
1 on a map. 

Several years passed before Champlain in 1632 more accurately 

defined and placed the Island. 

"Champlain in his maps of 1604 finds no place 

for Isle St. Jean. His map of 1612 reveals it 

as a speck off the coast of Acadia, and it is 

only in his map of 1632 that it is correctly 
2 

placed, carefully outlined and definitely named. 

There was little progress in mapping Prince Edward Island 

or Isle St. Jean during the 17th century. Indeed, until Samuel 

Holland's survey of 1765 the several French maps and the few 

English succeed only in varying degrees to represent the general 

shape of Prince Edward Island. There are nine such maps listed 
3 

xn Chapter Two of this report. Useful information first 

appears on the 1751 maps, Carte De L'isle St. Jean, surveyor 

unknown. (PACH3/204-1751). Offshore islands separated by 

channels on the north shore begin to appear in this map. (Fig. 

1) Tracadie and Havre St. Pierre are marked and there is a 

portage between the two. There seems to have been a settlement 
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between Tracadie and R. du Nord-Est. 

The next map of significance is the 1764 English presenta­

tion of information on the largely French settlement on the 

Island, A Sketch of the Island of St. Johns in the Gulf of St. 

Lawrence, surveyor unknown (PAC H3/204-1764). On a larger 

scale it is not much more accurate than the 1751 attempt but 

what is extraordinary about it (Fig. 2) is the tremendous 

amount of land cleared in general and on the West shore of the 

Harbour of Tracadie in particular. Compared with the 1751 map, 

this map gives a much less accurate picture of the bays and 

waterways of the National Park area. It does, however, place 

"Petit Restico" and "Grand Restico" on the map even though 

distances are quite inaccurate. The distance between Petit and 

Grand "Restico" is double that between "Petit Restico" and 

Harbour of Tracadie. What seems to be represented is cleared 

land at both Harbour of Tracadie and "Petit Restico" and accord­

ing to this map of all points in between. This map is the 

first to record sand bars, with one at the entrance to the 

Harbour of Tracadie. In fact the notation "11 feet" appears at 

the Harbour mouth. The other significant detail is the church 

and the cleared land called Hillsborough in the area settled 

soon after by the Glenaladale Scots. The amount of cleared 

land on the map in general seems to be exaggerated, it being 

more likely that the cleared portions were at this time less in 

large blocks and more in small patches more highly dispersed. 

On the other hand it does provide a picture of the legacy of 

the Acadians following the expulsion of 1758. 

The only other of the pre-Holland maps which gives infor­

mation is the undated Carte De L'isle De St. Jean (PAC - S.H. 

Port F. 125-8-2 204 N.D.) surveyor unknown. With a degree of 

accuracy similar to the previous mentioned maps it denotes "R. 

Tracadie", to the West of it "R. Touboutouinee" (Hunter R.?) 

and half the distance to the East again "R. Gurguebougouet" 

(Stanley R?) it is impossible to say which rivers are referred 

3 



to in this case. 

No maps prior to Samuel Holland's 1775 publication of his 

1765 surveys were noted for their accuracy. Considering the 

amount of activity especially after the influx of Acadians 

which occurred during the early 1750s, it is unfortunate that 

no maps of the area in question, other than the few general 

ones listed, were produced. There was no capable land surveyor 
4 

in the colony at the time. It was not until the English and 

Captain Holland arrived that a great need was filled. The 

results of his survey are remarkable by comparison. 

Second Division 1775-1873 

It was the British Colonial period which produced the bulk of 

the extant cartographic materials encompassing the National 

Park area. The maps and charts included in this division 

actually extend beyond the 187 3 cut-off date in the case of lot 

maps or portions thereof. These are maps from local sources 

such as the land registry office. They generally represent 

smaller areas and although later than the 1874 Map of P.E.I. 

compiled for the Post Master General, by John Dewe they seem 

more suited to this division. 

Captain Samuel Holland's survey of the northern portion of 

British territories in North America was deemed necessary to 

facilitate settlement of the lands, including the Island of St. 

John, formally ceded to Great Britain by the Treaty of Paris 

1763. Captain Holland was charged with surveying the Island 

and dividing it into counties, parishes and townships. The work 

was begun in 1764 and completed in 1766 while the photograph of 

the National Park Area (Fig. 3) is of a version of the map 

published in 1775. 

Holland's map is a very important map relative to the 

human history of the National Park area because it marks the 

beginning of what were intended to be concentrated efforts to 

4 



settle all lands of the Island. The detail, though far from 

perfect due mainly to the difficulties of inland travel, is 

readily identifiable as Prince Edward Island as opposed to 

earlier efforts where the outline only vaguely resembled the 

actual physical characteristics. Coastal detail including 

bays, rivers, coves, water depths, sand bars and their relative 

positions are for the first time represented by this map. Al­

though the whole of the National Park area falls within Queen's 

County it lies within three parishes, Grenville, Charlotte and 

Bedford. Also the Northern extremities of seven townships, 

numbers 22, 23, 24, 33, 34,35 and 36 are now a part of the 

Park. 

Holland is responsible for naming several of the geograph­

ical features of the area. In addition he includes the loca­

tion of three mills one in each of lots 34, 35, and 36. Other 

signs of human activity are the tiny structures, presumably 

representing houses which he has drawn clustered together on 

Bedford Bay, close to Stanhope Cove, and two large individual 

structures near York Town and Petershams Cove, Lot 33. Finally 

there are roads, remarkably straight and wide, they are clearly 

only approximations nevertheless one leads to Harris Bay straight 

through the centre of Lot 33 and the other leads to the present 

day Stanhope-Covehead area through Lot 34. These representations 

of the roads were road allowances normally included in any 

survey. 

General P.E.I. Maps 

Sub-Sections: 

The maps of the British Colonial period may be divided into 

several subsections. There are the general maps of the whole 

of the Island and there are the maps and the plans of lots, or 

townships, roads and coastal areas. First we look at the 
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general maps taking us up to 1903, then we backtrack to the 

1790s and look at the map of specific areas. 

It was not until 1851 that another survey of the whole of 
5 the Island was undertaken and a map produced. This time it 

was H.J. Cundall who did the work and the results indicate the 

movement of human settlement to all points on the Island. (Fig. 

4) There are many roads and the rivers are traced inland to 

their sources. In addition to the roads many churches and 

mills are indicated. Although many principal roads such as the 

Rustico Road, the Brackley Point Road, the Covehead Road, and 

the Sandhills Road are named there is not the proliferation of 

community names which appear later. It is interesting to note 

that Rustico Island is here called Peters Island. The shape 

and extent of the sand dunes blocking entrance to the four 

major bays is becoming clearer in this map. 

Prince Edward Island was mapped on an even larger scale in 

1863 when C.E. Lake surveyed the Island and produced what is 

commonly known as the "Lake Map." It is notable for its detail 

and the inclusion of the names of rural residents at their 

place of residence. It also indicated the presence of black­

smith shops over and above what the Cundall map of 1851 had 

indicated. In addition the presence of Post Offices is indicated. 

There is no evidence as to the existence of place names more 

local than the Post Office areas. The Lake Map gives water 

depths along the coast and in bays and harbours. 

There were many maps made of specific areas of the Island. 

There are no French maps of areas encompassed by the National 

Park but there are a great many Lot or Township maps, maps of 

proposed roads, and maps of coastal area including Hydrographic 

Surveys generated by the British colonizers. The introductory 

paragraphs to Chapter Two of this report explain which of these 

maps are listed in that chapter. 
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Lot or Township Maps: 

Five examples of these maps exist for Lots 22, 23, 24, 33, 35 

the earliest being c. 1790 and the latest being 1847. (See 

Figs. 5-9) These maps give excellent views of the National 

Park area including detail of some of the fragile coast lines 

seen almost two hundred years ago. They also show growth in 

settlement from little more than remnants of French settlement 

in the c. 1790 Lot 35 map, surveyor unknown, to much greater 

settlement in the 1847 map of Lot 33 by Joseph Ball. Of par­

ticular interest on the Lot 35 map is the Burying Ground close 

to the mouth of the harbour. There were many more maps of 

parts of each of these lots most of them adding to the story of 

the settling of the area. They are listed in a separate part 

of this report. 

Coastal Areas: 

Two of the four maps listed on pages 17 and 18 of this report 

were chosen to illustrate this category. (PAPEI D-204.76-1837) 

The plan of the Tracadie Sandhills by Daniel Hickey shows the 

division into lots indicating planned human use of the Sand 

Dune system for purposes of pursuing the fishery. (Fig. 10) 

The second example is a much later plan outlining the Depart­

ment of Public Works proposal for a breakwater at Rustico 

Harbour entrance in 1875. (H3/240). (Fig. 11) This plan 

shows clearly the extent of Rustico Island at that time. Fur­

ther Public Works plans may become available, however, their 

number is unknown and they are currently not easily retrievable 

through the Public Archives of Canada. 

Roads: 

The growth in the number of roads accurately tells the story of 

the progress of human settlement in the early part of the 
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nineteenth century. By mid-century as can be seen by Figures 4 

& 8 (Cundall 1851 and Lot 33 1847) many of the Island's roads 

were established. Figure 12 shows one of the first roads surveyed 

in Prince Edward Island. Similar plans exist for some roads in 

the Rustico, New Glasgow and New London Areas. 

Coastal Charts: 

There have been only two charts located to date and they are 

shown in Figures 13 & 14. Figure 13 is a portion of a Hydro-

graphic Survey by Captain Bayfield done in 1847 entitled "Gulf 

of St. Lawrence and Eastern Parts of Northumberland Strait, 

Malpeque to East Point." (PANS) The second was dated fifty 

three (53) years later in 1900 done by an unknown U.S. concern. 

(PANS P.E.I. Chart C. 1900 H.O. U.S.A. 1099) Both these charts 

clearly indicate the changes in the fragile coastal area. 

(Fig. 14) 

Third Division 1873-1946 

The maps of the third division are largely the maps of the 20th 

century. They tend to be maps of the whole Island and defined 

by source they originate with a Federal Government Department 

or they are Prince Edward Island Road Maps. The first postal 

map of Prince Edward Island appeared in 1874 (by John Dewe PAC 

H3/204-1874). The version included here is the 1897 Postal 

Map of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island (PANS Drawer 12) 

(Fig. 15). Postal Maps are available from the PAC and at the 

PAPEI for the following years 1874, 1881, 1889, and 1905. 

The Topographical Series 3.95 (PAC Scale 3.95 mi to an 

inch) includes the years 1910, 1911, 1918, 1921, 1927, 1931 and 

1940. It shows very clearly the changes during the first half 

of the 20th century. An especially important period of activity 

was that between 1912 and 1918 when several bridges were con-
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structed in the national Park area. (Figures 16, 17 18) This 

period is particuarly important in the current human history of 

the National Park area because it is that period best remembered 

by many of the older residents. 

The final group of maps are the road maps. Various 

officially endorsed road maps directed toward the motoring 

public began to appear when in 1919 it was finally decided by 

Act of the Provincial Legislature that motor vehicles would be 

permitted on Prince Edward Island highways. These maps serve 

to indicate the degrees of improvement and general condition of 

the roads in the National Park area. Figure 19 (PANS ROAD MAP 

1942) is additionally valuable as a curiousity, the boundaries 

of the Park being so generously expanded. 

Atlases: 

There is a fourth possible division for the maps of P.E.I, and 

that consists of the 1880 Meachams Atlas of Prince Edward Island 

and the 1925 Cummins Atlas of Prince Edward Island and the World. 

The latter is valuable in that it lists the names of residents 

of each lot but otherwise the maps seem less carefully done 

than those contained in Meachams. Meachams Atlas is an extreme­

ly valuable contribution to the cartography of the National 

Park area as it provides landscape sketches as well as detailed 

lot maps. 

Conclusion 

The evolution of the cartography of the Prince Edward Island 

National Park begins with the identification of a tiny ill 

placed dot on the Lavoisseur World Map of 1601 and for the 

purpose of this study climaxes with a severely exaggerated green 

space on a road map three hundred and forty one years later. 

The turning point was the Holland Survey of 1765. Samuel Hol-

9 
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land's work resulted in an image that accurately reflected the 

real shape of the island. Since that time the maps have re­

vealed the movement inland of settlement and as they did so 

they became more accurate. Accuracy not withstanding some 

became more cluttered with roads, grades of roads, place names 

and of course the National Park itself sporting its green and 

its little flags. The evolution of the Park area from wilder­

ness to heavily used recreation area is evident in the maps. 

Clearly, past events which happened within the National 

Park boundaries qualify for study and ought to be recorded as 

part of the Human History of the Prince Edward Island National 

Park. Some of the early Stanhope settlers, for instance, must 

have lived on future Parklands. In spite of the efforts of the 

1942 vintage map makers the National Park remained a very thin 

line of coastal property. If all that happened within the Park 

is eligible that which has happened in adjacent areas which 

help explain the Park events ought to be thoroughly studies as 

well. Some happenings will doubtlessly go beyond communities 

found next door to the Park extending perhaps to the limits of 

a Township, for instance the settlement of Lot 34 by James 

Montgomery. In general, however, places like Bedford Station, 

New Glasgow, Hunter River, and Charlottetown will be clearly 

outside the study area when spoken of by the people of the 

Park. As the history is chronicled these places will develop 

as attraction points like magnets but their stories will only 

be told to complement the more intensive study of the Park 

area. The Park divides into four centres of activity roughly 

coinciding with the bays in the area. The Tracadie Bay-Dalvay 

area seems naturally divided from the Stanhope-Brackley-Cove-

head Bay area which in turn is clearly separated from the 

Rustico Bay area. Finally there is the Green Gables Cavendish 

area bounded by the west of New London Bay. There are at least 

this many separate stories making up the Human History of the 

National Park. The Southern boundary of the geographical area 
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to be studied has to be as far north as possible so that one of 

the bay area histories does not get cut short. In summary then 

the geographical area to be studied will be that of the Park 

venturing South only as it is necessary to explain and clarify. 
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Chapter Two: List of Cartographic Material 

This portion of the Cartographic Survey of the Prince Edward 

Island National Park consists of a list of available maps. They 

are listed by repository. Part I lists the holdings of the 

Public Archives of Canada for which the Public Archives of 

Prince Edward Island has copies. Part II lists holdings unique 

to the Public Archives of Nova Scotia. Part III the holdings 

unique to the PAC. Since the bulk of the cartographic material 

is held by the PAPEI it is only Part IV which is further sub­

divided as to content of the maps. Atlases are listed at the 

completion of Part IV. Part V lists material found in Miscel­

laneous Repositories. 

In the case of Part IV not all holdings relevant to the 

area are listed, as the seemingly useless ones are omitted. 

There are many of marginal value included, they usually have no 

comment as to content while those of more value do. Then there 

are those that make references to a "Card Index" which is being 

compiled for those more valuable still. In general the card 

index compares the information on the entry to that contained on 

the representative map chosen to be photographed. Place names 

for instance are noted on the cards. Most maps photographed are 

included in the text, the first part of the Cartographic Survey. 
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List of Maps 

Part 1 Public Archives of P.E.I. 
(PAPE1) holdings copied 
from Public Archives of 
Canada (PAC) originals 

PAPEI Desc. PAC Map Division 

C-204 c. 1772 Isle de St. Jean and part F/204-c. 1772 
of Acadie 

C-204 1751 Carte De L'isle St. Jean H3/24 1751 
(photographed). - 2 copies -

C-204 1763 A plan of the Island St. H3/204-1763 
John. 

Mr. John Grey's Proposed 
sites for fishing villages 
in the Island of St. John. 
Location: BTNS Vol. 20 M51 
Enclosed in a letter of 
John Grey to Lords of Trade 
and Planations 14| x 18| 
See Mss. N.S. A72 p. 157 

C-204 1764 A sketch of the Island of H3/204-1764 
St. Johns in the Gulf of - 2 sections -
St. Lawrence (photographed) 

C-204 ND Carte De L'isle De. St. Jean S.H. Port F. 
125-8-2-204 N.D. 

C-204 1764 Isle St. Jean H2/204-1764 
- 2 sections -

C-204-1775 A plan of the Island of St. Photo - S.H. Port F 
John 125-8-4. 204-1775 

C-204-1775 A map of the Island of St. H2/204 1775 
John in the Gulf of St. - 2 sections -
Lawrence divided into coun­
ties and parishes ...incl. 
soundings round the coast 
..improved from the late 
survey of Capt. Holland 

C-204-1775 A plan of the Island of St. H2/204-1775 
John - 2 sections -
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C-204 1798 Prince Edward Island divided H12/204-1798 
into counties and parishes 
with the lots as granted by 
Government published by H. 
Ashby, King St., Cheapside 

C-204 1832 A plan of the Island St. H1/204-PEI 
John in the Gulf of St. 1765-1832 
Lawrence in the Province of - 3 sections -
Nova Scotia from Holland's 
survey. 

C-204 1850 From recent surveys and S/204-1850 
original survey by Holland 
with additions to 1850. 
No name. 

C-204 1851 "P.E.I, in the Gulf of St. H2/204-1857 
Lawrence from the latest - 3 sections -
surveys by H.J. Cundall 
1851" (photographed). 

C-204 1856 Map of P.E.I, from survey V2/204-1856 
by George Wright 1852 pub- - 2 sections -
lished 1856. 

C-204-1859 Map of P.E.I, surveyed in V2/204-1859 
1852 by Geo. Wright with - 2 sections -
corrections to 1859 by 
H.J. Cundall. 

C-204-1863 The "Lake Map" of P.E.I, by PAC 
C.E. Lake with several in­
serts . 

C-204-1874 Map of P.E.I, by Geo. Wright V2/204-1874 
1852 - Corrections etc. to - 3 sections -
1874 by H.J. Cundall. 

C-204-1874 Maps of P.E.I, compiled for H3/204-1874 
the Post Master General by 
John Dewe Chief P.O. Inspec­
tor. 

C-204-1877 Map - Wright 1852 corrected V2/204-1877 
etc. to 1877 by Cundall. - 3 sections -

C-204-1881 Postal Map of Nova Scotia Vl/202-1881 
and P.E.I, by A. Maingy, 
Post Office Department. 
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C-204-1889 Postal Maps of M.S. and Hl/202-1889 
P.E.I, by A. Maingy, Post - 2 sections -
Office Department. 

C-204-1903 Map - Wright 1852 corrected V2/204-1903 
etc. to 1903 by Cundall. - 3 sections -

C-204-1905 Postal Map of N.S. and Hl/200-1902 
P.E.I, pub. by A. Maingy, - 2 sections -
Post Office Department. 

C-204-1920 Map P.E.I, endorsed by Hl/204/1920 
Department of Public Works, 
Boards of Trade and Motor 
Association as the official 
Road Guide by Calverleigh 
Milford. 

Part II Public Archives of Nova (PANS) 
Scotia. 

Date Description Location 

1778 Plan De L'isle De. St. Jean Drawer 11 
Au Nord de L'Acadie et dans 
le Sud de Golfe de St. 
Laurent. 

18 35 Survey of Prince Edward Is- PANS 
land published by Laurie, 
London April 1830 with addi­
tions to 1835. 

1847 Hydrographic Survey by Capt. PANS 
Bayfield "Gulf of St. Law­
rence and Eastern Part of 
Northumberland Strait, Mal-
peque to East Point." 

1897 Nova Scotia and P.E.I. Drawer 12 
Postal Map. 

1900 P.E.I. Chart c. 1900 H.O. PANS 
U.S.A. 1099 ("Sea Chart"). 

1914 Nova Scotia, General 40 mi. PANS 
to an inch. 


