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Abstract 

During the summer of 1977 a store, house and associated 

features were excavated at Batoche National Historic Park 

as part of a long range research design in which comparable 

and contrastive socioeconomic complexes are being investi­

gated. Excavation and extensive testing provided detailed 

and general overviews of the large socioeconomic areas. A 

separate survey operation clarified ambiguities regarding 

specific historic complexes and furthered knowledge of pre­

historic occupation in the area. In this report, structural 

and survey data are described and assessed. 



Introduction 

The first archaeological field season at Batoche National 

Historic Park was oriented towards an assessment of the 

cultural resources (Donahue and Hall 1977). During the 

following winter, plans for an additional three year research 

project were developed. This included the design of an arch­

aeological program pertinent to the needs of researchers, 

planners and those who carry out site development as well 

as the creation of a computerized data cataloguing system 

to facilitate data control and analysis. 

The archaeological research design established for the 

Batoche project focuses on three major objectives. These 

include: general research on human history and prehistory 

within the park; an evaluation of socioeconomic differenti­

ation within the Batoche settlement; and finally, an investi­

gation of Metis sites and material culture vis~a~^vis non Metis 

sites leading towards a delineation of the distinctiveness of 

Metis culture within the Batoche milieu. Given these goals, 

the 1977 field research undertook a continuation of the 

archaeological survey work initiated in 1976 as well as large 

scale excavation at two major sites within the Batoche Village 

proper. The latter included the residence and store of 

Georges Fisher Jr. and the 1885 residence of the Carrière 

brothers. For the purposes of this report and future analyses, 

major sites such as those excavated in 1977 are categorized as 

socioeconomic complexes. A socioeconomic complex refers to 

an individual's or company's property within a spatially con­

tiguous and definable area. Such a unit is delineated from 

historical data and, where property lines are unknown, 
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through pragmatic decision. For example, in the case of a 

farm the socioeconomic complex would incorporate the house, 

ham, outhouse, sheds and all associated features. 

The 19 77 archaeological field season encompassed 15 

weeks and involved 21 people. The crew was broken up into 

four units, each of which was assigned to a specific project. 

Neal Putt with one other individual conducted the survey; 

Terrance Gibson with four crew members excavated the Carrière 

complex; a similar sized team under Karie Hardie worked on 

the Fisher complex and, finally, supervised by Valerie Hall, 

a six person team operated a field laboratory. 

All data recovered in 1977 were computerized. A 

separate report on the artifact analysis will be forthcoming 

as will a final analytical report following the termination 

of the project field research. The latter will be directed 

at both anthropologists/archaeologists and planners/inter­

preters/engineers. The specific goals of the present paper 

are to describe and discuss field methodology and to provide 

a preliminary description of excavation and testing results. 

As such, the report is largely descriptive with analysis or 

discussion restricted to structures examined in 19 77. 

Valerie Hall is responsible for the chapter on the Fisher 

complex while Neal Putt prepared the survey sections. The 

remainder has been written by Paul Donahue. 



Test Excavation Areas in the Village of Batoche 

In addition to the detailed excavation of the Carrière and 

Fisher structures, testing operations were undertaken in 

four areas of the main village. The objective of this work 

was to obtain data on the spatial distribution of activity 

areas, their functions and their relative dates to facilitate 

future planning. Virtually all areas tested were at one 

time cultivated. It was assumed that artifacts recovered 

from the plough zone were greatly disturbed vertically but 

had undergone minimal horizontal displacement. Also it was 

assumed that the horizontal distribution and density of arti­

fact types would have cultural meaning. That is, dense con­

centrations of artifacts which could be spatially isolated 

were considered to be reflective of past activity areas. 

This approach is particularly important at Batoche where 

most buildings were constructed on the Ah-Ae soil interface 

with no below ground structural components. The extensive 

surface area of Batoche in conjunction with limited manpower 

also made testing mandatory. 

The four areas tested were the village as a whole, 

Batoche's blacksmith shop, the nonbuilding areas of the 

Carrière brothers socioeconomic complex, and the nonbuilding 

areas of Fisher's socioeconomic complex (Fig. 1). The 

village and blacksmith shop tests are subsequently discussed 

while the Carrière and Fisher excavations are left for their 

appropriate section. Excavation strategies varied in form. 

Some areas were dug with continuous trenches, others with 

discontinuous trenches, and one, the village proper, had a 
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Figure 1. Excavation and test units at Batoche, 19 77 
(drawing by D. Milton). 
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2 
serxes of randomly placed 1 m units. Units were shovel 

shaved to below the B soil horizon and the plough zone 

stratum was distinguished from others in the A soil horizon. 

All excavated matrices were screened through 1/4 inch mesh. 

Artifact proveniences were recorded within each lot and 

spatial and volumetric data were then documented. Such 

precise detail was considered necessary for the eventual 

determination of spatial relationships and artifact density 

variation. 

The sampling fraction varied in each area. In the case 

of the village, limitations of time and manpower precluded 

extensive testing. Furthermore, only low level inferences 

were expected from the data thus supporting a decision for 

restricted excavation. On the other hand, nonstructural 

areas within the two socioeconomic complexes were given 

considerably more attention by virtue of their importance 

to Parks development plans and the relative research value 

expected of the data. 

Batoche Village (21N901A) 

A test excavation program in the general village area was 

implemented to determine the maximum extent of the village, 

the location of non-use or high-use areas and to corroborate, 

wherever possible, historic documentation regarding the 

village plan. These data were considered important for future 

planning and development objectives. 

Prior to excavation, a master grid of 50 x 50 m units 

was established. Each of the 45 grid units was subsequently 

divided into 2 500 potential 1 m2 excavation pits which were 

to be chosen from a table of random numbers. The sampling 

fraction was, for the most part, determined by the number 

of units an excavator could complete per day. This eventually 

translated into 141 pits within 32 different grid squares. 
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This area is 0.18 percent of the total sampling universe. 

It should be pointed out that, although this strategy in­

corporated random sampling, a number of selective criteria 

were also employed thus negating its effectiveness for mak­

ing valid probabilistic statements. For example, if a 

selected unit was located on a terrace slope or in dense 

bush it was omitted without replacement. As well, if a unit 

fell within the perimeters of a known structure it too was 

not excavated. Finally, to gain maximum spatial coverage, 

the excavation of alternate units within a grid square, should 

they be so selected, was ruled out. It was hoped that the 

preceding approach would provide a scattered testing of a 

large area as opposed to intensive sampling within a restrict­

ed area. As may be noted on Figure 1, this proved to be the 

case. 

Figure 2 depicts actual and possible evidence for 

structures within the village area based on 1976 data and 

historic sources. Figure 3 illustrates estimated artifact 

densities per cubic metre based on the quantity of artifacts 

recovered from each excavation unit. SYMAP (Dudnik 1976) 

was used to interpolate artifact density distributions into 

unexcavated areas thus producing the contour map. Visual 

comparison of the two figures indicates an extremely close 

correlation between historically known structural areas and 

high artifact density levels. In and by itself this is not 

particularly surprising. However, given the small test sample 

it is clear that the results are sound. The village peri­

meters are depicted by high artifact density areas and the 

intervening area, for which there are no historically docu­

mented structures aside from Batoche's blacksmith shop, was 

virtually sterile. More specifically, the commercial area 

north of the Carlton Trail yielded evidence for the Branconnier 

house (N4750/E3975), Fisher's house (N4775/E4025) and several 

other buildings. Batoche's house and associated features 

to the southwest were also evident. 
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Figure 2. Approximate locations of structures within the 
Village of Batoche (drawing by K. Walton). 
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Figure 3. Artifact density contour map for village test 
program (21N901A). 
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Blacksmith Shop (21N902A) 

To locate the position of Batoche's blacksmith shop, five 

trenches 5 m long by 30 cm wide were excavated (Fig. 1). A 

dense concentration of metal artifacts associated with burnt 

vegetable matter and a small number of non-metal artifacts 

occurred in one of the test units (21N901A12 30). Although 

no structural remains were uncovered, testing was too limit­

ed to be definitive. 

Summary 

Both test excavation programs were accomplished effectively 

and inexpensively within the defined objectives. This type 

of testing operation should prove useful to future planning 

operations. As data from other tests and future excavations 

are added to the data base it should also prove useful as 

a research tool. 
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Carrière Complex (21N11) 

In the May 8, 1886 edition of the Winnipeg Sun there occurs 

an illustration of two connected frame houses occupied by 

the Carrière Brothers (Fig. 4). These and Batoche's house 

were surrounded by a single fence suggesting that the 

Carrières may have occupied a structure owned by Batoche. 

Batoche settled on lot 47 in 1873 but did not construct his 

main house until 1878 (see Payment 1977). The Carrière 

structures were first photographed in 1885 and, consequently, 

had to have been built between 1873 and 1885. They remain 

standing in a ca. 1910 photograph and were probably dismantled 

in 1917. The area is known to have been cultivated by a 

local resident in the 1930s (Fig. 5). 

Historic photographs and sketches show a pair of one 

and a half storey gable roofed structures connected by a 

flat roofed shed (Figs. 4, 6). The lengths of the three 

structures were in a ratio of 8:5:10 from east to west. 

The north wall of the east building had a recessed central 

door and two flanking 12-pane windows. Based on door and 

window measurements of local log buildings (Powter 1977), 

the door would be about 181 x 0.75 m and the windows approxi­

mately 1.14 x 0.65 m. The steeply pitched roof appears to 

have been shingled and, if so, random width sawn shingles 

were probably used (Powter 1977:11). The roof overhang was 

about 35 cm. No chimney was evident. Wall construction 

and exterior finish could not be determined. 

The connecting structure appears to have had outward 

swinging double doors approximately 2 m in width. The sizes 

of these doors suggest an equipment or buggy shed. The west 



Figure 4. View of Batoche, Winnipeg Sun, May 8, 1886. 
(arrow indicates two frame houses occupied by Carrière brothers). 
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Figure 5. Foundation of Letendre house, 1948 (Photograph courtesy of 
University of Saskatchewan library). 


