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Architectural Trends in Victoria, British Columbia, 1850-1914

Victoria's visual appeal may be attributed in large part
to the quantity and diversity of its early buildings.
The city's role as principal port, commercial and administrative
centre for British Columbia during the 19th century is
reflected in the various institutional, commercial and
residential designs which survive in substantial numbers.
The group of Victoria buildings examined during the
Canadian Inventory of Historic Buildings survey were selected
primarily for their architectural interest within a broader
national context.

They nevertheless present a reasonably

accurate cross section of the city's architecture during
its successive periods of growth prior to 1914.

The following

paper is intended primarily as an introduction to the
individual building reports which follow.

Its purpose

is to place these seventy-odd structure within the historical
context in which they were built, rather than provide
a comprehensive history of the city's urban growth and
construction industry.
A number of individuals provided helpful advice during
the course of my research on the individual buildings.
I am particularly indebted to Alistair Kerr of the Heritage
Conservation Branch, Martin Seggar, University of Victoria,
and Brian Young, Provincial Archives for their help and
suggestions.
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Initial Phase, Pre-1858
Prior to 1858, Victoria remained an isolated hamlet
populated largely by current or former employees of the
Hudson's Bay Company.

Its population on the eve of the

Fraser River gold rush was estimated to be around 300,
the majority of whom were concentrated in or around the
1843 Hudson's Bay Company stockade on the site of presentday Bastion Square. Additional clusters were located
on a series of four Company-owned farms, "Viewfield",
"Colwood", "Constance Cove" and "Craigflower", which had
been established between 1850 and 1853.
Pre-1850 construction at Victoria appears to have
been confined to squared log buildings erected within
the Hudson's Bay Company fort according to standard specifications prescribed by the firm's Council of the Northern
Department located at Fort Garry.

Precise specifications

as to the size and scale of the complex were issued by
Chief Factor James Douglas, while actual construction
was carried out by French Canadian labourers under the
2
direction of Roderick Fmlayson.
When Company employees
began receiving personal land grants beyond the stockade
during the early 1850s, the same labourers were employed
to construct their houses, utilizing the same mortice
and tenon log construction techniques previously employed
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on the fort in the absense of milled lumber products.
Thus the three earlier structures in Victoria, St. Ann's
School (c. 1848-report no. 10106003400637), the John Tod
House (c. 1850-report no. 10294000102564) and Helmcken
House (1852-report no. 10106003400638) may be directly
linked to Hudson's Bay Company antecedents. The first
of these was in fact initially built for the firm then
sold during the mid-1850s. The best evidence of prevailing
construction problems and techniques is provided by Dr.
J.S. Helmcken with reference to the erection of his residence:
Everything has been done piecemeal. There being
no lumber, it had to be built with logs squared
on two sides and two inches thick.

The sills

and uprights were heavy and morticed—the supports
of the floors likewise—the logs had to be let
into grooves in the uprights. The timber had
to be taken from the forest, squared there and
brought down by water. All this had to be contract3
ed for by French Canadians....
Additional construction activity also occurred at
the four company farms during the early 1850s, which varied
in population from 30 at Colwood to 76 at Craigflower.
The latter was the only one to show substantial development
during the period.

Under the direction of bailiff Kenneth

MacKenzie, the indentured inhabitants constructed a saw
mill, brick and lime kilns and a foundry within a year
of the farm's establishment.

Erection of Craigflower
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Manor, Mackenzie's personal residence, began in 1853 using
locally-procured logs for the first storey.

The remainder

of the building was constructed of milled lumber produced
by the farm's mill, (see report 10295000100110). Similar
material was employed for the settlement's school house,
which was erected in 1854 by local residents under the
supervision of Scottish artisan Gideon Halcro (report
10109004102765).

Halcro found his carpentry skills in

demand beyond the Craigflower settlement, for J.S. Helmcken
recorded his employment to carry out all carpentry and
plastering on his residence in 1853.
By 1854, Victoria had a population of 232. An indication
of the community's physical size is provided by its first
4
census, taken in that year:

Victoria:

Dwellings

Shops &
Stores
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Schools

Saw
Mills

79
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1

1

0

35
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0

0

0

56

10

0

1
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Victoria
district:
Esquimalt
(including
Craigflower):

Little further headway occurred during the remainder
of the pre-1858 period.

On the eve of the Fraser River

gold rush, the community remained an isolated and essentially
static fur trade depot of no more than 300 inhabitants
characterised by "small endeavours and limited opportunities."
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Tentative attempts at economic diversification began during
the mid-1850s, notably with the establishment of fledgling
lumber mills at Sooke, Cowichan, Alberni and Victoria,
along with coal mining at Nanaimo.

The absense of local

markets and large distance from the burgeoning San Franciso
market for such commodities, effectively retarded their
growth during the period.

It similarly prevented the

emergence of a construction industry within Victoria,
which continued to draw upon current or former Hudson's
Bay Company employees to perform the roles of contractors
and artisans. Thus company executive Roderick Finlayson
could combine house construction with his various administrative
roles:
As second-in-command it became my duty to look
after the men in building and thus became the
pioneer builder of houses on the Island of Vancouver
on civilized plans.
The five pre-1858 buildings recorded by the CIHB
appear to comprise all known surviving examples dating
from the initial period of construction in Victoria.
Gold Rush Phase, 1858-1865
When rumours of a major gold strike on the Fraser
River reached Victoria in the fall of 1857, Governor Douglas
declared the mainland region to be a possession of the
Crown and required ail prospects entering the area to
first obtain mining licences in Victoria.

While these
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measures were primarily intended to assert British sovereignty
in the face of an anticipated stampede of Americans into
the Fraser River region, the result for Victoria was a
sudden deluge of an estimated 20,000 men within a four
month span in 1858. Their impact on the community was
drastic:

outfitting, accommmodation and entertainment

markets suddenly emerged and formed the basis of an economic
and real estate boom:
Shops, stores, and wooden shanties of every
description, and in every direction, were seen
going up, and nothing was heard but the stroke
of the chisel or hammer.

In six weeks, 225

buildings, of which nearly 200 were stores,
and of these 59 belonging to jobbers or importers,
7
had been added to a village of 300 inhabitants.
The social impact was immediate. The staid, largely
British population of the previous era was now swamped
by a remarkably cosmopolitan collection of opportunists
who had sailed north from San Francisco.

Negroes, Jews,

Germans, French, Americans, Eastern Canadian, English,
Chinese and Polynesians all formed sizable elements of
the new population, merging into various stratas of the
emerging middle and lower classes of the community.

The

original elite composed of Hudson's Bay Company officials
remained intact and politically dominant, enhancing its
financial status through the management and sale of their
Q

substantial land holdings within the town limits.
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Victoria suddenly became an extension of San Francisco's
economic hinterland, a redistribution centre for subsidiaries
of firms based in that city.

As such, Victoria's new

economy was a fragile one, based upon the redistribution
of manufactured goods and the temporary accommodation
of transient gold seekers.

Despite periodic relapses,

this boom was sustained until 1864 by a series of further
gold discoveries throughout the interior.

During this

period, Victoria's population continued to climb, from
3,500 in 1861 to a peak of about 6,000 in 1863.
The gold rush boom and subsequent influx of a cosmopolitan
population via California exposed Victoria to contemporary
building styles and established a market for a local construction
industry.

The initial glut of canvas shacks and temporary

structures was rapidly replaced by permanent brick and
wood frame buildings as the city's newly-acquired commercial
activities became consolidated.

A permanent commercial

core appeared in the area adjacent to the Hudson's Bay
Company stockade and enveloped it by 1864. Real estate
prices within this area bordered by Douglas, Johnson,
Wharf and Fort streets jumped dramatically between 1858
and 1863.

Initial frame shanties and temporary buildings

were rapidly replaced by permanent buildings in the core
area, particularly after the passage of 1862 fire regulations
prohibiting the construction of frame structures of more
g
than one storey and imposing high taxes on existing ones.
The designated area consisted of the area bounded by Johnson,
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Broad, Fort Streets and the harbour. By 1864, this core
area had been completely rebuilt.

Fifty-six brick structures

had been erected between 1861 and 1862 alone, according
to one observer.

The most impressive buildings were con-

sidered to be the rows of brick wholesale offices and
warehouses along Wharf Street, where a number remain,
concentrated primarily on the 1000 and 1100 blocks.
In addition to its numerous commercial structures,
Victoria began acquiring a number of institutional and
public buildings during this period.

Most notable were

the colonial legislative assembly buildings and municipal
police barracks, both begun in 1859 (see reports
10106005200501 and 1010602530028). Churches and affilitated
educational institutions also made their appearance.
Noteworthy surviving examples include the afore-mentioned
St. Ann's schoolhouse, acquired and converted in 1858,
the original Catholic cathedral, erected in 1858 but later
incorporated into the 1886 St. Ann's Academy complex (see
reports 10106014900835 and 101060150000740A, Figure 1 ) ,
and the 1864 Angelay College, a former Anglican girls'
school erected with funds supplied by English philanthropist
Angela Burdett Coutts. (10106013900923).
The intial phase of speculative construction which
accompanied the early waves of gold seekers to the city
saw local entrepreneurs erecting large numbers of wooden
shanties which they rented out at rates ranging from four
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to six dollars per month.

By the early 1860s large

permanent residences began appearing as members of the
administrative and mercantile classes began commissioning
houses commensuarate with their new-found wealth and stature.
A contemporary observer wrote:
There are many residences in the vicinity that
would grace a town fifty years old.

Some of

these are of brick and stone, and others of
wood and cement, with a stone or brick foundation.
The expense incurred in their erection varies
from £.400 to £.2,400.
On the other hand, small working class houses and
cottages of six rooms, "built of wood and plastered, cost,
according to style, from £.200 to £.400.

Of sandstone and

of brick, at an increased expense of one-fourth, of brick
alone, one-third more."12

In fact, the vast majority

of homes of all sizes appear to have been constructed
of wood, by far the most readily accessible material during
the period.

An impressive group of dwellings dating from

the gold rush period survives in Victoria.

A number of

these have been recorded and documented in the CIHB survey,
notably the James Bissett residence (1010600280000138),
Richard Carr residence (1010600280000207), Ella residence
(10106001101156) and Point Ellice House (10106013702616).
The sudden demand for building materials was initially
met by extensive imports, both from other parts of the
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colony and American ports. While a growing proportion
of the milled lumber market was being filled by mills
at Alberni and Cowichan, the bulk of these materials was
intially supplied by American Puget Sound ports and San
Francisco.

It is interesting to note that R.P. Rithet

and G.H. Sproat, two of Victoria's dominant early entrepreneurs, operated both the Alberni mill and an importing
firm, specializing in building products from San Francisco
during the pre-1865 period.13 Much of the latter consisted
of red wood which was employed extensively in many of
the more sophisticated frame buildings being erected during
this period, notable surviving examples being the Carr,
Bissett and Ella residences. By 1863, the peak year of
construction during the gold rush period, Victoria's lumber
market continued to be dominated by American ports, although
domestic mills were rapidly increasing in production: 14
Puget Sound (American):

4,319,000 ft.

Cowichan and Alberni (Vancouver Island):

2,666,000 ft.

San Francisco:

744,000

ft.

Mainland B.C. (Burrard Inlet):

325,000

ft.

Sooke (Vancouver Island):

100,000

ft.

Nor were American building supplies confined to lumber
materials.

Surviving commercial blocks on Wharf Street

retain ornate cast iron store fronts bearing the inscription
of P. Donahue, San Francisco, 1861. Of particular note
are numbers 1107 and 1129, both owned by the afore-mentioned
R.P. Rithet.

11
Skilled designers, contractors and artisans made
their appearance in Victoria during the late 1850s, many
as part of the early waves of mines who saw more lucretive
prospects in the community's building boom. While the
first Victoria directory published in 1860 bears the names
of 3 architects, 13 contractors and carpenters, 5 bricklayers
and masons, and 4 lumber merchants, the volume of construction
suggests that far larger numbers were involved, perhaps
on a peripheral basis. The vagueries of the early construction
industry were demonstrated during the city's first mayoralty
campaign in 1862, when the successful candidate, a butcher
named Thomas Harris, drew a round of laughter with his
remark that "it might be thought presumptuous for him,
a tradesman, to stand for the office, but that he was
not ashamed to say that he was both a tradesman and a
farmer, and sometimes, when the chance offered, a contractor..." 15
Indeed, the distinction between the various occupations
were frequently blurred during this period, as evidenced
by the fact that individuals who listed themselves as
one form of tradesman in 1860 might reappear as architects
or contractors in subsequent directories. By 1863 the
city contained an estimated 1,500 buildings. The directory
for that year listed over 80 builders, contractors and
carpenters, although the number of architects had risen
to just four.
The dominant architect practicing in Victoria during
the gold rush period was unquestionably John Wright, a
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Scottish-born designer who came to Victoria in the late
1850s after practicing for several years in San Francisco
(firm: Wright and Sanders).

Wright may be credited with

the introduction of sophisticated Picturesque designs
which had made their appearance in the California city
a few years earlier. Among the major surviving examples
of Wright's work in Victoria are the Carr and Bissett
residences, Angela College, the Esquimalt lighthouse keeper's
residence and a Jewish synagogue, 1461 Blanshard Street.
He returned to San Francisco in 1866, subsequently emerging
as one of the major earlier architects in that city".
Recession, 1865-1879
The succession of mainland gold rushes which established
and sustained Victoria's position as a shipping entrepot
during preceeding years came to an abrupt halt in 1865.
The following decade and a half, saw an initial relapse
and decline in population, followed by a gradual recovery
as other industries, notably lumbering, coal mining, ship
building, sealing and salmon canning replaced gold as
the principal source of revenue. An obvious repercussion
of the depression which saw the city's population drop
from a high of 6,550 to less than half that number by
1871, was the decline of the local construction industry.
The 1868 directory listed three architectural firms, but
the number of contractors had fallen from 80 to 32. A
partial revival followed between 1868 and 1871, primarily
due to the reconstruction of several commercial blocks
on Government Street destroyed by a fire in 1868.17
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While the 1870s witnessed a drastic reduction in
the volume of construction, it nevertheless saw the production of a succession of notable institutional buildings
in Victoria.

The first of these was the Customs House

erected by the Dominion Government in 1874 from plans
prepared by Public Works Architect T.S. Scott (10106000801002).
This mansard-roofed structure set a precedent for a series
of other Second Empire institutional designs in the city,
all produced by local architect John Teague. These included
the city's first substantial multi-roomed school in 1875
(demolished), the initial section of the Royal Jubilee
Hospital in 1877 (demolished), the 1878 Masonic Temple
(10106001300650), and the first section of the Victoria
City Hall begun in 1878 (1010601340001). Other noteworthy
buildings dating from this period include the Reformed
Episcopalean Church of Our Lord, also designed by Teague
and erected in 1874 (10106020000626) and the original
section of St. Ann's Academy, begun in 1871 (1010601490000835).
The commercial core remained basically unaltered in size
and shape during this period, reflecting the city's generally
gloomy economic climate. Exceptions consisted of a number
of infill buildings scattered throughout the area, a notable
cluster of Italianate examples surviving on the 1000 and
1100 blocks of Government Street.
Victoria's population began to slowly increase again
during the mid-1870s.

It reached 4,647 by 1874 and gradually
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rose to 5,925 by 1880. This growth was attributable in
a large part to the city's reaffirmation as the dominant
shipping port and administrative centre for the province.
This in turn was reflected in a gradual expansion of its
residential areas. The James Bay district became largely
filled, while new housing spread north to Chatham Street
and beyond Cook Street in the east. Scattered development
also occurred beyond Rock Bay and Victoria West, prompting
the first extention of civic boundaries in 1873. Numbers
of stately homes erected for government officials and
entrepreneurs were contributing to the city's emerging
reputation as an "old" sedate community of large gardens
and impressive residences, a characteristic which was
largely attributable to its low growth rate during the
post-1865 period. 18 A few residential examples survive
from this period, although none were included in the CIHB
phase 2 survey.

Among these are the A.B. Gray residence,

327 Belleville (1877) and "Maplebank", the home of Charles
Thompson on Gorge Road (1880).
Despite its sluggish growth rate during the pre-1880
period, Victoria nevertheless remained the only significant
urban centre within the province.

By 1881, on the eve

of the railroad boom, the city contained 8 architects,
20 contractors, 114 carpenters, 13 stone masons and 34
painters and glaziers. No other community had yet established
a building industry of comparable size and diversity.
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In fact, only two other architects were listed in the
rest of the province at this time, both being located
in New Westminster.

Census statistics for the same year

recorded that Victoria contained a total of 1,862 residences
(over a third of which were listed as currently vacant)
and 599 factories, warehouses and stores at this time. 19
The 1870s saw the emergence of a growing number of
locally based building supply industries which effectively
curbed the need to import such materials. Of particular
note was the large planning mill opened by W.P. Sayward
in 1878, along with Muirhead and Mann's Sashand door factory
20
(1870) and the Maurice Humber Brick Works.
Of the handful
of architects active in Victoria during the 1870s, John
Teague emerged as the most prolific and influential.
Initially appearing in the 1860 directory as a cabinet
maker and undertaker, Teague later obtained a monopoly
on building contracts at the Esquimalt Naval Yards during
the early 1870s where he designed a succession of brick
structures including the surviving Storekeeper's residence
(1880).

He began listing himself as an architect in the

Victoria directories during the mid-1870s, his first major
commission being the attractive carpenter gothic Church
of Our Lord constructed in 1874. 21
Railroad Era and Economic Recovery, 1881-1900
Victoria's unsuccessful bid to become western terminus
of the Canadian Pacific Railway was compensated to a degree
by the construction of extensive dry dock facilities at
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Esquimalt between 1876 and 1887, and by commencement of
the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway in 1884. The first
appeared to solidify the city's stature as the principal
port and outfitting center in the province, while the
latter offered control of up-island resources including
the highly-productive Nanaimo coal fields. By 1882 Victoria
was in the midst of an economic boom generated by these
developments and anticipation the trade which would follow
the CPR's completion.

Between 1881 and 1884 its population

increased by 40 per cent and over 250 new buildings were
erected.

By 1891 the city had tripled in size, with real

estate values climbing from $2,749,075 to $17,700,000
during the ten year period. 22
Victoria's economic recovery during the 1880s was
accompanied by the establishment of a number of important
new industries. The Albion Iron Works was acquired by
Nanaimo coal magnate and E. & N. Railway owner Robert
Dunsmuir and expanded in size to become the largest foundry
north of San Francisco, while two large flour mills were
opened to refine grains drawn from the lower Fraser Valley,
Delta, and Okanagan regions for export trade. The wholesale
distribution business enjoyed a brisk revival both during
and after the construction of the CPR, largely because
competitive mainland communities lacked the commercial
connections and facilities to meet the sudden market demands,
Victoria's dominance of the import-export trade continued
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for ten years after the railway's completion in 1886,
although its monopolies were steadily eroded by the new
terminal port of Vancouver.

This was offset to some degree

by the older city's retrenchment as the seat of government
through the construction of new legislative and Supreme
Court facilities during the period.
The city's rapid population increase was accompanied
by a major building boom throughout the 1881-1900 period.
City boundaries were expanded a third time in 1891 to
accommodate the extensive residential growth which had
taken place, particularly on the eastern and northern
fringes, while completion of the Victoria and Sidney Railway
in 1896 ushered in extensive suburban expansion in the
greater Victoria area. Within the commercial core a gradual
transformation was occurring.

Abandonment of Victoria's

inner harbour in favour of Esquimalt for major outfitting
resulted in a general movement away from the waterfront
in an eastward direction beyond Government and Douglas
Streets.

Although Wharf Street remained the centre of

the wholesale district, new retail establishments and
hotels were being located in the area between Broad and
Blanshard Streets, north from Broughton to Cormorant,
and along Douglas. The latter assumed increasing importance
as the main street car route to the rapidly-developing
north end of the city.

The Chinese community experienced

its greatest physical growth during this period as its
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existing population was swollen by the convergence of
unemployed railway labourers in the wake of the CPR's
completion.

The result was extensive construction within

the four blocks bounded by Cormorant, Herald, Store and
Douglas Streets.
Buildings dating from the 1880-1900 period are both
comparatively numerous and rich in diversity.

Construction

was extensive in all areas of the city during this time,
with continued infilling within early commercial and residential
sections as well as major expansion beyond the pre-1880
parameters. Within the commercial core, the appearance
of major English investment during the early 1880s had
a significant impact. One of the most important of these
was the British Columbia Land and Investment Agency, a
firm owned by English publishing magnate Thomas Dixon
Galpin, which began purchasing and developing large blocks
of land in both the commercial core and outlying residential
areas during the mid-1880s. Among the earliest of Galpin's
investments was the three storey commercial block at 101721 Government Street which bears his name (10106002801017).
This was followed by a succession of similar buildings
in the vicinity; by 1891, Galpin's firm had erected $90,000
worth of buildings on Yates Street and an additional $80,000
worth on Broad and Government Streets. 24
A second London-based firm which located in the city during
this period was the Bank of British Columbia, whose 1884
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branch on Government Street set new standards for banking
institutions in the province (10106002801022) . Of particular
interest was the extensive use of cast iron decorative
trim on this structure, all produced by the local Albion
Iron Works.
Among the most numerous of the commercial building
types to appear during this period were hotels. By 1891
the city boasted no fewer than 30 such structures, primarily
clustered within close proximity of the waterfront and
E. and N. Railway line. Typically, these were three storey
brick-faced structures, frequently embellished with sheet
metal bays and cornices. A variety of examples survive,
although few if any continue to serve their original function.
Two such buildings have been included in the CIHB survey,
the Teague-designed Oriental on lower Yates Street (10106016600560)
and the Janion, erected in 1891 on Store Street adjacent
to the E. and N. tracks (10106000901610).
Institutional architecture of the period was dominated
by the construction of the massive new Legislative Assembly
Building during the 1890s (10106005200501). The project,
initially slated to cost $600,000. was without precedent
for the province and taxed its meagre revenues to the
breaking point. Construction of this building alone enabled
the city's building industry to attain and subtain a size
well out of proportion to that justified by prevailing
economic conditions. By the mid-1890s the commercial
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momentum was clearly swinging in Vancouver's favour, but
continuing work on the Legislative Assembly sustained
the momentum built up during the prosperous years of the
previous decade. A number of other interesting institutional
designs date from the period.

Among these is the 1887

Inns of Court Building, the commencement of which marked
the inception of the Provincial Government's first sustained
program of public building (1010602530028). This was
followed by extensive additions to the Victoria City Hall,
which was completed according to John Teague's original
specifications in 1891, and by the first of a succession
of ward schools in 1893 (10106003300508).
The majority of Victoria's churches also date from
the 1880s and 90s. Four of these are contained in the
present survey:

the Centennial and Metropolitan United

Churches, both designed by Thomas Hooper (10106009200649,
10106008001411), St. Andrews Presbyterian by Buttress
Trimens (10106025200680), and St. Andrew's Roman Catholic
Cathedral, designed by the Montreal-based firm of Perreault
and Mensard (10106015000740).
The 1880s and 90s were characterised by an increasing
scale in both volume of production and in size of residential
building in Victoria.

The total number of houses in the

city climbed from 1,613 in 1881 to 3,038 a decade later.
By 1901 this figure had risen to 4,669. 25 Census statistics
indicate that wood remained the dominant building material,
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although a small number of brick houses appeared, most
constructed in the Gorge Road area by brick manufacturer
Maurice Humber—a notable surviving example stands at
610 Gorge Road.26 Houses recorded in the CIHB survey
give an indication of the diversity of surviving examples
from the period.

A popular vernacular form was the assymetrical

one storey hipped roof cottage featuring a projecting
front bay window and frequently ornate bracketing and
trim made available by the presence of large scale planing
mills in the vicinity.

Examples surviving at the time

of the survey ranged from modest structures erected in
clusters on a speculative basis (10106003800541) to larger,
more ornate examples for individuals of greater means
(10106003500613, 10106002800303, 10106017001319). The
presence of increasingly wealthy and influential entrepreneurial
and bureaucratic elites resulted in the emergence of a
number of exclusive residential areas containing multiacre estates, the most prominent ones being the Rockland
and Gorge Road area.

Surviving examples include the ornately

trimmed and turreted Andrew Gray residence (10106005401135) ,
publisher D.W. Higgin's home on exclusive Fort Street
(10106001101501), the Pendray home (1016005200309) , and
the spectacular Craigdarroch Castle begun for Robert Dunsmuir
in 1888 (10106018101050) .
The change in scale of building construction was
mirrored by a steady growth of building trades and suppliers
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during the period, reaching a peak during the mid-1890s
during the building of the Legislative Assembly: 27
Trade

Architects
Contractors/
builders

1882-3

'84-5

'91

•95

1900-1

8

7

12

19

12

13*

28

82*

88

94*

Brick works

2

3

6

6

Lumber mills

3

3

8

6

Sash & door
factories

3

4

4

-

5

4

4

Building
societies

•approximations
Of particular interest was the rapid growth in the
number of architects practicing in the city as a result
of the expanding market for sophisticated designs of all
types. While a number of established designers from the
city's earlier periods continued to practice and in some
cases flourish (Teague and H.O. Tiedeman in particular),
the profession was increasingly dominated by British-born
architects who began arriving in the city during the late
1880s after the completion of the CPR.

Prominent members

of this group included M.G. Tiarks, A.M. Muir, C.J. Soule,
T.C. Sorby, F.M. Rattenbury and Thomas Hooper.

A number,

Soule, Sorby, Rattenbury and Tiarks in particular, had
extensive formal training behind them.

Curiously, Sorby,

Rattenbury and Hooper had all arrived initialy in Vancouver

23
but quickly moved to the provincial capital, where the
market for architects' services remained more lucrative
for the time being. A notable exception to the British
domination of the profession by the 1890s was the presence
of Samuel Maclure, a native-born British Columbian who
commenced a long and highly influential practice in the
city during the mid-1890s (see 10106001100525).
The architectural links with American cities to the
south were not completely superceded by the infusion of
British designers. Two of the city's most notable landmarks
of the period, the Bank of British Columbia and Craigdarroch
Castle, were designed by Portland-based architect W.H.
Williams, while a number of small commercial blocks (eg.
Wille's Bakery, 10106001000537) were produced by Elmer
H. Fisher during the 1887-8 period prior to his commencement
of a prolific practice in Seattle.
Pre-War Boom, 1900-1913
Although Victoria's dominance as the major port in
British Columbia ended around the turn of the century
and the city's growth rate lagged steadily behind that
of Vancouver, it nevertheless experienced the largest
population increase and construction boom in its history
during the years prior to the First World War. Mercantile
trade which had revived during the Klondike period was
geared up in anticipation of an economic boom resulting
from new railroad construction and completion of the Panama
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Canal.

Consequently, construction continued within the

commercial core, particularly along Government Street
between Humboldt and Broughton.

Reconstruction in the

area was induced in part by a succession of major fires
in 1907 and 1910 which razed large sections of Government,
between Fort and Herald Streets.28 An additional physical
change occurred after 1903 with the filling in of the
upper end of James Bay to provide the site for the future
Empress Hotel.
Although the city's dominance of shipping and mercantile
trade was eclipsed, its prosperity was sustained by its
entrenchment as the center of bureaucratic, naval and
financial institutions. This trend was reflected in the
emergence of a number of clearly defined social elites
susinctly described by Leonard Eaton:
Prior to the first World War Vistoria was the
center for three courts which operated in the
traditional English fashion.

The most important

was certainly that of the Lieutenant-Governor,
the official representative of the Crown.
Secondly, it was the major base for the British
Pacific Fleet, and the naval headquarters displayed
all the panoply associated with such an establishment.
Thirdly, it was the seat of an Anglican bishop
who sought to emulate his peers in the British
Isles in the ceremony of his way of life. Finally,
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a distinct set of people revolved around the
Dunsmuirs, whose enterprises were so large that
they controlled a kind of independent freedom.
There was, in short, ample opportunity and plenty
of money to foot the bills. 29
While such trends had an obvious influence on the
growing numbers of sophisticated mansions and estates
appearing in and around the city during this period, they
also served to inhance Victoria's growing reputation as
a sedate "English" community and in turn as a popular
tourist center.

Local brochures enticed American visitors

with the attractions of the city's old world charm:
A trip to Victoria equals a foreign tour.
Victoria has all the appearance of an English
City.

Its institutions, buildings, clubs, homes,
manners and customs are of English character.... 30
An immediate repercussion of this shift from commercial
entrepot to tourist mecca was the gradual closure of the
gradual closure of the small commercial hotels of the
previous decades and their replacement by larger luxury
hotels aimed at the excursion market. Heralding this
trend was the CPR's inauguration of steamship cruises
and construction of the Chateau-style Empress Hotel shortly
after the turn of the century (10106002800303). The city's
failure to attract commercial investment on a scale then
occurring in Vancouver was evident in the comparatively
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low scale of most new commercial blocks dating from the
period.

(For example, 10106002800913 and 10106002801116).

A number of exceptions did occur, among them the eightstorey Belmont Building, 600-620 Humboldt Street, initially
erected as a hotel to rival the adjacent Empress, but
converted into an office building before its completion
in 1912. A smaller but equally impressive example was
the recently demolished Jones Building (10106001100717) ,
a rare large-scale commercial design by Samuel Maclure.
Victoria's once-extensive Chinatown is represented
in the CIHB survey by two buildings dating from the post1900 period.

These are the 1909 Chinese School (10106001300650)

and Hook Sin Building (10106021700660). While the Chinese
constituted a numerically larger proportion of the Victoria
population during the previous period, their pre-1900
buildings were externally indistinguishable from others
in the commercial core apart from the inclusion of external
balconies, usually of wooden construction.

Buildings

erected by various fraternal organizations and societies
after the turn of the century began displaying distinctive
features, most notably the inclusion of recessed balconies
on front facades, now commonly associated with the Chinatown
area. Curiously, few if any of these buildings were designed
by members of the Chinese community.

Instead, various

local architects were commissioned and produced designs
incorporating various decorative elements calculated to
present a "Chinese appearance." 31
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The presence of the various social elites previously
alluded provide a lucretive market for the production
of numerous costly and expansive residential designs.
In the hands of the talented Samuel Maclure, the halftimbered image preferred by the predominantly Englishborn members of these cliques was skilfully melded with
avant garde architectural elements to achieve a distinctive
residential form which quickly became an integral part
of the city's cultural landscape. A variety of interesting
examples survive, particularly in the Roackland area,
along Belmont Street, Foul Bay and Fairfield Roads, and
also in the adjacent residential municipality of Oak Bay.
The Biggerstaff Wilson residence (10106014001770), a representative example of Maclure's mature work, is included
in the CIHB survey, along with his largest commission,
Hatley Park, the former residence of industrial scion
James Dunsuir (10111000200001) . Other residential designs
by noted local architects of the period are the former
F.M. Rattenbury residence in Oak Bay (10294000501701)
and the Roman Catholic Bishop's Palace by Thomas Hooper
(10106015000740A).
While much attention has been focussed on the largescale homes erected in Victoria during the pre-1914 period,
it should be noted that such designs constituted a comparatively
small proportion of the residential construction then
taking place in and around the city.

Between 1901 and
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1911, the number of homes in the city jumped from 1,623
to 5,684.32 While figures are not available for the peak
years of 1912-13, it may be conjectured that the volume
of house construction reached unprecedented proportions
during this period, since the city's population soared
from 31,660 in 1911 to 46,000 by 1914. Much of this highvolume house construction took place in newly-opened subdivisions
made possible by the rapid expansion of tramlines and
mterurban systems in the greater Victoria area.33 While
isolated examples sought to emulate the half-timbered
image then in vogue in the city's wealthy sectors (eg.
Alex McCrisman 10106017600504), the majority appear to
have followed the current trend towards bungalow designs
popularized by numerous copy books and readily adaptable
to high volume production.

The appearance of firms such

as the British Canadian Home Builders Ltd., the Bungalow
Construction Company and Capital City Building Investment
Limited during the 1911-13 period reflected this trend
towards mass-produced subdivision-scale housing in the
Victoria area, although the city's comparatively small
size prohibited the industry from attaining a scale comparable
to that occurring in Vancouver during the same period. 34
An indication of the scope of Victoria's building
boom during the years prior to 1914 is given by building
permit sales for the period, which jumped from $699,300
in 1906 to a peak of $8,182,155 by 1912.35

Much of this
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was accounted for by high-volume house construction, along
with major additions to the Empress Hotel and Legislative
Assembly.

This trend would climax between 1911 and 1913,

only to collapse abruptly as financial backing was withdrawn
and the speculative bubble burst.

Building activity

during this period was reflected in a rapidly accelerating
construction industry which attained a highly inflated
scale by 1914, only to decline with equal rapidity as
the ensuing recession set in.

Directory information for

the period is unfortunately inconsistent; it nevertheless
provides a rough indication of trends in the industry.
The number of architects listed jumped from a low of eight
in 1905 to 43 by 1914; lumber mills increased from five
to seven, sash and door factories from six to 14 and contractors
from 46 to approximately 100 during the same period. 37
The two dominant architects of the period were unquestionably
F.M. Rattenbury and Samuel Maclure, the former being responsible
for the majority of institutional designs including the
Empress Hotel and additions to the Legislative Assembly,
and the latter for the majority of major residential
designs. 3 8 Both continued to practice in the city during
the years of partial economic recovery after 1918.

Examples

of their later work are contained in the CIHB survey,
notably Maclure's 1925 design for W.C. Nichol at Sidney
on the Saanich Penninsula "Miraloma" (10112000702328)
and the Crystal Garden, designed by Rattenbury in partnership
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with P.L. James in 1924 (10106003300701). With the exception
of isolated examples such as these two buildings, 1914
provides an appropriate cut-off date for the examination
of early architecture in Victoria. The economic recession
which hit the city in 1913 brought construction to a virtual
halt.

Permit sales plunged to $292,450 by 1914, and the

city's construction industry disintegrated.

It did not

assume a comparable scale until after the Second World
War.
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Appendix A
Victoria construction industry;
Trade

1860

Architects 3+
Brickworks
Builders
13
Lumber mills—
Sash & door —
Masons
5
Marble works—
Stair bldr. —
Stone cuttersBuilding
Societies
Cement dealers

1863

1871
3

4

1
46
1

1
n.a.
—

5
1

6
—
—

—

6

/

1880

1884

1891

1895

1900

1909

1914

4
2
16
1
2
n.a.

7
2
28
3
4

12

—

—

12
6
94 2
6
n.a.
n.a.
4

14
7
115
7
8
8
1

43
4
90 2
7

n.a.

19
6
88
8
4
n.a.
6

14
n.a.
3

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

—

2

1860—1914

n.a.

1
5

3
82
3
4
n.a.
4
1
3

5
5

4

3
1

—

2

1- Edward Mallandaine, First Victoria Directory and British Columbia Guide
(Victoria, 1860, 1868, 1871).
Frederick Preston Howard, The British Columbian and Victoria Guide
and Directory for 1863 (Victoria, 1863) .
R.T. Williams The British Columbia Directory (Victoria, 1882-3, 18845, 1891, 1895, 1901).
Henderson's City of Victoria and Suburban Directory...for 1905-06
(Victoria, Henderson Publishing Co., 1905).
Henderson's Greater Victoria City Directory and Vancouver Island Gazetteer,
1914 (Victoria and Vancouver, 1909, 1914).
2- Approximations.
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Appendix B
Architects Listed in Victoria Directories
1860 ~ 1909
1860
Rudolphe d'Heureuse
Chas. Frellish & Co.*
Gordon & Blessing*
E. Mallandaine
Thomas Trounce*
John Wright**
R. Lewis
H.O. Tiedemann**

1863
John Richard Lewis
E. Mallandaine
H.O. Tiedemann
Wright and Saunders

1868
E. Mallandaine
Swigert & Teague
H.O. Tiedemann

1871
E. Mallandaine
Richard Lewis
Charles Vereylhen
Thomas Trounce*

1882-3
E. Mallandaine
John Teague
H.O. Tiedemann
Thomas Trounce

1884-5
S.C. Burris
Harris & Hargraves
H.H. Leslie
E. Mallandaine
John Teague
H.O. Tiedemann
Thomas Trounce

1891
P.H. Donovan
Thomas Hooper (Hooper & Goddard)
E. Mallandaine
E. McCoskrie
T.B. Norgate
Sorby & Wilson
C.H. Soule
John Teague
J. Tiarks
L.B. Trimen
Thomas Trounce

1895
R.R. Bayne
R.S. Day
J.CM. Keith
S.M. Goddard
Thomas Hooper
J.A. Johnson
T. Lawrie
Samuel Maclure
E. Mallandaine
E. Mallandaine jr
A. Maxwell Muir
T.P. Norgate
J.E. Parr
F.M. Rattenbury

T.C. Sorby
C.J. Soule
J. Teague
J.G. Tiarks
W.R. Wilson
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1905
Thomas Hooper (Hooper & Watkins)
A. Maxwell Muir
T.S. Pearce
F.M. Rattenbury
T.D. Sedger
T.C. Sorby
S. Maclure
W.R. Wilson
T.N. Woodgate

1909
H.J.R. Cullin
Henry Griffith
Hooper & Watkins
J.CM. Keith
R. McKinney & Co.
S. Maclure
George C. Mesher
A. Maxwell Muir
G.F. Pownall
F.M. Rattenbury
W.R. Wilson
T.D. Sedger
T.C. Sorby
John Wilson

•listed as builders/contractors
**not listed but actively practicing
Sources—E. Mallandaine (ed.) First Victoria Directory and
British Columbia Guide (Victoria, 1860, 1863, 1868,
1871) .
R.T. Williams (ed.) B.C. Directory (Victoria, 1882-3,
84-5, 91, 1905), Vancouver Island Directory (Vancouver
and Victoria, 1909).
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History of Victoria:

Chronological Summary

1843

- Founding of Hudson's Bay post by James Douglas
(Fort Victoria)

1849

- Vancouver Island granted to Hudson's Bay Co.
in return for its eventual settlement; Fort
Victoria becomes regional headquarters of company
under Chief Factor James Douglas

1852

- Townsite of Victoria surveyed by J.D. Pemberton;
James Douglas appointed colonial governor

1853

- Establishment of Craigflower Farm, largest
of Puget Bay Agricultural Company's manorial
farms

1858

- Gold rush on Fraser River; 20,000 to Victoria
for licences and supplies; Victoria's emergence
as distribution centre

1859

- First brick buildings erected; influx of popular
designs

1860

- Bylaw prohibiting construction of two-storey
frame buildings in central core

1863

- Victoria incorporated as city; first mayor
and aldermen elected; peak of gold rush construction
boom

1865

- Collapse of gold rush economy; beginning of
lengthy recession

1866

- Union of Vancouver Island and B.C.

1868

- Major fire burns out two blocks of commercial
section on Government Street

1871

- British Columbia joins Canadian Confederation
on stipulation of railroad within 10 years;
Victoria gets two new federal buildings

1876

- Commencement of new drydock facilities at Esquimalt
and Esquimalt-Nanaimo Railroad, both under
federal subsidies

1878

- New Victoria city hall built

1881

- Commencement of economic revival; first major
commercial and residential growth since gold
rush period

38
1886

- Completion of C.P.R.; Victoria benefits initially
as chief port in province; drydock and EsquimaltNanaimo Railroad also completed

1889

- Robert Dunsmuir, local industrialist, builds
stone castle "Craigdarroch", first of giant
mansions; emergence of major professionallytrained architects; construction of court house,
first concrete building in Victoria

1894-6

- Construction of Legislative Assembly designed
by F.M. Rattenbury; extensive institutional
and commercial construction in core of city

1900

- Emergence of Samuel Maclure as major residential
architect with design of home for Robert Dunsmuir
(destroyed)

1908

- Construction of Empress Hotel (Rattenbury)
and Hatley Park (Maclure)

1909

- Pre-war construction boom; emergence of mass
production housing (bungalow); extensive suburban
subdivisions

1914

- Collapse of construction industry; general
recession
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Reports on Selected Buildings
in Victoria, British Columbia,
and on Vancouver Island
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INTRODUCTION
The following brief reports have been prepared by the Historical
Research Section of the Canadian Inventory of Historic Building
in an attempt to collect some data about early Canadian architecture,
They do not pretend to represent exhaustive research on any building:
they are irregular in the depth of information they contain, and
they do not attempt to cover all of the early, or even important
buildings in any community. Instead, they represent only a selected
sampling of interesting early Canadian building which has been
researched to obtain comparative data.
Any style denominations given to these buildings must be considered
temporary only. Final denominations will be applied to conform
with the definitions of Canadian styles as they are outlined by
the Architectural Analysis Section of the Canadian Inventory of
Historic Building.
This manuscript has been compiled for the use of CIHB historians;
consequently, it is organized in consecutive geocode order.
A geocode is comprised of 14 digits, e.g. 10106001300650. The
first group of digits (10106) indicates the province and city
or area; the second (0013) gives the name of the street; the
the final five digits (00650) represent the number of the street
address at the time the building was recorded by the CIHB (in
this case, 650).
The centre four digits provide the key to the organization of
reports in this manuscript. A list of street geocodes or street
names in geocode order is given below to indicate their consecutive
order. Buildings on the same street will be found in order of
their street address number.
Geocode
10000200000000
10106000700000
10106000800000
10106000900000
10106001000000
10106001100000
10106001300000
10106002000000
10106002800000
10106003300000
10106003400000
10106003500000
10106003800000
10106004200000
10106005200000
10106005400000

Street Name
Cowichan Indian Reserve
Dallas Road
Wharf Street
Store Street
Johnson Street
Fort Street
Fisgard Street
Boyd Street
Government Street
Douglas Street
Elliot Street
Avalon Street
Rithet Street
Toronto Street
Belleville Street
Catherine Street
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Geocode
10106005800000
10106007100000
10106008000000
10106009200000
10106013400000
10106013700000
10106013900000
10106014000000
10106014900000
10106015000000
10106016600000
10106017000000
10106017600000
10106018100000
10106019200000
10106020000000
10106029500000
10106021700000
10106025100000
10106025200000
10106025500000
10106026900000
10106029700000
10109004100000
10110000100000
10110000300000
10111000200000
10112000700000
10117000600000
10117002200000
10131000100000
10131000500000
10135001200000
10135003800000
10294000102564
10294000501701
10295000100110

Street Name
Henry Street
Pembroke Street
Quadra Street
Gorge Street
Centennial Square
Pleasant Street
Burdett Avenue
Rockland Avenue
Humboldt Street
View Street
Yates Street
Stanley Avenue
Linden Avenue
Joan Crescent
Gordon Street
Blanshard Street
Moss Street
Herald Street
Robert Street
Courtney Street
Bastion Square
Turner Street South
Hayward Heights
Admirals Road, Saanich
Metchosin Road, Sooke
Happy Valley Road, Sooke
Royal Roads, Colwood
Harbour Road, Sydney
Canada Avenue, Duncan
Nagle Street, Duncan
Chemainus Road, Chemainus
Mill Street, Chemainus
Wallace Street, Nanaimo
Church Street, Nanaimo
Heron Street, Oak Bay
Beach Drive, Oak Bay
Island Highway,View Royal

42
TABLE OF CONTENTS BY STREET ADDRESS
Buildings are included in geocode order. This list has been compiled
to provide the convenience of retrieval by street address.
Geocode

Address

Building Name

10109004102765

2765 Admirals Road,
Saanich

10106003500613
10106025500028

613 Avalon Street
28 Bastion Square

10294000501701

1701 Beach Drive,
Oak Bay

Glen Lyon Preparatory
School (Formerly Rattenbury
Residence)

10106005200309

309 Belleville
Street

-Pendray House

10106005200501

501 Belleville

Provincial Parliament

Street

-Craigflower School

-Old Victoria Court House

Buildings

10106020000626

626 Blanshard Street Church of Our Lord

10106002000021

21 Boyd Street

10106013900923

923 Burdett Avenue

Mount St. Angela

10117000600120

120 Canada Avenue,
Duncan
1135 Catherine

former Esquimalt and
Nanaimo R.R. Station
Roslyn

10106005401135

Street
10106013400001

1 Centennial Square

Victoria City Hall

10131000108530
10135003800005

All Saints Anglican Church
Frontier Building

10106025200680

8530 Chemainus Road
5 Church Street,
Nanaimo
680 Courtney Street

10000200000018

Cowichan Indian

St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church
St. Ann's Catholic Church

Reserve
10106000700430

430 Dallas Road

10106003300508

508 Douglas Street

South Park School
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10106003300701

701 Douglas Street

Crystal Garden

10106003302420

2420 Douglas Street

Canadian Bank of Commerce

10106003400637
637 Elliot Street
(moved from 10106029300675)

St. Ann's School House

10106003400638

638 Elliot Street

Helmcken House

10106001300636

636 Fisgard Street

Chinese Public School

10106001300650

650 Fisgard Street

Masonic Temple

10106001100525

525 Fort Street

Temple Building

10106001100717-723

717-723 Fort Street

Jones Building

10106001101156

1156 Fort Street

Wentworth Villa

10106001101501

1501 Fort Street

-Higgins House

10106019200805

805 Gordon Street

The Union Club

10106009200649

649 Gorge Street

Centennial United Church

10106002800138-140

138-140 Government
Street

Woodlands

10106002800207

207 Government
Street

10106002800303

303 Government
Street

10106002800721

721 Government
Street

Empress Hotel

10106002800913

913 Government
Street

Roger's Chocolate Shop

10106002801116

1116 Government
Street

Emily Carr House

E.A. Morris Tobaccanist

10106002801017-1021

1017-1021 Government
Street

-

10106002801022

1022 Government
Street

Bank of British Columbia
Building

10110000300600

600 Happy Valley
Road, Sooke

Metchosin School House
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10112000702328

2328 Harbour Road,
Sidney

-Miraloma - the W.E.
Nichol House

10106029700027

27 Hayward Heights

-British Columbia Protestant
Orphan's Home

10106005800310

310 Henry Street

Saint Saviour's
Anglican Church

10106021700660

660 Herald Street

Hook Sin Tong Charity
Association Building

10294000102564

2564 Heron Street,

John Tod House

Oak Bay
10106014900835

835 Humboldt Street

St. Ann's Academy

10295000100110

110 Island Highway,

Craigflower Manor

View Royal
10106018101050

1050 Joan Crescent

Craigdarroch Castle

10106001000537

537 Johnson Street

Wille's Bakery

10106017600504

504 Linden Avenue

1011000104354

4353 Metchosin Road, St. Mary the Virgin
Sooke
Anglican Church
2858 Mill Street,
St. Michael's and

10131000502858

Chemainus

All Angels Anglican Church

10106020501015

1015 Moss Street

Moxam Apartments

10117002201035

1035 Nagle Street,

Duncan Elementary School

Duncan
10106007101215

1215 Pembroke Street -

10106013702616

2616 Pleasant Street - Point Ellice House

10106008001411

1411 Quadra Street

10106003800541

541 Rithet Street -

10106025100223

223 Robert Street

10106014001509

1509 Rockland Avenue -

10106014001770

1770 Rockland Avenue -Biggerstaff-Wilson House

10111000200001

1 Royal Roads,
Colwood
1319 Stanley Avenue
1610-1614 Store
Street

10106017001319
10106000901610-1614

Metropolitan United Church

Hatley Castle
Janion Hotel
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10106004200588

588 Toronto Street

10106001800154

154 Turner Street
South

10106015000740A

740 View Street

Bishop's Palace

10106015000740

740 View Street

10135001200015
10106000801002

15 Wallace Street,
Nanaimo
1002 Wharf Street

St. Andrew's Roman
Catholic Cathedral
Haslam Hall

10106016600560

560 Yates Street

Old Customs House
St. Francis Hotel
(Originally Oriental
Hotel)
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

Historian: Edward M i l l s
Date: A u g u s t 1975

Geocode: 10000200000018
City: Cowichan
Reserve
Address:

Indian

Building Name: S t . A n n ' s
(if important) C a t h o l i c
Church
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1870
Architect:
Builder: w. W i l l i a m s (of V i c t o r i a )
Craftsmen (List Type)Louis G a b o u r i e - c o n s t r u c t i o n of wooden pews
Name and occupation of original o w n e r : C a t h o l i c Church
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: R e l i g i o u s ,
Major building material :
Alterations:
General Nature

church
Stone
Date

Architect

Comments: S t . A n n ' s C a t h o l i c Church was abandoned i n 1 8 8 0 .
o r i g i n a l windows of t h e c h u r c h w e r e removed and i n s t a l l e d
church a t S a l t Spring I s l a n d .

Builder

The
in another
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Cowichan Indian Reserve

Father P. Rondeault, apostate priest, established a mission
among the Cowichan Indians in 1858, erecting a small log
church with Indian assistance in the following year.
During the following ten years white settlement and Indian
conversions had increased Father Rondeault's flock sufficiently
to require larger premises.

Instead of electing to erect

a frame structure as was the custom in virtually all other
remote missions in the colony (and in most urban parishes
as well at this time), Rondeault decided to have the new
church built of stone. Accordingly, a Mr. W. Williams
of Victoria was contracted to undertake the masonry work,
with Father Rondeault's assistance.

The building was

completed by 23 September 1870, when the British Colonist
noted:
Mr. W. Williams yesterday came down from Cowichan,
having completed the new stone church for the Catholic
mission.

The church is sixty-four feet in length

and thirty feet in width, with a tower and a gable
twenty feet higher than the rest of the work. The
height of the walls is sixteen feet four inches.
The material from which the church is constructed
is grey limestone of very fine grain.

Father Rondeault,
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of the Mission, assisted in building the church,
working as regularly and faithfully with Mr. Williams
as if employed by the day....

/

Woodens pews for the new church were constructed
by Louis Gabourie, a local resident. 2/
'

The church was

blessed by Bishop Demers in November 1870.
A popular assumption regarding St. Ann's stone church
is that it was never consecrated or employed for religious
services.

Legends ranging from mysterious deaths of persons

involved in its construction to the local Indians' refusal
to enter the building due to a claim that it resembled
the head of a squaw appear to be groundless.

In fact

the building remained in use for ten years, until 1880.
Reasons for its closure were coldly practical:

Father

Rondeault's choice of site proved too remote for the majority
of the mission's parishioners, and it was replaced by a
frame church erected outside the reserve, at nearby Tzouhalem. 3/
The original windows from the stone church were removed
and shipped to salt Spring Island where they were installed
in another church. 4/
The vacant shell of the church has become a well—known
landmark and the object of restoration proposals in recent
years.
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Endnotes;
1

British Colonist (Victoria), 23 September 1870.

2

Leader (Cowichan), 27 August 1925, p. 3.

3

Ibid.

4

Ibid., 24 December 1931, p. 5.
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Historian:Edward M i l l s
Dote:

1975

Geocode: 10106000700430
City:

Victoria

Address: 430 D a l l a s Road
Building Name:
(if important)
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB - Phase 1

Building Information •
Date of Construction: 1 8 8 8 - 8 9
Architect:
S . C . Burr i s
Builder:
George C. Mesher
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n s ! owner : Thomas Kains - land s u r v e y o r & in
1895 S u r v e y o r - G e n e r a l
Notable subne-quent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
Notable typo of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l ,
Major building m a t e r i a l :
Alterations:
General Nature
Motel a d d i t i o n s

C

single

dwelling

WOOd

n

^rfen
T9b0

Architect

Builder

\We'interior
of t h e b u i l d i n g remains l a r g e l y i n t a c t a l t h o u g h the
e x t e r i o r has been a l t e r e d by c o n v e r s i o n i n t o a m o t e l complex.
The house i s s t i l l used a s a s i n g l e f a m i l y d w e l l i n g .

52

430 Dallas Road

Victoria

The 1 January 1889 Victoria Daily Colonist noted that
a Norman style residence was under construction on Dallas
Road for Thomas Kains. '

Its designer, S.C. Burris, was

responsible for a half dozen other residences erected
during the previous year.

The structure was included

on a bird's eye map of the city published in 1889, as
well as in the city directory of that year. Tom Kains,
its original owner, was listed as a land surveyor with
the provincial Department of Lands & Works between 1889
2/
and 1893. ' By 1895 he had attained the post of SurveyorGeneral for the province; he held this position until
his death in 1901.3/
' The house passed from family hands
in 1903 when it was sold to E.J. Leeming, an accountant
who occupied it until 1906.

It subsequently passed through

a succession of occupants, ultimately being converted
into rooming house during the 1930s.
George C. Mesher, the builder, was responsible for
a large number of residences erected during the 1880s
and 1890s. The present structure may be compared with
the smaller and later (1896) house which he built for
himself, now 154 South Turner Street. Enclosed photographs
supplied by the present owner indicate the appearance
of 430 Dallas Road shortly after its completion (Figure 1)
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and immediately prior to construction of the motel additions
(c. 1960) and alternations of the exterior veneer (Figures 2
& 3). Although the structure's external appearance was
extensively altered by conversion into a motel complex,
the interior was left largely intact and remains in use
as a single family dwelling.
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Endnotes:
1

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 1 January 1889, "Improvements
for 1888".
It should be noted that prior to 1907 the house was
listed as 300 Dallas Road. Before 1893 it bore no
numerical address.

2

British Columbia Directories, 1889-1903.

3

B.C. Directory, 1902, lists occupant A.M. Kains,
widow of Tom Kains.
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Figure 1: Undated photo showing house shortly after completion.
(Courtesy of present owner).
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Figures 2 & 3: 430 Dallas Road c. 1960, immediately prior
to alterations and additions. (Courtesy of
present owner).
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Historian: Edward M i l l s
Date: S e p t e m b e r

1976

Geocode 110106000801002
City: v i c t o r i a
Address:i002 Wharf

Street

Building Name:oid Custom
(If important) House
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e 1

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 8 7 4 - 5
A r c h l t e c t . T . S . S c o t t , F e d e r a l D e p a r t m e n t of P u b l i c Works
Builder: Smith & C l a r k ; B.W. P e a r s e , D.P.W.
Craftsmen (List Type]M. Humber, m a s o n r y

McKay & Burgess, plastering
Name and occupation of original owner: Dominion Government
Notable subsequent owners and reason I d e n t i f i e d :
V a r i o u s F e d e r a l d e p a r t m e n t s ; Royal Canadian
Notable type of occupants: Navy
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
F e d e r a l D e p a r t m e n t s of Customs & I m m i g r a t i o n , M a r i n e & F i s h e r i e s ,
I n l a n d R e v e n u e ; Royal C a n a d i a n Navy: Royal C a n a d i a n N a v a l R e s e r v e
building u s e : G o v e r n m e n t a l , c u s t o m s h o u s e
Major building material ! B r i c k , s t o n e
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
Interior renovations,
1952-53
a l l offices

Architect

Comments:
O l d e s t f e d e r a l b u i l d i n g i n V i c t o r i a ; r a r e example of
Empire g o v e r n m e n t b u i l d i n g i n t h e p r o v i n c e .

Builder

Second
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1002 Wharf Street

Victoria

British Columbia's entry into Confederation resulted in
the construction of two Federal Government buildings in
Victoria within three years.

Initial plans called for

erection of all Federal facilities on a site located on
Government Street between Yates and Bastion Streets.
In 1872, the first unit, a combination Post Office and
savings bank, was begun.

The intention was to erect a

utilitarian structure which could later be sold as a commercial
block when construction of a permanent Federal Building
was deemed justifiable. '

Plans were abruptly changed

during the course of construction.

Amidst scathing criticisms

from the Victoria press regarding the "very inadequate
and unsatisfactory character of the buildings now in the
course of erection and contemplation by the Federal Government", 2/
remedial measures were taken.

Hasty modifications were

made to the design of the Post Office building to make
it more palatable, amidst charges that the Federal Government
was skimping on its expenditure in comparison to the
buildings it was erecting in eastern provinces.
In the spring of 1873, the Department of Public Works
announced that a separate building would be erected to
contain the Customs House and branch offices of the Departments
of Inland Revenue and Marine and Fisheries. A site on
the waterfront at the foot of Broughton Street, formerly
set aside by the Hudson's Bay Company as public domain,
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was selected and plans were drawn up by the office of
the Chief Architect for Public Works, T.S. Scott.
The editor of the Victoria Colonist remained skeptical.
He wrote of the revised plans:
...it may at least be hoped that a building of some
architectural pretentions will adorn so very conspicuous a site as that at the foot of Broughton Street....
Nor is it merely a Custom House; for the same building
is to accommodate the Departments of Public Works,
Marine and Fisheries, and Finance.

For a building

containing all these duties, we find the sum of $25,000
set down in the Estimates.

To assert that such an

amount is wholly and palpably inadequate to the production
of such an edifice as would become the prominent
site chosen, and be creditable and just to the Pacific
Province and to the Dominion Government will most
assuredly not be entering upon controversial ground. 4/
'
Plans for the Custom House featured the Second Empire
styling characteristic of numerous Federal buildings during
T.S. Scott's tenure as chief architect with the Department
of Public Works.

Construction of the building did not

commence until the spring of 1874.

On 30 April the Colonist

noted that a contract for its erection had been awarded
to the firm of Smith and Clark at a cost of $26,030.5/
'
Stone foundations and brickwork were supplied by local
mason and brickyard operator Maurice Humber.
was obtained from Thetis Island.

The stone
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The building was completed and ready for occupation
by mid-August of the following year.7/ A month earlier
the Colonist recorded impressions of a tour through the
nearly-finished structure:
The style of architecture is simple and businesslike.
A plain brick structure on a stone foundation with
cement corners and caps to the windows and doors,
and the roof is of the style known as Mansard....On
the right of the entrance is the collector's room
with a doorway communicating with that of the chief
clerk; and this again opens by a sliding glass screen
into the long room in which the principal business
of the establishment will be conducted.

On passing

through this we find ourselves in a spacious apartment
with five large windows, from most of which there
is a splendid view of the harbor, enabling the occupants
of the room to scan it in every direction, so that
it will be almost impossible for a vessel to go out
or come unknown to them.
At the top of the main staircase we find on our left
two rooms set apart for the Inland Revenue Department.
These are immediately over the long room and command
the same view....All these rooms are surrounded with
handsome fine panelled wainscot and hard finished
U

A

•

handsome cornices....

8/
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The 1885 Sanborn Insurance Plan of Victoria indicates
that a one storey frame warehouse was constructed on the
right side of the building, although a proposed wharf
had not been built (Figure 1).

The building housed the

offices of various government departments until the 1940s
when it was converted into a naval mess and renamed the
Marine Building.

In 1952 the interior of the building

was heavily renovated following its designation as the
quarters of H.M.C.S. Malahad Naval Reserve.9/
' Few original
interior details survive apart from stairwells and window
surrounds, although the exterior remains essentially unaltered.
The building has recently been leased by the City of Victoria
from the Federal Government.
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Endnotes:
1

Canada. Parliament. "Report of Thomas S. Scott, Esquire,
Chief Architect, Regarding Works and Repairs Executed
During the Fiscal Year Ending 30 June, 1873", Sessional
Papers, 1874, (vol. 2 & 7), Appendix No. 18 p. 134.
Scott states: "The buildings are so arranged that
when found to be insufficient for the requirements,
they, when other, but suitable ones, are erected,
can be sold to advantage".

2

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 5 July 1873, p. 2.

3

The architect in charge of the earlier Post OfficeSavings Bank building was B.W. Pearce, who was subsequently
referred to as the Public Works representative responsible
for awarding the contract for construction of the
Custom House (Daily Colonist) /Victoria/7, 30 April
1874, p. 3). In the annual reports of the Chief
Architect, Public Works, for 1874 and 1875, it is
suggested that plans for the Custom House were produced
by the Public Works office in Ottawa under the supervision
of T.S. Scott.

4

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 5 July 1873, p. 2.

5

Ibid., 30 April 1874, p. 3.

6

Ibid., 15 July 1874, p. 3.

7

Ibid., 18 August 1875, p. 2.

8

Ibid., 11 July 1875, p. 2.

9

D.W. Bowie, Department of Public Works, Victoria.

63

Figure 1: Victoria Custom House, after Sanborn Insurance
Plan of Victoria, 1885, sheet 8.
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Figure 2: Sketch of Victoria Custom House, c. 1875. (B.C.
Provincial Archives, Photo Collection, "VictoriaBuildings-Custom House" file, No. 78282.)
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Historian: Edward

Mills

Date:

1975

November

Geocode: 1 0 1 0 6 0 0 0 9 0 1 6 1 0 - 1 6 1 4
City:

victoria

Address: 1 6 1 0 - 1 6 1 4 S t o r e
Building Name: J a n i o n
( i f important)

Street

Hotel

Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB-Phase 1

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 8 9 1
Architect:

Unknown

Builder: J o h n T u r n e r
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner: W. W a l k e r and C.W.
Notable subsequent owners

Reinhardt

and reason I d e n t i f i e d :

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use:

Originally Residential,
Mercantile, storage

Major building material :
Alterations:
General Nature

h o t e l or

inn;

now

Brick
Date

Architect

Comments:
A l t h o u g h a b l e t o o f f e r h i g h c l a s s c o m f o r t and f a c i l i t i e s
c l o s e proximity to t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , the Janion survived
o n l y two y e a r s a s a h o t e l .

Builder

and
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1610-1614 Store Street

Victoria

The late 1880s and 1890s were a period of prosperity
for the city of Victoria.

As the provincial capital,

chief port, and terminus of the Esquimalt and Nanaimo
Railway, it was the centre of the province's commercial
activity.

This prosperity was reflected in the construction

of numerous brick hotels throughout the core area of the
city; the Janion, completed in the fall of 1891,

was

representative of many such structures in both size and
facilities.

Its location, adjacent to both the waterfront

and Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway depot set it apart, however,
and ironically led to its closure as a hotel within two
years of its opening.
Construction of the building was commenced in the
late fall of 1890. The 1 January 1891 issue of the Daily
Colonist notes that erection of a three storey brick block
on Store Street by builder John Turner, at a cost of $25,000,
was underway.2/ By 9 September the pending completion
of the building, named the Janion Hotel and featuring
50 bedrooms, a dining room, large office and ladies' ordinary
/
room among its facilities, was noted.3/
The name was
evidently derived from the building's proximity to Janion's
Wharf, a long-established facility founded by Richard
Janion, an importer, who had died in 1881. The property
on which the Janion Hotel was built may well have been
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purchased from the Janion family, who evidently continued
to own the wharf facilities.4/
'
Owners Walker and Reinhardt announced the opening
of their hotel in an ad published in the Colonist of 9 October
1891, assuring the clientele that cuisine from their kitchens
was prepared by white cooks only. '

A description of

the building—"one of the best-built and prettiest in
the city"—was carried in the same paper, dated 10 January
1892.

Overall dimensions were 50 feet by over 200

feet; the structure's irregular shape, dictated by its
lot which was adjacent to the E. & N.'s track
(Figure 1).

Interior features included electrical lighting

and heating and windows in every room, bathrooms and lavatories
on each floor, and sleeping rooms laid out in parallel
lines with a spacious corridor running the whole length
of each floor. The owners were said to be considering
the addition of two more storeys, since business had exceeded
all expectations. '
No such addition was ever commenced.

By 1895 the

building had ceased to be a hotel, having been acquired
by the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway to serve as its business
office; other sections of the building were rented out
to a cold storage company which owned a warehouse located
on the right side of the Janion.

Prior to 1908 the building

bore the street addresses 26 and 28 Store Street. Number
26 housed the various offices of the E. & N., while 28
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was listed as B. Wilson & Co. Storage or the B.C. Cold
Storage, Ice and Produce Company.

Interior alterations

made to accommodate the latter firm included installation
of a large ice-making plant at the rear of the building
(Figure 1).

Gaps in Victoria street directories make

it difficult to determine the date at which the building
ceased to be employed as the offices of the E. & N. Railway
(a wholly owned subsidiary of CPR).

In 1933 it housed

E. & N. offices as well as the Lake of the Woods Milling
Company.

By 1950 half of the building was listed as vacant

(No. 1610) , while the Lake of the Woods Company continued
to occupy the other section (No. 1614) . In 1951 the whole
building was listed as a warehouse used by the Central
Cartage Company Ltd.

It has continued to be employed

as a warehouse up until the present, although the property
is owned by Marathon Realty, a subsidiary of CPR.
The external appearance of the building is essentially
unaltered from its original phase as a hotel—in fact
it continues to bear the name Janion and 1891, its date
of construction, above the third floor windows on the projecting
central bay.

A notable feature of the front facade is

the extensive use of cast iron, both on first floor bays
and the central projecting bay above. Although interior
alterations have been extensive, a remarkably large amount
of original features remain, notably eight cast iron fireplaces
in three different models, the open central stairwell
and skylight, along with various fixtures and mouldings.
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The building presently stands isolated amidst parking
lots, railway tracks and a busy traffic intersection.
Its future is undetermined.
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Endnotes:
1

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 9 September 1891, p. 5.;
Also inscribed, front facade.

2

Ibid., 1 January 1891, p. 6. John Turner was
listed as a coal dealer and builder in
the 1893 Victoria Directory; his place of business
was listed as 28 Store Street, adjacent to (or possibly
in) the Janion Hotel. Turner was particularly active
during the late 1880s and early 1890s. Other buildings
erected by him and cited in various issues of the
Colonist included cottages and a villa residence
on Fort Street (1886) , a three storey commercial
building on Broad Street (1886), three frame residences
on Cook Street (1890) , and three brick commercial
blocks, each three storeys, on Johnson Street in
1892.

3

Ibid., 9 September 1891, p. 5.

4

Ibid., 10 February 1952, (magazine section), p. 11.

5

Ibid., 9 October 1891, p. 5.

6

Ibid., 10 January 1892, p. 5.

Also:

Victoria City Directories, 1891, 1910-11, 1933,
1950-1.
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Figure 1: Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Victoria (1885),
sheet 8: site of present structure occupied
by earlier 1 1/2 storey frame bakery with brick
oven at rear.

Figure 2: Goad's Fire Insurance Atlas of Victoria (1911),
volume I, sheet 6: present two storey brick
structure indicated.
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Figure 3: Goad's Fire Insurance Atlas of Victoria (1911),
vol. I, sheet 10: Janion Hotel following conversion
into office and warehouse facilities.
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Historian: Edward
Date:

November

Geocode:

Mills
1975

10106001000537

City: v i c t o r i a
Address: 537 J o h n s o n

Street

Building Name: w i l l e ' s
( i f important)

Bakery

Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB-Phase 1

Building Information
Date of Construction:

1887

Architect:

Fisher

Elmer H.

Builder: unknown
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners

Louis Wille,

baker

and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use M e r c a n t i l e ,

specialty

s t o r e or shop

(baker's

shop)

Major building m a t e r i a l : B r i c k
Alterations:
General Nature

Date

Architect

Comments:
The e x t e r i o r f e a t u r e s h a v e s u r v i v e d u n c h a n g e d from t h e
s t r u c t u r e ' s o r i g i n a l a p p e a r a n c e and s t i l l r e f l e c t t h a t t h e
b u i l d i n g was i n i t i a l l y c o n s t r u c t e d a s a b a k e r y .

Builder
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537 Johnson Street

Victoria

Miller and baker Louis Wille immigrated to British Columbia
from his native Saxony during the Franco-Prussian War.
Between 1877 and 1887 he operated the London Bakery in
New Westminster.

In 1887 he moved to Victoria where he

acquired an existing bakery located in a frame 1 1/2 storey
building on lower Johnson Street (Figure 1).

In the

same year this structure was dismantled, and a two storey
brick bakery erected in its place.2/
'
It is possible that
the brick oven located at the rear of the earlier frame
building was incorporated in the 1887 structure, since
its location coincides with the existing one.
The architect of Wille*s Bakery was Elmer H. Fisher.
Nothing at present is known of Fisher's training. He
practiced briefly in Vancouver (1886-7) before moving
to Victoria where he established a partnership with W.
Ridgeway Wilson.

The present structure was evidently

designed immediately on Fisher's arrival in the city,
prior to establishment of this partnership—the Colonist
of May 22, 1887, noted that Fisher alone had completed
designs for several Victoria buildings including Wille's
Bakery, a three storey block for George Stelly, the Goldstream
Hotel, as well as several homes including one for himself.3/
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Fisher remained in Victoria until 1889 when he moved to
Seattle.

He is credited with having designed more than

fifty buildings in that city following the fire which
occurred in that year.4/
'
Wille's Bakery featured an ornately decorated Italianate
front facade, highlighted by rectangular arches above
second storey windows and the baker's symbol affixed above
the cornice.

Exterior features survive unchanged from

the structure's original appearance.

Bakery facilities

were contained on the first floor, while the Wille family
resided in an apartment above.
After opening his bakery, Louis Wille embarked upon
other business ventures.

During the late 1890s the shop

was listed as both bakery and grocery. 5/

Wille also acquired

a dairy farm in Esquimalt and a fleet of three sealing
schooners.

Although he evidently maintained ownership

of the building, Victoria directories listed the structure
as the W.R. Dickson Bakery between 1903 and 1905.6'

When

his other enterprises failed Wille returned to the baking
business.

It has remained in the family until the present

time, having been passed through three generations.
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Endnotes;
1

"The Islander", Daily Colonist (Victoria), 22 February
1959, p. 3.

2

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 22 May 1887, p. 1.

3

The nearby W.G. Cameron Building, 581 Johnson Street
was designed by Fisher & Wilson in 1888.

4

Harold Kalman, Exploring Vancouver, (Vancouver, 1974),
p. 8.

5

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 22 February 1959, p. 3.

6

Victoria Directories, 1887-1908.

77
Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

HistorianiEdward M i l l s
Date:

1975

Geocode:10106001100525
City:

Victoria

Address:

525 F o r t

Street

Building Name .-Temple B u i l d i n g
(if Important)
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e 1

Building Information
Date of Construction:i893
Architect:samuel Maclure
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)
M e s s r s . W e i l e r B r o s . - Woodwork
Name and occupation of original owner: R o b e r t Ward Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

businessman

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

., . . . .
.
uuiidlnc use:

Originally Administrative, Professional,
__?
...
..
,__
o f f i c e and M e r c a nLt i l e , s t o r a g e
Major building material : B r i c k
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
Architect
I n t e r i o r completely renovated
1968-69

Financial,

Builder

Comments:The Temple B u i l d i n g i s t h e e a r l i e s t and most i m p r e s s i v e
of t h e c o m m e r c i a l b u i l d i n g s d e s i g n e d by Samuel M a c l u r e .
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525 Fort Street

Victoria

Although Samuel Maclure is primarily noted as a designer
of large homes, he was responsible for a number of commercial
and industrial designs in both Vancouver and Victoria. '
The Temple Building is the earliest and most impressive
of these structures.

It was constructed for Victoria

businessman Robert Ward and opened in September 1893.2/
'
Ward was engaged mainly in the export of salmon products,
although he was also a member of Victoria's diplomatic
corps and a local insurance firm.

He also served as a

councillor, magistrate and pilotage commissioner, as well
/
as managing director of the B.C. Corporation Ltd.3/
When the building was completed the Daily Colonist
reported:
The two-storey building, architect S. Maclure, has
a foundation of Cobble Hill sandstone, which is built
up sufficiently high to make the brick wall show
well.

The bricks in the walls are hard pressed,

the building having terra cotta facings. The work
looks even to a novice very neat and massive, while
experts at once pronounce it very substantial and
solid.
The main entrance on Fort Street, through a handsome
archway, which rises over the doorway, includes in
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the semi-circle above, a large plate glass window
on the main floor.

Sides of the archway are supported

by round polished Scotch granite pillars.

The handsome

stone staircase, with low wide steps runs up to the
main offices from a short landing inside the entrance....
This office is separated from the corridor by the
handsome antique oak counter, with a pretty, solid
brass railing on top and bevelled Englished plate
glass windows.

The counter was made in Vicotria

by Messrs. Weiler Bros, and is one of the most handsome
pieces of work ever turned out of their factory.
The wood is what is known as water-finished—the
process giving it a peculiar rich colour that at
once bespeaks its worth.... 4/
'
The building was originally divided into office and
warehousing facilities.

This was done by means of dividing

the structure into two distinct parts, a frontal section
and rear element, "which was opened up with a marvellously
rhythmical series of arches", leading Leonard K. Eaton
to suggest that "in overall form it is therefore a remarkable
anticipation of Louis Sullivan's Security Bank Building
at Owatonna, Minnesota of 1907-08".5/
'

The building featured

steam heating and a combination of gas and electrical
lighting when opened.
Unfortunately, while the building's exterior remains
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unaltered, the interior has been almost completely renovated
and converted into provincial government offices. These
changes were made in 1968-69. /

Apart from the main foyer,

staircase, and a small amount of wall and ceiling detail,
none of the original interior features survive.
Leonard K. Eaton, in his brief catalogue The Architecture
of Samuel Maclure, has speculated on the possible sources
of the Temple Building's design:
The sources of the Temple Building unquestionably
lie in the American commercial style of the eighteeneighties, which Maclure would have encountered as
he passed through the mid-west on his way to Philadelphia.
It is particularly close to certain buildings in
Chicago by John Wellborn Root, especially the Insurance
Exchange of 1882 and the Rookery of 1884-85. Another
possible source is Root's Mills Building in San Francisco
in 1891-92, which Maclure could easily have seen
on a visit to the city.

In any event, the evaluation

of the building must turn, not upon its sources,
but upon what the architect did with them.
the comment must surely be affirmative.

Here

The Temple

Building has an impact far beyond its actual size.
Legend has it that Maclure was very fond of the structure,
and in later years enjoyed walking past it whenever
he could.

He is said to have remarked that he had

beaten the Americans at their own game. As one studies
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the building today, there appears to be considerable
justification for his feeling. 7/
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Endnotes;
1

A number of commercial buildings by Maclure in Vancouver
have been phase 1 recorded. These include: 611
Main St. (demolished) (1909), 195 Alexander (warehouse)
(1910), 1607 Yew St. (1910).

2

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 12 September 1893. See
also "Building Record", Daily Colonist (Victoria),
1 January 1894.

3

Daily Colonist (Victoria), "Temple Building, Built
in 1893, B.C.'s Finest", 3 May 1964, p. 14.

4

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 12 September 1893.

5

Leonard K. Eaton, The Architecture of Samuel Maclure,
(Victoria, 1971).

6

Provincial Government of B.C., Department of Public
Works, plans 19084.

7

Leonard K. Eaton, op. cit.
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Historian:Edward M i l l s
Date:1975

Geocode: 1 0 1 0 6 0 0 1 1 0 0 7 1 7 - 7 2 3
City : V i c t o r i a
Address: 7 1 7 - 7 2 3 F o r t

Street

Building Name: J o n e s B u i l d i n g
(if important)
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e 1

Building Information
Date of Con8truction:1912
Architect:Samuel M a c l u r e
Builder :
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner: D r . Oswald
Meredith Jones,
^phys.i.c'ia 11 & s u r g e o n
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: A d m i n i s t r a t i v e , P r o f e s s i o n a l , F i n a n c i a l ,

office

Major building m a t e r i a l i B r i c k
Alterations:
General Nature
Extensive i n t e r i o r
renovations

Date
1961-62

Architect

Builder

Comments: The J o n e s B u i l d i n g i s n o t a b l e a s o n e of t h e r a r e n o n r e s i d e n t i a l c o m m i s s i o n s of Samuel M a c l u r e i n V i c t o r i a .
Building demolished 1977.
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717-723 Fort Street

Victoria

The four-storey Commercial Style Jones Building is notable
as one of the rare non-residential commissions of Samuel
Maclure in Victoria.

It was constructed in 1912 for

Dr. Oswald Meredith Jones, a prominent local physician and
surgeon.

/

Oswald Meredith Jones arrived in Victoria in 1890
as ship's surgeon aboard HMS Warspite, flagship of the
Pacific Squadron. Within three years he had married and
established a medical practice in the city.2/
' Around
this time he acquired a four-storey structure at 83 Port
Street from another surgeon which was to serve as both
his residence and medical office until 1911 (address changed
to 715 Fort Street in 1908).

In the fall of 1911 Jones

moved into a new home in Oak Bay and commissioned the
design of a new office building on the site of his initial
premises along with an adjacent lot.
Plans for the new building were completed by October
1911, for a contract for its construction followed in
January 1912.3/
' Notable features of the structure were
the use of ceramic glazed tile on the front facade, along
with a highly ornamented cornice. A concern for well
lit offices dictated a deep U-shaped layout as well as
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large upper floor windows.

Interior features of the first

floor included marble wainscotting, honduras mahogany
wood trim, and tiled floors.
standardized in layout.

Upper floor layouts were

Dr. Jones, in partnership with

a Dr. Forrest Leeder, continued to occupy the first floor
of the building until his death in 1918 at the age of
55 years.

An obituary in the Victoria Colonist termed

Jones as "one of the most eminent surgeons of the North
American continent and without doubt the leading man in
his profession in the Dominion of Canada". 4/
' The doctor
was undoubtedly highly esteemed by his adopted city; an
IODE chapter was named after him, while a commemorative
plaque was unveiled in his honour at Esquimalt. 5/
'
Unfortunately, few original features remain within
the building which bears Jones' name.

The structure underwent

extensive interior renovations in 1961-2, commissioned
by its present owners, the real estate firm of Ker and
Stevenson.

The alterations included the lowering of

ceilings, installation of new flooring, partitions and
lighting.

A number of original details remain in hallways

and stairwalls.
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Endnotes:
1

Victoria City Directories, 1911-13. See also the
Goad's Fire Insurance Plan for Victoria, 1911. This
edition, published in October 1911, indicates that
construction had not yet begun, although plans had
been completed.

2

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 9 July 1972, p. 13 (mag.
section); ibid., 16 July 1972, p. 3 (mag. section).

3

Building plans, Planning Division, Victoria City
Hall, seven pages, bearing name of architect,
builder (illegible), date of contract, etc.

4

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 9 July 1972, p. 13 (mag.
section); ibid., 16 July 1972, p. 3 (mag. section).

5

Ibid.

6

Building plans, op. cit.
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Historian: Edward M i l l s
Date:

Geocode:

March 1976

10106001101156

City: v i c t o r i a
Address: H 5 6 F o r t

Street

Building Name: f o r m e r l y "Wentworth
(if i m p o r t a n t ) v i l l a " ; now The
C o n n o i s s e u r ' s Shop
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e 1

Building Information
Date of Construction: c a .
Architect: Unknown
Builder:

1862-63

Craftsmen (List Type)

Name and occupation of original owner: C a p t a i n B a i l e y E l l a „
.
ship's pilot
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

coastal

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
Building u s e : 0 r i 9 * n a l l v R e s i d e n t i a l , s i n g l e d w e l l i n g ; now R e s i d e n t i a l ,
s i n g l e d w e l l i n g and M e r c a n t i l e , s p e c i a l s t o r e or s h o p
Major building material : Wood
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
Architect
Builder
Rear e x t e n s i o n
pre-1911
1 s t o r e y woodshed added
pre-1911
S i d e wing added
1957
Rear woodshed e n l a r g e d
New f o u n d a t i o n s & i n t e r i o r
plasterwork
Comments: T h i s h o u s e and t h e s l i g h t l y l a t e r I r v i n g House i n New
W e s t m i n s t e r (1865) a r e t h e most n o t a b l e e x a m p l e s of t h e
c e n t r e - g a b l e d P i c t u r e s q u e c o t t a g e in the p r o v i n c e .
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1156 Fort Street

Victoria

The Picturesque idiom enjoyed a brief flourish of popularity
in British Columbia during the 1860s.

Its appearance

in residential designs in Victoria and New Westminster
was likely attributable to the presence of copies of A.J.
Downing's copy books and architects and tradesmen drawn
north from California in the wake of the 1858 gold rush.
The present structure, erected around 1862, and the slightly
later (1865) Irving House in New Westminster

are the

most notable examples of the centre gabled Picturesque
cottage in the province.

Interestingly enough, both were

erected for prominent local sea captains, William Irving
of New Westminster and Henry Bailey Ella of Victoria.
Henry Ella was born in London in 1826. He joined
the merchant marine during the early 1850s and sailed
to Victoria as first mate aboard the Norman Morison, a
barque chartered by the Hudson's Bay Company for transporting
settlers to Vancouver Island.

He remained in the area,

serving as a coastal pilot indentured to the Hudson's
Bay Company until 1862, the year in which he acquired
his property located on the crest of a hill on the outskirts
of Victoria fronting on the Cadboro Bay Road (later named
Fort Street).

Ella subsequently obtained a regular pilot's

licence and engaged in shipping along the British Columbia
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coast, ending his career tragically in 1873 when he drowned
in Burrard Inlet near the future site of Vancouver.
Details concerning the construction of Ella's home
are sparse.

The building is assumed to have been erected

between 1862, the year of his acquisition of the property,

2/
/

and 1863 when his mother-in-law sold her home in Sooke
and joined the household. 3/
'
The designer and builders
of the home are unknown.

The structurally similar Irving

House was designed and erected by New Westminster contractor
and mill owner T.W. Graham; Ella's mobility as coastal
pilot could conceivably have put him in contact with this
individual.

John Wright, designer of the Bissett and

Carr residences on Government Street in Victoria,

as

well as the Picturesque Angela College on Burdett Avenue
and a known exponent of A.J. Downing's designs,4/ may conceivably
have been responsible.
In common with other notable Victoria and New Westminster
dwellings of the period, the Ella residence featured extensive
use of California redwood in its construction.

Although

studding was of British Columbia fir, the sheathing, sashwork,
flooring and ornamental trim were of redwood. 5/
'

744,000

board feet of this material was imported into Victoria
in 1863 alone, evidently to supply the local market for
high grade sheathing and mouldings which local and regional
mills were not yet geared to produce.
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"Wentworth Villa", as the Ella family named their
home, was one of the largest private residences in the
colony at the time of its completion, containing fourteen
rooms equally divided between two floors. Notable interior
features were eleven foot ceilings, imported mahogany
bannister and spindles on the main staircase, and nine
coal-fired fireplaces. Martha Cheney Ella continued to
reside in the home long after the death of her husband
in 1873. A number of additions were made to the structure
prior to her death in 1911. These included a rear extension
already present in the early photograph of the home taken
around 1880 (Figure 1) and a one storey woodshed, both of which
survive. Various outbuildings scattered at the rear of
the building shown in the 1911 Victoria fire insurance
plan (Figure 3) have been removed.

The house was inherited

by one of Martha Ella's seven children who continued to
reside in it until the mid-1930s.

It remained vacant

for a number of years before being acquired by the Grant
family shortly prior to its slated demolition in 1940.
The Grants undertook extensive renovations on the building,
including installation of a new foundation, new plasterwork
in areas of the interior, addition of a side wing in 1957
and extension of the rear wood shed by an additional two
feet.

Comparison of the exterior of the house during

the Ella occupancy (Figure 1) and after renovations by
the Grants (Figure 2) reveals few changes. The original
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front verandah has been altered by removal of an upper
railing and replacement of rectangular supports by turned
ones; the surrounding grounds have been diminished both
by subdivision prior to 1911 and by addition made by the
owner, Faith (Grant) Graham, who has used the building as
an antique shop and residence since acquiring it in 1940.
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Endnotes:
1

James K. Nesbitt, introduction, "The Diary of Martha
Cheney Ella", British Columbia Historical Quarterly,
vol. XIII, 1949, p. 96.

2

Daily Times (Victoria), 20 December 1944.

3

James K. Nesbitt, op. cit.

4

Harold Kirker, California's Architectural Frontier
(Santa Barbara, 1973), p. 58.

5

Daily Times (Victoria), 23 May 1962, p. 30.

6

P.D. Floyd, The Human Geography of Southeastern Vancouver
Island (unpublished M.A. thesis, University of Victoria,
1969), p. 56.

X)
U)

Figure 1: "Wentworth Villa" c. 1880.
No. 2856).

(B.C. Provincial Archives Photographic Collection,

U3

Figure 2: "Wentworth Villa" in 1948.
No. 24786).

(B.C. Provincial Archives Photographic Collection,
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Figure 3: After Goad's Insurance Atlas of Victoria(1911),
vol. 2, sheet 128.
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Historian-Edward M i l l s
Date: F e b r u a r y 1976

Geocode: 10106001101501
City-.Victoria
Address: 1501 F o r t

Street

Building Name: former
(if important) House

Higgins

Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e 1

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1885
Architect: Unknown
Builder:
J o h n Monroe
Craftsmen (List Type)
, M ,
David W i l l i a m H i g g i n s ,
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
journalist
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
1910-Dr. H a l l - o p e r a t e d house as Restholme Sanitarium
1 9 6 3 - C a r l Rudolph - r e n o v a t e d h o u s e
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l ,
Major building material :
Alterations:
General Nature
Extensive renovation &
repair

single

local

dwelling

Wood

Date
1963-present

Architect

Builder

Comments: P r e s e n t owner u n d e r t o o k t o r e f u r b i s h t h e b u i l d i n g .
His
r e n o v a t i o n s have been e x t e n s i v e , and he h a s i n s t a l l e d i t e m s from
various s t r u c t u r e s being demolished throughout the c i t y .
The
h o u s e i s r e c o g n i z e d a s a l o c a l s h o w p i e c e of V i c t o r i a n a .
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1501 Fort Street

Victoria

In 1885 David William Higgins joined the growing number
among Victoria's wealthy establishment who were electing
to move to outlying suburban areas where they could erect
expansive manors and villas on large tracts of land.
Districts such as the Gorge, Esquimalt Road and Cadmore
Bay Road areas offered spacious lots and social exclusiveness
less readily available in older residential areas of the
city.

Higgins" choice was a tract of land in Regent's

Park, facing on the Cadboro Bay Road, where he announced
his intention of erecting a home valued at around $10,000
in the summer of 1885. /
Higgins' wealth and stature was based primarily upon
his career as a local journalist.

Born in Halifax, Nova

Scotia in 1834, he had grown up in Brooklyn, New Jersey.
In 1852 he had moved to California where he began his
newspaper career, establishing the San Francisco Morning
Call in 1856. Two years later he sold this publication
and moved to British Columbia.

His first job in the province

was that of special correspondent to the British Colonist
based at Yale on the Fraser River during the gold rush.
In 1860 he moved to Victoria where he worked with Amor
de Cosmos in the Colonist office.

This relationship lasted

until 1862 when he broke with the volatile de Cosmos
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and established a rival publication, the Victoria Daily
Chronicle.

A number of years later Higgins bought out

the Colonist, initially renaming it the Daily British
Colonist and Victoria Chronicle.

In addition to his newspaper

work Higgins took an active role in local and provincial
politics.

He organized and was president of the Victoria

Fire Department, served on the local Board of Education
(1866-9), was a member of city council, and was elected
to the Provincial Legislature as a Liberal Conservative.
He served as Speaker of the house intermittently between
1889 and 1897.

In 1900 Higgins retired from public life

and embarked on a career as a novelist, producing two
books of note, The Mystic Spring in 1904 followed by The
Passing of a Race in 1905.2/
' Higgins died in 1917.
Initial announcement of Higgins' plans to erect
a home in Regent's Park were published in the March 14,
1885 issue of the Colonist, which noted that surveying
of his lot was underway for construction of a $10,000
residence.3/
' The structure does not appear on the 1885
Sanborn Fire Plan of Victoria since Regent's Park lay
well beyond the core area of the city covered by this
map.

It does appear, however, on the 1903 Goad's Fire

Insurance Plan of the city (Figure 1).

Stylistically,

Higgins' house was representative of trends occurring
in residential designs in Victoria during the mid- to late1880s.

Italianate features, notably a low-pitched hipped
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roof, arched window heads and projecting bays were combined
with a highly asymmetrical plan characteristic of Queen
Ann designs which made their appearance in the following
decade.

The building's architect is unfortunately unknown.

Higgins resided in his home until 1904. In the following
year he was listed as a resident of the Balmoral Hotel,
while Dr. Ernest Hall was the new owner of 157 Cadboro
Road—the address of the house was changed to 1501 Fort
Street between 1907 and 1908. The estate on which the
house had been erected was originally bounded by the block
shown in figure 1.

By 1907 it had been subdivided and

"Illahie", the large half timber C.F. Todd house designed
by Samuel Maclure had been erected on half of the original
property.

Further subdivision occurred on the Fort Street

frontage where three small infill houses were erected
between 1907 and 1909. The house was listed as Dr. Hall's
residence until 1910 when it was entered in city directories
as the Restholme Sanitarium, operated by Dr. Hall.
1913 it was converted into a nurses' home.

In

In ensuing

years the building was converted into a rooming house,
and the interior floor plan was altered accordingly.
Original interior features were removed, and the condition
of the structure gradually deteriorated.

In 1963 it was

acquired by Carl Rudolph, a shipwright at the Esquimalt
Naval Base, who undertook to refurbish the building.
Rudolph's renovations have been extensive.

They have
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included rewiring, replacement of original floors, and
installation of items from various structures being demolished
throughout the city.

Stained glass windows were obtained

from the Gorge Road Hospital, while floors were retrieved
from the Sir Frank Barnard residence in Victoria West.
Wood panelling came from the Henry Croft home, while the
upstairs fireplace formerly resided in an unspecified
house on Stanley Street.

Chandeliers are believed to

have originally been located in the old Pantages Theatre. 4/
A number of notable original interior features remain
in the house.

These include an impressive main staircase,

boxed door and window mouldings, decorative plaster work
and first floor fireplaces.

In 1975 Mr. Rudolph received

a regional award from Heritage Canada for his restoration
work on the Higgins House which is becoming recognized
as a local showpiece of Victoriana. '
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Endnotes:
1

Recent newspaper articles on the Higgins House suggest
that the original site covered 10 acres (eg. Times
/Victoria/ 3 October 1975, p. 19); this does not
appear to have been the case. The Daily Colonist
(Victoria), 1 January 1886, notes construction of
another large home for a Mr. Preston, "a few hundred
feet away" from Higgins*s structure, also in Regent's
Park. The 1889 bird's eye map of the city indicates
a number of residences in the immediate vicinity.

2

Biographical information on D.W. Higgins was obtained
from the following sources: Biographical Dictionary
of British Columbians (Vancouver, 1890), p. 192;
Daily Colonist (Victoria), 1 December 1917 (obituary).

3

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 14 March 1885, p. 3.
See also ibid., 1 January 1886, p. 2.

4

Information obtained from Carl Rudolph by phase 2
recorders.

5

Times (Victoria), October 3, 1975, p. 3; also Daily
Colonist (Victoria), April 14, 1968.
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Figure 1: Goad's Fire Insurance Plan of Victoria (1903,
revised to 1909), sheet 47.
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Historian: Edward M i l l s
Date: 1976

Geocode: 10106001300636
City: v i c t o r i a
Address:636

F

iSgard

Street

Building N a m e : c h i n e s e P u b l i c
(if important)

School

Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e 1

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1909
Architect: David C. Frame
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)
„
.
_,
i , i
Chinese Consolidated
c
Name and occupation of original owner:
, , .
Association
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Benevolent

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: E d u c a t i o n a l ,

school

Major building m a t e r i a l : B r i c k
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
R e n o v a t i o n s t o i n t e r i o r 1959

Architect

Builder

Comments:
. .
The s c h o o l h a s c e a s e d t o f u n c t i o n a s t h e s o l e s o u r c e of e d u c a t i o n f o r
C h i n e s e c h i l d r e n ; i n s t e a d i t s r o l e i s now s u p p l e m e n t a l , p r o v i d i n g a f t e r hour c l a s s e s i n t h e C h i n e s e l a n g u a g e & t r a d i t i o n a l c u l t u r a l v a l u e s .
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636 Fisgard Street

Victoria

Political discrimination against the Chinese population
in British Columbia began during the early 1880s with
passage of restrictive legislation by the provincial government.
Initially, the only means of protesting against repressive
laws or unjust treatment of members of the Chinese community
lay in petitions forwarded to the Federal government via
the Chinese consul-general, located in San Francisco.
In 1884 members of the Chinese community in Victoria,
the largest in the province, founded the Chinese Consolidated
Benevolent Association.
(1)

Its functions were to be fourfold:

to lobby protests against discriminatory laws and

taxes; (2)

to arbitrate and maintain peace and order in

Chinatown; (3) fund raising and relief, and (4) to
administer a hospital, cemetery and school for the
Victoria Chinese community. 2/
'
Within a year the Association had raised $30,000
for the construction of a three-storey brick building
on Fisgard Street to house its facilities. The building's
designer was John Teague, a leading Victoria architect
(city hall, Church of Our Lords, etc.).

Apart from the

incorporation of an ornate external wood balcony, the
structure was indistinguishable from contemporary business
blocks being erected in the city.

Although the balconies
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have been removed, the building survives (558 Fisgard).
Establishment of a school for Chinese children on
the premises did not occur until 1899. On 2 July 1899
the Daily Colonist noted that "few white people manifested
any interest in the opening in Chinatown yesterday of
3/
the first Chinese public school in Canada...." '

The insti-

tution school, named Lock Quon by its founder, Lee Mong Vow,
undertook to teach its students the four basic principles
of Chinese culture:

demeanor, altruism, prudence, and

modesty.
In 1908 a Chinese consulate was established in Ottawa,
thus removing one of the initial functions served by the
Consolidated Benevolent Society, and permitting it to
concentrate its efforts primarily upon the provision of
social and cultural leadership for its community.

A major

step was the construction of a new separate school building
5/
.
.
.
in 1909. '

As with the initial building, plans were provided

by a non-Chinese designer, evidently with input from members
of the society.

The new Imperial Chinese School was designed

by Scotsman David C. Frame, who had received his formal
training in Glasgow, and subsequently worked as an assistant
in the Victoria office of Francis M. Rattenbury (19058).

The Chinese school was one of Frame's earliest independent

commissions, along with an exhibition hall for the Victoria
Agricultural Association.

/

The finished school building

was a curious composition of Italianate, Gothic, and Moorish
elements, combined with up-turned eve corners which, as
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Martin Segger has noted, "combined to make an impression
which to locals must have looked exotic enough to appear
Chinese".7/
The new school was officially opened on 8 August
1909.

The accompanying festivities, highlighted by speeches

given by the Chinese consul-general from San Francisco,
the mayor of Victoria, and Bishop Perin, contrasted sharply
with the almost-unnoticed founding of the institution
ten years earlier.

Enrolment at the time of the building's

opening totalled 250 children.
The functions of the Association continued to decline
as members of the Chinese community became increasingly
integrated into the social structure of the city. The
school ceased to function as the sole source of education
for Chinese children; its role became a supplemental one,
providing classes in Chinese language and traditional
cultural values after regular class hours.

It continues

to serve in this function at present.
In 1959, on the 60th anniversary of the school's
founding a $10,000 renovation was carried out on the building
/
interior.8/
The exterior of the structure remains unaltered.
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Endnotes:
1

Branches of the Association were subsequently opened
in other communities throughout the province.

2

Chuen-Lan Lai, pp. 58-9.

3

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 2 July 1899, p. 3; also
ibid., June 30, 1899, p. 3.

4

Ibid., 4 October 1970, p. 10.

5

Ibid., 8 August 1909, pp. 1 and 7.

6

Architectural Institute of British Columbia, D.C.
Frame Biographical file (A.I.B.C. No. 113). Subsequent
Victoria buildings by Frame included: Alexandra
Club (1909), Victoria Creamery (no date), Bank Street
School (1910), plus "numerous houses and small bungalows".
Frame closed his practice in 1914 and served overseas
until 1919. He returned to Victoria and worked as
a draftsmen in a succession of architects' offices
until 1940 when he was reinstated as a practicing
architect. He ceased practicing in 1954.

7

City of Victoria, Heritage Conservation Report (Victoria,
1975) , p. 23.
~~
"~

8

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 17 September 1959, p.
35.
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Historian: Edward M i l l s
Datel975

Geocode: 10106001300650
City:

Victoria

Address: 650 F i s g a r d

Street

Building Name: M a s o n i c Temple(if important) V i c t o r i a Lodge 1
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB-Phase 1

Building Info Emotion
Date of Construction: 1878
Architect:

J o h n Teague

Builder:
D i n s d a l e and Malcolm
Craftsmen (List Type)
Masonry - W r a i t
Carpentry - J. Bennett
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners

O r d e r of

Freemasons

and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use:

S o c i a l and R e c r e a t i o n a l , c l u b or

Major building m a t e r i a l :

lodge

Brick

Alterations:
General Nature
Extensive renovation &
expansion

Date
1909

Architect

lJuilder, . r
DITfScTale &
Malcolm

Comments:
V i c t o r i a Lodge 1 was t h e f i r s t c h a p t e r of t h e Order of F r e e m a s o n s
be e s t a b l i s h e d i n B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a .

to
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650 Fisgard Street

Victoria

Victoria Lodge No. 1 has the distinction of being the
first chapter of the Order of Freemasons to be established
in what was to become the province of British Columbia. Although
the date of its founding was 1859, permanent quarters
were not erected until 1878 when the earliest section
of the present structure was built. Architect of this
two-storey mansard-roofed building was John Teague, '
who also designed the first section of the nearby City
Hall in the same year.
John Teague was born in Cornwall, England in 1833.
In 1856 he was lured to California by the gold rush, but
soon abandoned mining for building construction.

In 1858

he was again attracted by gold, this time in the Cariboo,
only to retreat down the Fraser River to Victoria where
he again established a construction business. His initial
work was primarily concentrated at the Esquimalt Naval
Base where he enjoyed a monopoly on building contracts
which lasted until the mid-1880s. By 1874, however,
he had gained sufficient proficiency in building design
to begin advertising himself as an architect rather than
contractor.

His first commission was the Reformed Episcopalian

Church of Our Lord, erected in 1874. This was followed
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by a succession of major institutional and commercial
commissions including the city hall and Masonic Lodge.
In fact Teague continued to dominate the Victoria market
for commercial and institutional designs until the early
1890s, with such notable commissions as the Oriental
Hotel (1883-8) , a major addition to St. Ann's Academy
(1886) , the Chinese Benevolent Association Building (1885) ,
the Colonial Metropole Hotel (1892), and his culminating work,
the Driard Hotel, (1891-2) at 1151 Broad Street, now a
section of the T. Eaton Department Store complex.
Notable Teague designs at the Esquimalt Naval Base included
the Naval Storekeeper's House and the Royal Naval Hospital,
both constructed during the mid-1880s.

Teague was also

active in local municipal politics and served as mayor
of Victoria for one term during the late 1890s.

He died

in relative poverty in 1902.2/
'
The cornerstone of the Masonic Lodge was laid on
23 April 1878.

It was completed and officially opened

in October 1878.

Built at an estimated cost of $17,000,

the contractors were Dinsdale and Malcolm. Masonry and
•
...
carpentry were by Wrait and J. Bennett. 3/
' In its
initial
configuration, the building contained two floors--the
first being occupied by shops, and the second by Lodge
facilities.

Access to the upper floor was by means of

an entrance located at the corner of the building, at
the intersection of Douglas and Fisgard Streets (Figure 1 ) .
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In July 1909, extensive renovation and expansion
work was commenced.4/
' A new section, measuring 53 feet
by 50 feet was built on the Fisgard Street side of the
original building.

A new main entrance featuring a pair

of corinthian columns surmounted by a portico was located
on this section, while additional shops were installed
on the first floor.

Second floor windows on the original

section were bricked in, and an additional storey was
constructed by lowering the original first storey ceiling
and utilizing former attic space located within the mansard
roof area, creating a total of three storeys where there
had formerly been two. The original corner entrance was
blocked off. New lodge rooms, chapter room, and ante
rooms were located on the second floor, while the third
floor contained the main lodge, which featured a pipe
organ located in a gallery at the rear. A new heating
system was also installed (Figure 2).
The altered and enlarged structure were rededicated
and officially opened on 15 December 1909, on the fiftieth
anniversary of the introduction of Freemasonry into the
province. '
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Endnotes:
1

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 23 April 1878, p. 3.
Speech of the Grand Master: "Brother Teague, finding
the plans which you have prepared for this new Masonic
Hall are in accordance with the rules and regulations
of our venerable society and perceiving that the
building will be an ornament to this city and a credit
to your skill as a craftsman, I have much pleasure
in expressing my approval of the designs, and for
your guidance I place them in your charge again,
having full confidence in your integrity and skill
to complete the building...."

2

Biographical information obtained from John Teague
vertical file, B.C. Archives.

3

John T. Marshall, History of the Grand Lodge of British
Columbia, 1871-1970 (Victoria, 1971).

4

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 15 December 1909, p.
2.

5

Ibid.
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Figure 1: Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Victoria (1885),
sheet 4: original section of Masonic Hall featured
corner entrance with shops on first floor.

Figure 2: Goad's Fire Insurance Atlas of Victoria (1911),
volume 1, sheet 11: addition on Fisgard Street
frontage; main entrance shifted to Fisgard Street,
additional shops on first floor.
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HistorianrEdward
Date:

Mills

1975

Geocode: 1 0 1 0 6 0 0 1 8 0 0 1 5 4
City:Victoria
Address: 154 T u r n e r
South
Building Name:
(if Important)

Street

Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB

Building

Information

Date of C o n s t r u c t i o n : 1 8 9 6
Architect:
Builder : G e o r g e C .

Mesher

Craftsmen ( L i s t Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner j G e o r g e C . M e s h e r Notable subsequent owners

and reason

local

builder

identified:

Notable type of o c c u p a n t s :
Notable occupants and reason

identified:

Building u s e : R e s i d e n t i a l ,

single

dwelling

Major b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l : Wood
Al t e r a t i o n s :
General Nature

Comments:

Date

Architect

Builder
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154 South Turner Street

Victoria

This two storey frame home is a representative example
of middle income residential architecture in Victoria
during the 1890s.

It was constructed in 1896 ' by George
Mesher, a local builder, who lived in it for two years.2/
'
It was then purchased by Alfred Penner Briggs, proprietor
of the Empire Hotel on Johnson Street. Briggs resided
in the house until his death, around 1905. His widow
and family continued to live there.

In fact it has been

continuously occupied by the Briggs family until the present
time.
Few alterations have been made to either the interior
or exterior of the structure. A stable, presumably erected
at the same time as the house, remains at the rear. Most
furnishings date from the time of the Briggs1 initial
occupancy.
The structure's original street address was 4 South
Turner; it was changed to 154 South turner in 1907. The
house may be compared with an earlier and larger one built
by Mesher, the Thomas Kains house of 430 Dallas Road.
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Endnotes:
1

Date given by present occupant, Miss Briggs, daughter
of Alfred Penner Briggs. A discrepancy occurs between
Miss Briggs' contention that her family were the
first occupants and record of construction and city
directories.

2

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 1 January 1897, p. 1
(permit issued to Geo. C. Mesher for construction
of 2 storey house on S. Turner Street, estimated cost
$2,000) and Victoria City Directory, 1898. Mesher
was active as a residential contractor from the late
1880s onwards.
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H i s t o r i a n : Edward

Mills

Date:

1975

September

Geocode:

10106002000021

City:

victoria

Address:

21 Boyd S t r e e t

Building Name:
(if important)
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e

Building

1

Information

Date of C o n s t r u c t i o n :

1909

Architect:
Builder:

Unknown

Craftsmen (List Type)

Name and occupation of original owner:
Notable subsequent owners

Fred H. Forbes, clerk

and reason identified:

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason identified:

Building u s e :

Residential,

Major b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l :
Alterations:
General Nature

single

dwelling

Wood
Date

Architect

Builder

Comments:

This i s a modest v e r n a c u l a r c o t t a g e from the pre-war b u i l d i n g
boom p e r i o d .
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21 Boyd Street

Victoria

The first entry for 21 Boyd Street in the Victoria City
Directory occurs in 1909. '

The house also appears on an

October,1909 patch in the 1903 Goad's Fire Insurance Plan
for the city (Figure 1). 2/
' No record of its designer or
builder has been located.
21 Boyd Street is a modest, hipped-roof dwelling of
wood-frame construction featuring a full basement. Minor
decorative features, notably twin eyebrow dormers on the
front roof end, set it apart from typical vernacular housing
being constructed in Victoria at this time.

Its interior

features a central hallway with wainscotting and beamed
ceiling.

Oak trimmed fireplaces are located in both living

and dining rooms. Few alterations are evident apart from
the kitchen, which contains new cupboards.
The initial occupant of 21 Boyd Street was listed
as Fred H. Forbes, a clerk.

Forbes remained for one year

only, after which the house was acquired by William Edward
Wallis Oliver, an engineer employed by the British Columbia
Coastal Steamships Company.

Oliver remained in the house
3/
until his retirement in 1940, ' when he moved to Sidney,
B.C.4/ He died in 1966.
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Endnotes:
1

Goad's 1903 Fire Insurance Plan for the City of Victoria,
plate 82 (fig. 1 ) .

2

Victoria City Directory, 1909.

3

Victoria City Directories, 1910-40.

4

Saanich Peninsula and Gulf Islands Review, 28 December
1949.
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Figure 1: Goad's Insurance Plan of Victoria (1903, revised to 1909)
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Historian: Edward M i l l s
Date: S e p t e m b e r

1975

Geocode: 10106002800138-140
City:

Victoria

Address: 1 3 8 - 1 4 0 Government
Street
Building Name:
(if important) "Woodlands"
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e 1

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1861 \
Architect: W r i g h t & S a n d e r s
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)
. of, original
. . , owner: James
B i s s e t t ,' . H u d s o n ' s Bay
Name and, occupation
_,
v
*
Company
executive
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
1 8 8 6 - J o h n Newbury - had h o u s e r a i s e d & moved 50 f t . from Simcoe
S t r e e t t o w a r d Government S t r e e t
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

„ ....
y, R
esidential,
Building
use: dO
. or?ui bg, li en- a•ldl,w
e l.l i n g
Major building material : Wood
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
E x t e n s i o n of l e f t wing
1909
I n s t a l l a t i o n of bay window
Converted i n t o duplex

s i n g3 l e d w e l l i n g ; now R e s i d e n t i a l ,

Architect

Builder

Comments Commissioned by an employee of t h e H u d s o n ' s Bay Company,
i t i s s i m i l a r t o a h o u s e c o m m i s s i o n e d by a n o t h e r H u d s o n ' s Bay
e m p l o y e e , W.F. T o l m i e .
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138-140 Government Street

Victoria

James Bissett, an employee of the Hudson's Bay Company,
was transferred from Honolulu to Victoria in 1860. In
the following year he acquired a five acre tract of land
fronting on Simcoe Street in the James Bay district of
the city and commissioned the design and construction
of a two storey home which he subsequently named "Woodlands
Cottage".1/
The design of "Woodlands" has been attributed to
the firm of Wright and Sanders, who were responsible for
a number of outstanding buildings in the Victoria area
between 1859 and 1866.2/
' In fact, the only partner John Wright
appears to have practised in the city, having moved up
from San Francisco after winning a contract for the design
and construction of the light tower and keeper's house
for the Esquimalt Lighthouse.3/ In the following seven
years Wright executed plans for a variety of structures,
including the 1859-60 Pandora Street Methodist Church v
(demolished 1907); the Emanuel Congregation Jewish Synagogue
(built 1863) , 1461 Blanshard Street; the Richard Carr
house (built 1863), 207 Government Street

; Mount St.

Angela College (1866), 923 Burdett Avenue; and "Cloverdale",
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the home of W.F. Tolmie (1859-60) , demolished in 1963.
It is interesting to compare "Woodlands" with the roughly
contemporary Tolmie residence executed by Wright for another
5/
Hudson's Bay Company executive.
Although considerably
larger in size and finished with a stucco veneer, "Cloverdale"
exhibited essentially the same layout and stylistic features
as the more modest "Woodlands" (Figure 3).

Of particular

interest is the shafted chimney treatment on both houses.
Whereas the Tolmie house featured imported redwood sashes,
doors and mouldings, the Bissett house, like the nearby
Richard Carr house, apparently featured the use of California
redwood throughout. '
James Bissett occupied the house until 1871 when
he was posted to Montreal. 7/
'
Its next occupant was Richard
Wolfenden, superintendent of the provincial government
printing office, who lived in the house until 1885-6.
It was then purchased by John C. Newbury, collector of
customs.

The initial street address of the house was

8 Simcoe Street; this was changed to 588 Simcoe in 1908.
In the following year, Newbury had the structure raised
and moved about fifty feet towards Government Street and
sold the section of the property which had fronted on
Simcoe.

A patch overlay dated October 1909 on the 1903

Goad's Fire Insurance Plan of Victoria indicates that
extensive alterations were made at this time. These included
the extension of the left wing of the house and installation
of a bay window facing Government Street, which now became
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the front facade (Figure 4).

The house was then converted

into a duplex, with its street address being 138-140 Government
Street.

The appearance of the structure prior to these

alterations is shown in figures 1 and 2. "Woodlands"
has undergone few alterations since 1909 and has remained
in the hands of the Newbury family to the present time.

129
Endnotes;
1

British Colonist (Victoria), 23 June 1863. Notice
of birth of a son at Woodland Cottage.

2

Madge Wolfenden, "The Early Architects of British
Columbia", Western Homes and Living, (September 1958).

3

British Colonist (Victoria), 9 June 1860, p. 2.
It is interesting to note that Wright received $300
for rights to the design for a 35 foot high cast
iron circular staircase incorporated in the tower.
Wright returned to San Francisco in 1866 where he
resumed his partnership, eventually becoming highly
prominent in the San Francisco area.

4

See Figure 1 and report for 10106008001411.

5

Journals of William Fraser Tolmie, Physician and
Furtrader (Vancouver, 1963), pp. 391-2.

6

Mrs. J. Hamilton, "Some Random Jottings on James
Bay Houses of a Past Day" (unpublished, undated mss,
B.C. Provincial Archives), 5 pages. Mrs. J. Hamilton
also writes under her maiden name, Madge Wolfenden.
Mrs. Hamilton is a former assistant archivist at
the Provincial Archives and a noted authority on
Victoria's early architecture. Unfortunately neither
of the above articles are footnoted—when contacted
by phone the author stated that her original source
had been contemporary issues of the British Colonist,
but I have thus far been unable to locate the appropriate
issues.

7

Colonist (Victoria), 25 January 1948 (B.C. Provincial
Archives vertical file).

H
o

Figure 1: "Woodlands" c. 1870. (B.C. Provincial Archives
Photo Collection No. 9180).

H

Figure 2: "Woodlands", pre-1909. (B.C. Provincial Archives
No. 9179).

Photo Collection

H
L)

Figure 3:

"Cloverdale" designed by Wright and Sanders,
1859-60. From Journals of W.F. Tolmie (Vancouver:
Mitchell Press, 1963).
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Figure 4: Goad's Fire Insurance Plan for the City of Victoria (1903).
"A" indicates original site of "Woodlands" and plan c. 1903;
"B" indicates site and plan after 1909 alterations, as
shown on October 1909 overlay patch.
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Historian: Edward M i l l s
Date: 1976

Geocode: 10106002800207
City:

victoria

Address: 207 Government

Street

Building Name: E mily C a r r House
(if important)
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e 1

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 8 6 3 - 6 4
Architect: W r i g h t and S a n d e r s
Builder: Graham & M o r r i s
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner: R i c h a r d C a r r , w h o l e s a l e
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

importer

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use:

Originally Residential,

Major building material : Wood
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
R e s t o r a t i o n of e x t e r i o r
1968

single

dwelling

Architect
Peter Cotton

Builder

Comments: The C a r r h o u s e i s known b o t h a s t h e b i r t h p l a c e of a r t i s t
Emily C a r r and a s one of t h e o u t s t a n d i n g r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s
s u r v i v i n g from t h e 1860s i n w e s t e r n C a n a d a .
I t h a s been
p l a g u e d by b o t h p r o v i n c i a l and f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t s .
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207 Government Street

Victoria

The Carr house is revered both as the birthplace of artist
Emily Carr and as one of the outstanding residential structures surviving from the 1860s in Western Canada. The
house was built for Richard Carr, a native of Kent, England,
who moved to Victoria in 1863. Carr had lived in California
for a period of time during the 1850s, but had returned
to England where he married and began raising a family.
Upon arrival in Victoria he established a wholesale importing
firm on Wharf Street and acquired a 10 acre tract of land
in the former Beckley Farm area of James Bay.
Emily (born in 1871) reminisced:

Daughter

"...I have heard my

mother tell how she cried at the lonesomeness of going
to live in forest. Yet father's land was only one mile out
of town.

There was but one other house near—that of

Mr. James Bissett of the Hudson's Bay Company ". '
Carr was a methodical man and kept note of his activities
and expenditures in a diary now held by the provincial
archives.

In August 1863 he recorded that tenders for

the construction of his house had been opened; on 26 September
the firm of Graham and Morris were awarded the contract
which was completed in the following March at a cost of
$5,192.50.

On October 31, 1863, he paid the firm of Wright

and Sanders $300 for architectural services. The total
cost of the house was $7,800.2/
'
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A considerable amount of building material employed
in Victoria during the 1860s was shipped north from San
Francisco.

As with other prominent homes of the period,

the Carr house featured extensive use of California redwood
any may in fact have been precut and shipped to Victoria
ready for assembly, as Emily suggests:
As far back as I can remember Father's place was
all made and in order.

The house was large and well-

built, of California redwood, the garden prim and
carefully tended.
English.

Everything about it was extremely

It was as though Father had buried a tremendous

homesickness in this new soil and it has sprung up
English.

There were hawthorn hedges, primrose banks,
cow pastures and shrubberies. 3/
'
The architectural firm of Wright and Sanders (sometimes

spelled Saunders) had been established in San Francisco
during the mid-1850s; partner John Wright, a Scot by
birth, moved to Victoria in 1859 and practised there until
1866 when he returned to San Francisco to become noted
as one of the major pioneering architects of that city.
Wright's residential designs in Victoria were a reflection
of the Picturesque idiom which had been introduced to
California during the previous decade and was to remain
popular there throughout the 1860s.

The Picturesque

embodied Gothic and Italian cottage and villa styles introduced
initially in England during the 1840s but popularized
extensively in the American eastern seaboard region by
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the copybooks of Andrew Jackson Downing.4/
' Downing's
designs attracted a growing number of adherents and imitators,
among them Henry Cleveland, who subsequently moved to
San Francisco where he introduced both Gothic and Italian
Villa designs and popularized them through copybooks of
his own.5/ Among those influenced by Cleveland's work
was John Wright, who in turn exported the styles to the
remote community of Victoria.

Of his various residential

designs in the city, the Richard Carr house is the only
pure example of the Italian Villa style, characterized
by its curved window head and cornice bracketing.
Richard Carr resided in the house until his death
in 1890, whereupon it was occupied by his daughters and
a number of boarders. The structure's initial street
address was 44 Carr Street—named in honour of Richard
Carr who had donated a strip of his land in order to widen
the original thoroughfare. /

Miss Edith Carr was listed

as principal occupant from 1891 until her death in the
1930s.

The original 10 acre tract was gradually subdivided

as James Bay became an increasingly densely populated
residential area; by 1903 it had been reduced to a large
corner lot bordering on Carr, Simcoe and St. Andrew Streets.
A large one storey addition had been added to the house
(date unknown) by this time.
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Outbuildings on the property included an assortment
of barns and sheds, as well as a small one room nursery
school built for Alice Carr around 1905 facing on
St. Andrew Street (Figure 1).

During the late 1940s

and 1950s the owner of the building was W. Atema
who operated it as a rooming house. The exterior
of the house was restored to its original appearance in
1968 by architect Peter Cotton under the joint auspices
of the Victoria Junior Chamber of Commerce and National
Historic Sites. While the interior has not been restored,
a substantial number of original features survive, notably
the main staircase, several coal fireplaces, doors, mouldings,
etc.

The rear addition and outbuildings have been destroyed.

The building currently houses facilities for amateur artists'
instruction and art exhibitions.

It has been plagued

by both provincial and federal governments.
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Endnotes:
1

Emily Carr, The Book of Small (Toronto, 1942), p. 113.

2

British Columbia Provincial Archives, Mss. Col.,
Richard Carr Diary, 1836-1881, pp. 95, 106.

3

Carr, op. cit.

4

For example, Andrew Jackson Downing, Cottage Residences,
or a Series of Designs for Rural Cottages and Cottage
Villas (New York, 1853).

5

Harold Kirker, California's Architectural Frontier
(Santa Barbara, 1973), pp. 68-9.

6

Street name was changed to Government c. 190 7;
house's address then became 207 Government Street.

Additional Sources:
Daily Colonist (Victoria), 1 January 1949, p. 1.
Colonist (Victoria), 14 January 1968, p. 10.
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Figure 1: After Goad's Insurance Plan of Victoria (1903,
revised to 1909) .
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Historian: Edward M i l l s
Date: 1976

Geocode: 10106002800303
City:

victoria

Address: 303 Government

Street

Building Name:
(if important)
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e 1

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1890
Architect: Unknown
Builder: P r o b a b l y G e o r g e B i s h o p
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner: George B i s h o p , l o c a l
contractor
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

building

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l ,

single

Major building material : Wood
Alterations:
General Nature
Date

dwelling

Architect

Builder

Comments: T h e George B i s h o p h o u s e , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e Lang h o u s e
613 Avalon S t r e e t , may be r e g a r d e d a s o u t s t a n d i n g e x a m p l e s
of v e r n a c u l a r c o t t a g e a r c h i t e c t u r e from t h e 1 8 8 5 - 9 5 p e r i o d
in V i c t o r i a .

at
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303 Government Street

Victoria

The George Bishop residence, along with the nearby Lang
residence, 613 Avalon Street, may be regarded as outstanding
examples of vernacular cottage architecture from the 188595 period in Victoria.

The two structures share a similar

highly asymmetrical layout featuring a central truncated
hipped roof, projecting bays and gables, highly ornate
bracketing and wood trim.

Exterior veneers are of shiplap

with contrasting scalloped shingling.

Differences in

proportions and details distinguish the two houses.
George Bishop, a local building contractor by trade,
was likely responsible for the construction of his house,
which occurred in 1890, a year earlier than that of fellow
contractor William Lang. /

He occupied the house continuously

until 1900 after which he moved to 10 Garbally Street.
Successive occupants were Captain D. Campbell (1901-2)
and Mrs. Catherine Loat (1903-1909).

The street address

was changed from 6 Carr Street to 303 Government Street
by 1907.2/
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The house remains in excellent condition on both
exterior and interior.

Somewhat unusual for frame cottages

in the city is the full brick basement on which it was
constructed.

Notable interior features include fireplaces,

boxed door and window frames, ceiling rosettes, mouldings
and door hardware.
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Endnotes:
1

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 1 January 1891, p. 4.

2

B.C. and Victoria Directories, 1890-1909.
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Figure 1: Goad's Insurance Plan of Victoria, (1903—revised
to 1909), sheet 86.

149
Canadian Inventory of H i s t o r i c Building - H i s t o r i c a l Building Report

Historian: Edward
Date:

Mills

1976

Geocode:
City:

10106002800721
Victoria

Address:

721 Government

Building Name: E m p r e s s
(if important)
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e

Building

Street

Hotel

1

Information

Date of C o n s t r u c t i o n :

1905-1908

A r c h i t e c t : F r a n c i s Mawson
Builder:
Craftsmen ( L i s t T y p e ) B r i c k

Rattenbury
w o r k

" Gribble

& Skene Co.

Foundation - B.C. General Contract Co.
Iron and Steel - E.G. Prior Co.; Barrett Brothers (Seattle)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners

and reason

Canadian P a c i f i c

Railway

Co.

identified:

Notable type of o c c u p a n t s :
Notable occupants and reason

identified:

Building u s e : R e s i d e n t i a l ,

hotel

Major b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l :
Alterations:
General Nature
S o u t h e a s t wing added
N o r t h wing added
Extensive renovations
Comments:

or

inn

Brick
Date
1910-12
1928
L a t e 1960s

Architect
W.S. P a i n t e r
J.W. Orrock

Builder
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721 Government Street

Victoria

In 1903 two Victoria citizens, George Henry Barnard and
Captain J.W. Troup, interested the Canadian Pacific Railway
in a project to build a large tourist hotel in their city.
The company entered into an agreement with the City of
Victoria "for the erection of a tourist hotel at James
Bay", for which the city was "to grant certain lands and
exemptions in consideration thereof". '

The proposed

site was the inner part of James Bay, a shallow inlet
separating a ward of the city bearing the same name from
the central core. A retaining wall was built along side
an existing bridge, permitting the area to be drained
and filled.

The site was ready for construction by 1905.

Plans for the new hotel were prepared by Francis
Mawson Rattenbury, architect of the recently completed
Provincial Parliament Buildings which occupied the west
bank of James Bay.

The design was a conscious attempt

to emulate the Chateau Style of the railway's hotels in
eastern Canada, a fact noted by contemporary newspapers,
which described it as "a not unworthy companion to her
historic sister, the Chateau Frontenac, on the Heights
of Abraham". 2/
' In fact this was not Rattenbury's first
effort in this style; it is predated by his 1896 Bank
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of Montreal, 1200 Government Street in Victoria, which
also survives.
While consciously following the precedent established
by architect Bruce Price's various eastern Canadian designs,
the Empress nevertheless has come to be regarded as a
significant phase in the evolution of the Chateau Style
in Canada.

Harold Kalman has stated:

The Empress Hotel is the first separate example of
the mature chateau style.

It displays all those

elements discussed with reference to the Chateau
Frontenac additions:

flat unornamented wall sur-

faces not expressive of volume, steep broken roofs
which create a picturesque skyline, a concentration
of detail in the upper parts, a variety of late Gothic
dormers, and an emphasis on vertically, here stressed
by the stone trim on the pavilions....Rattenbury's
choice of detail was decidedly eclectic.

The quarte-

foils along the cornice have been borrowed from Gothic
ornament, the porch features stylized low Tudor arches,
the main roof is in the Second Empire spirit...and
the domed polygonal turrets at the interior angles
are adapted from Rattenbury"s own British Columbia
Legislature Buildings...They symbolize respectively
the hotel's medieval character, its heritage in the
cultures of English and French Canada, and its location
in the capital of British Columbia.3/
'
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The Empress Hotel measured 194 feet in length when
completed, contained six storeys plus a basement and subbasement.

Footings for the structure consisted of a series

of twenty-two square pyramidal concrete pillars, located
in the sub-basement, which in turn were mounted upon clusters
of twenty-five foot long piles driven onto bedrock. The
cost of the foundation alone was $100,000. '

Subsequent

phases of construction of the building are shown by the
accompanying illustrations (Figures 1-10).

It is interesting

to compare construction techniques used on the initial
section with those of the 1928-9 section (Figures 11-12),
where a full steel cage is employed.
The Empress Hotel was officially opened on 21 January
1908.

Several weeks earlier the Victoria Daily Colonist

carried a lengthy description of interior features of
the new building.

Excerpts follow below:

Perhaps the most striking feature of the hotel from
a spectator's stand-point is the ground floor, on
which the office, lounging room, palm room and dining
room are found, with the immense kitchen out of sight
at the back of the building.

Entering by the porte

cochere at the south end of the building, the visitor
finds himself in a magnificient oak panelled hall...
patterned after the ancient baronial halls of the
great mansions of England.

Carved oak panelling

extends up the walls to a height of about ten feet,
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the ceiling, done in yellow, is very heavily beamed
with oak timbers terminated at either end by small
carved medallions representing the beaver, the lion,
the crown and the thistle.

Great pillars sheathed

in oak and with massive carved capitals support the
ceiling, the whole effect being one of artistic strength,
coupled with solid wealth.

A great screen of carved

oak divides the office from the palm room, but terminates
in time to leave an uninterrupted coup d'oeil through
the spacious hall beyond.

The fixtures of the office

are all of the same weathered oak as are the panelling
and fittings of the cosy manager's rooms just off
the office.

But in the midst of this reproduction

of old world splendor, the twentieth century emphatically
asserts itself.

In the office is an elaborate private

telephone exchange communicating with all the rooms
of the building, while those two recesses with the
heavy oak doors are in reality public telephone booths.

The rotunda, or lounging room, is of immense size,
extending fully half the entire length of the hotel.
It is light and cheery, with its numerous windows
overlooking the harbor, and on winter nights the
two great fireplaces should render it equally homelike.

The striking feature of this immense hall

are the pillars, done in white, which run through
the place in stately rows.

Each pillar boasts a
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double band of beaten brass, from which descend four
electric light fixtures.

These were especially designed

by the Montreal architect of the company and depict
each a Rocky Mountain sheep's head with a light in
a round glass bowl upon each head and another in
a pear-shaped glass hanging from the mouth.

Between

the rows of pillars are other brass chandeliers in
which the sheep's head figures....
Back of the rotunda is the palm room, a large apartment done in green with a circular dome of Oriental
glass surmounting it.

The pillars here are twined

around with vines, and with the handsome furniture
has a luxurious, exotic air.
The dining room is perhaps the most gorgeous of the
different rooms.

It lies along the north end of

the hotel and the prevailing colour is that of rich
red which goes so well with cut glass, silver and
spotless napery.

The wood used is all imported,

the ceiling with its heavy beams and the massive
pillars being all of Australian rosewood....The great
beams which cross the ceiling are most richly carved.
The pillars are plain but on the ceiling there are
scrolls, arabesques and fancy figures covering the
entire surface of the beams....The floor is of Australian
red beam, a wood whose hardness makes our hard woods
seem soft. . . .
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The bedrooms are all furnished in mahogany of a special
design, save the bedsteads, which are beautifully
satin finished brass....The "Empress" idea is thoroughly
carried out throughout and the emblem of the crown
is constantly to be seen.

Every door is of Australian

rosewood...there are double doors between all communicating
rooms and a reading lamp at every bed...The furniture
was supplied by the Canada Furniture Company of Berlin,
Ontario, and the copper curbs of the bedroom fireplaces,
of which there are many, come from Birmingham.

There

are three stone and steel staircases and four or
five escapes from each floor....On the sixth floor
are the rooms of the help which include a pleasant
recreation room.

It is possible that some of these

rooms may be used as guest chambers, for which they
are well fitted.

There are in all 150 guest chambers.

There are four electric Otis elevators of the newest
type in the building....
The Empress' kitchen is 88 feet long by some 49 feet
wide, and is floored with cement slightly graded
towards the centre where there is a gutter and drain.
All the kitchen furniture is elevated on metal feet
eight inches high so that the place can be hosed
out every night without disturbing the fixtures....All
the kitchen furniture was supplied by the French
New York house of Duparquet, Huot and Meneuse Company.
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There is a huge range 27 feet long, as well as two
charcoal broilers and a gas broiler the whole covered
with a metal hood made locally, in which electric
lights are set at short intervals....From the kitchen
one descends by a lead filled stairway, on which
the foot can hardly slip, to the basement. Here
is the steward's receiving room, then comes one room
after another filled with the large refrigerators,
all supplied by the Eureka Refrigerating Company
of Toronto....On this floor also are the waiters'
locker room, bath room and lavatory, three large
dining rooms for the help, baggage room...and so
forth.5/
Also located in the basement were a large grill,
bar room, and billiard room.

Notable features of the

latter were "two of Rattenbury's finest carved mantelpieces...
made of carved oak and Roman brick"

/

along with a double

row of pillars serving as room dividers.
A 150 foot-long concrete tunnel connected the hotel
to the laundry and power house, a structure which had
originally been constructed as a paint factory, but which
was acquired and renovated during the course of the hotel's
construction.

Although this building survives, it is

no longer in use and has been stripped of original equipment.
Former features were three generators, the ammonia compressors
of the hotel's ice-making plant, a pump "capable of throwing
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7
three big streams of water over the building" 7/
and a

system for regenerating steam from the radiators into
drinking water.

As originally designed, the hotel was

self-sufficient for its heating, electricity, fire protection
and drinking water.
Despite this vast array of facilities, the original
section of the Empress was capable of housing only 200
guests.

As the success of the centre became evident an

extensive addition at the rear and south side of the building
was begun.

Rattenbury's original design made provision

for future expansion without disruption of the normal operation
of the hotel.8/
'
The second section, designed by W.S. Painter
and begun in 1910, doubled the guest accommodation of
the Empress. 9/
In 1928 a third and final major addition was begun
on the north side of the building (Figures 11-13).

The

architect was J.W. Orrock, Engineer of Buildings for the
C.P.R.

'

Because of problems in locating footings, this

section was separated from the original building by an
arch which evidently spans a former stream bed.

'

The

1928-9 section added 270 rooms and suites, raising the
hotel's total to 570.
The Empress Hotel has undergone a series of extensive
renovations, the latest one occurring in the late 1960s.
Nevertheless it contains an extensive number of interior
features dating from the time of its construction, particularly

158

on the main floor lounge area.

The exterior remains unaltered,

although the extensive gardens for which the hotel was
once noted have been reduced in size due to street and
parking lot construction.

159
Endnotes;
1

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 24 August 1903, cited
in Godfrey Holloway, The Empress of Victoria (Victoria,
1968), p. 5.

2

Daily Colonist, 2 January 1908, p. 7.

3

Harold D. Kalman, The Railway Hotels and the Development
of the Chateau Style in Canada (Victoria, 1968),
p. 19.

4

Daily Colonist, op. cit.

5

Ibid.

6

Ibid.

7

Ibid.

8

Daily Province (Vancouver), 8 April 1905, p. 12.

9

City of Victoria, Heritage Conservation Report (Victoria,
1975), p. 35.

10

Kalman, op. cit.

11

Holloway, op. cit., p. 8.

Additional Sources;
Daily Colonist (Victoria), 21 January 1908, p. 1.
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Figure 1: Construction of the Empress Hotel, C. 1905.
(Vancouver Public Library, photo No. 468).

Figure 2: Empress Court, c. 1905.

(Vancouver Public Library, photo No. 470).
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Figure 3: Empress Hotel, c. 1905-6.

(Vancouver Public Library, photo No. 472).
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Figure 4:

Empress Hotel, c. 1905-6.
(Vancouver Public Library, photo No. 469).
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Figure 5:

Detail of structural reinforcing, c. 1906.
(Vancouver Public Library, photo No. 475).

H

Figure 6:

Empress Hotel, 1906-7.
(Vancouver Public Library, photo No. 480).
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Figure 7:

Empress Hotel, c. 1906-7.
(Vancouver Public Library, photo No. 483).

H
-J

Figure 8:

South facade, Empress Hotel, c. 1906-7.
(Vancouver Public Library, photo No. 484).
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Figure 9:

Empress Hotel viewed from south side.
(Vancouver Public Library, photo No. 486).
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Figure 10: Empress Hotel, original section.
(Vancouver Public Library, photo No. 492)
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Figure 11:

Construction of north wing, c. 1928. B.C.
(Provincial Archives Photo Collection,
No. 23846).
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Figure 12:

Construction of north v.-.,rot ItlS. B C,
(Provincial Archives Photo Collection,, no,
23851) .

H
IV)

Figure 13:

Empress Hotel (undated), viewed from south
side, showing original and south (1910)
sections. (B.C. Provincial Archives Photo
Collection, No. 14506).
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Figure 14:

Empress Hotel, ballroom. (B.C. Provincial
Archives Photo Collection, No. 63481).
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Figure 15:

Rotunda/Lounging Room, Empress Hotel. (B.C. Provincial
Archives Photo Collection, No. 8208).
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Figure 16:

Coronet Room, Empress Hotel (in 1910 section),
1955 photo (B.C. Provincial Archives Photo Collection, No. 63478).

H

Figure 17: Suite 330, Empress Hotel, 1955 photo (B.C. Provincial Archives Photo Collection,
No. 63474).

H
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Figure 18:

Suite-sitting room 230, Empress Hotel,
1955 photo (B.C. Provincial Archives Photo Collection, No. 63475).
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Figure 19: Goad's Insurance Plan of Victoria, (1903, revised
to 1909), sheet 4. Indicates initial layout
of hotel, prior to 1910-12 addition for which
foundation had already been installed. 1928
wing enveloped laundry, powerhouse and staff
quarters section.
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913 Government Street

Victoria

Charles W. Rogers moved to Victoria from his native
Massachusetts in 1885. He established a confectionary
shop on the west side of Government Street shortly afterwards,
and soon enjoyed a prospering business selling candy products
which he and his wife manufactured in the rear of his
premises.

In 1891 his original shop was torn down along

with other buildings on the block to make way for new
B.C. Land and Investment Agency Building.

Rogers resumed

his business in a new shop located in this building, numbered
34 (later 916) Government Street. He remained at this
location until 1917.
As his personal prosperity increased, Rogers invested
in Victoria real estate. Among his acquisitions was a
new two-storey brick block designed and built for him
across the street from his shop in 1903. /

This structure

was one of a row of three designed as a visual unit by
the major Victoria architectural firm of Hooper and Watkins. 2/
The Rogers building formed the left side of a symmetrical
three part composition.

The two outside blocks (including

Rogers') featured metal clad bay windows projecting from
the second storey; the centre structure rose three feet
higher than the adjoining blocks in order to accommodate
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a higher first-storey ceiling; all three were unified
by a common metal cornice and freize design.

All three

buildings were erected for individual clients and, despite
their harmonizing facades, were structurally independent
of one another.3/
' Each contained retail facilities on
the first floor, with living accommodation above.
In 1903 Rogers rented his new building, then numbered
as 31 Government Street, to Brown and Cooper, fish and
fruit merchants.

By 1905 this firm had moved to 27 Government

and been replaced by W.B. Shakespeare, a jeweller.

In

1909 a second jeweller, W.B. Wilkerson, was listed as
occupant and remained until 1916.

In the following year

C.W. Rogers moved his own business into the building from
his former premises across the street.4/ The address
of the structure changed from 31 to 913 Government Street
around 1907.
A number of interior changes were made to the building
in order to accommodate Rogers' candy manufacturing.
The retail area at the front of the structure was shortened,
eliminating the original mezzanine arrangement shown on
the building plans (Figure 1) and expanding the work area
at the rear.

Rogers' Chocolate Shop has operated continuous-

ly in the building up to the present time, although no
longer owned by the Rogers family (C.W. Rogers died in
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1927).

While alterations and an addition have been made

to the manufacturing area at the rear section of the building,
the retail shop and its furnishings remain unaltered from
the time of Rogers' personal occupancy in 1917. Similarly,
few alterations have been made to either the exterior
facade or upper storey living area.

1975 plans held in

the City of Victoria Engineering Department call for construction
of a new rear addition extending to Gordon Street along
with extensive interior renovations in order to modernize
and expand manufacturing facilities.
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Endnotes;
1

Inscribed.

2

Original building plans, Engineering Department,
City of Victoria (Figure 1 ) . The partnership of
Hooper and Watkins was established in 1903 between
Thomas Hooper and his former student and assistant,
C.E. Watkins. The partnership was dissolved around
1909 when Hooper opened a separate practice in
Vancouver. Another notable retail interior designed
by Hooper survives in Victoria—the E.A. Morris Tobacco
Shop, 1116 Government Street (1910)—and has been
phase recorded.

3

Plans for the center block, signed by Hooper and
Watkins and prepared for F. Morse, Esq., are held
by the Engineering Department.

4

Victoria and B.C. Directories, 1903-1918.

Additional biographical information: "The Islander,"
Daily Colonist (Victoria), 13 November 1966, pp. 4-5.
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Figure 1: Building Plans, Rogers' Building, 913 Government
St., Victoria.
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Figure 2: Goad's Insurance Plan of Victoria (1903, updated
to 1909), sheet 4.
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

Historian:Edward M i l l s
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Geocode: 10106002801116
City: V i c t o r i a
Address: 1116 Government

Street

Building Name: E.A. M o r r i s ,
(if important) T o b a c c a n i s t
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e 1

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1910
Architect: Thomas Hooper
Builder: Luney B r o t h e r s
Craftsmen (List Type)
F u r n i s h i n g s - W e i l e r B r o t h e r s F u r n i t u r e Co.
M a r b l e work - J . M o r t i m e r & Sons
Name and occupation of original owner ; E . A . M o r r i s , owner of
t o b a c c o shop
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: M e r c a n t i l e ,
Major building material :
Al t e r a t i o n s :
General Nature

s p e c i a l s t o r e or

shop

Brick
Date

Architect

Builder

Comments:The s t o r e was c o m m i s s i o n e d a s a t o b a c c o s h o p , and t h e
f a c a d e was c r e a t e d t o a d v e r t i s e t h i s .

front
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1116 Government Street

Victoria

In 1892 E.A. Morris established a tobacco shop on the
site of the present building. '

in 1910 he commissioned

Thomas Hooper to redesign the structure.
this renovation is not clear.

The extent of

A surviving sheet from

Hooper's plans indicates that the architect was responsible
for the front facade and store interior.

The local building

firm of Luney Brothers was contracted to complete the
job for $4,160.00. J. Mortimer & Sons received $1,060.00
for marble supplies.
Apart from minor alterations to the two doors at
the rear of the shop, the interior has been virtually
unaltered from Hooper's 1910 design.

Notable features

are bevelled mirrors, an onyx electrolier and oak panelling
and humidor.
E.A. Morris departed for Vancouver around 1914.
He opened a second tobacco store there which he managed
personally.

The Victoria store remained under the management

of Morris' personally designated successor until the
1970s. 2/
' The business was purchased in 1974 by D.R.
Taylor, its present owner.
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Endnotes;
1

Victoria City Directories, 1892-3.

2

Times (Victoria), 19 February 1973, p. 17; also Province
(Vancouver), 27 February 1971, p. 21.

Additional Sources;
Original building plan—front elevation & interior (signed
& dated) in possession of present owner.
Statement of architect's fees—in possession of owner.
Statement of total costs—in possession of present owner.
Bill of sale, Weiler Bros. Furniture, August, 1910—in
possession of present owner.
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Date:
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City: V i c t o r i a
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(If Important)
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB - Phase 1

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1884
Architect: H a r r i s and Hargreaves
Builder:
r c*
M<-» <r~«\
Craftsmen (List Type)

Brick & s t o n e work - Maurice Humber
c m^-i.
r,„Y.^rsr,i.r.,T
Crnn-\,
Carpentry - Smith & Clark
Plumbing - J . Braden
~
„ , . , . „
T«*.4.<„« r c~^*.<,
3
„.
,
„ XT. , ,
Painting - Lettice & Sears
m.
3
Tinning - Clarke &. Nicholson
,
.
, .
Name and" occupation oT original owner j Thomas Dixon G a l p i n , businessman

fc^*£Tffosi&A?rtorV>asiS£

m&Ut&imtm?*

of

Cassell, Petter

& Galpin
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason identified: M e r c a n t i l e , g e n e r a l r e t a i l
s t o r e and A d m i n i s t r a t i v e , P r o f e s s i o n a l , F i n a n c i a l , o f f i c e
Building use: Brick
Major building material :
Al terations:
General Nature
Date
Recent 1 s t s t o r e y a l t e r a t i o n s
have marred t h e e x t e r i o r

Architect

Comments: F i r s t of a s e r i e s of commercial blocks e r e c t e d in
V i c t o r i a for London-based p u b l i s h e r T.D. G a l p i n .

Builder
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1017-1021 Government Street

Victoria

The impact of foreign investors upon the development of
Victoria during the 19th century remains a relatively
unexplored subject.

Construction of the present three

storey brick block of offices and stores in 1884 reveals
the presence of major non-residential land holders and
developers at a relatively early date.
On 3 August 1884, the Colonist announced the names
of successful tenderers for construction of Galpin's brick
building, "to be erected on Government Street, one door
south of Fort Street, for which Messrs. Harris and Hargreaves
are the architects". /

The owner was Thomas Dixon Galpin,

wealthy partner in the London-based publishing house of
Cassell, Petter and Galpin, reputedly the largest such
firm in Britain during the latter part of the 19th century.y
Galpin's interest in Victoria real estate had commenced
during the early 1880s when a close friend, Thomas Allsop
of the Victoria-based real estate and investment firm
of Allsop and Mason, convinced him of the lucrative potential
for real estate investment in Victoria and the province.
Allsop's firm accordingly began acquriing valuable commercial
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property in the business area of the city on Galpin's
behalf, then erecting business blocks on them.

The present

structure was one of the initial such undertakings.

In

1887 Galpin bought out Allsop and Mason and reorganized
it into the British Columbia Land and Investment Agency,
3/
with its main office located in London.

His son-in-

law C.A. Holland became the British Columbia manager,
intially occupying the former Allsop and Mason offices
located on the second floor of the present structure.
By 1891 the B.C. Land and Investment Agency had erected
$90,000 worth of buildings on Yates Street and $80,000
worth on Broad and Government Streets.4/
' In 1890 Galpin
established another firm, the Western Canadian Ranching
Company Limited, into which the majority of his British
Columbian land holdings were transferred.

These included

a number of vast cattle ranches in the interior which Galpin
has assembled or acquired, along with partners, beginning
in the late 1880s.

Notable among these were the Harper

Ranch near Kamloops and the giant Gang Ranch in the Chilcotin
district. 5/
'

As with the B.C. Land Investment Company,

British Columbia management was entrusted to a son-inlaw in Victoria.
Construction of the present structure on Government
Street proceeded rapidly; within a month of announcing
tenders the Colonist noted that the structure had reached
the second storey and that two or three weeks of fine weather
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would see it closed in and roofed.

The attractive Victorian

Italianate design was provided by the Victoria-based firm
of Harris and Hargreaves, who advertised themselves in
local directories as architects and surveyors. The completed
structure appears in the 1885 Sanborn Fire Atlas of Victoria
(Figure 1), which indicates that the building initially
shared a common rear shed and interconnecting door with
the two storey building to its right.

In addition, the

second storey windows and brick string course harmonized
with the earlier building, as did the bracketed cornice,
suggesting that Galpin owned both structures. Contractors
for the building were prominent local firms. Maurice
Humber, who was responsible for brick and stone work on
the structure, operated a major brick works in the city,
in addition to contracting for masonry work.

(A notable

example of a number of brick residences erected in the
city by Humber survives at 610 Gorge Road).
The first floor of the building contained two stores.
Offices on the upper floors were initially occupied by
Allsop and Mason (1885-7); they were subsequently used
by the B.C. Land and Investment Agency, prior to construction
of new facilities across the street (1887-90).

First

floor space contained a jewellery store from 1890 onwards
(Pennock and Clayton, 1890-5).

In 1895 the firm of Challoner

and Mitchell, jewellery manufacturers, occupied the first
storey and continued to do so until 1914. By the turn
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of the century upper storey occupancy had stabilized somewhat,
with the Alexandra (also spelled Alexander) Club listed
as second storey tenants from 1900 onwards and John R. Mackie,
engraver, on the third floor, along with various other
tenants./ The building's street address changed from
47-49 to 1017-1021 Government around 1906. By 1911 the
original rear shed shared with the adjacent building had
been replaced by a new one running the length of the present
structure alone, while an awning or porch over the left
half, indicated on the 1885 plan, had been removed (Figure 2).
The exterior of the building has been marred by recent
first storey alterations. A variety of original interior
features remain on the upper storeys. These include an
open stairwell and skylight (third storey), decorative
metal and plaster wall and ceiling details and hardware.
The second storey floor plan has been extensively altered
to accommodate a raised ceiling for the store below.
Both the Western Canada Ranching Company and the
British Columbia Land and Investment Company long survived
the death of their founder, Thomas Dixon Galpin, in 1910.
The latter firm continues to exist at present, with its
head office located in Victoria.
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Endnotes:
1

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 3 August 1884, p. 3.

2

Ibid., 4 September 1884, p. 3. Galpin was a founding
partner in the firm (later Cassell and Co.). Among
the various periodicals published by it were the
Illustrated News, Sphere, Punch, Chums, and Boys'
Own.

3

Ibid., 28 April 1910, p. 7, Galpin's obituary notice.
Among buildings claimed to have been erected by Galpin
in Victoria were those then being occupied by the
B.C. Land and Investment Agency; Challoner and Mitchell1017-21 Government; Mr. John Cochrane; the B.C.
Hardware Co.; the King Edward Hotel.

4

Corporation of the City of Victoria, Victoria Illustrated
(1891), p. 93.

5

Ainslie Helmcken, "A British Columbia Cattle Baron",
Daily Colonist (Victoria), 4 May 1969, p. 4.

6

The building did not contain either a saloon or hotel,
as has been suggested in a number of sources (the
Poodle Dog Saloon was located in a one-storey building
on the left).

Additional Sources:
Henry J. Boam, British Columbia: Its History, People,
Commerce, Industries and Resources (London, 1914), p. 74.
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Figure 1: Sanborn Fire Atlas of Victoria, 1885, sheet 8.

Figure 2: Goad's Fire Insurance Atlas of Victoria, 1911, vol. 1,
sheet 7.
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(if important) Columbia B l d g .
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Building Information
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Architect: Warren H. W i l l i a m s , P o r t l a n d , Oregon
Builder:
A . J . Smith
Craftsmen (List T y p e ) b r i c k w o r k " W ' S ' W r a i g h t ; m e t a l w o r k S.L. Kelly, Albion Iron Works; vaults - M.W. Waitt (agents for
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Notable subsequent owners
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„ . .
.
...
.
.
c
"
B r i c k and c o n c r e t e w i t h e x t e n s i v e u s e of
. ....
. ,
c a s t i r o n and g a l v a n i z e d i r o n f o r e x t e r i o r d e t a i l s
M .
Major building material :
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
Architect
Builder
Numerous i n t e r i o r r e n o v a t i o n s
Removal of c o r n e r p e d i m e n t ,
- f i n i a l s and c r e a t i n g
Comments: The Bank of British Columbia was an international organization
backed by British capital. This building, located in
Victoria during the period when it was the centre of west coast
commerce, was its Canadian headquarters. Designed by
a prominent architect, it may feature the most extensive and
sophisticated use of cast iron in B.C.
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1022 Government Street

Victoria

Establishment of the Bank of British Columbia occurred
in 1862, in the wake of gold rushes on the Fraser River
and the Cariboo, and an abundance of capital-seeking investment
in London, England.

Although it became firmly established

as the major banking institution in British Columbia during
the latter part of the 19th century, the Bank of British
Columbia was in fact an international firm, with branches
in the United States often exceeding Canadian ones in
business profits and volume; head offices of the bank
remained in London throughout its independent existence,
which came to an end in 1901 when it amalgamated with
the Canadian Bank of Commerce. '
The decision to erect a new Bank of British Columbia
building in Victoria was first announced in October 1884
and was likely prompted by an assumption that the provincial
capital would soon become the western terminus of the
Canadian Pacific Railway.

A lot located on the corner

of Government and Fort Streets, formerly occupied by Parker
Brothers Butcher Shop was purchased, and construction of
a $50,000 structure2/
' was to begin upon the arrival of
building plans from London.3/
' On 4 February 1885, the
Colonist noted that the ground for the new bank would
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be broken on 1 March, but that the plans had not yet arrived
from England, where they had been sent for certain elaborations.4/
'
By June A.J. Smith of Smith and Clarke had been appointed
general contractor, 5/
' and construction of the foundation
and ground floor joistwork had been completed.
6/
When officially opened in April 1886,
the new
Bank of British Columbia Building was the most sophisticated
and costly structure of its kind in the province.

The

three storey building measured 49 feet by 96 feet and
contained 5,230 square feet of office space.

W.S. Wraight

was sub-contractor for brick-work 7/
' as construction was
of brick and concrete over a granite foundation.

The

design of the building also makes extensive use of cast
iron and galvanized iron for exterior details.

Although

these materials had been first introduced into the city
during the early 1860s when San Francisco-made castings
had been incorporated in a number of store-fronts,8/
'
their wide-spread use (apart from metal cornice work)
followed the re-organization and expansion of the local
Albion Iron Works in 1882, when the firm was acquired
by James Dunsmuir and a number of associates.

The firm

revived the use of ornamental cast iron columns on commercial
buildings, in some cases employing duplicate castings
taken from the San Francisco columns of the 1860s. 9/
Representatiive examples of the firm's products are found
on a variety of surviving Victoria buildings, the Oriental
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Hotel, 560 Yates Street* and the Rithet Building (1885
section), 1107 Wharf Street being particularly notable.
On no structure, however, was the use of Albion Iron Works
castings more extensive or sophisticated than on the Bank
of British Columbia.

Entrance pillars, lintels, window

sills as well as an ornate cresting surmounting the cornice
were all products of this firm,

/

while the cornices,

protruding metal tablets and other sheet metal work were
produced locally by S.L. Kelly. '
The Italianate design for the Bank of British Columbia
was produced by Portland architect Warren H. Williams,
who has recently been credited with introducing that particular
idiom into the Pacific North-West region during the previous
decade.12/
' Williams established his Portland practice
in 1872, following training in his father's firm in San
Francisco.

He subsequently became a highly fashionable

designer, noted particularly for his symmetrical Italianate
villa residences. Curiously, the structure considered
as his greatest residential design is the only building
apart from the Bank of British Columbia which he is known
to have produced in Victoria, the baronial Craigdarroch
Castle, 1050 Joan Crescent,

built between 1888 and 1890

for Robert Dunsmuir.
The building had three entrances, one each on Fort
and Government, with the main one located on the angled
corner.

The original doors were of mahogany veneer over
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Spanish cedar.

The main banking room measures 72 feet

by 44 feet and originally featured a wooden counter running
13/
its entire length. Vaults,"
' offices for the manager
and assistant manager, as well as janitorial facilities and
a customers' waiting room, opened off the main banking
hall.

The latter featured panelling of Spanish Cedar

and California redwood.

Eighteen additional offices and

as many smaller rooms were located on the upper floors,
which were reached by a cedar and mahogany-finished staircase
leading from the Government Street entrance. 14/
Apart from removal of a decorative corner pediment,
finials and cast iron cresting (Figures 2 and 3) ,
the exterior of the building remains intact and in excellent
condition.

Alone among the numerous splayed-corner banks

erected in Victoria, its corner entrance continues to
be used.

'

The interior of the bank has undergone numerous

alterations in the course of updating facilities:

original

features in the banking hall are restricted to columns
and plaster work on ceilings.
The Bank of British Columbia Building is of
considerable importance for several reasons:

it is considered

to be "probably the finest example of Renaissance Italianate
style in the city";

1fi/

' being one of the two known examples

of W.H. William's work in Victoria adds considerably to
its stature as an architectural landmark; in addition,
it features the most extensive and sophisticated use of
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cast iron known to survive in Victoria and, in all likelihood,
in the province, from the 1880s period.
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Figure 1:

After Insurance Plan of Victoria, B.C.
(Sanborn Map & Publishing Co., 1885), sheet 8.
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Figure 2: Bank of British Columbia Building. From
Victoria Illustrated (Ellis and Co. ) , p. 46.
Public Archives of Canada C87476.
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Figure 3: Bank of British Columbia Building.

(CIHB).
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508 Douglas Street

Victoria

South Park School was the first of a series of 'ward' schools
to be erected by the Victoria School Board following passage
of the Public Schools Act of 1891.

Completed in 1894, the

building is now the oldest operational school in the Capital
District and a well-known landmark in the James Bay area of
the city.

It has recently been suggested that the building

is of broader historical significance as a prototype, based
on designs developed for the London School Board used for
numerous other schools which were subsequently erected in
the province.

A declining student population in the area

in recent years has raised growing concern for the building's
future.
British Columbia's rapid growth during the 1880s and
'90s was accompanied by a correspondingly dramatic rise in
public school enrolments.

/

The impact of this increase was

most heavily felt in the province's largest communities—
Victoria, Vancouver, Nanaimo, and New Westminster—where
school construction was failing to keep pace with population
growth.

The provincial government began taking steps to

remedy the situation through revisions to the existing
educational system, beginning in 1885.

Local school boards
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were reorganized to be composed of municipally-elected
trustees, while an increasing onus was placed on the
municipal governments to contribute towards local educational
facilities.

This trend culminated in passage of a revised

Public Schools Act in 1891 which transferred control of
educational funds to the local school boards who also assumed
responsibility for all construction and maintenance costs
within their respective municipalities.2/
'
Consequently,
after 1891, criteria for school design within the four
municipalities became the responsibility of their respective
boards.
The need for new schools in Victoria was raised by its
school board as early as 1891 when it noted serious overcrowding at Central School, the only large public school
building then in existence in the city. 3/

A decision to

proceed with the construction of two graded elementary
schools in the city's North and South Wards was approved
in February 1893.4/
'

An architectural competition to select

designs for the two buildings was announced in the 11 May
edition of the Daily Colonist, along with a list of rules
for prospective entrants.

These stipulated that the

buildings must be of brick construction with slate roofs
and stone foundations, must contain eight classrooms capable
of holding 60 pupils each, and an auditorium seating 480
pupils and 100 visitors.

The classrooms were to contain not

less than 240 cubic feet of air space and 16 square feet of
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floor space per pupil.

Above all, the completed buildings

were to cost no more than $25,000 each.

/

Thus all entrants

were confined at the outset to a fairly constraining set of
restrictions set down by the School Board.
A total of 12 entries were submitted by local architects.
The inexperienced board found itself unable to reach a
consensus of which were the most suitable plans, and hastily
called upon Vancouver architect Robert MacKay Fripp to act
as judge and consultant.

Fripp declared the entry of

Messrs. Soule and Day to be of highest merit, and it was
duly awarded first place and assigned to the North Ward site.
On the remaining entries Fripp proved rather ambivalent,
stating that they were "fairly level in merit".

A qualified

second place was awarded to the design submitted by
S.M. Goddard, although the interior arrangement of third
place entrant W. Ridgeway Wilson was deemed to be preferable.
The determining factor in Fripp's judgement was Goddard's
6/
superior draughtsmanship.
The School Board chose to
reverse this order, selecting Wilson's design for the South
Ward School site and thereby exposing itself to accusations
of having chosen an inferior design. 7/

The ensuing

controversy surrounding the merits of Wilson's design prior
to its construction is of interest in view of the building's
later popular acceptance.

The Board defended its decision,

stating that the defect in the plan lay, "not in the arrangement of the building, but simply in its outside appearance.
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It has the assembly room on the ground floor, which when
both safety and convenience are considered, is a great
8/
merit...."
Although the more ornate exterior appearance
of the towered entry selected for the North Ward School
received general acceptance as the most attractive of the
entries (Figure 1 ) , the Wilson design met the primary concerns
of the Board in this its initial venture in school construction: utility, safety, and above all economy.
Notable among the rejected entries was a design submitted by veteran architect Thomas Sorby which was described
as "radically different from all others," being based
"broadly upon the lines laid down by the School Board of
London." 9/
'

Sorby had ample opportunity to become familiar

with the London School Board's designs, having practiced in
that city for 25 years prior to moving to Canada.

'

The

younger Ridgeway Wilson would also have been acquainted with
London school designs, since he worked as an assistant in
the office of City Architect Sir Horace Jones for a period
during the 1880s before emigrating to Victoria. 11/
' If he
was influenced by such antecedents, he chose not to acknowledge them.

In fact he later took pains to indicate that

his design had been formulated totally in response to the
set of criteria set down by the Victoria School Board.

In a

speech given on the occasion of the building's official
opening on 1 June 1894, he noted that his choice of layout
and appearance had been dictated by the number of rooms,
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cubical contents, and price ceiling fixed by the Board.

He

added:
Another important point, which practically formed
the key to the whole arrangement, was that I
decided that every classroom should be equally
lighted on two sides, and so arranged that in
every room the light should be behind and to
the left of the scholars, and also that the
assembly room...must decidedly be upon the
ground floor, and as easy of exit as possible....
The question of style is so largely a matter
of opinion in a plain building of this class,
that I will not venture to present my views.
I have only tried to clothe the plan with as
pleasing an exterior as the funds would allow
and I leave it to the public to form their own
opinion as to how well I have succeeded.12/
'
Wilson's design was quickly vindicated upon occupation
of the building.

In her first annual report to the School

Board, principal Agnes Deans Cameron stated:
The South Park School from the standpoint of
the teacher is a model of convenience.

Its

lighting, heating and sanitary arrangements
could scarcely be improved.

Tasteful surroundings

must exert a refining influence on all, and
especially so upon children.... 13/
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An additional attraction of the building was the fact
that it was completed within the budgetary limitations laid
down by the Board, unlike the North Ward School which
exceeded them by a considerable margin. 14/
'

Ironically, the

latter building showed major structural faults four years
after its completion whereupon the Victoria School Board
called upon Ridgeway Wilson to supervise its renovation. 15/
'
It is not surprising, therefore, that when additional schools
were required in 1903 and 1908, the Victoria School Board
called upon Wilson to design them.

For both the Lampson

Street and Victoria West schools the architect employed plans
essentially the same as those of the South Park School
(Figures 2,3). No evidence has been located, however, to
indicate that other school boards followed suit and employed
Wilson's services or consciously imitated his design.

Although

a number of later schools shared a similar configuration and
roof line (Figure 4 ) , it would be an exaggeration to suggest
that they were derived directly from the South Park School.
In Vancouver, which experienced the largest amount of school
construction during the 1890-1910 period, schools built
according to similar stipulations (8 classrooms plus assembly
hall) assumed remarkably different form, the local board
showing a preference for a series of more ornate towered
designs produced by local architects such as Thomas Hooper,
W.T. Whiteway, and William Blackmore (Figure 5 ) .
It appears safe to conclude then, that contentions that
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the South Park School was consciously based upon London
School Board models and served as a prototype for numerous
schools throughout the province, lack foundation.

Its

architectural source, however, was, in general, school
building in Great Britain.

The building appears to be of

considerable architectural interest and importance to the
city of Victoria and perhaps to the province, since it has
undergone no notable alterations since the time of its
construction apart from the addition of a detached rear annex
ca. 1913-15. Although contemporary urban school examples
survive elsewhere in the province, notably in Vancouver, all
have been either heavily renovated or removed from service. '
Of Wilson's two later Victoria schools, only the Lampson
Street example survives.

It was closed in 1976 and is

apparently slated for demolition.
Agnes Deans Cameron
Although South Park School's first principal later earned a
degree of success as an author and lecturer, her career as
an educator was a highly controversial one. Agnes Deans
Cameron was born in Victoria in 1863. Her teaching career
spanned 18 years in Comox, Vancouver, and Victoria,
culminating in her promotion to the principalship of the
newly-completed South Park School in 1894. While she may
have thereby become the first female administrator of a
large coeducational urban school in the province, she was
certainly not the first woman principal.

Department of
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Education reports for previous years indicate that women
principals were employed at public girls' schools in Nanimo,
17/
New Westminster, and Victoria prior to her appointment.
Agnes Deans Cameron had already acquired a degree of
notoriety prior to receiving her principalship; as early as
1890 she became embroiled in a public controversy centred
upon her outspoken advocation of corporal punishment as a
means of discipline.

Critics of her frequent and often

severe use of the strap were answered in a letter to the
Colonist around this time:
The Rev. P. McF. MacLeod and others speak
very decidedly on these matters of corporal
punishment.

I would remind him, and them,

that facts, like children, are stubborn
things and we must treat with poor human
nature as we find it, and not as we wish it
4
. be.
K
18/
to
'
Her views did not change during her tenure at South
Park, and as a result she was eventually relieved of her
duties there in 1906.

In 1908 she embarked upon a remarkable

10,000 mile trip from Chicago to the Arctic Ocean via
Athabaska and the MacKenzie River, returning by the Peace
River and Lesser Slave Lake.

In the following year she

published an account of her experiences in book form, entitled
The New North, and embarked upon a highly successful lecture
tour.

In addition she wrote a succession of articles on the
Canadian North which appeared in the Canadian Magazine. 19/
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Appendix A: Architectural Report by Leslie Maitland,
Assistant Architectural Analyst, CIHB, 1977
South Park School (Figure 6) is an example of the many
large urban schools erected across Canada in the last
decade of the nineteenth century and in the early twentieth
century.

The plan and the site of the school reflect

contemporary educational philosophy.

The decorative features

of the school are those found in the Queen Anne style
that had been initiated in school archiecture in Britain
forty years earlier.
Plan
The symmetrical U-shaped plan of South Park (Figure 7)
reflects progressive thinking in education as it relates
to architecture.

By the mid-nineteenth century a more

structured approach to education developed that included
the division of the monitorial system of the one-room
school into a number of separately taught classes, apportioned
according to the age and ability of the students. / It
was desirable therefore to build schools that accommodated
these different classes.

The symmetrical plan was introduced

because it allowed for a number of classrooms, each with
a maximum exterior wall exposure for air circulation and
sunlight /, at a low cast.

South Park retains a single

assembly hall for mass instruction and public education
that is a remnant of the monitorial system/, but the bulk
of instruction was done in the eight classrooms.
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Site
The park-like setting of South Park (Figure 6) is integral
with the original conception of the school.

Land was

required not only for playgrounds /, but also to provide
an attractive school setting that contemporary school
thinkers thought conducive to serious study, and contributive
to the moral development of children. /
Style
The decorative features of South Park School are those
found in the Queen Anne Style.

These include a single

monumental pediment, bargeboard trim, clustered chimneys,
terra cotta panels, decorative balconies, coloured brickwork,
and brick mouldings and stringcourses (Figures 8 and 9).
The first Queen Anne style school, Leyes Wood (1868) in
Sussex England by John Shaw / (Figure 10), was irregular
in plan but later schools were rigidly symmetrical in
plan, and so these Queen Anne features were simply adopted
to the form.

The Queen Anne style included long banks

of windows suitable for lighting school classrooms / and
brick construction which was economical, safe in case
of fire, ^and had inherent decorative textural quality. ^
Interior decoration at South Park is limited to plain
mouldings around doors and windows, and wainscotting (Figure 11).
Many of the characteristics of South Park School are to
be found in contemporary schools elsewhere in Canada
(Figure 12).
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The decorative features contributing to the beauty
of the school were necessary as beauty was thought to
have moralizing effect on children. / The first principal
of South Park School, Agnes Deans Cameron, remarked that
"Tasteful surroundings must exert a refining influence
on all, and especially so on children." / Decorative
borrowings from historical styles were considered appropriate
in public school architecture because they gave the children
a visual testament to the cultural past of their society,
and implied the age and venerability of society's values
and aspirations. / A 1914 addition built for physical
education and domestic science (Figure 13) is similar
to the main building in its use of brick and light coloured
trim.
The Architect
Born in China, William Ridgeway Wilson (1862-1942) received
his architectural training in Liverpool, and worked afterwards
in London where he was no doubt exposed to the new developments
in school building in Britain. After his move to Victoria
in 1888, Wilson constructed the provincial jail in Saanich,
St. John's church and rectory in Victoria, an asylum in
New Westminster, a drill hall in Victoria, residential
and commercial buildings, and two other Victoria Schools,
similar stylistically to South Park.

These are the Lampson

Street School (1903, no longer in use, Figure 2), and
the Victoria West School (1908. Demolished. Figure 3).

/
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Conclusion
South Park School is a representative example of late
nineteenth century school building, reflecting the current
streams in educational philsophy as applied to school
building and a representative example of the work of architect
W.R. Wilson.
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Figure 1: North Ward School, Victoria, B.C. First place
finisher in 1893 design competition which saw South
Park School's plans selected as runner up. The
building proved to be of faulty design and was
later demolished. (B.C. Provincial Archives, No.
12799) .
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Figure 2: Lapson Street School, Victoria, B.C.
Designed by W. Ridgeway Wilson and erected in 1903.
(CIHB).

Figure 3: Victoria West School, Victoria, B.C.
Third and final school design for Victoria School
Board by Wilson (1908); demolished in 1976. (CIHB).
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Figure 4: Victoria High School, Designed by F.M. Rattenbury
and erected in 1902, shared superficial similarities
with the earlier South Park School. (B.C. Provincial
Archives, No. 33394) .
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Figure 5:

Sir William Dawson School, Vancouver, B.C.
First section, designed by G.W. Grant and erected
c.1892 was representative of 8 room ward schools
being built in Vancouver at time of South Park
School's construction. (CIHB).
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Figure 6:

South Park School.

(CIHB).
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Figure 7:

Plan of South Park School.
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Figure 8:

Central Decorative Pediment.

(CIHB).
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Figure 9:

Decorative Brickwood on Chimney.

(CIHB).
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Figure 10:

Leyes Wood, Sussex, by Richard Norman Shaw.
(V.J. Scully, The Shingle Style, New Haven and
London: Yale University Press, 1971, plate 6).
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Figure 11: Interior Decorative Detail, (CIHB).

Figure 12: 1822 Maisonneuve Blvd., Montreal, Quebec.

(CIHB).
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Figure 13: South Park School Annex.

(CIHB).
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

Historian: Edward M i l l s
Date:

1975

Geocode: 10106003300701
City:

Victoria

Address: 701 D o u g l a s

Street

Building Name: C r y s t a l
(if important)

Garden

Source of T i t l e Photo:

Building Information
Date of Construction:
1924-25
Architect:
P . L . James & F r a n c i s M. R a t t e n b u r y
Builder:
Luney B r o t h e r s - g e n e r a l ; Lord & Burnham - g l a s s w o r k
Craftsmen ( l i i s r ^ A e ) s u P e r s t r u c t u r e ; S t u r t e v a n t C o . - h e a t i n g and v e n t i l a t i o n
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners

and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
E x h i b i t i o n , A u d i t i o n & S p e c t a c l e , o t h e r (swimming
p o o l , d a n c e h a l l , b o w l i n g a l l e y , gymnasium)
Building use:
Major building material : G l a s s & s t e e l
Alterations:
General Nature
Date

Architect

Builder

Comments: The s t r u c t u r e was b u i l t t o s e r v i c e t h e d u a l p u r p o s e of
a t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n f o r t h e h o t e l and a m u n i c i p a l r e c r e a t i o n
c e n t r e . When c o m p l e t e d , t h e C r y s t a l Garden b o a s t e d t h e l a r g e s t
s a l t w a t e r swimming p o o l on t h e P a c i f i c C o a s t .
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701 Douglas Street

Victoria

In 1902 the Canadian Pacific Railway inaugurated a fleet
of cruise ships to tap the tourist potential of Victoria.
In the following year plans were completed for erection
of a large tourist hotel on land reclaimed from James Bay.
Construction of the Empress was begun in 1905. With its
completion in 1908 the firm possessed a multi-million
dollar stake in the recreational potential of the city.
The Crystal Garden's construction was a means of further
developing this industry.
In 1924 the C.P.R. acquired a lease on property adjacent
to the Empress Hotel grounds from the City of Victoria.
They entered into a contract committing them to replace
or rebuild the proposed amusement centre in the event
of damage or destruction.

The structure would serve the

dual purpose of a tourist attraction for the hotel and
a municipal recreation center.
Preliminary plans for the building were produced
jointly by local architects P.L. James and F.M. Rattenbury.

/

Rattenbury had previously executed the design for the
Empress Hotel, as well as the Jasper Park Lodge and Banff
Springs Hotel.

In the case of the Crystal Gardens, P.L. James
is believed to have done most of the actual design work. 2/
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The contract for the glass and steel work was awarded
to a major American firm, Lord and Burnham, who had Canadian
offices in Toronto, Montreal and St. Catharines. '

Their

Canadian factory was located in the latter town. Among
other works claimed by the firm were the Dunsmuir conservatories,
Hatley Park, Victoria, the civic conservatories at Winnipeg
and Montreal West, the solarium for the Royal Victoria
Hospital, and a marble and glass pool for Sir John Eaton,
presumably in Toronto.

The locally-based firm of Luney

Brothers was awarded the contract for general construction,
and employed a work force of over 100 men on the site,
operating on continuous shifts during the peak of construction.
The building was constructed on a floating concrete
foundation.

One hundred tons of reinforcing steel used

on the superstructure was fabricated at Lord and Burnham's
plant in St. Catharines, Ontario.

One-quarter inch thick

wired cast glass was imported from Britain for the walls.
The structure contained a ventilation system which prevented
the build-up of condensation on the glass walls. This
was installed, along with the heating system, by the American
firm of Sturtevant Company.4/
' Photographs showing the
building during various stages of construction are included
with the report (Figures 1-4).
When completed the Crystal Garden boasted the largest
salt water swimming pool on the Pacific coast.

In addition

it featured two large dance floors, one at each end of
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the pool, which could be subdivided into smaller areas.
Large tropical plants were a prominent interior feature.
A bowling alley and gymnasium were additional facilities
(Figures 5-7).
The building was officially opened on 27 June 1925.
Burnham & Lord ran the following advertisement

in the Colonist on

this occasion:
The magnificent Crystal Garden, built in connection
with the C.P.R. and the City of Victoria, is
one of our larger achievements. Every detail
of the immense glass and steel superstructure
was designed and constructed by us. The finished
house is a fine tribute to our ability as Glass
Garden Builders.
And we are just as skillful in every branch
of Green-house construction.

Be it an important

adjunct of a rich man's estate, or a more modest
house for the man of modest means, our organization
in equipped to provide a Glass Garden complete
in all respects, and at a remarkably low price.5/
'
The building functioned for many years as Victoria's
municipal swimming pool.

It was closed upon completion

of a new pool during the late 1960s and is currently
vacant and unused.
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Endnotes:
1

Building plans (see photographs in phase 2 docket)
and Daily Colonist (Victoria), 14 November 1924,
p. 14.

2

Information supplied by A. Helmcken, Archivist, City
of Victoria.

3

Daily Colonist 27 June 1925, p. 4.

4

Ibid., 14 November 1924, p. 14

5

Ibid., 27 June 1925, p. 4.
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Appendix A. Architectural Report by Janet Wright
Assistant Architectural Analyst, CIHB. 1976,

The Crystal Garden in Victoria (Figures 8 , 9 ) was constructed
in 1924-25 following the design of architects P.L. James
and Francis M. Rattenbury.

The lower exterior walls of

brick support a superstructure made entirely of metal
and glass which was prefabricated in St. Catharines, Ontario
by the glass garden building firm of Lord and Burnham.
The building has a high central section, with straight
pitched roof, and lower flanking sections on the four
sides.
From an architectural point of view, the Crystal
Garden cannot be called unique.

Structures of metal and

glass first appeared in Canada in the aftermath of the
famous Crystal Palace in Hyde Park, London erected in
1851.

In 1858, Canada's first crystal palace was built

in Toronto, with similar examples to follow in both Montreal
and Hamilton in 1860. None of these early glass buildings
survives.
Following this early phase, metal and glass construction
was used frequently in Canada for a variety of functions.
By the end of the 19th century, small conservatories were
fashionable additions to grant residences.

Since these
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conservatories were looked upon as garden ornaments as
well as functional greenhouses, they often adopted rather
elaborate designs using curved walls, domed roofs and
refined details. More research is needed to determine
how many of these early private conservatories still remain
intact.

In the public sector, however, several large conser-

vatories erected by municipal governments in the early
20th century are still standing.

The Palm House in Allan

Gardens in Toronto (1908) , (R. McCallum, architect) (Figure 10)
offers a particularly fine example. With its large central
dome, the Palm House explores more excitingly the architectural
possibilities of metal and glass than does the more functional
design of the Crystal Garden.

(other glass structures

by Lord and Burham, Figures 11-13).
As an engineering feat the Crystal Garden cannot
be considered unique. As early as the second half of
the 19th century, railway companies adapted metal and
glass construction to the building of their train sheds.
In Carrol Meeks' history of The Railroad Station he describes
the great engineering advances made during this period
which made possible the construction of a much larger
interior space than is seen in the Crystal Garden. This
relationship with railroad building is not surprising,
when one considers that the Crystal Garden was built for
the CPR.
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What is unique about the Crystal Garden is its function
and the important role it played in Victoria's social
life.

In Canada there is no known comparative example

of this type of crystal "pleasure palace" with its wide
range of facilities that may be used on a permanent yearround basis. The logical explanation for this unique
function is that the inevitable problem of heating this
type of structure made it unsuitable for the colder climate
in the rest of Canada.

Figure 1: Crystal Garden under construction, January
1925 (B.C. Provincial Archives Photo Collection,
No. 68159).

Figure 2: Crystal Garden under construction, March 1925.
(B.C. Provincial Archives Photo Collection,
No. 68161).

-J

Figure 3: Crystal Garden under construction, March 1925.
(B.C. Provincial Archives Photo Collection,
No. 68160).

CO

Figure 4: Crystal Garden under construction, April-May
1925. (B.C. Provincial Archives Photo Collection,
No. 23855).

rsj

Figure 5: Crystal Garden, interior, July 1925. (B.C. Provincial
Archives Photo Collection, No. 54098).

O

Figure 6: Crystal Gardens, south ballroom, February 1955.
(B.C. Provincial Archives Photo Collection,
No. 63469).

h-1

Figure 7: Crystal Garden, pool and promenade, February
1955. (B.C. Provincial Archives Photo Collection,
No. 63470) .
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Figure 8: Crystal Garden, Victoria, exterior.

Figure 9 : Crystal Garden, Victoria, interior.

Ln

Figure 10: Palm House, Allen Gardens, Toronto in the 1920s.
R. McCallum, architect, 1908. (PAC PCO 2164)
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Figure 11: Solarium and Pool (Lord and Burnham, Catalogue)

Figure 12: Greenhouses, Department of
Botany, U. of T., Toronto
(Lord and Burnham, Catalogue

Figure 13: Tropical Plant
House, Westmount,
Montreal (Lord and
Burnham, Catalogue)
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Historian:Edward M i l l s
Date: 1975

Geocode: 10106003302420
City: v i c t o r i a
Address: 2420 D o u g l a s
Street
Building Name: C a n a d i a n Bank
(if important) D f Commerce
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e 1

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1910
Architect: D a r l i n g and P e a r s o n
Builder: B r i t i s h Columbia M i l l s , Timber & T r a d i n g Company
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner: C a n a d i a n Bank of Commerce
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: A d m i n i s t r a t i v e , P r o f e s s i o n a l , F i n a n c i a l ;
Major building m a t e r i a l : Wood
Alterations:
General Nature
Date

Architect

bank

Builder

Comments:The bank i s a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e example of t h e i n t e r m e d i a t e
D a r l i n g & P e a r s o n d e s i g n p r e f a b r i c a t e d by t h e B . C . M i l l s , Timber
& T r a d i n g Company. T h i s s t r u c t u r e i n V i c t o r i a i s n o t a b l e a s one
of t h e few p r e f a b r i c a t e d b a n k s s t i l l s e r v i n g i t s o r i g i n a l f u n c t i o n .
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2420 Douglas Street

Victoria

Between 1905 and 1910 the Canadian Bank of Commerce commissioned
the pre-fabrication of a series of ready-made banks by the
Vancouver-based B.C. Mills, Timber & Trading Company for
use primarly in newly-established prairie towns. Three
standard models were designed by the Toronto architectural
firm of Darling and Pearson, then adapted to the patented
prefabricated wall system marketed by the Vancouver mill.
While the structures became best known in small agricultural
communities, they were also employed as new suburban branches
in large cities; Winnipeg, Calgary and Vancouver are known
to have formerly contained examples.
This surviving structure in Victoria, completed 3 March
1910, ' is notable as one of the few prefabricated
banks still serving its original function.

It was one

of two erected on Vancouver Island, the other being located
in Ladysmith (now dismantled).

The building was manufactured

at the Vancouver plant in June 1909, then assembled in
Victoria in the following spring.

It was the second last

prefab model (followed shortly by the Ladysmith branch)
to be erected by the bank.

The British Columbia Mills,

Timber & Trading Company sold the rights to their system
to another firm in 1910, and the bank ceased erecting
them.
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The structure is a representative example of the
intermediate Darling and Pearson prefab design.2/ It may
be compared with surviving examples of the smaller hip
roofed model: Mission City; Vermillion, Alberta; Vonda,
Saskatchewan; Humboldt, Saskatchewan—and with examples
of the somewhat larger Neo-Classical design:

Blaine Lake,

Saskatchewan; Vonda, Manitoba.
The interior is essentially unchanged, apart from
addition of a concrete vault at the rear of the building.
Original counter tops have been removed.

Gas fireplaces

in both the manager's office on the first floor and in
the staff lounge above remain intact. Upper storey room
divisions remain as original, although this area no longer
serves as living quarters for staff as it did intially.
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Endnotes;
1.

Victor Ross, The History of the Canadian Bank of
Commerce (Toronto, 1922), vol. 2, p. 564.

2.

Original building plan (held by branch manager).
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Historian: Edward M i l l s
Date:1975

Geocode:10106003400637
(10106029300675)
City: v i c t o r i a
Address: 637 E l l i o t S t r e e t
( f o r m e r l y 675 B e l l e v i e w )
Building Name: S t . A n n ' s S c h o o l
(if important) House
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e 1

Building Information
Date of Construction: E s t i m a t e d 1848
Architect:
Builder: J a c q u e s L a q u e c h i e r , H u d s o n ' s Bay Company
Craftsmen (List Type)
„,
„ . occupation
„ . „ . „ . . < „ « nfor „_4„4..,,i
m o and
Name
original „,,„„,..
owner: S i s t e r s of S a i n t Ann,' r e l i g^i o u s
order
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

t e a c h i n g»

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use : E d u c a t i o n a l ,

school

Major building material : Wood
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
Frame a d d i t i o n & b e l f r y
1858
constructed
A d d i t i o n removed
Pre-1933
Building renovated
1933

Architect

Builder
Brothers Charles
Michaud
& F.G. Thibodeau

Comments:in 1974 t h e b u i l d i n g was a c q u i r e d by t h e p r o v i n c i a l g o v e r n m e n t
and moved from 675 B e l l e v i e w t o i t s p r e s e n t s i t e a t 637 E l l i o t S t r e e t .
I t p r e s e n t l y f u n c t i o n s a s p a r t of t h e P r o v i n c i a l Museum c o m p l e x .
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637 Elliot Street (formerly 657 Belleview)

Victoria

The Sisters of St. Ann, a teaching order established in
Montreal in 1850, responded to a request from Bishop Demers
of Victoria to set up a mission school in his diocese
in 1858. Four sisters, three of French Canadian extraction,
arrived in Victoria via Panama and San Francisco on 5 June
1858. '

The present structure, acquired by Bishop Demers

on 25 April 1855, was donated to the four nuns as temporary
/
quarters on their arrival.2/
The structure was evidently
ten years old at the time of its acquisition by the sisters.
According to the Heritage Conservation Report prepared
for the City of Victoria, it was erected in 1848 by Jacques
Laquechier, a French-Canadian labourer employed by the
Hudson's Bay Company. '

It originally occupied a site

on Kanaka Row, an early thoroughfare facing on James Bay.
Typical of surviving structures from Victoria's earliest
period, it features post and sill construction.4/ On 7 November
1853, it was purchased from the Hudson's Bay Company
by Leon Morrell, who in turn sold it to Bishop Demers
two years later. /

It was presumably moved to a site on

Heywood Street at this time.
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At the time of the initial occupation by the Sisters
of St. Ann, the building was described as being a cedar
structure, thirty feet by eighteen feet.

"The back and

front had doors with windows on each side of them and
a window in each of the gable ends.

A double chimney

and a rough partition divided the house into two rooms....
The outside walls were clapboarded but inside the squared
timbers were bare."
Although the sisters took up residence in the structure
upon their arrival in June, they did not commence classes
until 15 November.

In the interim, the building was doubled

in size by construction of a frame addition, and a twelve
foot high belfry was erected.

This work was carried out

by the talented Brother Charles Michaud, along with Brother
7/
F.G. Thibodeau.
Michaud was also engaged in the design
and construction of the first Roman Catholic cathedral
in the city, located on Humboldt Street.

/

Initial enrolment in the school was 56.
the sisters noted:
and German.

One of

"Our boarders are English, American

The day scholars, with the exception of three

who are sisters, are half breeds and coloured children." V
The three sisters noted above were evidently the daughters
of Governor James Douglas, who were among the school's
first pupils.
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The teaching and boarding programme rapidly outgrew
facilities provided by the original structure, and a two
storey brick convent was erected on View Street in 1860.
The earlier building continued to be used, initially as
boarding facilities for pre-school children, and later
as classrooms and quarantine ward during a smallpox outbreak
in 1869-70. '
Regular use of the structure appears to have been
phased out with construction of St. Ann's Academy on Humboldt
Street (1871-86).

In 1933, in celebration of the Convent's

Diamond Jubilee, the nuns undertook to renovate the old
building as a shrine in memory of the first four sisters.11/
The 1858 addition was no longer in existence at this time;
it was either dismantled prior to this date or was removed
as part of the renovations carried out in 1933.

In 1974

the building was acquired by the provincial government
and moved to its present site, 637 Elliot Street, opposite
Helmcken House.

It was placed on an artificial stone

foundation and surrounded by a rather inappropriate picket
fence at this time.

It presently functions as part of

the Provincial Museum complex.

263
Endnotes;
1

Sister Mary M. Down, A Century of Service (Victoria,
1966), pp. 34-5.

2

Ibid., p. 33.

3

The original source of this information is uncertain;
it is cited in the Victoria Heritage Conservation
Report (Victoria, 1975). Contemporary log structures
such as Helmcken House and various Hudson's Bay Company
buildings were constructed by French-Canadian mechanics.

4

Other examples are the home of J.S. Helmcken, 638
Elliot Street, and the Tod House, 2564 Heron Street.
(10106003400638)

5

Down, op. cit., p. 34.

6

Ibid., p. 35.

7

Ibid., p. 37.

8

This building, completed in 1858, was later donated
to the Sisters of St. Ann and removed across the
street to be incorporated in the 1886 addition to
their Academy. It survives as part of this complex.

9

Ibid.

10

Ibid.

11

St. Ann's Academy, Diamond Jubilee Number, 1858-1933
(Victoria, 1933), p. 25.
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Historian:

Edward M i l l s

Date:

1976

Geocode:

10106003400638

City:

Victoria

Address:

638 E l l i o t

Building Name:
(if important)

Street

Helmcken House

Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e 1

Building Information
Date of Construction: l 8 5 2 - 5 3
Architect:
Owner (Dr. J . Helmcken)
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)
,.
,
„
„
Log w a l l s - F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n m e c h a n i c s , H u d s o n ' s Bay C o .
G e n e r a l c a r p e n t r y & j o i n e r y - Gideon H a l c r o
Name and occupation of original owner: D r . J o h n S e b a s t i a n Helmcken - p h y s i c i a n
.,
.
. & politician
Notable subsequent owners and reason Identified:
p o s t - 1 9 3 9 - B . C . Government a c q u i r e d h o u s e a s a museum
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
O r i g i n a l l y R e s i d e n t i a l , s i n g l e d w e l l i n g ; now E x b i t i o n ,
Building use: A u d i t i o n & S p e c t a c l e , museum
Major building material :
Alterations:
General Nature
,,...
Date
,OC/r
Architect
Builder
1 1/2 s t o r e y a d d i t i o n
c a . 1856
2 storey residential
addition
1883
Replacement of original
floor & footings
1935
Comments: Typical Hudson's Bay post and sill construction was employed
in the building of the house. Dr. Helmcken was elected to the
1st legislative assembly for the Colony of Vancouver Island in
1856 & served as 1st speaker. In 1883 he was elected president of
B.C.'s first medical association.
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638 Elliot Street

Victoria

Dr. John Sebastian Helmcken was born in London, England,
5 June 1824, of German parents. After receiving medical
training at Guy's Hospital, London, he joined the Hudson's
Bay Company as a surgeon and accepted a posting to Fort
Victoria on Vancouver Island.

Helmcken arrived at Victoria

in 1850 where he quickly became active as both company
surgeon and magistrate.

Close contact with Chief Factor

James Douglas led in turn to courtship of the future governor's
eldest daughter.

Douglas, who had acquired a tract of

land on the west bank of James Bay, opposite the fortress,
provided Helmcken with an acre adjacent to the site of
his own house on which to build a residence.

Dr. Helmcken

has left a detailed account of the construction of this
log structure in his autobiographical "Reminiscences",
written in 1892. The absence of a local saw mill dictated
the use of log construction.

Like the surviving contemporary

St. Ann's School House* and Tod house,

typical Hudson's

Bay post and sill construction was employed:
To build a house now is a very easy matter—
but a very different matter then. How we studied
over the design, i.e., interior divisions of
the building 30 x 251

Then to get it done for

there were no contractors, everything had to
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be done piecemeal.

There being no lumber, it

had to be built of logs squared on two sides
and six inches thick.

The sills and uprights

were very heavy and morticed—the supports of
the floor likewise—the logs had to be let into
grooves in the uprights.
Well the timber had to be taken from the forest—
squared there and brought down by water.

All

this had to be contracted for by french Canadians,
then when brought to the beach I had big oxen
of the company to haul it to the site.

The

other Canadians took the job of putting the
building up as far as the logs were concerned—
then the shingling—the Indians at this time
made shingles—all split.

All this was very

heavy, very expensive and very slow work, for
the men were by no means in a hurry.

Among

the names I find Maurice, Peltier, and Dubois...They
chiefly took their pay in blankets and provisions
and other ect as /?/—the balance in coin.

Well the shell is up—now to get it finished—
lumber very scarce and a favor to get any at
forty follars per thousand in the rough—so
it all had to be planed and grooved by hand!
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Much of it was cut by Kanakas in a saw pit—so
it was not very regular in thicknesses.

I wrote

to Blenkinsop at Fort Rupert for plank—he sent
me some yellow cedar, with these latter the
doors, windows, and skirting boards were made.
It so happened that Gideon Halcro,

a crofter—

a mechanic of all work—was here; he could
do carpentering, plastering, and everything
connected with a house, so I got him to go on
/

with the work, but oh, the grumbling about the
irregular wood—so much planing down—besides
the flooring was 8 or 10 inches wide...Fortunately
I had bought the two lots next to mine—a house
stood on it...Here Halcro worked and I think
lived—but oh so slowly—for I wanted the house
to be finished by the springtime.

/

Helmcken was married on 27 December 1852, but lived
with his wife's family until the house was completed in
the spring of 1853. The finished structure contained
four rooms consisting of a parlour, kitchen and two bedrooms;
a narrow enclosed staircase led to the unfinished attic.
In 1856 a 1 1/2 storey addition was added which contained
a new dining area on the first floor.2/ The original section
was heated by two fireplaces served by a massive brick
chimney--the source of bricks is not known.
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Helmcken continued to reside in the original section
of his house following the death of his wife in 1864.
He was later joined by his widowed eldest daughter, Mrs.
Higgins, who lived in the addition, expanded around 1883
by construction of a two storey section.

Helmcken remained

in the house until his death in 1920. His daughter continued
to reside there until 1939, after which it was acquired
by the provincial government as a museum. 3/
' The interior
of the 1852-3 and 1856 sections has been preserved essentially
as Helmcken left it—a conservative in his domestic
tastes, he made few concessions to modern conveniences
during his lifetime.

The 1883 addition has been converted

into a caretaker's residence and is not accessible to
the public.

In 1963, $35,000 was spent on the structure—

the major alteration entailed replacement of the original
floor and footings which had deteriorated.
Dr. Helmcken had a long and illustrious career as
both medical doctor and politician.

In the latter field,

he had the distinction of being elected to the first
legislative assembly for the Colony of Vancouver Island
in 1856, for which he served as first speaker.

In 1870

he travelled to Ottawa as one of British Columbia's three
delegates to negotiate the future province's terms of
union with Canada.

In 1888 he was elected president of

the province's first medical association.

His later years

were spent as a revered and distinguished survivor of
the province's colonial period.
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Endnotes:
1

John Sebastian Helmcken, "Reminiscences (Victoria,
1892)," reprinted in B.C. Historical Quarterly, V
(October 1941) , p. 302. Gideon Halcro was a member
of the Craigflower contingent brought from Scotland
in 1853 by Kenneth Mackenzie. He was noted as the
Chief carpenter of the Craigflower School built in
1854-5.

2

Information supplied by Ainslie Helmcken, City Archivist
and grandson of original owner. (Dates of additions
are approximations only.)

3

Corday MacKay, "House of Ghosts", The Beaver, (December 1943),
pp. 4-5.
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638 Elliot Street

Victoria

Addendum
Construction of final two storey section in 1883 verified
by entry in resume of building construction, Daily Colonist
(Victoria), 19 January 1884, p. 1:
Dr. Helmcken—An addition to residence, Dallas
Road. A frame building 34 by 24 feet; 2 storeys
with gable roof, two rooms on ground floor,
and 2 bedrooms and bathroom above. Mr. T.P.
Burgess Carpenter.
Dallas Road address appears to be an error; Helmcken never
resided on that street although it is located fairly close
to his home on what is now called Elliot Street.
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Historian: Edward M i l l s
Date:

J a n u a r y 1976

Geocode:

10106003500613

City: V i c t o r i a
Address:

613 A v a l o n

Street

Building Name:
(if important)
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of C o n s t r u c t i o n n g g i
Architect: Unknown
BuilderP r o b a b l y W i l l i a m Lang
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner: W i l l i a m L a n g , b u i l d i n g
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

contractor

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l ,

single

Major building material : Wood
Alterations:
General Nature
Date

dwelling

Architect

Builder

Comments: T h i s h o u s e i s a p a r t i c u l a r l y o r n a t e and w e l l - p r e s e r v e d
e x a m p l e of t h e v e r n a c u l a r c o t t a g e a r c h i t e c t u r e b e i n g c o n s t r u c t e d
i n V i c t o r i a d u r i n g t h e l a t e 1880s and e a r l y 1 8 9 0 s .
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613 Avalon Street

Victoria

The William Lang residence, situated on a quiet side street
in the residential area of James Bay, is a particularly
ornate and well-preserved example of vernacular cottage
architecture being constructed in Victoria during the
late 1880s and early 1890s.

Its construction, at a

cost of $2,100, was noted in the annual building edition
of the Colonist, 1 January 1892. '

Since Lang listed

his occupation as building contractor in Victoria directories
it is probable that he was responsible for construction
of the house. The architect is unknown.
to reside in it from 1891 until 1917; '

Lang continued
between 1917

and 1919 its occupant was Mrs. Annie Robinson, who was
followed in 1920 by Walter Poole. A change in the building's
street address in 1906 should be noted:

prior to that

date it was listed as 27 Avalon (occasionally spelled
Avelon) in city directories; the number was subsequently
changed to 613.
The house features an asymmetrical layout, with a
prominently projecting gabled bay window on the left side,
balanced by an ornately detailed verandah.

Bracketing,

doors, windows and other exterior trim survive in excellent
condition, as do numerous interior features, notably fireplaces
(2), staircase, boxed door and window frames, wainscotting,
and stained glass.
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Endnotes:
1

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 1 January 1892, p. 3.

2

Victoria City Directories, 1890-1920. (William Lang's
pre-1891 address was 89 Henry Street).

Figure 1: Goad's Victoria Fire Insurance Atlas (1903,
revised to 1909), sheet 86.
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Historian: Edward M i l l s
Date:

1975

Geocode: 10106003800541
City:

Victoria

Address: 541 R i t h e t

Street

Building Name:
(if important)
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction: c a .
Architect: Unknown
Builder: unknown
Craftsmen (List Type)

1892-93

Name and occupation of original owner: George R. J a c k s o n ,
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

merchant
tailor

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l ,

single

Major building material : Wood
Alterations:
General Nature
Date

dwelling

Architect

Builder

Comments:This h o u s e was an e x c e l l e n t example of m o d e s t 1890s
r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e i n V i c t o r i a ; h o w e v e r , t h e b u i l d i n g was
demolished in 1974.
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541 Rithet Street

Victoria

This one storey frame cottage was one of a row of three
essentially identical structures erected around 1892. '
This date in an approximation, based on local directories,
since no record of the construction is listed in the annual
lists of new buildings published in the Victoria Daily
2/
Colonist. '

The three buildings do not appear on the

1889 bird's eye map of the city; they do appear, however,
in the 1898 Goad's Fire Insurance Atlas of Victoria (Figure 1).
The first listed resident of the present house was
George R. Jackson, a merchant tailor, who lived there
until 1894. A rapid succession of occupants occurred
during the following ten years, suggesting that the house,
along with the two adjacent structures, was employed as
rental accommodation.

As with other pre-1900 Victoria

structures, this house was not listed at the present street
address until after 1905. The original address was
22 Rithet Street.
541 Rithet was an excellent example of modest 1890s
residential architecture in Victoria.

The exterior features

the characteristic projecting front bay with fairly ornate
bracketing, along with typical shiplap veneer. A distinctive
feature was the use of ornamental wooden quoins. The
interior had been extensively renovated by the time phase 2
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recording was done. A major alteration was the lowering
of ceilings, installation of central heating and a modern
bathroom. Since sewage hookup did not occur until 1905,3/
'
the small structure at the rear of the house evidently
served as an outhouse. All three of these houses were
demolished in 1974 to make way for a condominium development.
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Endnotes:
1

B.C. Directory, 1890-1905 (first entry:

1893) .

2

City of Victoria, planning office records.

3

Ibid.

Also 1889 bird's eye map of Victoria
1898 Goads' Fire Insurance Atlas, City of Victoria.

Figure 1: Goad's Fire Insurance Atlas, City of Victoria, 1898.
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Historian:Edward M i l l s
Date:

1975

Geocode:

10106004200588

City:

Victoria

Address:

588 T o r o n t o

Street

Building Name:
(if important)
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction:
1892
Architect:
Builder:
J . H . Hughes
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner:
Notable subsequent owners

J a c o b M. Hughes -

grocer

and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l ,

single

Major building material :
Alterations:
General Nature

Woo<3

Car p o r t added t o r e a r of

Date

dwelling

Architect

Builder

house

Comments: The b u i l d i n g h a s been w e l l m a i n t a i n e d s i n c e i t s e r e c t i o n
and h a s u n d e r g o n e no n o t a b l e s t r u c t u r a l c h a n g e s .

284

588 Toronto Street

Victoria

Construction of a one storey frame house at the corner
of Toronto and Princess (later Helmcken) streets was announced
in the 1 January 1893 edition of the Daily Colonist. '
Its builder was J.H. Hughes, a local Victoria carpenter
who was also responsible for the construction of a frame
chemical works on Huron Street in the preceeding year.
Jacob M. Hughes, a Victoria grocer and presumably a relative
of the builder, is listed in the 1892 B.C. Directory as
occupant of the new house.2/
' He continued to reside there
until 1895 when a Mrs. M.C. Browne became occupant.

It

was subsequently occupied by a succession of tenants.
The house appears on the 1897 Goad's Fire Insurance
Atlas of Victoria (Figure 1).

It will be noted that the

steet number was originally 95, but was changed to 588
after the turn of the century.

Two rear additions or

wings are noted on this plan, although no front verandah
is indicated.
The building has been well maintained and has undergone
no notable structural changes apart from construction
of a car port at the rear.
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Endnotes:
1

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 1 January 1893, p. 16.
(Annual building report).

2

British Columbia Directories, 1891-1908.

Figure 1: Goad's Fire Insurance Atlas of Victoria, 1897.
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Historian:Edward M i l l s
Date: November

1975

Geocode:10106005200309
City:

Victoria

Address: 309 B e l l e v i l l e

Street

Building Name: P e n d r a y House
(if important)
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction:

1895

Architect: Unknown
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)
M u l l e r and S t u r n - f r e s c o

paintings

Name and occupation of original owner:William J . P e n d r a y , l o c a l
Notable subsequent owners and reason I d e n t i f i e d :

industrialist

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
Originally Residential,
Building use: s e r v i c e , r e s t a u r a n t
Major building material : Wood
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
C o n v e r s i o n of h o u s e i n t o
1970
restaurant

s i n g l e d w e l l i n g ; now Food

Architect

Builder

Comments: A former m a n s i o n , c o m p l e t e w i t h t o p i a r y g a r d e n s and
f r e s c o p a i n t i n g s ( e x e c u t e d by t h e f i r m of M u l l e r & S t u r n ) , t h e h o u s e
was c o n v e r t e d t o a r e s t a u r a n t i n 1 9 7 0 .
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309 Belleville Street

Victoria

William J. Pendray settled in Victoria in 1875 after an
adventurous life spent seeking his fortune in the California
and Cariboo goldfields, interspersed with trips back to
his native England.

He acquired a soap factory on Humboldt

Street which he turned into a commercial success and became
a prominent local industrialist.

In 1890 purchased property

on Belleville Street, adjacent to James Bay.

Construction

on his new house did not begin for five years however. '
Prior to its construction Mr. and Mrs. Pendray toured
northern California looking at house designs. The Colonist
noted, after the completion of their large Queen Ann residence
in 1896:
Mr. and Mrs. Pendray made a complete tour of the
cities of the coast north of San Francisco before
building, for the purpose of getting ideas on the
comforts of a home, and their present stately mansion
is in consequence of a completeness rarely met with.
The most recent improvements which have been made
in the residence could not be included in probably
more than two other homes in the city. 2/
The improvements refered to were a series of fresco
paintings executed by the firm of Muller and Sturn, who
claimed to have learned their trade in Germany and to
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have worked "in the largest castles and residences in
Germany and Switzerland".

Costing $7,000 in construction,

the Pendray residence's drawing room featured a cream
colored ceiling shaded in different tints and ornamented
with flowers and scroll work, with walls of contrasting
light terra cotta.

The music room, dining and bedrooms

received similar treatments featuring fruit and floral
designs.
The Pendray residence's most distinctive feature
was the topiary gardens which its owner personally laid
out and tended prior to his accidental death in 1913 in
an accident at his factory.4/
' These gardens have survived
to the present time. The home was converted into a restaurant
in 1970. Although interior alterations have been made,
much of the original fresco work and woodwork remain intact.
The exterior of the house is unaltered and retains the
original contrasting shingling and siding, along with
spacious verandahs and decorative trim characteristic
of the Queen Ann style.
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Endnotes;
1

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 1 January 1896.

2

Ibid., 14 March 1897, p. 5.

3

Ibid.

4

Ibid., 5 December 1948, p. 5.
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Figure 1: W.J. Pendray residence, 309 Belleville
Street. From Goad's Fire Insurance Plan
for the City of Victoria, 1905, sheet 75.
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Historian: Edward M i l l s
Date:l975

Geocode:
City:

10106005200501

Victoria

Address: 501 B e l l e v i l l e

Street

Building Name: P r o v i n c i a l
(if important) P a r l i a m e n t
Buildings
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB - P h a s e I

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 8 9 3 - 9 8
Architect: F r a n c i s Mawson R a t t e n b u r y
Builder: E . C . H o w e l l , S u p t . of C o n s t r u c t i o n
Craftsmen (List Type) ( s e e a d d i t i o n a l names u n d e r "Comments") Masonry F r e d e r i c k Adams ( 1 8 9 3 - 9 5 ) ; McDonald, W i l s o n & Snyder Co. (1895-98)
Carpentry - Bishop & Sherbourne
Name and occupation of original owner: P r o v i n c e of B r i t i s h Columbia
Notable subsequent owners and reason I d e n t i f i e d :
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: G o v e r n m e n t a l , l e g i s l a t u r e
parliament
Major building m a t e r i a l : S t o n e
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
E a s t & West Wings
1911-14
Library
1912-15

Comments: C r a f t s m e n

(cont.)

or

Architect
F.M. R a t t e n b u r y
F.M. R a t t e n b u r y

Plumbing - H . T . F l e t t ;

Builder

Ironwork

3
H
P e r r y ;
P a i n t i
S ttaai nl ne dP ^Gnl 1a s^s^ 0- ^ James
' ' C ° gB?l oe ro mI f. W
Spillman;
S
i e*l d -; S t a t u a r y - Cnhga r l-e s• . Marega
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501 Belleville Street

Victoria

The original provincial parliament buildings, a collection
of six brick and timber structures with low-pitched bellcast
roofs, had been constructed in 1859 from designs supplied
by H.O. Tiedman, a German-born and trained architect and
civil engineer then employed by the provincial government
(Figure 1).

By 1892 these structures, popularly referred

to as the "Bird-cages" were deemed "unsafe for the deposit
of valuable documents, wholly inadequate for the public
business, and no credit to a prosperous and progressive
province like British Columbia". '

Despite cries of extravagance

from the opposition, the Davie Administration announced
plans to replace these buildings with new stone ones costing
$500,000.
Canadian and American architects were invited to
submit plans for the new parliament buildings, to cost
no more than a half million dollars, and to provide accommodation for the Legislative Assembly, Land Registry, Printing
Office and various administrative departments. Further
stipulations were that these should be housed under one
roof and that the structure be fireproof. A total of
65 entries were received from 62 competitors. Five semifinalists were selected to enter a second competition which
specified that the Land Registry and printing office be housed in
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detached two-storey buildings.

The total cost was raised

to $600,000. 2/
The winner was a twenty-six year old architect named
Francis Mawson Rattenbury, who had arrived in British
Columbia the previous year.

He had received his training

with an uncle in the firm of Lockwood and Mawson, Leeds,
England.

Although he had entered several competitions

and won mentions, his only known commissions were a church
in Hull and a club at Bradford. 3/
'
Construction of the new parliament buildings had
major implications for the city of Victoria.

Not only

did it generate extensive business for local contractors
(the majority of contracts were awarded to Victoria-based
firms); it also ensured the city's retention of the seat
of government, despite growing demands from mainlanders
that it be moved to a more accessible location.
A number of controversies arose during the course
of construction which ultimately delayed the completion
date by more than two years.

Plans initially called for

two types of stone for the exterior; light grey Haddington
Island stone from the northern end of Vancouver Island
for sides and rear facades, Koksilah stone from the Duncan
area for the front facade.

Rattenbury changed his mind

about the suitability of the latter type upon arrival
of the first shipment, and the contract with its supplier
was cancelled.

The firm subsequently sued the provincial
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government for $12,000 in damages.4/
' Work was further
delayed in June of 1894 when the stonecutters went on
strike.

In December 1894 Frederick Adams, the masonry

contractor, suspended operations in a dispute with Rattenbury;
a subsequent enquiry resolved their differences, but Adams
was drowned in March 1895, and was succeeded by the firm
of McDonald, Wilson and Snyder. Work was further delayed
in 1896 when the Government decided to change the Land
Registry into the Provincial Museum, and place the Mines
Office in the basement.

Rattenbury vigorously protested

this change, and eventually succeeded in having this plan
modified somewhat.

The original Legislative Hall, one

of the old "Birdcage" buildings, was moved to the rear
of the new buildings and renovated to accommodate the
Department of Mines. It survived until 1957 when it was
destroyed by fire.5/ The volatile architect came into
conflict with his client on numerous other occasions during
the course of construction; these are recorded in the
correspondence of the Assistant Commissioner of Lands
and Works.
The buildings were finally completed in early 18987/
'
at a cost of $923,882

'

A lengthy description of various

interior and exterior features was contained in the Year
Book of British Columbia published the preceeding year:
The general outline of the design is Renaissance
in style, though treated in so original a manner
as to make any particular description somewhat misleading.
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It is evident that the building has been designed
more in a spirit of accordance with the materials
to be obtained and in conformity with local requirements
than with a desire to follow academic rules.
The stone used in the buildings is of a pearly gray
colour, of a very transparent tone and casts delicate
and various shadows with each change of the sky.
This particular quality of the stone adds a very
great charm to the building.
The roofing of the building is in slates, obtained
from the quarries of Fervis Inlet, whilst the granite
steps and landings, some of very great size, were
obtained from Burrard Inlet and Nelson Island quarries.
All of these, as well as most of the other materials
and woods, were obtained in the Province.
The general idea of the interior of the building
is a cross with three long arms, each of which contains
a separate department on both the ground and first
floors, and the remaining short arm is the principal
entrance.

Thus, whilst each department is planned

and arranged as a separate and distinct building,
with its own separate entrances, staircases, etc.,
yet direct access is obtained to each from the central
main entrance hall....The Central Hall is treated
appropriately with its importance, and forms the
most striking feature of the interior.

Being surmounted

by the dome, which is so conspicuous a feature of
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the exterior, this central hall is very lofty and
has several balconies and balustrades opening on
to it and reached by winding staircases contrived
in the thickness of the walls, by which you ascend
your way to the cupola surmounting the building...
From the central hall several charming vistas are
obtained down the corridors, which are all arched
and vaulted in white polished Keenes" cement, the
windows being filled with stained glass. The interior
staircases are moulded solid stone stairs, with wroughtiron railings, all manufactured in the Province.
These steps are constructed in a manner unique on
the Coast, one end being built in the wall and the
other end apparently unsupported, giving a very light
and airy appearance.
A large vaulted lobby opens onto the Legislative
Hall, an apartment 60 x 40 feet on the floor level,
amply large anough to accommodate far more than the
present thirty-three members, with galleries for
the public extending beyond this again, these galleries
being over the corridor surrounding the hall.

The

Legislative Hall is panelled in Italian marble, Breccia
and Pavanazzo and Verona St. Ambrozia being mostly
used, with large monolithic columns of green Cippolino
at each bay....
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The Speaker's canopy in oak is an intricate and ornamental
work, and is pointed to with pride as an example
of the joiner's skill.

Round the Legislative Hall

are the various committee rooms and offices, including
the Library of the Legislative Assembly.

Each of

these is panelled in some one of the various native
woods, and in them are exhibited choice samples of
bird's-eye maple, cypress, fir, cedar, alder, and
spruce.
The building is generally fire proof, a great deal
of concrete work being used, and all wood as far
as possible avoided in the construction to obviate
shrinkage and decay as well as danger from fire.
The electric light is used throughout, and the lavatories
are fitted up in the most sanitary manner with tiled
walls and floors, and marble is used for all divisions
and fixtures....
On either side of the main structure is ranged the
Printing Office and Museum, connected by means of
colonnades, forming a facade of over 500 feet in
length.

These colonnades are graceful in appearance,

and form convenient covered approaches from one building
to the other.9/
Rattenbury had a remarkable career. At the time
of the official opening of the new Parliament Buildings,
he was in England attempting to complete a business deal
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concerning lake steamers which he had designed and had
built.

The deal collapsed, but he managed to raise L75,000

and have himself made managing director of a new Lake
Bennett and Klondyke Transportation Company which linked
Dawson City with the coast.

He then organized 200 head

of pack animals and devised the Arctic Express Company,
a series of depots spaced 30 miles apart which enabled
prospectors to walk to Dawson with few supplies (each
depot contained a cook, beds and provisions) for $250.00.
The system was touted by local newspapers "the greatest
in the world, greater even than the Trans-Siberian..." '
Rattenbury returned to his architectural practice
the following year (1899), but continued to dabble in
commercial ventures—he shipped frozen salmon to Europe
and prefabricated houses to the Canary Islands. Among
his later architectural designs were the Empress Hotel
(1903), his personal home in Oak Bay (1901), the Banff
Springs Hotel (1906), branches of the Bank of Montreal
(eg. 1200 Government Street, Victoria /T896_7) and the
Vancouver Court House. He also designed numerous residences
and office buildings, notable examples being "Highlands",
the W.J. Macaulay residence, at 950 Terrace Avenue in Victoria,
and the Pemberton Building, also in Victoria, opened in
1909.

In 1913 he was elected reeve of Oak Bay, a residential

municipality lying outside Victoria.
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In 1911 construction that would cost over $1,000,000
on the east and west wings to the Parliament Buildings,
also designed by Rattenbury.

These housed further administrative

offices and were completed in 1914. A final addition
was the library, completed in 1915-16 and also designed
by Rattenbury.

Both features Haddington Island stone facades.

The entire complex has recently undergone extensive restoration
work.
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Endnotes:
1

Dr. Dorthy Blakey Smith, "The Parliament Buildings:
A Postcript to Parkinson" (unpublished address,
Annual Banquet of the Institute of Public Administration
of Canada, Victoria, May, 1962)—copy held in North—West
History Room, Vancouver Public Library.

2

Ibid., p. 2-3; also Peter Cotton "The Stately Capital",
Journal of the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada,
vol. 35, No. 4 (April 1958), pp. 116-117.

3

Cotton, op. cit., p. 116.

4

Ibid.

5

Ibid., p. 8.

6

Excerpts published in Cotton op. cit., pp. 117-118.

7

Daily Colonist (Victoria), 10 August 1898, pp. 5-6.

8

Blakey Smith, op. cit.

9

R.E. Gosnell, Year Book of British Columbia (Victoria
1897), pp. 122-125.

10

Cotton, op. cit.

Additional Sources:
For information on contracts see:
Daily Colonist (Victoria), 6 December 1893, p. 5.
"The Islander", Colonist (Victoria), 5 October.
Province (Vancouver), 7 August 1907.
City of Victoria, Heritaqe Conservation Report (Victoria,
1975) , p. 20.
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Figure 1:

Old Legislative Buildings, Victoria, (B.C. Provincial Archives Photo Collection,
No. 1996).

o
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Figure 2: New Parliament Buildings, Victoria.
Collection, No. 8100).

(B.C. Provincial Archives Photo
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Figure 3: Library addition, 1915-6. (Vancouver Public
Library Collection, No. 2602).

