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Abstract 

In August of 1978 the Saskatchewan Research Council conducted 

an archaeological investigation on the west side of the mouth 

of the Churchill River. This study was designed to locate 

those archaeological sites present and to obtain information 

concerning their sizes and characteristics. Because of the 

great archaeological productivity of this area, and the short 

research period, the decision was made to concentrate on the 

prehistoric and historic sites of Inuit and Indian origin. 

Professional surveyors were engaged to determine the exact 

locations of the features in the sites and the elevations of 

the features. Seven sites, two prehistoric and five historic, 

were treated in this detailed manner. 

A total of 20 sites was investigated. These included two 

Pre-Dorset components, two Dorset components and 17 historic 

components. Because of isostatic rebound, the Pre-Dorset 

remains are found at the highest altitudes, the historic 

materials at the lowest (associated with the present beach) 

and the Dorset features in the middle levels. 

Recommendations for public education development and future 

archaeological research are made here. The fact that the Arctic 

Inuit cultures, Pre-Dorset and Dorset, are present in an area 

accessible to the visiting public makes the Churchill area of 

special interest. Also impressive are the extensive Inuit camp 

remains dating mainly to the 19th century. 
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Introduction 

The following study was commissioned by Parks Canada, Prairie 

Region; field research was directed by Dr. Urve Linnamae, 

Department of Anthropology and Archaeology, University of 

Saskatchewan and David Meyer, Saskatchewan Research Council. 

The 1978 archaeological investigations in the Churchill area 

were conducted between August 4th and August 2 8th. Work was 

concentrated on the peninsula which juts northward between 

the mouth of the Churchill River and the eastern shore of 

Button Bay (Fig. 1). The study area extended from First Burton 

Rock north to Eskimo Point. 

Geographical Overview 

The terrain of the Churchill study area is dominated by two 

elongated ridges of grey quartzite bedrock. The southern ridge 

is named First and Second Burton Rocks (Fig. 1). A second, 

unnamed quartzite ridge which will be referred to as Seahorse 

Ridge in this report extends north from Seahorse Gully. On the 

eastern riverside peninsula there is a smaller quartzite ridge 

known as Ward Mountain. Below the ridges are flat, waterlogged 

areas of muskeg. These low areas were once inundated by the 

waters of the Bay and several strandlines have been formed in 

the course of the land's rise. (Isostatic rebound continues, 

at a very slow rate, in the Churchill area) (Fig. 2). 

Much of the southern half of the study area is forested, 

including most of the sides and some of the summit of First 

and Second Burton Rocks (Fig. 3). The summits of these rocks 
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Figure 1. The mouth of the Churchill River. The rhomboids 
indicate beacon positions. 
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Figure 2. Raised beach lines at the mouth of Seahorse 
Gully, eastern shore of Button Bay. 

Figure 3. The eastern side of First Burton Rock. 
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are characterized by bare bedrock outcrops and a blanket of 

tundra plants. Much of the low lying bog is forested, mainly 

with spruce. Other species present in sheltered ravines along 

the ridge sides are black poplar, alder and birch. The forest 

becomes sparser as the more northerly portion of the study 

area is reached (Fig. 4), and on Seahorse Ridge only scattered 

clumps of spruce are present in sheltered areas such as depres

sions around ponds or in gullies. 

Climatically the Churchill region is on the northern edge 

of the Subarctic zone. The waters of the Hudson Bay at Churchill 

freeze over in November and this ice does not break up until 

the following June. The Bay, therefore, is ice covered for 

seven or eight months of the year. Because the waters of the 

Bay rarely become warmer than about 5 C, this huge body of 

water has an important influence on the climate of the Churchill 

region. In general, through the summer Churchill is character

ized by a cool marine climate and land temperatures drop marked

ly any time that the wind blows from the east, off the water. 

However, this marine climate does not extend many miles inland 

and the remainder of northern Manitoba is characterized by a 

typical Subarctic climate. Because of the cooling effect of 

the Hudson Bay, a tundra strip extends along the west coast 

from the barrengrounds of Keewatin south to James Bay. However, 

in the Churchill region forest extends almost to the sea shore 

as on the south shore of Button Bay. The valley of the Churchill 

River mouth is, therefore, characterized by a local environment 

which differs from that of the Hudson Bay coast to the north 

and south. This situation may have been important in attract

ing people to this location, both historically and prehistori-

cally. 

To a considerable degree, this area could be regarded as an 

edge environment, a contact zone between an arctic marine zone 

and the boreal forest. As a result, floral and faunal species 

of both zones are present. Historically, boreal forest mammal 

species included the black bear, woodland caribou, moose, beaver, 
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Figure 4. The eastern shore of Button Bay, west of Seahorse 
Ridge, late June 196 8. 

Figure 5. House 5, shortly before 196 8 excavation; an 
amorphous subrectangular tent ring. 

5 



muskrat and snowshoe rabbit. Arctic mammal species included 

the barrenground caribou and the Arctic hare. Substantial 

numbers of polar bears are present in this region and muskoxen 

were known historically. Arctic marine species include ringed 

and harbour seals and the beluga whale. 

In the open water seasons, the bird life of the Churchill 

area is unusually varied and abundant. Waterfowl, particular

ly geese, are common and historically were an important food 

source. In the winter, ptarmigan and spruce grouse would have 

been the most important food species. 

There appear to be only four species of fish which could 

be of importance in the subsistence economy of prehistoric and 

historic peoples in the immediate Churchill area. These are 

Arctic char, brook char, whitefish and shallow water ciscoe 

(Hunter 1968: 363), all species which spend part of the year 

in the Hudson Bay. In the fall the char and whitefish ascend 

the rivers to spawn in fresh water. At this time of the year 

their numbers are concentrated and they might be taken in 

quantity. Fish which are found only in fresh water and which 

could have been taken inland from Churchill include northern 

pike, grayling, suckers and sturgeon. 

Study Objectives 

Parks Canada sponsored this study in the expectation that it 

would provide information which would be used in the process 

of making decisions with regard to the proper management of 

the archaeological resources of this region. The main objective 

of our 1978 work was to add to the information already avail

able on the study area (as a result of the work of Ronald J. 

Nash and others). Our research proposal (Meyer and Linnamae 

1978) outlined the known prehistoric and historic archaeologi

cal resources of the study area. We intended to carry out 

intensive site reconnaissance of this area and detailed 
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investigations of some of the sites. In particular, we hoped 

to be able to map "(1) the rock tombs south of Ft.. Prince of 

Wales, (2) the RCMPolice Station, (3) the Button Bay tent rings, 

(4) the Seahorse Gully Dorset occupation, (5) the Second Burton 

Rock West tent rings, (6) the Second Burton Rock East tent rings 

and (7) Ft. Churchill." Upon arrival in the field it soon 

became clear that such an ambitious mapping programme could 

not be completed in the time available. For this reason, we 

simply set out to map as many sites as we could manage and we 

restricted our work to occupations of Inuit (and possible 

Indian) origin. 

Study Methodology 

In our research proposal (Meyer and Linnamae 1978) it was 

indicated that three research activities would take place: 

"(1) site survey, (2) site mapping and (3) controlled test 

excavation." However, once in the field we found that the 

archaeological remains were so extensive that all of our 

time was occupied by site survey and mapping. Almost no 

excavation was carried out. Our site reconnaissance involved 

a search for archaeological remains in the whole area north 

of Seahorse Gully—a triangle with its corners at Ward Mountain, 

Eskimo Point and the western end of Seahorse Gully (Fig. 1). 

The extensive bog area which includes Seahorse Gully and extends 

north between Ward Mountain and Seahorse Ridge could not be 

examined, except for some raised strandlines. We also carried 

out site survey on First and Second Burton Rocks. 

Detailed investigations of seven sites north of Seahorse 

Gully were carried out. To map these sites we employed the 

services of two professional surveyors from the Engineering 

Division of the Saskatchewan Research Council. The measure

ments made by these surveyors recorded mainly the locations of 

features at these sites as well as the elevation of each 
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feature above sea level. Measurements have been used to pro

duce the site maps in this report and the determinations of 

elevation have clearly demonstrated the vertical separation of 

Pre-Dorset and Dorset occupations and, to a less marked extent, 

of Dorset and historic occupations. 

Therefore, our investigation of a particular site involved 

a number of discrete steps. First, the site was examined in 

some detail in order to locate features such as dwelling remains 

(usually tent rings), caches, kayak rests and artifact concen

trations. Next, each feature was flagged and assigned a 

number. At this point the site preparation was complete and 

the surveyors could use their instruments to record the posi

tions and elevations of the flagged features. An archaeologist 

assisted the surveyors to find each feature in a site. 

When the surveyors had completed their work the archaeolo

gists then began to record each feature in greater detail. In 

those cases in which a feature was sufficiently distinct it 

was photographed. Next, the feature was described in a set 

of notes and any artifacts were collected. Notes were made 

on the locations of the artifacts with respect to various parts 

of the features. The graves were treated somewhat differently. 

Photographs were taken and notes made on artifact location, 

but the artifacts normally were not collected. Although we 

did not expect to obtain a large number of artifacts, the 

opposite proved to be the case. Thousands of prehistoric and 

historic artifacts were collected from the ground surfaces in 

and about the features. 

It should be noted that in the course of our more detailed 

investigations of each feature (following the surveyor's work) 

we found additional features in the sites. Since these fea

tures had not been surveyed, we determined their locations by 

measuring their distances from other, surveyed features. There

fore, it has been possible to include the locations of these 

features on the site maps in this report. However, none of 

these features have elevations. For this reason, the tables 
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and appendices incorporated in this report contain a number 

of blanks in the elevation columns. 

In summary, our work was concentrated on the Inuit and 

Indian sites of this area. We first conducted site recon

naissance in order to locate as many sites as possible. We 

then began detailed studies of selected sites. First, as 

many of the features in each site were identified as was 

possible. Then these features were numbered and their loca

tions recorded by a survey team. Next they were described, 

the locations of artifacts recorded and photographs taken, if 

appropriate. Artifacts were then collected. Because of time 

limitations we conducted detailed studies of only seven sites 

between Seahorse Gully and Price of Wales Fort. This was a 

relatively compact area within which the surveyors could use 

their instruments with some facility, although the north-south 

distance was not small—about 4 km (Fig. 6). The engineers 

worked steadily throughout the two weeks that they were avail

able for the Churchill work and could not have surveyed any 

additional sites. They recorded features in seven sites, three 

of which were large. 
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Figure 6. Sites in the Churchill area which were mapped 
in detail. 
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Mapped Sites 

Seven of the sites discovered in the course of the 1968 and 

1978 surveys were mapped in detail. The positions of these 

sites are illustrated in Figure 6. In the following section 

of this report there are also detailed maps of the locations 

of features in each site. These detailed maps can be related 

to Figure 6 by means of the lettered points which the surveyors 

have used to identify locations along the main survey line. 

Pre-Dorset Sites 

At present in the study area the locations of two Pre-Dorset 

sites are known: the Seahorse Gully site (IeKn-6) and the 

Burton Rock site (IeKn-12). The Seahorse Gully site is located 

along the summit of the bedrock ridge which stretches north 

from Seahorse Gully (Fig. 6)(for the purposes of this report 

this summit is termed "Seahorse Ridge"). The Burton Rock site 

is located near the eastern end of Second Burton Rock, directly 

above Ft. Churchill (Fig. 47). Both of these sites were the 

subject of archaeological investigation by Dr. Ronald J. Nash 

in the summer of 1968. At that time over two months of work, 

beginning in late June and ending in early September, was con

ducted in the study area. 

Seahorse Gully Site (IeKn-6) 

The 1968 Seahorse Gully site investigations were oriented main

ly towards the excavation of a number of obvious dwelling sites, 
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rather than the collection of surface materials. However, 

some surface artifact concentrations and isolated tools were 

recovered. Surface collecting is very productive at the 

Seahorse Gully site since the sod and peat layer which once 

blanketed most of the site was burned away in the summer of 

1966, exposing large numbers of archaeological specimens. The 

results of the 1968 excavations at this site have been described 

by Meyer (1977). 

In the course of our 1978 investigations at the Seahorse 

Gully site we recorded the locations of numerous concentrations 

and scatters of surface artifacts, as well as of other features. 

In several cases very large collections of knapping debitage 

were made. In the course of our investigations we found 2 7 

disturbed dwelling alignments, 78 concentrations or scatters 

of artifacts, 4 finds of isolated artifacts, 16 clusters of 

disintegrating rocks and 5 possible caches. The locations of 

these are plotted on Figures 7, 8, 9 and 10. These maps also 

include the locations of the dwelling remains that were exca

vated in 19 68. It is apparent from these maps that Nash and 

crew concentrated their work on the northern two-thirds of the 

site while the southern one-third with its formidable concen

tration of features was, to some extent, avoided. It also 

appears that the greatest concentration of occupation was 

located in the southern one-third of the site. However, these 

maps are biased by the fact that those activity areas, other 

than dwellings, found in 1968 are not presented. The fact 

does remain, though, that the greatest concentration of cultural 

materials is in the southern portion of this site. 

No detailed description of the 1978 Seahorse Gully recover

ies will be attempted here. These are presently being analyzed 

by Dr. Urve Linnamae; however, Appendix A lists the recoveries 

at each feature. These remains are essentially the same as 

those previously described by Nash (1969) and Meyer (1977). 

Perhaps the most striking characteristic is the two part divi

sion of the lithic materials into (1) fine-grained cherts and 
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Figure 7. Features at the southern end of the Seahorse 
Gully site. 



14 

Figure 8. Features in the central portion of the 
Seahorse Gully site. 
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Figure 9. Features in the central portion of the 
Seahorse Gully site. 
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Figure 10. Features in the northern portion of the 
Seahorse Gully site. 
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(2) metavolcanics. A minority of fine-grained quartzites is 

also present. The cherts consist almost exclusively of white 

or creamy materials that are characterized by excellent knapping 

qualities. These cherts were used to make burins, end blades 

and side-notched knives and scrapers. The volcanic materials 

are present in a number of colours, mainly rusty red, although 

black, green and grey materials are also present. This material 

was used to produce what is perhaps the most remarkable aspect 

of this region's Pre-Dorset assemblage—the large tools. These 

are present in quantity and four main types have been identi

fied: adze blades, gouges, chisels and scraper planes (Meyer 

1977: 82-88). In a very few cases volcanics have also been 

used to produce burins and uniface flake knives. 

In 1968 a few bone or ivory tools were found, including 

two fragmentary harpoon toggle heads (Meyer 1977: 88). However, 

no tools of organic materials were found in 1968. 

Among the more interesting features at the Seahorse Gully 

site are alignments of stones which mark the locations of 

dwellings. Some are square or rectangular (Fig. 5) and some 

round or oval. The latter tend to have dug-out interiors, 

the former midpassages. None of the dwelling alignments found 

in the course of the 1978 work were undisturbed. However, 

several of the remains at the southern end of the site were 

sufficiently intact to provide the impression of having been 

rectangular originally. In some cases there may also have 

been midpassages. 

Perhaps the most intriguing observation in the course of 

our recent work was the recognition, as cultural features, of 

concentrations (in some cases low piles) of disintegrating 

grey quartzite stones (grey quartzite composes the bedrock 

ridge here and this material is ubiquitous). These concentra

tions had been noticed in 1968 but were not considered to be 

of human origin. However, in 1978 we noted that in a number 

of cases the clusters of disintegrating stones were bounded 
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by rings of larger stones (Fig. 11). These larger stones were 

not in a crumbling condition and clearly formed artificial 

arrangements. As well, in some cases the concentrations were 

found in sandy areas which otherwise were free of stones. The 

stones must, therefore, have been carried in by the human 

occupants of this site. In some cases Pre-Dorset lithic 

debitage was scattered over and about these stones; in other 

cases artifacts were not present. 

Sixteen of these disintegrating stone concentrations were 

noted here and this is a conservative count since only the 

more obvious were recorded. It is apparent that these stones 

have been heated at some time, thus destroying the internal 

adhesion of the quartzite particles. This is reminiscent of 

the practices of Indian peoples who used heated stones to boil 

water or to operate sweat tents. At Seahorse Gully, the 

occasional confinement of the stones in a ring of larger stones 

suggests that, in some cases, the stones may have been used to 

heat the interiors of dwellings. The presence of these clus

ters of crumbling stones is unusual; however, since these are 

common at the Seahorse Gully site, they should be found at 

other Pre-Dorset sites in the region. 

The surveyors who formed part of our crew recorded ele

vations for many of the activity areas located in 1978 and 

for all of the dwelling alignments that were excavated in 1968 

(Appendix A). It is apparent that Pre-Dorset artifacts are 

not found below 104 feet above sea level and that, on the whole, 

they are concentrated at elevations between 107 and 114 feet. 

The elevation of 119 feet is the highest point of this ridge. 

Dorset Sites 

As a result of the 1968 and 1978 investigations, the locations 

of two Dorset sites are known. These are the Dorset Cove site 

(IeKn-7) and the Kayak Cove site (IeKn-12). Only the Dorset 
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Figure 11. Disintegrating rock feature (#81) with circle 
of larger boundary stones. 

Figure 12. Partially 
obscured midpassage of 
Feature 322. 
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Cove site has been mapped. This site is unusual because it 

contains both a Dorset component and an historic Inuit com

ponent. 

Dorset Cove Site (IeKn-7) 

The Dorset Cove site was discovered in 1968. Five dwelling 

remains were found here and all of these were excavated 

(Nash 1972)(Fig. 13). As a result of our 1978 work we have 

tentatively identified the remains of one additional dwelling 

at Dorset Cove. This is feature 322 (Fig. 12) which is located 

about 46 m east of House 4. Feature 322 is partially covered 

by peat but part of a midpassage with flagstones is discern

ible (Fig. 12). No artifacts were found on the surface of 

this feature and no excavation was undertaken. 

A series of features on the summit of the ridge directly 

above and to the north of House 5 was also recorded (Fig. 13). 

Some of these were noted in 196 8 but they were not associated 

with the Dorset remains in the immediate vicinity and artifacts 

were not observed. Five of these features consist of square 

or rectangular "chambers" built of flagstones and elongated 

stones and in varying states of disarray (Fig. 14). These 

appear to be hearth remains, perhaps associated with tents or 

lookout stations positioned here. Close examination of the 

surface of the ground in and about these features resulted 

in the discovery, in some cases, of small flakes of fine

grained cherts (Table 1). Often lustrous or waxy in appearance, 

this chert was also present in the form of microblades, four 

of which were recovered. These chert artifacts are similar 

in size and material to those from the houses at this site. 

Another characteristic which relates these features to the 

Dorset dwellings is the frequent use of flagstones. 

Nash (1972: 15) submitted a sample of charcoal from the 

Dorset Cove site for radiocarbon dating. This sample, from 

House 3, has been dated at 2080 + 95: 130 B.C. (1-3973). 
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Figure 13. Map of features at the Dorset Cove site. 
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Figure 14. Feature 309, a disturbed hearth-like area. 

Figure 15. Feature 19, a round tent ring at the Button 
Bay site. 
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This would appear to be an acceptable date for the Dorset 

occupation. 

As is apparent in Table 1, the Dorset Houses are at 

elevations varying from 64 to 76 feet above sea level. The 

features on the ridge are higher, at elevations of 89 to 91 

feet. This ridge is the highest portion of the site and at 

this particular location it would not be possible for Dorset 

features to be found any higher. 

Historic Sites 

Button Bay Site (IeKn-8) 

This is one of the largest and most productive historic Inuit 

sites in the study area. It is located on the east shore of 

Button Bay on a gently sloping area of raised beach lines. 

This site is divided into a northern and a southern half by 

an area of boulders and bedrock outcrops. All of the artifacts 

here are historic and this is quite clearly a site which dates 

to the early 1800s and perhaps the late 1700s. 

There are four main kinds of features at the Button Bay 

site: tent rings, caches, kayak rests and graves (Figs. 16, 

17). The tent rings are either round or bilobate (dumb-bell 

shaped). The latter simply consist of two round rings joined 

together. Fifty-three round rings have been enumerated (Fig. 15) 

and 16 bilobate rings. In a number of cases these rings are 

mcuh disturbed since their stones have been taken up to build 

caches or other rings. 

The tent rings vary from very light and amorphous to 

heavy. The stones of the heavy rings have been carefully 

arranged so that the flat sides face inwards. As a result, 

a smooth, inward-facing surface is present. Some rings have 

hearths inside the rings or just outside. The hearths con

sist of three flat-sided stones arranged to form three sides 

of a rectangle, with one end open (see Birket-Smith 1929: 86). 
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Figure 16. Feature locations in the southern half of the 
Button Bay site. 
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Figure 17. Feature locations in the northern half of the 
Button Bay site. 
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Table 1: Features at the Dorset Cove Site (Dorset Component) 

Number 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

301 

302 

303 

304 

305 

306 

307 

308 

322 

323 

324 

Elevation 

64.76 

76.47 

73.38 

66.58 

72.74 

89.03 

89.44 

89.85 

89.96 

89.63 

91.68 

91.88 

91.78 

Type 

Dwelling 

Dwelling 

Dwelling 

Dwelling 

Dwelling 

Hearth 

Hearth 

Stone 
Concentration 

Hearth 

Find Area 

Concentration 
of flagstones 

Stone 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Dwelling 

Hearth Area 

Hearth 

Description 

Square, disturbed 

Rectangular or 
oblong 

Rectangular 

Rectangular 
Poorly Defined 

Square 
Rounded Corners 

Square 

Square with 
flagstones 

Square 

Disturbed 

Midpassage 

Rectangular 
with Flagstones 

Artifacts 

1 retouched flake* 
2 core fragments 
20 flakes 
1 bone fragment 

2 flakes 

9 flakes 

9 flakes 

1 core fragment 
4 microblades 
24 flakes 

44 flakes 

*The chert at this site is predominantly greyish, although some whitish 
chert is also present. 
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Some historic artifacts were found in and about nearly every 

tent ring and usually some faunal remains were present as 

well (Appendix B). 

In 12 cases the tent rings are so badly disturbed that 

their original shapes can no longer be determined. One other 

dwelling area consists only of a basin shaped depression in 

a beach ridge - evidently all of its stones have been taken 

to build other structures. On the whole there is considerable 

evidence of repeated use of this camping place. In total, 

82 dwelling remains have been recorded at this site. 

Five kayak rests were noted here as well as 35 caches 

and four graves. In some cases it is difficult to distinguish 

between caches and graves. One possible hunting station was 

also noted, but it may simply be a "play ring", three of which 

were found here. The hunting station consists of a small oval 

of stones against a boulder. The kayak rests consist of two 

upright pairs of stones (Fig. 18) and the occasional associa

tion of artifacts with these features is probably the result 

of scatter from nearby features. Caches consist of heaps 

of stones, often piled against a boulder (Fig. 19). Some 

have a hollowed-out center, reflecting the fact that they 

were opened and the contents removed. In other caches, how

ever, faunal remains and artifacts are present. 

Four graves were recorded here. This is a conservative 

count since some of the caches may have been graves. In 

general artifacts were not removed from graves, although in 

some cases readily identified tools which had become scattered 

at a distance of some metres from graves were collected. No 

human skeletal remains were observed at the Button Bay site. 

Feature 1 is identified as a grave because it is a low, elon

gated mound of gravel, upon which some larger stones have 

been placed. At one end a long stone has been set up at an 

angle (Fig. 20). This stone is reminiscent of the long poles 

which Inuit of the region placed upright, at an angle, at one 

end of their graves (Birket-Smith 1929: 304). 
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Figure 18. Feature 215, a kayak rest at the Button Bay site. 

^ • * c ; ; ; 

Figure 19. Feature 4, a cache at the Button Bay site. 
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Figure 20. Feature 1, a grave at the Button Bay site. 

Figure 21. Feature 50, a grave at the Button Bay site. 
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Feature 50 is a grave which consists of a long mound of 

large stones (Fig. 21). On and about this mound were a number 

of artifacts, including a small wooden bow, section of harpoon 

shafts, part of a paddle and half of a large wooden bowl. 

Very prominent is a large iron pot which has been placed be

side the mound. 

Feature 213 also appears to be a grave (Fig. 22). This 

feature consists of an oblong surface alignment. Presumably, 

the deceased was laid on the surface within this alignment of 

stones; however, no skeletal remains were observed here (Birket-

Smith 1929: 302). Numerous sections of iron strapping were 

present within this grave outline and scattered outside were 

harpoon shaft fragments and a disintegrating muskoxen horn 

scoop. A pile of white quartz stones was present at the 

southwestern end of this grave. 

Feature 245 is a bilobate tent ring which has a pile of 

stones on one side. This stone mound may simply be a cache; 

however, it has a cluster of white quartz stones on one side 

which is similar to that of Feature 213 discussed above. 

Also present at the Button Bay site were three very small 

stone rings which may be children's play areas. Features 212 

and 2 61 are simply small round rings; however, feature 51 has 

two white quartz concentrations on the inside of one wall 

(Fig. 23). 

The technology of these Inuits was an amalgamation of 

aboriginal tools of wood, bone, antler and horn and of European 

tools. As well, some tools of aboriginal style incorporate 

European materials, especially metal. Inuit artifacts include 

harpoon and arrow shaft fragments. Among the most prominent of 

these at this site were the shaft fragments. The harpoon 

shafts are subrectangular in cross-section, with very few round 

examples present. Birket-Smith (1929: 109) has described 

caribou lance shafts from the west Hudson Bay region as "of 

wood, rectangular in section with rounded edges". Two bow 
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Figure 22. Feature 213, a grave at the Button Bay site. 

Figure 23. Feature 51, a miniature ring at the Button Bay 
site. 
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fragments and one small bow were recovered as well as two 

snow knife handles (Birket-Smith 1929: 30, 305) and three 

snow goggles. The two waist-belt buttons are of wood and 

similar to those described by Birket-Smith (1929: 218, 219, 

303) as used by Inuit women of this region. Steatite vessel 

fragments were quite common, being recovered from nine features 

(Fig. 24). Interestingly, small rolls of birch bark were 

recovered from three features. 

The artifacts of European origin include many hand wrought 

and cut nails as well as a large number of strapping fragments 

(apparently portions of barrel hoops). Many chunks of iron 

of indeterminate shape are present which were probably sal

vaged from Ft. Prince of Wales. White clay pipe fragments 

were found in 14 features but gun parts in only four (Fig. 25). 

Bottle fragments (evidently wine and brandy) were found in 

10 features and glazed earthenware in seven features. 

In general, there is a lack of European specimens dating 

to the late 1800s. The characteristics of the flintlock gun 

parts, bottle fragments, glazed earthenware sherds and hand 

wrought nails are indicative of the first half of the 1800s 

and perhaps the late 1700s. Occupation of this site after 

the mid 1800s appears to have been very light. 

Dorset Cove Site (IeKn-7) 

The historic features at the Dorset Cove site are very similar 

to those from the Button Bay site. The main difference would 

appear to be the larger number of faunal remains scattered in 

and about the Dorset Cove tent rings. All of the recorded 

features are tent rings: four round, two ovoid and one other 

bilobate (Table 2). These are at elevations varying between 

59 and 65 feet above sea level, considerably higher than the 

Button Bay site and impinging on the Dorset features at this 

site (see Fig. 13 for feature locations). 
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Figure 24. Steatite fragments found between Features 18 
and 19 at the Button Bay site. 

Figure 25. Gun part in 
Feature 33 of the 
Button Bay site. 
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A few artifacts were collected here in 1968, including an 

ulu blade (Fig. 26); however, the 1978 collecting activities 

were more intensive (Table 2). Square cut nails were removed 

from five features, strapping fragments from three features, 

white earthenware sherds from two features and bottle glass 

fragments from three features. A gun flint, wooden shaft 

fragments and white clay pipe fragments were each recovered 

from a single feature. An unusual find was a door lock in 

Feature 320. 

Burch Site (IeKn-9) 

This is the largest Inuit site in the study area. It is located 

on a small cape on the east shore of Button Bay. This gently 

sloping area is less sheltered than the Button Bay site and it 

may be for this reason that vegetation is sparser at the Burch 

site. Some bedrock outcrops are present as well as the remains 

of strandlines. The Burch site is divided into two sections 

by an area of rough bedrock (Fig. 28, 2 9). The eastern section 

(Fig. 29) is smaller and may be later in time than the main site. 

The features at this site were particularly varied. Both 

round and bilobate tent rings were present, numbering 68 and 28 

respectively. Many had three-stone hearths associated, located 

either inside or outside of the ring (Fig. 27). Three of the 

round tent rings were very heavy, with two courses of masonry. 

Also recorded were four ovoid, one rectangular and one tri

angular tent outline. Three tent rings were so badly disturbed 

that their original shapes could not be determined. One hun

dred and twenty-three surface and two pit caches were recorded 

as well as four fox traps, one parallel stone alignment, 17 

kayak rests, four hunting stations and one indeterminate stone 

structure. Also present were a bowlshaped stone structure, 

seven graves and seven miniature rings. 
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Figure 26. An ulu blade, as found in a Dorset Cove tent 
ring, 1968. 

Figure 27. A three-stone hearth on the inside interior of 
Feature 512, a round tent ring. 
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Figure 28. The southern portion of the Burch site. 
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Figure 29. The northern portion of the Burch site. 
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Table 2. Features at the Dorset Cove Site (historic component) 

Number 

315 

316 

317 

318 

319 

320 

321 

323 

Elevations 

64.61 

63.17 

63.27 

59.81 

65.08 

Type 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent Outline 

Tent ring 

Ten ring 

Tent ring 

Hearth 

Description 

Round with 
hearth 

Ovoid 

Round 
Excavated 

Oval 
Excavated 

Bilobate 
Scooped out 

Round 
Disturbed 

Round 

Artifacts 

1 square cut nail 
2 iron hinges 
1 iron strip 
5 unidentified bones 

4 square-cut nails 
3 iron kettle fragments 
1 iron strapping fragment 
1 iron fragment-drilled 
17 iron fragments 
3 white earthenware sherds 
1 shaft with groove 
1 gunflint 

1 machine-stamped nail 
1 square-cut nail 
1 nail tip 
2 iron strapping fragments 
-rivetted 

7 iron can fragments 
2 iron strapping fragments 
4 iron fragments 
1 bottle body sherd 
1 bottle neck sherd 
1 bottle base sherd 
1 bird bone 
4 unidentified bones 

1 square-cut nail 
1 stem fragment 

1 white earthenware 
fragment-blue transfer 

1 bottle body fragment 
1 grooved fragment 
5 fragments 

1 door lock 
1 door lock fragment 
1 heavy iron rod 
1 iron bar fragment 

2 hand wrought nails 
2 machine-stamped nails 
1 square-cut nail 
9 nail fragments 
1 unidentified nail 
1 iron strip 
64 iron fragments 
12 bottle body fragments 
2 bottle base fragments 
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The features at this site are similar to those of the 

Button Bay site, although artifacts seem to be sparser here. 

Caches were particularly abundant. These consist either of 

piles of rocks on the ground surface or of shallow pits, the 

contents of which were covered with earth fill and capped with 

rocks. A fox trap, built of rocks, consists of a narrow chamber 

which is roofed and left with one end open. Over this opening 

a heavy flagstone is balanced upright and triggered to fall when 

an animal enters to reach a bait placed inside. This flagstone 

is designed to close the entrance and trap the fox. 

The kayak rests consist of two pairs of upright stones and 

the hunting stations of round circles of stones, somewhat smaller 

than tent rings. They are quite heavy, with stones piled one 

on top of the other. Also present was an enigmatic bowl-shaped 

structure (Feature 502) and a lenticular stone outline (Feature 

465) about 4 metres long and 0.75 metres wide. 

Six miniature rings were recorded here. Feature 4 50 is a 

small, roughly circular stone feature, almost 2 metres in 

diameter. The interesting aspect of this feature is that it 

incorporates into the ring five piles of white quartz stones 

(Fig. 30). Feature 523 is a small ring with one half completely 

covered with white quartz pebbles (Fig. 31). Similarly, Feature 

526 is roughly circular and is divided in half by a line of 

stones. A pile of quartz stones is present in the ring forming 

each half. Another feature, 495, consists of a "D" shaped 

alignment, about 2 metres long. Feature 62 3a is an amorphous, 

roughly circular stone alignment almost 2 metres across. More 

limestone flags are present in this feature than is normal for 

this beach area. Feature 428a consists of a simple stone ring 

about 1 metre in diameter. One other feature, 622, may be a 

badly disturbed miniature ring. It has at least one cluster 

of white quartz stones associated with it. 

Concentrations of white quartz stones are not, however, 

associated only with miniature rings. One concentration was 

noted in the ring of Feature 4 97a, a round tent ring, and three 
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Figure 30. Feature 450, a miniature ring with 
concentrations of white quartz stones, 

Figure 31. Feature 52 3, a miniature ring with a "sleeping 
platform" of white quartz stones. 
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isolated clusters were also found (Features 453a, 497a and 684a). 

One other, 444, consists of a mixed pile of white quartz and 

rusty red stones. 

Only two graves have been positively identified here, 

while another five features appear to be graves. Feature 415 

is a stone vault which was placed against a stone in such a 

manner that one side of the large boulder formed one wall of 

the inner chamber. This grave has been opened but appears 

to have originally been roofed with large limestone flags. In

side, a moss covered, disintegrating skull was in view (Fig. 32). 

Another feature which was identified as a grave was 451. This 

grave has never been opened but it appears that the corpse 

was placed in a frost crack. As a result, a minimum of stone 

masonry was necessary to construct this tomb which has been 

roofed with long lengths of wood which appear to be sled runners 

(Fig. 33). Over this wood were placed stones. Scattered on 

and about this feature were shaft fragments, disintegrating 

pieces of iron strapping, earthenware fragments and sheet metal. 

Some distance away a paddle was found. This specimen was col

lected and is particularly interesting since it has been drilled 

through many times. The remaining five features, 404a, 404b, 

485, 505, 521a, are all mounds of stones which could either be 

graves or caches. 

Many features, including tent rings, did not produce arti

facts. Indeed, there appeared to be a significantly lower per

centage of features with artifacts than at the Button Bay site. 

The artifact recoveries also suggest that the Burch site has 

been used for a longer period than Button Bay. Occupation in 

the prehistoric or early historic period is suggested by the 

presence of a core of fine-grained quartzite in Feature 401 and 

a flake of grey chert in Feature 4 36. These two bilobate tent 

rings, at elevations of 36.13 and 29.84 a.s.l. respectively, 

are high enough to be older than some of the lower features. 

A flake of chalcedony recovered from Feature 609a may simply 

be a fragment of gunflint. It also appears that the Burch site 
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Figure 32. Feature 415. A grave with disintegrating skull 
exposed (arrow). 

Figure 33. Feature 451. A grave with artifacts scattered 
about it. 
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experienced a greater amount of occupation in more recent times 

than did the Button Bay site. The large number of can fragments, 

found at 17 features, the sheet zinc fragments and the glazed 

white earthenware sherds all suggest a date in the last half 

of the 1800s. 

However, many of the artifacts may well be older. Arrow 

shaft fragments were recorded from two features, harpoon or 

lance shaft fragments from 10 and drilled wood fragments from 

five. Other Inuit-produced objects were wooden pins and plugs 

recovered from six features, wooden trough fragments (Birket-

Smith 1929: 144-146) from one feature, and paddle fragments 

from two features. Also collected were a bow drill mouth piece 

(Birket-Smith 1929: 239) and an iron ulu blade with tang. An 

unusual item is a dog silhouette carved out of a flat piece of 

wood. Three small rolls of birch bark were also recovered. 

Compared to the Button Bay site, steatite fragments were 

only rarely recovered here. The exception to this was a scatter 

of fragments at the southern end of the site from which a single 

rectangular vessel has been reconstructed. It seems possible, 

in this regard, that the frequent presence of can fragments at 

the Burch site may be significant. Perhaps, by the last half 

of the 19th century, soapstone vessels had been abandoned in 

favour of metal containers. 

Many of the European and Euro-Canadian artifacts date 

to the second half of the 19th century. These include white 

clay pipe fragments from 15 features, iron strapping from 17 

features, a large section of an essence of peppermint bottle, 

file fragments from one feature, square cut nails from 15 

features and glazed earthenware from seven features. The latter 

consists of fragments of salt glazed bottles and of glazed 

tableware. Glass bottle fragments were recovered from seven 

features, lead foil from one feature, half of a hatchet head 

from another feature and copper sheet sections, strips and nails 

from six features. Unusual recoveries were fragments of a 

porcelain door knob and a cannon ball. 
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Faunal remains were recovered from many of the features 

but in the absence of comparative collections and because of 

time pressure, no detailed species identifications have been 

attempted. However, seal limb bones, which are very distinc

tive, were identified in 2 6 features and porous whale bone in 

three. 

Muri Site (IeKn-10) 

This is a relatively small, compact site (Fig. 34) which is 

located on a gently sloping stony area raised well above the 

present beach. Elevations vary from 2 7 to almost 5 0 feet above 

sea level. 

Seven round tent rings, one bilobate tent ring (Fig. 35), 

eight caches, six kayak rests and four fox traps were found here. 

Also recorded were two graves, a parallel stone alignment and 

a lenticular stone alignment. A single concentration of white 

quartz stones was also present (Table 3). Three of the kayak 

rests, Features 561, 551a and 561a, are composed of the normal 

two pairs of upright stones; however, the remaining three rests 

each have three uprights (Fig. 36). These uprights are either 

a single large stone or smaller stones piled to the height of 

the larger stones. It is possible that these are not kayak 

rests. The parallel stone alignment (Fig. 37) and the lenti

cular stone alignment (Fig. 38), while enigmatic, have been 

found at other sites considered in this report. 

This site has obviously been subjected to some tourist 

disturbances, as evidenced by the placement of a large peace 

symbol of stones inside one of the round tent rings. It is 

also possible that some artifacts have been taken away. All 

of the artifacts were from Features 550, 550a, 553, 554, 555, 

556, 557 and 560a. These are all tent rings, with the exception 

of 557, a grave, and 560a, a kayak rest. Square cut nails were 

recovered from five features, iron strapping fragments from six, 
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Figure 34. Feature locations at the Muri site. 
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Figure 35. Feature 555, a bilobate tent ring at the 
Mûri site. 

Figure 36. Feature 560, a kayak rest with three supports. 



Table 3. Features at the Mûri Site 
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Number 

550 

550a 

550b 

550c 

550d 

551 

551a 

552 

552a 

553 

553 

554a 

554b 

554c 

555 

555a 

Elevation 

27.58 

27.21 

37.18 

42.29 

Type 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

2 caches 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Kayak rest 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Fox trap 

Fox trap 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Description 

Round with 
central 
hearth 

Round 

Stone 

Round 

Stone 

Containing 
hearth 

Stone 

Stone 

Round 
Excavated 

Round 
hearth (?) 

Stone 

Stone 

Stone 

Bilobate 
hearth (?) 
in con
striction 

Stone 

Artifacts 

1 machine-stamped nail 
1 hand-wrought nail 
1 square cut spike tip 
1 fragment of square 
iron cannister 

2 iron strapping fragments 
-rivetted 

3 iron strapping fragments 
5 iron fragments 
18 unidentified bones 

1 square-cut nail 
1 iron rod 
2 iron bar fragments 

1 frizzen 
1 bird bone 
1 unidentified bone 

1 iron strapping fragment 
with rivet 

1 iron strapping fragment 
1 trap spring fragment 
1 stoneware sherd 
1 bottle body fragment 
1 bottle kick-up 
1 U-shaped wooden object 
6 fragments wood 
2 unidentified bones 
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Number 

555b 

555c 

556 

557 

558 

559 

560a 

560b 

560c 

560d 

560e 

561 

561a 

561b 

562 

562a 

Elevation 

44.02 

45.78 

46.65 

48.80 

49.73 

49.23 

49.51 

Type 

Stone 
Concentration . 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Grave 

Grave 

Stone 
Alignment 

Kayak rest 

Stone 
Alignment 

Kayak rest 

Kayak rest 

Kayak rest 

Kayak rest 

Kayak rest 

Fox trap 

Cache 

Fox trap 

Description Artifacts 

Quartz 

Stone 

Round 1 square-cut nail 
1 square-cut spike 
1 hand-wrought nail 
1 breech plug 
1 circular brass sheet 
8 iron strapping fragments 
6 iron fragments 
2 white earthenware sherds 
1 bottle shoulder sherd 
1 bottle neck and finish 
sherd 

1 fragment glass 
1 seal bone 
24 unidentified bones 

Stone 2 iron strapping fragments 
rivetted together 

2 spike fragments 

Rectangular 
inside chamber 
3 associated 
quartz stones 

2 parallel 
rock lines 

1 hand-wrought nail 
1 clay pipe stem fragment 

Lenticular 

3 pairs of 
upright stones 

3 pairs of 
upright stones 

3 paris of 
upright stones 

2 pairs of 
upright stones 

2 pairs of 
upright stones 

Stone 

Stone 

Stone 

Table 3. 
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Figure 37. Feature 559, a parallel stone alignment. 

Figure 38. Feature 560b, a lenticular stone alignment. 
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gun parts from two, glass bottle fragments from two and glazed 

stoneware from two. An iron cannister fragment, an iron rod, 

a piece of sheet brass and white clay pipe fragments were each 

recovered from a single feature. Faunal remains were recovered 

from four features, including bird in one case and seal in 

another. 

One of the graves recorded at this site, Feature 557, is 

badly disturbed and has the appearance of a cache rather than 

a grave. Indeed, both human and seal bones were noted here. 

The human remains include a humerus, a femur and a calvarium. 

This may be a stone cache which was converted to a grave. The 

other grave, Feature 44 8, which was also disturbed consisted of 

a rectangular stone chamber. Any skeletal remains on the floor 

of this chamber are hidden by a thick growth of grass and herbs; 

however, human long bones were found scattered around the grave 

(Fig. 39). These were replaced in the chamber. 

Beacon Site (IeKn-2) 

The Beacon site is located on the high point of a hill which is 

situated to the southwest of Prince of Wales Fort. Twenty-one 

survey points were recorded here (Fig. 41), with elevations. 

The archaeologists recorded a number of additional features 

with reference to these survey points. The site was dominated 

by cache remains, of which 24 were recorded (Table 4). These 

were all surface caches, constructed of heaps of stones. Tent 

rings were few; only one rectangular, two round and two bilobate 

alignments were recorded. Three graves were present here, one 

of which (Feature 705) was recorded by Nash in 1968 (Fig. 40). 

Charles F. Merbs excavated two graves here in 1964, but as yet, 

neither of these can be identified with graves recorded in 1978. 

Three hunting stations were also recorded at this site, one 

consisting of a semi-lunar rock screen, the others of stone 

circles. On the northeastern side of the hill there are two 

concentrations of features of special interest. One concentration 
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Figure 39. Feature 558, a grave with some human bones 
scattered about. 

Figure 40. Feature 705, a grave at the Beacon site. 



52 

Figure 41. Feature locations at the Beacon site. 
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consists of six linear depressions in an ancient beach line. 

These depressions vary between 7 and 8.5 m in length (Pig. 42). 

The function of these depressions is not known, but it is 

apparent that considerable effort was expended in their con

struction. At each end there is a low pile of stones, apparent

ly those that were removed to create the depression. 

Of particular interest is a series of five sod-covered 

depressions to the west of and elevated slightly above the 

linear depressions. These depressed areas are located in a 

rough north-south line just below the brink of the hill. Four 

of these, Features 706, 707, 708 and 709, were recorded by 

the surveyors (Fig. 43). In the course of subsequent work, 

the archaeologists found one more depression 96 m to the south 

of 706. Five of these depressions are roughly oval or circu

lar, 5, 9 and 6 m across. Each has a linear depression leading 

in from the eastern (downslope) side. The other feature, 706, 

consists of a three-lobed depression, also opening to the 

east but without an obvious linear depression leading into the 

"entrance". These depressions appear to be the remains of 

Inuit fall or winter houses; however, they are completely 

covered with a mat of vegetation and no faunal remains or 

artifacts are visible on the surface. A small east-west test 

trench was excavated in Feature 708. This trench was 1.5 m 

long and 4 0 cm wide, with a 40 cm square adjoining the center 

of the north side. Excavation reached a depth of about 25 cm, 

at which point a gravel surface was exposed upon which there 

were some stones and lengths of rotted wood. No artifacts 

were encountered. This excavation did not confirm or negate 

the identification of this depression as the remains of a 

house. Obviously, expanded excavation is necessary to deter

mine the nature of these remains. 

The three graves recorded here are tomb or chamber graves 

with stone walls. All have been opened but originally they 

were roofed with poles or planks, upon which stones were heap

ed. Feature 700 is a grave which consists of a wooden box, 
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Figure 42. Features 715 and 715a, linear depressions in 
raised gravel beach at the Beacon site. 

Figure 43. Feature 70 8, depression which may mark the 
remains of an Inuit fall or winter house. 
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around and over which rocks have been placed. At some point 

the rocks have been removed from the top and the box opened. 

Some boards seem to have been placed over the box to support 

the weight of the rocks. At the northwestern end of the 

rock mound there was a cluster of white quartz stones and 

several pieces of iron were concentrated on the south side. 

Because the box is not large, this was probably a child's 

grave. 

Feature 704 is tentatively identified as a grave. It 

consists of a large mound of stones with a rectangular chamber 

on the interior. No artifacts were observed here. 

Feature 705 is a very large grave with a rectangular inner 

chamber and a pole set up at an angle at one end (Birket-Smith 

1929: 304). This chamber has been roofed with planks and 

covered with stones. When Nash examined the grave in 1968 

it had been recently opened; numerous human bones were in 

view but the skull had been removed. Also scattered in the 

interior of this grave were bits of caribou hide, hair and 

cloth. 

The majority of the features at this site are at elevations 

between 52 and 61 feet above sea level. This is below the 

level at which Dorset materials were found at the Dorset Cove 

and Kayak Cove sites and reflects the more recent age of the 

Beacon site. Five features, however, were found in the 64 

to 69 foot range, on the summit of the knoll. These are 

Features 563, 700, 701, 702 and 703—a tent ring, a grave 

and three caches. 

Relatively few artifacts were recovered or observed (in 

the case of graves) at the Beacon site. Artifacts were noted 

at five features: 56 3, 700, 710, 712 and 711. The latter two 

are bilobate tent rings, 56 3 a round tent ring, 700 a grave 

and 710 a cache. Square cut nails were found at 563 and 712, 

a flat iron bar at 711 and a wooden snow knife handle and 

glazed earthenware in Feature 712. All of the Beacon site 

finds were historic, evidently dating to the last half of the 



56 

Figure 44. Feature locations at the Beacon North site. 
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Table 4. Features at the Beacon Site 

Number 

563 

700 

700a 

701 

701a 

702 

702a 

702b 

702c 

703 

703a 

704 

704a 

704b 

704c 

705 

706 

707 

708 

709 

710 

710a 

710b 

710c 

710d 

Elevation 

65.80 

67.74 

68.02 

68.71 

64.14 

58.60 

59.42 

59.54 

57.44 

52.27 

59.17 

60.11 

Type 

Tent ring 

Grave 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Hunting 
Station 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Grave 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Grave 

House 

House 

House 

House 

Cache 

Cache 

2 Caches 

Cache 

Cache 

Description 

Round, contain— 

Stone 

Stone 

Circular 

Stone 

3 stone hearths 

Stone 

Stone 

Pit 
bowl-shaped 

Stone 

Rectangular 
chamber in 
centre 

Pit 

Surface 

Stone 

Semisubterranean 
with 3 chambers 

Semisubterranean 

Semisubterranean 

Semisubterranean 

Stone 

Stone 

Stone 

Stone 

Stone 

Artifact 

1 hand-wrought nail 
2 square-cut nails 
1 machine stamped nail 
1 seal bone 
1 unidentified bone 

1 sheet copper fragment 
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Number 

711 

711a 

712 

712a 

712b 

713 

713a 

713b 

713c 

713d 

714 

715 

715a 

716 

716a 

716b 

Elevation 

61.30 

59.88 

53.98 

52.17 

52.93 

52.93 

53.93 

Type 

Tent ring 

Hunting 
screen 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Double cache 

Cache 

Hunting 
Station 

Linear 
depression 

Linear 
depression 

Linear 
depression 

Linear 
depression 

Linear 
depression 

Description 

Bilobate 

Semi-lunar 

Bilobate 

Stone 

Stone 

Stone 

Stone 

Stone 

Stone 

Stone 

3 bowl-shaped 
depressions 

Artifacts 

1 sheet iron handle 
fragment 

1 iron bar 
2 iron strapping fragments, 
rivetted 

1 iron strapping fragment 
2 iron fragments 
2 seal bones 
17 unidentified bones 

1 square-cut spike 
1 iron bar 
2 iron strapping fragments, 
rivetted 

4 iron strapping fragments 
1 porcelain rim sherd 
1 snow knife handle 
1 bird bone 
1 unidentified bone 

1 pail 
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Number 

717 

718 

730 

732 

733 

Elevation 

58.50 

53.28 

48.31 

44.16 

Type 

Linear 
depression 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

House 

Description 

Shallow, 
elongated 
depression 

Round 

Rectangular interior 

Rectangular (recent) 

Semisubterranean 

Artifacts 
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1800s or early in the present century. A possible exception 

to this age determination are the semi-subterranean house 

remains which could be of the Thule age. 

Beacon North site (IeKn-4) 

This site is located in a low, relatively flat area to the 

south of Prince of Wales Fort. Along the shore on the west 

side of the site there is a rough area of boulders and bedrock 

outcrops. Some boulders are also present down the center of 

this strip of land. The elevations of the features vary 

between 2 3 and 25 feet above sea level. 

Three round, two rectangular and one disturbed tent ring 

were recorded here (Table 5). Two stone pile caches and two 

pit caches were also found at this site. As well, an inter

esting stone cluster containing rusty red stones with a few 

white quartzes (Fig. 45) was recorded here. 

We also noted a large depression (Feature 728). This 

appears to be a location at which Prince of Wales' masons com

pletely removed a large boulder for building purposes. As is 

apparent from the examination of other boulders in this area, 

these were first drilled and then blasted apart (Luchak 1978: 

62, 64). 

Three large "masonry" graves were present. Feature 721 

contains numerous grave goods, including an enamelled cup and 

bowl, fragments of glass jar, iron strapping and other iron 

pieces. No skeletal remains were observed. This grave appears 

to have been roofed with stones but at some point in the past 

this roof has been opened. This feature would appear to date 

to the very early 1900s. 

Feature 722 is an unopened chamber grave. The stones on 

the top appear to have caved in, perhaps because the roofing 

poles, if present, have decomposed. Feature 724 is a chamber 

grave, roofed with at least one small log. It has been opened 

but no artifacts or skeletal remains were exposed. It should 
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Figure 45. Feature 726a, a concentration of reddish stones 
and white quartz at the Beacon North site. 

Figure 46. Excavation at the Burton Rock site in 1969, 
one year after the investigation. 
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Table 5. Features at the Beacon North Site 

Number 

719 

719a 

720 

721 

722 

723 

724 

724a 

724b 

725 

726 

726a 

727 

728 

729 

730 

732 

Elevation 

25.12 

24.97 

23.26 

23.50 

21.68 

20.61 

25.70 

25.41 

26.56 

21.19 

Type 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Grave 

Grave 

Tent ring 

Grave 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Stone 
Concentration 

Tent ring 

Hole 

Stone 
alignment 

Cache 

Partial tent 
ring 

Description 

Rectangular 

Pit 

Round with 
central cluster 
of three stones 

Large chamber 

Chamber 

Round 

Stone 

Stone 

Round 

Pit 

Red/brown stones 

Round with hearth 
in center 

18th century 
boulders blasted 
from it 

Rectangular 
recent 

Stone-
rectangular 

Rectangular 

Artifacts 

1 porcelain rim sherd 

1 square-cut nail 
1 wire nail 
1 trigger plate & trigger 
1 iron gun part 
4 cartridge cases 
1 lead foil fragment 
1 iron tablespoon 
2 lead fragments 
2 iron can fragments 
1 iron fish hook 
1 iron wire fragment 
7 iron fragments 
2 earthenware sherds 
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be noted that Charles F. Merbs excavated a chamber grave here 

in 1964; however, it has not yet been determined if this is 

one of the features recorded in 1978. 

Artifacts were collected or observed at three features 

here. Feature 719, a rectanguloid tent ring, contained a rim-

sherd of a porcelain vessel while Feature 721, a large chamber 

grave, had associated enamel cups, an enamel bowl, strip iron 

fragments, an iron bar and glass jar fragments. At Feature 

725, a round tent ring, a large number of artifacts was noted. 

These include four brass cartridges, lead fragments, rifle 

parts, an iron tablespoon, a square cut nail and a wire nail, 

an iron fish hook, two iron can top fragments and two earthen

ware sherds. 

The artifacts associated with the Beacon North features 

make it apparent that the Beacon North site contains the re

mains of a relatively recent Inuit occupation. The earliest 

material may date to the end of the 19th century, the latest 

towards the middle of the present century. 
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Unmapped Sites 

Detailed mapping of the majority of the sites known in the 

Churchill study area has not been carried out. In general, 

artifacts have not been removed from these sites since it has 

not been possible to relate them to mapped features. 

Pre-Dorset Sites 

Burton Rock Site (IeKn-12) 

The Burton Rock site, unlike the Seahorse Gully site, remains 

hidden by a blanket of tundra plants growing in a layer of peat. 

For this reason, the extent of this site is not known, although 

its elevation of about 105 feet above sea level is comparable 

to that of the Seahorse Gully site (Fig. 47). Nash and crew 

excavated one tent ring here (Fig. 46). This ring was historic 

or recent in age but, upon digging through the peat, Pre-Dorset 

artifacts were found in the underlying gravel. A number of 

sea shells were recovered from this gravel and these have been 

radio-carbon dated at 1610+105 B.C. (Wilmeth 1978: 114). The 

artifacts from this site are very similar to those from the 

Seahorse Gully site and the Twin Lakes site (Nash 1969). These 

artifacts are stored at the Department of Anthropology, University 

of Manitoba, and have not yet been analyzed. In 1978 we re

examined the Burton Rock site and found it much as it had been 

left in 1968. No further work was carried out here. 
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Figure 47. The locations of the unmapped sites in the 
Churchill area. 



66 

Dorset Sites 

Kayak Cove Site (IeKn-11) 

The Kayak Cove site consists, to the present, of a single dwell

ing which is located immediately south of the Burch site. This 

dwelling is completely exposed on a raised beach line, one of 

a series which rises up the cove here. These beach lines are 

composed of gravel with some limestone flags. The remains of 

this Dorset dwelling consist of a subrectangular tent ring with 

a midpassage down the center. The midpassage is composed of two 

lines of elongated stones with flagstones down the middle (Fig. 

48). This feature is very similar to House 5 at the Dorset Cove 

site; however, while House 5 had no artifacts in association, 

a number of specimens was recovered from the surface of the 

dwelling remains at this site. These consist of a small steatite 

vessel (Fig. 49), two microblades, a broken chert adze blade and 

some small chert nodules. The steatite vessel, which is rect

angular and expands from a small base, is of the same style as 

those recovered from the Dorset Cove site (Nash 1972: 13, Fig. 4K). 

The adze blade, of ground chert, is similar to that from House 4 

(Nash 1972: 13, Fig. 4h) at the Dorset Cove site. Clearly, there 

is a very close cultural relationship between those people who 

occupied the Dorset Cove site and the Kayak Cove site. The Kayak 

Cove house is at an elevation of about 70 feet which is directly 

comparable to the elevations of the Dorset Cove Houses. 

Historic Sites 

Eskimo Island Site (IeKn-16) 

Eskimo Island was investigated in both 1968 and 1978. A number 

of round tent rings, of the historic period, are present here 

as is a grave. The single grave (Fig. 50) consists of a small 

rock chamber which had been recently opened when we examined 

it in 1968. The skull was missing but the other skeletal parts 

appeared to be present, although scattered about in the bottom 

of the chamber (Fig. 51). Artifacts have not been collected 

from any of the Eskimo Island features. 
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Figure 48. Midpassage of house remains at the Kayak Cove site. 

Figure 49 . Steatite vessel in_ situ in midpassage of house 
at the Kayak Cove-site. 



68 

Seahorse Site (IeKn-20) 

This site was found in 1968 and is located on a ledge of sand 

on the north slope of Seahorse Gully. This ledge is treed and 

until 1966 was blanketed by a thick layer of peat. However, 

in 1966 this was largely burned away, exposing artifacts on 

the surface of the sand. A concentration of historic materials 

was found here in 1968, including pipe fragments and seed beads. 

Particularly interesting was a small, broken steatite vessel 

not carved in any known Inuit style. This site area was re

investigated in 1978 but, since it had revegetated, no additional 

artifacts were found. Although a steatite vessel was present, 

this appeared to be an Indian rather than an Inuit campsite. 

These artifacts remain at the Department of Anthropology, 

University of Manitoba. 

Seahorse Ridge Site (IeKn-13) 

Off the southeastern corner of Seahorse Ridge, about half way 

down the slope and at an altitude of approximately 75 feet, 

there is an extensive sand deposit with a sparse scatter of 

spruce trees. Here, we found a number of graves marked with 

posts and crosses, all hewn out of spruce wood. These appear 

to be Chipewyan graves. 

Ward Mountain Site (IeKn-14) 

Along the south side of Ward Mountain there is a prominent rais

ed strandline, now long abandoned. It is apparent that this 

was a popular camping place in the first half of the present 

century. Eleven tent rings were recorded here, nine of which 

are round while the other two are badly disturbed and their 

original shapes can no longer be determined. The artifacts 

scattered about these tent rings included many rusting tin cans 

(particularly of baking powder, cocoa and condensed milk), enamel 

cups, bowls and wash basins, stoves made out of large rectangular 
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Figure 50. Opened child's grave on Eskimo Island. 

Figure 51. Skeletal remains scattered on the floor of a 
child's grave on Eskimo Island. 
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cans, crushed stove pipe sections and glass jar fragments. All 

of these date to the present century. In the absence of abori

ginal tools, it is difficult to identify the cultural group 

that camped here; however, the tent rings are lighter than 

those of the Inuit camps in this region so it is likely that 

this was an Indian camp, more likely Chipewyan than Crée. This 

camp appears to have been used repeatedly and, in all probability, 

considerable information concerning it could be obtained by 

interviewing older residents of the Churchill area. 

Seahorse Mouth Site (IeKn-2 3) 

This site was visited only briefly, but a number of kayak rests 

and round tent rings were observed. These are very similar to 

those of the Dorset Cove and Button Bay sites a short distance 

to the north. A grave on the summit of the ridge, directly 

east of this site, is undoubtedly associated (Fig. 52). 

Wardstrand Site (IeKn-15) 

Between Ward Mountain and Seahorse Ridge there is a low, wet 

area which is dominated by a prominent strandline which trends 

roughly north-south. The eastern (seaward) side of this aban

doned beach is quite steep and several dwellings were placed 

against the base of this slope. These features were constructed 

of the limestone flags which are common here and they seem to 

have formed heavy, layered masonry circles, perhaps the bases 

of tents. Most have collapsed into shapeless piles. No arti

facts were observed in association with these features. 

West Burton Site (IeKn-22) 

The highest part of Second Burton Rock is located on the west 

side of the outcrop. This summit is relatively level and some 

gravel deposits here have never completely vegetated, presumably 
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Figure 52. An Inuit grave in a cleft in the rock above 
the Seahorse Mouth site. 

Figure 53. The Second Burton site, summer 1968. 
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because of lack of shelter. Here we found five tent rings, all 

round, light and quite small. These appeared to be ancient 

but a close examination of the exposed gravel surfaces yielded 

no artifacts. 

Second Burton Site (IeKn-19) 

This site was first examined by R.J. Nash in 1968 (Fig. 53). 

At that time the light, round tent rings which are numerous 

here were clearly visible, as was the large number of discarded 

(recent) metal goods. These items are very similar to those 

observed at the Ward Mountain site and the fact that the tent 

rings are also similar indicates that these two sites were 

very likely occupied by members of the same cultural group, 

local Chipewyans. The discarded goods indicate that this site 

was occupied in the first half of the 1900s. 

This site is now becoming overgrown with vegetation 

and it was with difficulty that the outlines of the tent rings 

could be traced in 1978. We were particularly interested in 

re-examining a line of small stones which was first observed 

in 196 8. This line, oriented east-west, wavers through the 

center of this camping area for about 100 metres. Its purpose 

is not known. 

McTavish Rock Site (IeKn-18) 

This site consists of two large boulders which are located on 

one of the highest portions of the eastern end of Second Burton 

Rock. This site appears to have served as a lookout for Ft. 

Churchill. Apparently, some of the men who were stationed at 

this lookout occupied their time by inscribing their names and 

other graffiti on the rocks. These inscriptions are of both 

Euro-canadian and native origin. The earliest inscription is 

that of G.S. Macrae, dating to 1880 (Fig. 54). Other early 

inscriptions are G.S. McTavish, 1883 and John C. Mowatt, 1895. 
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Figure 54. A name inscribed on McTavish Rock. 

Figure 55. Syllables and a human figure inscribed on 
McTavish Rock. 
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The most recent date is 1933. A number of the inscriptions 

are in syllabics, as illustrated by Figure 55. 

Burton Site (IeKn-19) 

This site is characterized by several concentrations of graves 

which are located in sand-filled ledges on the eastern slope of 

Second Burton Rock. These graves are located above and to the 

north of the fenced cemetary which is located directly north 

of Ft. Churchill. The graves at the Burton site are marked in 

a variety of ways. Some are simply marked with a square-hewn 

post, pointed at the top. Others are marked with crosses and 

still others with wooden fences (Fig. 56). All of these markers 

are disintegrating. This would appear to be a cemetary used 

by the Indian residents of this region through to the 1930s 

when Ft. Churchill was abandoned. 

Burton Ridge (IeKn-2) 

Several large, rectangular tent rings were found in a low, 

fairly level area between First and Second Burton Rocks. This 

area is covered with a blanket of tundra plants and is an at

tractive campsite. Judging by the associated scatter of recent 

goods, these stone alignments mark the locations of canvas wall 

tents occupied in the course of the last few years. 
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Figure 56. Grave markers at the Burton site. 

Figure 57. Tombstone in the Fort Churchill cemetary. 
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Summary, Evaluation and Recommendations 

Summary 

Archaeologically, the Churchill study area is very rich. It is 

apparent that this location has been attracting human settlement 

for at least the past 3000 years, since the beginning of the 

Pre-Dorset period. It is also possible that artifacts of the 

earlier, Independence I, period are present at the Seahorse 

Gully Pre-Dorset site. Of course, even earlier Indian occupation 

is possible, but the only Indian artifact discovered to date is 

a corner-notched projectile point which would date in the last 

1,000 years. 

The major prehistoric occupation in the study area has been 

Pre-Dorset. Two Pre-Dorset sites, Seahorse Gully and Burton 

Rock, have been located here and others in the region are the 

Twin Lakes site 2 7 km to the southeast and the Thyazzi site on 

the North Knife River 4 8 km to the northwest. A radiocarbon 

date has been run on seal bone from the Seahorse Gully site; 

however, dates run on marine faunal remains have now been 

found to be unacceptable. In general, the Pre-Dorset period 

is considered to date between 1,700 and 1,000 B.C. 

For some time, the Pre-Dorset occupation in the Churchill 

area was believed to be the most southerly along the western 

shore of the Hudson Bay; however, since Nash's 196 8 work, Pre-

Dorset artifacts have been recovered from a site in the Shamattawa 

area, about 340 km south of Churchill. 

Dorset occupation of the Churchill area appears to have 

been much lighter than Pre-Dorset. Only two sites, Dorset Cove 

and Kayak Cove, are known. Both are characterized by dwelling 



77 

features which incorporate many flagstones. Subrectangular 

tent rings with midpassages have been recorded at both sites. 

Charcoal from the Dorset Cove site has been radiocarbon 

dated at 130 B.C. To date, this is the most southerly extent 

of Dorset settlement recorded along the west side of Hudson 

Bay. 

Occupation during the Thule period seems to have been 

sparse. To the present, no sites or artifacts of this period 

have been found by archaeologists working in this region; 

however, the Eskimo Museum in the town of Churchill has on 

exhibit some Thule tools found in the area by local residents. 

In contrast, Inuit occupation in the historic period was 

heavy and appears to have begun in the late 1700s and 

continued through to the present century. Two very large 

and rich historic Inuit sites, Button Bay and Burch, have 

been mapped as well as four smaller sites: Muri, Beacon, 

Beacon North and a component of the Dorset Cove site. 

Unmapped historic Inuit sites are Eskimo Island and Seahorse 

Mouth. Features at these historic sites include round and 

bilobate tent rings, caches, kayak rests, graves and minia

ture tent rings. The technology of these Inuit was a complex 

amalgamation of items and materials of 18th and 19th century 

European origin and of aboriginal origin. It appears very 

similar to that described by Birket-Smith (1929) for the 

"Caribou Eskimo". The historic Inuit sites in the Churchill 

study area are very likely the camping places of individuals 

and families who came to trade and to hunt whales in this 

region. R. Glover (1969: xlv) has indicated that, beginning 

in 1795, Inuit were regularly employed by the Hudson's Bay 

Company to hunt seals and whales both at Churchill and the 

Seal River to the north. The archaeological record reflects 

the presence of these Inuit at Churchill through the 1800s 

and into the early 1900s. 

While historic Inuit sites are common in the study area, 
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only a single Indian site (Seahorse) of this period has been 

recorded. The larger Indian camps, Ward Mountain and Second 

Burton, appear to date to the first half of the 1900s. These 

camps are characterized hy round tent rings and scatters of 

recent metal goods. Two Indian graveyards are Seahorse Ridge 

and Burton, the graves of which are marked with wooden 

stakes, crosses and fences. 

Evaluation 

The evaluation of archaeological remains is dependent upon the 

purposes for which the evaluation is being made. Two of the 

main reasons for the evaluation of sites are to determine their 

usefulness for scientific study and for the purposes of public 

education. A specific site may be evaluated quite differently 

for each of these purposes. Those sites in the study area which 

are evaluated highly for scientific archaeological study include 

the Seahorse Gully site (which has now been investigated quite 

thoroughly), the Dorset Cove site (this also has been closely 

investigated) and the Burton Rock site which could be a large 

Pre-Dorset site. The Kayak Cove site has produced very useful 

scientific information; however, since it consists of only a 

single dwelling it is not rated highly here. Those historic 

sites which are of particular scientific interest are the 

Button Bay and Burch sites, mainly because of their large size 

and the variety of their features. Rated somewhat lower are 

the other historic Inuit sites: Muri, Beacon, Beacon North 

and the historic component at Dorset Cove. These are smaller 

sites with less varied features. However, if the Beacon site 

contains winter houses its scientific value would become very 

great. 

The scientific value of the Second Burton site, a Chipewyan 

campsite, would appear to be high, particularly since it 

contains an intriguing stone alignment. It is difficult to 

give the Wardstrand, Seahorse, Ward Mountain and McTavish Rock 
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sites high scientific evaluations, although both of the grave

yards, Seahorse Ridge and Burton, are of great scientific 

interest. However, since this, interest could only be satis

fied by excavation which would not be considered, it is 

apparent that these cannot be regarded as potential sources 

of scientific information. 

To some degree, site evaluation for public education 

and tourism purposes does coincide with that for scientific 

purposes. In general, archaeological sites which contain 

obvious features are most useful for public education. Given 

this premise, the historic Inuit camps would seem to rate 

most highly and next would be the historic Indian campsites 

and graveyards. The Indian sites contain less obvious 

features than do those of the Inuit, but would be of great 

interest to many visitors. McTavish Rock must also receive 

a high evaluation with regard to its public education poten

tial. The Seahorse Gully Pre-Dorset site contains features 

such as dwelling remains and disintegrating rock concentra

tions, neither of which are likely to appear very impressive 

to lay persons. However, Pre-Dorset sites are normally 

situated in the arctic proper and the Seahorse Gully site 

is probably the only Pre-Dorset site in existence which is 

so readily accessible to the public. This in itself makes 

this site worthy of presentation to visitors, although 

appropriate interpretation would be necessary. 

The Dorset sites are more suitable for public education 

purposes because obvious, subrectangular tent rings are 

present with midpassages of flagstones. The Dorset sites 

are examples of perhaps one of the most famous of the pre

historic Inuit archaeological cultures and, again, it is 

unusual to have sites of this type located in an area which 

is accessible to nonscientific visitors. 

Thule remains have not yet been identified in this 

region but the historic Inuit remains have the highest 
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potential for public education and tourism purposes of any 

of the native sites in this area. At the historic sites, 

particularly those along the eastern shore of Button Bay, 

there are large numbers of round and bilobate tent rings, 

caches and kayak rests as well as smaller numbers of graves, 

miniature rings and hunting stations. All of these are 

readily identifiable features which can be directly related 

to traditional Inuit culture. 

Features which are of particular interest from both 

the scientific and public education viewpoint are the 

depressions at the Beacon site. These may be the ruins of 

Inuit autumn or winter houses. If so, these would have been 

built in either the historic period or in the preceding 

Thule period. From the public education viewpoint these are 

particularly interesting since one or more could be chosen 

for reconstruction, following excavation. Their proximity 

to Prince of Wales Fort would make them particularly 

attractive for development. 

Also of high potential for public education and tourism 

are the graves. In general, the public has a perennial 

fascination with these features and Parks Canada must make 

some sensitive decisions as to whether the graves should be 

made part of guided tours. However, they are sufficiently 

numerous that it would be difficult to avoid them. Some of 

these have many grave goods scattered around them which 

would have to be gathered up and replaced in the graves, as 

would any human bones which have become scattered about. 

Chamber graves are present in the Beacon and Beacon North 

sites, both in proximity to Prince of Wales Fort, and these 

would be readily accessible to the visiting public. 

Also of great public interest would be the Indian 

graveyards which have been identified as the Seahorse Ridge 

and Burton sites. The Seahorse Ridge site is difficult of 

access but the Burton site is close to Ft. Churchill and 
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could easily be visited by anyone coming to view the ruins 

of this fort. Indeed, the immediate Ft. Churchill area 

would appear to have great potential for public education. 

First, the ruins of the post's buildings are quite obvious, 

particularly the impressive cellars whose walls are lined 

with dry laid limestone masonry. Second, the fenced 

cemetary with its grave markers of stone (Fig. 57) and wood 

is of great interest and nearby is the Indian graveyard, 

the Burton site. Third, not far away is McTavish Rock 

which, with its inscribed names, is of great interest. A 

short hike to the west is the Second Burton site, a recent 

Chipewyan campsite with many round tent rings and an enig

matic stone line. Indeed, the "package" of historic 

European and native sites in the immediate Ft. Churchill 

area would appear to make this area unusually appropriate 

for useful development for public education purposes. 

If the Chipewyan graveyards, the Seahorse Ridge and 

Burton sites are to be included in Parks Canada tours, 

consideration should be given to retaining local Chipewyans 

who would replicate and replace the wooden markers which 

have fallen or are in the process of disintegrating. While 

Parks Canada may decide not to extend formal tours to include 

the Burton and Seahorse Ridge sites, one cemetary that would 

remain accessible is the fenced graveyard at Ft. Churchill. 

This is presumably a consecrated cemetary which was associated 

with the Anglican mission here. However, this graveyard too 

is falling into ruin and is in need of restoration. 

Recommendations 

The following recommendations are designed to be of assis

tance to planners involved in the management of the archaeo

logical resources of the Churchill area. These recommendations 

are concentrated on the sites of native origin, although 

Ft. Churchill is also noted prominently. 
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Public Education Recommendations 

(1) A circular walking tour could be established. This 

route would extend southwestward from Prince of Wales Fort 

along the 18th century trail which follows the summit of 

Seahorse Ridge (along the center of the Seahorse Gully site). 

Near the southern end of this ridge the trail turns west and 

can be followed to the Dorset Cove site. At this point the 

trail could loop back to the north to extend through the 

Button Bay and possibly the Burch sites before rejoining 

the historic trail on the east. For people less physically 

active a shorter route in the area to the immediate south 

and southwest of Fort Prince of Wales could be established. 

This would take the visitors through the Muri, Beacon and 

Beacon North sites. 

(2) The walking tour outlined above could only be accomplished 

by making changes in certain of the site features. The 

chamber graves in the historic Inuit sites would have to be 

restored. At present, grave goods are scattered about, 

almost all have been opened and some have human bones exposed. 

It is likely that to certain visitors the temptation to 

remove some objects as souvenirs would be overwhelming. 

Therefore, the appropriate course would seem to be to gather 

up the grave goods and skeletal parts and replace them in 

the grave chambers. Older Inuit of the region who are 

familiar with the construction of this type of grave could 

be retained to reroof the graves and set up poles, at an 

angle, as is characteristic of chamber graves along the 

west side of the Hudson Bay. 

(3) Since the Pre-Dorset features are often "blurred" 

through the disturbance of stones over the millenium, 

judicious rebuilding of some of the dwelling alignments 

may be appropriate, in order to make these remains more 

comprehensible to visitors. 

(4) If excavations at the Beacon site result in the 
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identification of Inuit winter houses, at least one should 

be reconstructed and made available for public inspection. 

(5) A guided walking tour should be established for Fort 

Churchill and vicinity. Trained guides would take visitors 

through the fort ruins and its cemetary, the Indian grave

yard, McTavish Rock and, for the physically active, the 

Second Burton site. 

(6) If a guided tour is established which includes the 

Second Burton site, certain of the vegetation which is 

threatening to blanket this site should be removed to make 

the tent rings more visible. 

Research Recommendations 

The following recommendations for continued archaeological 

and historical research in the Churchill study area must be 

considered as simply an expression of an ideal. It is 

recognized that Parks Canada may have no interest in 

commissioning additional research relating to those areas 

not presently under its jurisdiction. 

(1) As a result of Dr. R. J. Nash's work in 196 8 and our 

work in 19 78, the Seahorse Gully Pre-Dorset site has been 

investigated quite thoroughly. Undoubtedly, there is 

additional archaeological information to be obtained here, 

but it is apparent that this site should not remain at a 

high priority for archaeological research. 

(2) Continued research at the Dorset sites (Dorset Cove and 

Kayak Cove) is necessary, especially at Kayak Cove where the 

single dwelling found has not yet been recorded in detail. 

(3) Extensive excavation should be undertaken at the Burton 

Rock site to determine the extent and nature of the Pre-

Dorset remains. 

(4) Detailed analysis of the artifacts from the Pre-Dorset, 

Dorset and historic sites should be carried out. 
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(5) The historic Inuit sites of Button Bay, Burch, Muri, 

Beacon and Beacon North have been mapped; however, more 

detailed studies of some of the features, particularly 

caches, hunting stations and miniature rings, should be 

carried out. As well, omissions and any errors made in the 

course of the 19 78 mapping program should be dealt with. 

(6) Excavation of certain of the depressions at the Beacon 

site should be undertaken in order to determine whether these 

are Inuit house remains. 

(7) The unmapped historic Inuit sites should be subjected 

to more detailed investigation, including mapping. 

(8) The unmapped historic Indian sites should be subjected 

to more detailed investigation, including mapping where 

appropriate. 

(9) It is apparent that the Fort Churchill site is in need 

of long term archaeological and historical research. This 

location is believed to have been the site of Jens Munk's 

early "settlement" and, apparently, was continuously occupied 

from the time that the Hudson's Bay Company reoccupied this 

site in the late 1700s through to the 19 30s. It has, there

fore, an unusually long history of occupation. In 1964 a 

Danish archaeological expedition conducted work at Fort 

Churchill and identified a number of local features as dating 

to the Munk occupancy of 1619-1620 (Hansen 1964). We are not 

satisfied with the accuracy of these identifications since 

these features more likely result from the much later 

activities of the Hudson's Bay Company. At a long occupied 

site such as Fort Churchill, the traces of the earliest 

occupation are likely to be destroyed by the building 

activities of the subsequent inhabitants. Therefore, only 

an extensive, long term archaeological project could hope 

to yield information which would clarify the characteristics 

of occupation at any given time period. It is frequently 

the case that initial, tentative European occupations of 
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North American soil (such as the Jens Munk expedition) are 

known historically but cannot be confirmed archaeologically. 

We should not, therefore, be optimistic about finding traces 

of the Munk expedition or of identifying early Danish remains 

beyond a reasonable doubt, even if found. 
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Appendix A. Features at the Seahorse Gully site (IeKn-6) 

Number 

House 1 

House 2 

Activity 
Area 3 

House 4 

House 5 

House 6 

House 7 

House 8 

House 9 

House 10 

House 11 

House 12 

House 13 

1 

Elevation 

114.04 

113.80 

117.34 

109.87 

109.45 

108.96 

107.34 

110.00 

108.54 

106.26 

105.70 

106.93 

106.55 

107.77 

Tvpe 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Artifact 
cluster 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

2 tent rings 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Dwelling 
remains 

Dwelling 
remains 

Dwelling 
remains 

Tent ring 

Artifact 
concentration 

Description 

Round 

Square 

Rectangular 

Rectangular 

Rectangular with 
midpassage 

Joined, one with 
midpassage 

Ovoid (?) 

Round (?) 

Ovoid 
semisubterranean 

Ovoid, 
semisubterranean 

Ovoid, 
semisubterranean 

Ovoid, 
semis ub terranean 

Artifacts 

n/a 

1 burin 
1 flake 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

5 burins 
1 burin blade 
1 end blade 
3 asymmetrical 
knives 

1 end scraper 
1 side scraper 
1 end and side 
scraper 

4 retouched flakes 
2 microblades 
3 biface fragments 
1 large tool 
fragment 

281 flakes 
1 ridge flake 
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Number 

2 

3 

3A 

4 

4A 

4B 

4C 

5 

6 

7 

Elevation 

107.87 

107.31 

111.82 

105.49 

105.77 

105.28 

Type 

Tent ring 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Find area 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Description Artifacts 

Rectangular 1 burin spall 
1 biface fragment 
1 retouched flake 
1 ridge flake 
5 flakes 

2 burins 
1 concave scraper 
2 bifaces 
11 retouched flakes 
2 cores 
1 chisel 
1 ridge flake 
116 flakes 

3 flakes 

1 burin 
24 retouched flakes 
1 gouge 
307 flakes 
1 bone 

3 retouched flakes 
8 flakes 

1 biface 

43 flakes 
1 core 

2 burins 
2 knives 
1 scraper fragment 
1 biface 
175 flakes 

1 burin 
2 retouched 
flakes 

24 flakes 

1 burin 
1 burin spall 
1 knife 
1 retouched 
flake 

36 flakes 
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Number 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

16A 

16B 

17 

Elevation 

105.43 

105.32 

105.85 

105.74 

104.87 

104.89 

111.87 

107.63 

107.24 

108.49 

Type 

Artifact 
concentration 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Find area 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Find area 

Find area 

Artifact 
Concentration 

Find area 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Description 

Disturbed 

Disturbed 

Disturbed 

Rectangular 

Artifacts 

1 burin spall 
1 side scraper 
20 retouched flakes 
2 microblades 
2 core fragments 
1 biface 
117 flakes 

1 knife 
3 retouched flakes 
6 flakes 

2 flakes 

3 retouched flakes 
6 flakes 

1 gouge 
1 flake 

1 biface 

3 burins 
26 burin spalls 
1 side blade 
2 side scrapers 
6 retouched blades 
2 bifaces 
526 flakes 

1 scraper 

1 end blade base 
54 flakes 

1 burin 
1 burin spall 
1 end blade fragment 
1 asymmetrical knife 
2 side scrapers 
1 concave scraper 
2 bifaces 
5 retouched flakes 
1 gouge fragment 
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Number 

17 
(con't) 

17A 

18 

18A 

19 

20 

20A 

20B 

21 

22 

23 

Elevation 

108.69 

111.75 

110.91 

108.95 

108.29 

Type 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Find area 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Description Artifacts 

162 flakes 
3 machine-stamped 
nail fragments 

1 iron fragment 
7 iron sheet frag
ments 

1 clay pipe stem 
fragment 

2 burins 
6 burin spalls 
1 biface base 
1 core spall 
73 flakes 

1 end blade 
6 flakes 

1 burin 
1 chisel 
44 flakes 

4 retouched flakes 
1 uniface 
1 core spall 
46 flakes 

3 burins 
11 burin spalls 
3 knives 
1 scraper fragment 
2 retouched flakes 
1 biface fragment 
1 uniface 
1 microblade 
268 flakes 

43 flakes 

1 chisel 

22 flakes 

1 hafted biface 
6 flakes 

1 burin 
1 side scraper 
3 retouched flakes 
15 flakes 
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Number 

30 

31 

32 

33A 

33B 

33C 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

Elevation 

112.36 

109.29 

110.38 

110.45 

108.35 

108.95 

106.00 

109.82 

109.80 

107.25 

Type 

Activity area 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cache 

Description 

Disturbed 

Disturbed 

Disturbed 

Disturbed 

Disturbed 

Amorphous 

Stone 

Stone 

Artifacts 

2 side scrapers 
2 retouched flakes 
1 biface fragment 
15 flakes 

1 burin 
3 retouched flakes 

2 burin spalls 
1 asymmetrical 
scraper 

35 flakes 
1 soapstone 
fragment 

1 uniface fragment 
17 flakes 

1 end blade fragment 
1 uniface 
1 core fragment 
1 chisel 
1 flake 

1 adze 
6 flakes 

2 burins 
1 side scraper 
41 flakes 
2 bone fragments 
1 machine-stamped 
nail 

3 burins 
1 burin spall 
5 retouched flakes 
139 flakes 

1 burin 
1 side-notched 
projectile point 

1 biface 
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Number 

41 

42 

42A 

43A 

43B 

43C 

44 

44A 

45 

45B 

60 

60A 

60B 

Elevation 

109.28 

116.39 

114.77 

114.69 

110.99 

Type 

Rock 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Cracked rock 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Hearth 

Artifact 
concentration 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Rock cluster 

Rock cluster 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Description 

Scattered 

Disturbed 

Disintegrating 

Disintegrating 

Disturbed 

Disturbed 

Artifacts 

1 retouched flake 
1 core fragment 
31 flakes 

1 side scraper 
1 chisel 
38 flakes 

1 burin 
1 projectile point 
tip 

1 biface fragment 
1 retouched flake 
1 core fragment 
1 chisel fragment 
96 flakes 
2 soapstone frag
ments 

17 flakes 

2 burins 
8 flakes 

6 burins 
14 burin spalls 
3 knives 
2 end scrapers 
1 side scrapers 
1 biface fragment 
1 adze fragment 
174 flakes 

34 flakes 

162 flakes 

1 end scraper 
1 biface fragment 
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Number 

60B 
(con't) 

60C 

60D 

60E 

60F 

60G 

61A 

61B 

61C 

62 

Elevation 

111.17 

112.20 

Type 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Description Artifacts 

147 flakes 
1 soapstone frag^ 
ment 

15 bone fragments 
1 hand wrought 
nail fragment 

1 asymmetrical 
biface 

1 scraper 
1 ridge flake 
45 flakes 

1 lanceolate 
projectile point 

1 side scraper 
1 core fragment 
35 flakes 

1 burin 
1 biface 
100 flakes 
2 bone fragments 

1 burin 
1 microblade 
1 knife 
1 uniface 
1 biface 
1 retouched flake 
1 core spall 
291 flakes 
1 bone fragment 

1 core fragment 
37 flakes 

267 flakes 
1 bone fragment 

287 flakes 

378 flakes 

1 side scraper 
880 flakes 
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Number 

62A 

62B 

62C 

62D 

62E 

63 

64 

65 

66 

66A 

66B 

67 

67A 

68 

Elevation 

109.66 

110.53 

110.57 

110.65 

113.56 

113.96 

Type 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Rock cluster 

Find area 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Rock cluster 

Artifact 
concentration 

Description 

Disturbed 

Disintegrating 

In cleft in 
rock 

Disturbed 

Disintegrating 

Artifacts 

4 burins 
1 blade 
1 knife 
1 biface 
72 flakes 

1 burin 
1 asymmetrical 
knife 

1 end scraper 
1 biface 
1 core 
59 flakes 

121 flakes 

35 flakes 

18 flakes 

1 biface 
23 flakes 

2 bifaces 
1 retouched flake 

403 flakes 

525 flakes 

925 flakes 

77 flakes 

184 flakes 

1 asymmetrical 
knife 

1 end scraper 
105 flakes 

3 burins 
1 side—notched 
projectile point 
fragment 

217 flakes 
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Number 

68A 

68B 

69 

69A 

69B 

69C 

69D 

69E 

70 

70A 

70B 

70C 

71 

71A 

Elevation 

114.43 

110.53 

109.94 

Type 

Find area 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Find area 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Find area 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Description Artifacts 

1 uniface 

27 flakes 
10 burin spalls 
1 core spall 

4 burins 
7 burin spalls 
210 flakes 
4 core spalls 

1 biface 

1 asymmetrical 
scraper 

1 uniface 
1 biface 
25 flakes 
3 bone fragments 

13 burin spalls 
1 biface fragment 
1 scraper 
1 uniface 
599 flakes 

2 burin spalls 
119 flakes 

33 flakes 
1 bone fragment 

4 burin spalls 
51 flakes 
1 core spall 

116 flakes 

1 corner-notched 
projectile point 
fragment 

1 notched biface 

61 flakes 

1 burin 
933 flakes 

69 flakes 
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Number 

71B 

71C 

72 

73 

73A 

73B 

73C 

74 

74A 

74B 

74C 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 

82 

82A 

83 

Elevation 

110.08 

111.19 

112.82 

113.62 

118.19 

113.54 

110.63 

107.34 

107.19 

107.78 

107.81 

107.50 

Type 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Rock cluster 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Rock cluster 

Rock cluster 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Find area 

Rock cluster 

Rock 
alignment 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Find area 

Cache 

Rock cluster 

Rock cluster 

Find area 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Description 

Disintegrating 

Disintegrating 

Disintegrating 

Disintegrating 

Disturbed 

Disturbed 

Disintegrating 

Disintegrating 

Disturbed 

Artifacts 

196 flakes 

69 flakes 

60 flakes 
1 core 

1,009 flakes 

2 biface fragments 

51 flakes 

6 flakes 

2 burins 
1 notched biface 
1 knife 
1 retouched flake 
189 flakes 

30 flakes 

5 flakes 

1 adze 

1 adze 

1 burin 
421 flakes 
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Number 

84 

85 

86 

86A 

87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

91A 

92 

92A 

93 

94 

Elevation 

107.94 

107.83 

107.66 

107.81 

110.84 

112.42 

110.73 

107.52 

110.16 

Type 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Rock cluster 

Artifact 
concentration 

Artifact 
concentration 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Rock cluster 

Dwelling 
alignment 

2 Tent rings 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Artifact 
concentration 

Dwelling 
alignment 

Rock cluster 

Cache 

Cache 

Description 

Disturbed 

Disintegrating 

Disturbed 

Disturbed 

Disturbed 

Rectangular 

Rectangular 

Rectangular 

Disintegrating 

Stone 

Stone 

Artifacts 

2 flakes 
2 bone fragments 

1 side blade 
22 flakes 
6 bone fragments 

35 flakes 
1 bone fragment 

26 flakes 

11 flakes 

Appendix A. 
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Appendix B. Features at the Button Bay Site (IeKn-8). 

Number 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5A 

5B 

6 

Elevation 

35.46 

26.95 

23.37 

20.42 

24.00 

22.95 

Type 

Grave 

Tent ring 

Hunting 
station 

4 Caches 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Grave 

Tent ring 

Description 

Round, 
Disturbed 

Stone 

Disturbed 

Round 

Bilobate 

Artifacts 

1 frizzen 
1 bow drill base 
8 drilled wood 
fragments 

1 sawed wood 
fragment 

9 wood fragments 
1 chert pebble 

1 sled runner 
fragment 

4 drilled sled 
crosspieces 

1 iron shaft-drilled 
1 knife handle 
1 iron strap 
1 iron fragment 
1 stoneware jar 
sherd 

1 bottle finish 
1 sled runner 
fragment 

1 wood cylinder 
1 grooved wood 
fragment 

9 wood fragments 
3 unidentified bones 
1 chert flake 

1 nail 
1 stoneware jar 
sherd 

1 harpoon shaft 
2 drilled sled 
crosspieces 

3 drilled wood 
fragments 

2 hand-wrought nails 
4 iron strapping 
fragments 
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Number 

6 
(con't) 

6A 

7 

8 

9 

Elevation 

24.39 

24.81 

24.02 

Type 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Description 

Stone 

Disturbed 

Round 

Round 
excavated 

Artifacts 

1 bottle body 
fragment 

1 shaft fragment 
1 seal bone 
8 unidentified bones 

1 rolled iron sheet 
1 drilled wood object 
1 seal bone 

1 razor fragment 
4 iron strapping 
fragments 

2 iron fragments 
1 stoneware jar rim 
-salt glaze 

9 glass fragments 
8 small drilled sled 
cross-pieces 

1 shaft fragment 
2 drilled wood 
fragments 

1 wood fragment 
2 white clay pipe 
stem fragments 

1 machine stamped 
nail 

1 machine cut nail 
1 hand wrought spike 
1 copper sheet 
fragment 

1 iron handle 
1 L-shaped metal 
fragment 

2 rivetted iron 
fragments 

1 iron fragment -
drilled 

6 iron strapping 
fragments 

12 iron fragments 
1 bottle kick-up 
1 glass fragment 
1 wooden block 
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Number 

9 
(con't) 

10 

10A 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Elevation 

24.14 

23.98 

25.09 

23.29 

21.80 

21.23 

20.86 

20.33 

Type 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Grave (?) 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Description 

Disturbed 

Stone 

Bilobate 

Round 

Round 

Stone 

Stone 

Round 

Round 

Artifacts 

1 wooden dish 
fragment 

3 drilled wood 
fragments 

7 wood fragments 
18 seal bones 
1 bird bone 
20 unidentified 
bones 

1 nail shaft fragment 
1 sheet iron fragment 
1 wooden block 
3 wood fragments 

2 drilled sled cross-
pieces 

2 drilled wood frag
ments 

3 seal bones 
1 whale bone 
1 unidentified 
bone 

1 wood fragment 
5 unidentified 
bones 

1 machine—stamped 
tack 

2 drilled wood frag
ments with nails 

1 steatite rim frag
ment 

1 white clay pipe 
base fragment 

1 seal bone 
6 unidentified bones 

1 seal bone 
6 unidentified bones 
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Number 

18 

18A 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Elevation 

18.40 

18.48 

19.54 

18.84 

20.88 

Type 

Tent ring 

Artifact 
concentration 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Description 

Disturbed 

Stone 

Disturbed 

Stone 

Round, stone 
cluster on 
south side 

Artifacts 

1 steatite fragment 
1 drilled wood frag
ment 

1 wood fragment 
1 seal bone 
6 unidentified bones 

1 hand wrought nail 
1 nail fragment 
1 iron staple 
1 sheet brass frag
ment 

1 heavy iron frag
ment 

1 bottle neck frag
ment 

52 steatite frag
ments 

2 wooden belt 
buttons 

2 drilled wood frag
ments 

1 grooved wood frag
ment 

1 white clay pipe 
bowl/stem juncture 

1 drilled bone frag
ment 

3 unidentified bones 

1 sheet iron fragment 
1 sled cross-piece 

1 iron strapping 
fragment drilled 

1 whale bone 
1 unidentified bone 

1 iron strapping 
fragment 

1 bottle neck frag
ment 

1 drilled wooden 
strip 

1 bow drill mouth 
piece 

3 wood fragments 
1 seal bone 
16 unidentified bones 
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Number 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

Elevation 

18.22 

18.80 

21.23 

24.80 

25.67 

Type 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Description 

Bilobate 

Stone 

Round 

Round 

Amorphous 

Artifacts 

1 hand wrought 
spike fragment 

2 brass fragments 
4 iron strapping 
fragments 

1 iron fragment 
1 stoneware jar rim 
1 bottle base 
1 unidentified bone 

1 iron knife blade 
1 iron shovel frag
ment 

3 iron fragments 
with rivets 

1 iron strapping 
fragment 

5 iron fragments 
1 bottle base 
fragment 

2 drilled shaft 
fragments 

3 drilled fragments 
1 white clay pipe 
stem fragment 

2 bone fragments 

1 hand-wrought nail 
2 iron strapping 
fragments with 
rivet holes 

1 fragment sled 
cross-piece 

1 drilled wood frag
ment 

1 drilled and grooved 
wood fragment 

15 unidentified bones 

1 hand-wrought nail 
1 iron hafted tool 
1 wood shaft frag
ment-drilled 

1 runner 
1 sled cross-piece 
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Number 

27 
(con't) 

28 

29 

30 

30A 

31 

31A 

32 

33 

34 

Elevation 

24.74 

22.91 

22.91 

20.32 

21.26 

20.10 

Type 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Kayak rest 

Cache 
complex 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Description 

Bilobate 

Stone 

Stone 

Stone 

Round 

Stone structure 

Round 
excavated 

Bilobate 

Artifacts 

1 wood wedge 
1 wood fragment 
6 seal bones 
26 unidentified 
bones 

1 sheet brass frag
ment 

1 stoneware jar 
sherd 

1 sled cross-piece 
2 drilled wood frag
ments 

1 fragment wood 
5 unidentified bones 

4 seal bones 
12 unidentified bones 

1 sled cross-piece 

1 iron strapping 
fragment 

1 drilled wood frag
ment 

1 wood cutting block 

2 seal bones 
33 unidentified 
bones 

1 gun side plate 
1 iron strip-drilled 
1 earthenware rim 
sherd, navy 
transfer print 

1 drilled wood frag
ment 

1 grooved wood frag
ment 

1 flint-lock, lock 
plate 

3 iron strapping 
fragments rivetted 
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Number 

34 
(con't) 

35 

36 

37 

38 

Elevation 

21.62 

21.37 

24.79 

26.52 

Type 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Kayak rest 

Tent ring 

Description 

Bilobate 

Round 
excavated 

2 prs. of 
upright 
stone 

Round 
excavated 

Artifacts 

2 folded iron 
fragments 

6 iron strapping 
fragments 

13 iron fragments 
1 stoneware 
jar sherd 

21 bottle fragments 
1 barrel stave 
1 wood lath 
1 bi-pointed wood 
strip 

1 bow fragment 
1 lens-shaped wood 
fragment 

1 small sectioned 
tree with one 
end scarfed 

2 wood fragments 
1 worked bone 
1 seal bone 
5 fragments 
bone 

1 hand wrought 
nail 

% axe-head 
3 strapping 
fragments 

1 lenticular 
wood strip 

1 drilled wood 
strip 

1 machine-stamped 
nail 

1 sheet zinc 
fragment 

1 shovel 
fragment 
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Number 

38 
(con't) 

39 

Elevation 

26.06 

Type 

Tent ring 

Description 

Round 

Artifacts 

1 iron cannister 
fragment 

14 iron can 
fragments 

2 iron strapping 
fragments 

1 thin iron 
fragment 
with hole 

9 iron sheet 
fragments 

1 white clay 
pipe bowl 
fragment 

H wood disc 
5 drilled wood 
fragments 

1 grooved wood 
fragment 

2 fragments 
wood 

1 roll birch 
bark 

1 machine-stamped 
nail 

2 iron can 
fragments 

2 iron handles 
6 fragments sheet 
iron 

4 earthenware 
fragments 

2 bottle body 
fragments 

1 white clay 
pipe stem 
fragment 

1 white clay 
pipe/bowl/stem 
juncture 

1 bird bone 
3 unidentified 
bones 
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Number 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

44A 

44B 

45 

45A 

46 

47 

48 

Elevation 

26.33 

30.67 

28.14 

27.70 

25.79 

23.49 

21.16 

22.28 

21.45 

Type 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Kayak rest 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Description 

Round 

Round 

2 prs. of 
upright stones 

Round 
excavated 

Round with 
hearth 

Disturbed 

Disturbed 

Stone structure 

Disturbed 

Stone 
structure 

Stone 

Bilobate 

Artifacts 

1 machine stamped 
nail 

I iron strapping 
fragment 

II bottle body frag
ments 

1 wood barrel stave 
1 drilled wood tube 
1 seal bone 
14 unidentified 
bones 

2 iron strapping 
fragments 

1 white clay pipe 
bowl/stem juncture 

1 white clay pipe 
stem 

1 pr. wood snow 
goggles 

1 sled cross-piece 
1 carved wood frag
ment 

1 wood shaft section 
1 unidentified bone 

1 seal bone 
3 unidentified bones 

1 iron plate/bowl 
1 iron hoop 
1 white clay pipe 
stem/bowl juncture 

1 wood disc 
3 bone fragments 
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Number 

49 

50 

51 

52 

201 

202 

203 

Elevation 

21.10 

31.56 

24.02 

19.35 

41.58 

37.28 

38.68 

Type 

Tent ring 

Grave 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Description 

Round 

Stone 

Miniature 

Bilobate 
excavated 

Round 

Bilobate 
excavated 

Artifacts 

1 L-shaped iron 
strip 

5 sheet iron frag
ments 

1 bow fragment 
% wood disc 
1 shaft fragment 
2 drilled wood 
fragments 

9 wood fragments 

1 bow 
1 paddle fragment 
1 shaft section 
% wooden bowl 

1 iron tool fragment 
1 iron strapping frag
ment with rivets 

1 iron strapping frag
ment 

34 iron fragments 
1 stoneware jar rim 
fragment-salt glaze 

1 glass fragment 
1 bottle finish 
1 bottle kick-up 
1 bottle body fragment 
1 shaft fragment with 
wooden pin in drill 
hole 

2 white clay pipe bowl 
fragments 

1 unidentified bone 

1 decorative iron 
finial 

1 razor fragment 
1 iron strapping frag
ment with chisel 
cuts 

1 iron fragment 
21 bottle body frag
ments 
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Number 

203 
(con't) 

204 

205 

206 

207 

Elevation 

40.94 

41.16 

44.56 

41.25 

Type 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Description 

Round 

Round 

Round 

Bilobate 

Artifacts 

1 bottle neck frag
ment 

2 seal bones 
1 whale bone 
3 unidentified 
bones 

1 seal bone 
1 unidentified bone 

2 iron sheet frag
ments 

1 square—cut nail 
1 nail shaft frag
ment 

1 spike fragment 
1 gun barrel fragment 
1 strap hinge 
1 part of heavy tool 
1 brass strip 
1 lump of iron 
1 iron rod frag
ment 

2 iron strapping 
fragments rivetted 
together 

23 iron fragments 
1 drilled wood frag
ment 

1 white clay pipe 
bowl fragment 

1 white clay pipe 
bowl fragment 
-T.D. on spur 

1 drilled bone frag
ment 

1 piece modified 
bone 

18 unidentified bones 

17 square cut spike 
fragments 

3 iron strapping 
fragments 

1 wood snow knife 
handle 

Appendix B. 
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Number 

207 
(con't) 

208 

209 

210 

211 

212 

213 

214 

215 

216 

217 

218 

Elevation 

38.73 

37.54 

36.46 

41.06 

43.61 

40.49 

40.90 

32.08 

32.80 

29.26 

42.13 

Type 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Grave 

Tent ring 

Kayak rest 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Description 

Bilobate 

Round 

Round 

Round 

Miniature 

Quartz 
stone pile 
at northwest 
end 

Round 

2 pairs of 
upright stones 

Round 

Round 

Stone 

Artifacts 

1 wood object with 
bone pegs 

1 drilled wood frag
ment 

4 unidentified bones 

3 sled cross-pieces 
4 wood shaft frag
ments 

1 wood fragment 

1 unidentified bone 

1 nail shaft 
7 steatite fragments 

1 iron strapping 
fragment 

1 wood disc fragment 
1 drilled wood frag
ment 

1 unidentified bone 

1 iron can fragment 
1 wood fragment 
5 seal bones 
1 unidentified bone 

1 iron strapping 
fragment 

1 sled cross-piece 
2 pieces wood nailed 
together 

1 wood shaft section 
2 drilled wood strips 
1 wood fragment 
7 unidentified bones 
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Number 

219 

219A 

220 

220A 

221 

221A 

222 

Elevation 

24.69 

18.36 

18.49 

19.77 

Type 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Description 

Round 

Round 

Round 

Stone 

Round 

Round 

Round 

Artifacts 

1 sheet iron handle 
1 iron rivet 
1 sled cross-piece 
1 wood fragment 
1 bone peg 
6 seal bones 
1 whale bone 
14 unidentified 
bones 

1 iron strapping 
fragment 

1 bottle body frag
ment 

1 strip wood 
2 birch bark rolls 
1 seal bone 
2 unidentified bones 

8 iron can fragments 
1 iron strapping 
fragments 

2 steatite fragments 
2 white clay pipe 
stem fragments 

1 barrel head disc 

1 iron strip 

1 iron toggle head 
blade 

3 iron strapping 
fragments rivetted 

3 iron strapping 
fragments 

1 wooden snow knife 
handle 

2 flat wood fragments 
2 seal bones 
1 whale bone 
1 bird bone 

1 iron bar fragment 
1 iron fragment-rolled 
1 wood strip 
4 unidentified bones 

1 flintlock cock 
1 iron can fragment 
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Number 

222 
(con't) 

223 

224 

225 

226 

227 

227A 

228 

Elevation 

19.22 

21.98 

19.22 

19.27 

18.93 

Type 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Description 

Round 
excavated 

Stone 

Round 

Stone 

Round 

Stone 

Bilobate 

Artifacts 

2 iron fragments 
5 drilled wood frag
ments 

1 wood fragment 
5 seal bones 
17 unidentified bones 
1 antler fragment 

1 drilled wood strip 
2 seal bones 
7 unidentified bones 

2 machine-stamped 
nails 

1 iron barrel hoop 
1 iron rod-in wood 
2 iron strapping 
fragments-rivetted 

4 iron strapping 
fragments 

1 iron fragment 
6 seal bones 
2 whale bones 
1 worked whale bone 
4 unidentified bones 
1 piece drilled horn 

1 heavy iron strap 
2 iron strapping 
fragments 

1 wood shaft frag
ment 

1 wood strip 
2 whale bones 
2 unidentified bones 

2 machine-stamped 
nails 

1 iron strapping 
fragment 

1 rolled iron frag
ment 

1 bird bone 
1 unidentified bone 
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Number 

228A 

228B 

229 

230 

231 

Elevation 

26.41 

24.00 

25.78 

Type 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 
nearby 
hearth 

Tent basin 

Tent ring 

Description 

Stone 

Stone 

Excavated 

Round 

Artifacts 

can with spout and 
handle 

1 iron cannister 
10 iron can frag
ments 

3 iron strapping 
fragments 

2 iron fragments 
3 wood strips 
1 wood fragment 
1 birch bark roll 
5 seal bones 
2 bird bones 
22 unidentified 
bones 

4 iron can fragments 
1 iron strapping 
fragments 

1 heavy iron piece 
1 wood cutting block 
1 wood block 
1 grooved wood frag
ment 

1 wood fragment with 
nail 

1 wood fragment 
1 seal bone 
1 whale bone 
7 unidentified 
bones 

1 pair wood snow 
goggles 

1 wood shingle 
2 wood fragments 
1 white clay pipe 
stem/mouthpiece 

3 seal bones 
1 whale bone 
1 bird bone 
17 unidentified 
bones 

1 limestone chunk 

Appendix B. 
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Number 

232 

233 

233A 

233B 

234 

235 

236 

237 

238 

239 

Elevation 

24.65 

25.77 

25.69 

28.98 

18.64 

33.86 

30.82 

30.54 

Type 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Kayak rest 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Description 

Pit 

Round 

Round-small 

Disturbed 

Bilobate 

Disturbed 

Round 
containing 
2 hearths 

2 pairs of 
upright stones 

Stone 

Round 

Artifacts 

1 drilled wood 
strip 

1 white clay pipe 
stem fragment 

1 seal bone 
1 unidentified bone 

3 square-cut nails 
1 bolt 
1 brass bar 
1 iron bar 
1 strapping fragment 
rivetted 

2 strapping fragments 
1 arrow shaft fragment 
1 seal bone 
1 unidentified bone 

2 unidentified bones 

1 hand-wrought nail 
1 iron bar 
1 iron strapping 
fragment 

1 steatite fragment 
1 wood fragment 
2 seal bones 
1 whale bone 
2 bone strips 
7 unidentified bones 

1 iron plate 
18 earthenware 
sherds, Copeland 
"Geranium" 

3 seal bones 

1 iron sheet fragment 
1 seal bone 
2 bone fragments 
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Number 

240 

24 0A 

241 

242 

243 

244 

244A 

244B 

244C 

245 

245A 

Elevation 

24.93 

24.52 

26.15 

31.55 

20.93 

16.63 

Type 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cache 

Stone 
concentration 

Tent ring 

Grave of 
cache 

Description 

Round 

Stone 

Round 

Round 

Stone 

Bilobate 

Stone 

Stone 

37 quartz 
stones 

Bilobate 

Cluster of 
quartz stones 
on one side 

Artifacts 

1 square cut nail 
4 wood shaft frag
ments 

1 sled cross-piece 
1 wood fragment 
1 white clay pipe 

stem fragment 
4 seal bones 

1 bottle fragment 

1 sled cross-piece 
1 flat wood shingle 
1 unidentified bone 

1 seal bone 

1 iron spike 
1 wood shingle 
2 flat wood strips 

2 iron strapping 
fragments 

8 sheet iron frag
ments 

30 seal bones 
4 whale bones 
28 unidentified 
bones 

1 hand-wrought spike 
3 iron can fragments 
1 piece sheet copper 
1 lid of iron box 
1 fragment rusted 

iron 
1 bottle kick-up 
2 seal bones 
11 unidentified bones 
1 limestone fragment 

1 antler fragment 



114 

Appendix B. 

Number 

246 

247 

248 

249 

250 

Elevation 

22.22 

22.21 

22.47 

23.05 

27.68 

Type 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Description 

Disturbed 

Disturbed 

Round 

Round 

Round, cache 
in centre 

Artifacts 

1 pair wood snow 
goggles 

1 wood fragment 
1 white clay pipe 
bowl fragment 

5 seal bones 
1 whale bone 
8 unidentified 
bones 

1 iron strapping 
fragment 

9 bone fragments 

1 steatite fragment 
1 wood fragment 
2 seal bones 
1 unidentified bone 

4 seal bones 
2 unidentified bones 
1 drilled antler 
fragment 

1 square cut spike 
1 brass thimble 
1 lug from iron pail 
1 rivet 
10 iron fragments 
1 bottle body frag
ment 

4 steatite frag
ments 

1 wood handle (?) 
1 wood trough frag
ment 

2 wood shingles 
1 wood shaft frag
ment 

3 drilled wood strips 
7 wood fragments 
1 drilled bone frag
ment 

1 human bone 
2 antler strips-drilled 
2 unidentified bones 
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Number 

251 

252 

253 

254 

255 

255A 

Elevation 

20.18 

22.05 

23.88 

25.04 

34.35 

Type 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Double 
tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Description 

Disturbed 

Round 

Round, contains 
2-3 stone 
hearths 

Bilobate & 
rectangular. 
Rectangular 
one scooped 
out 

Bilobate 
hearth 
nearby 

Round 

Artifacts 

1 wood cylinder 
6 seal bones 
13 unidentified 
bones 

2 iron strapping 
fragments 

1 wood plug 

1 machine-stamped 
nail 

1 square-cut nail 
3 iron strapping 
fragments 

1 iron rod fragment 
1 rolled iron strip 
1 wood plug 
1 drilled wood peg 
1 wood rod 
4 wood fragments 
2 white clay pipe 
stem fragments 

1 seal bone 
25 unidentified 
bones 

1 machine-stamped 
nail 

5 iron can fragments 
1 bottle body sherd 
1 steatite fragment 
3 white clay pipe 
bowl fragments 

1 white clay pipe 
stem 

1 whale bone 
10 unidentified bones 

5 iron can fragments 
1 bottle body sherd 
1 steatite fragment 
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Number 

255A 
(con't) 

256 

260 

261 

Elevation Type 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Miniature 
ring 

Description 

Round 
containing 
3 hearths 

Disturbed 

Rectangular 

Artifacts 

3 white clay pipe 
bowl fragments 

1 white clay pipe 
stem fragment 

1 sheet iron frag
ment 

1 unidentified bone 

1 machine-stamped 
nail 
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Appendix C, Features at the Burch Site (IeKn-9). 

Number 

400 

401 

402 

403 

404 

404A 

404B 

405 

406 

407 

408 

Elevations 

38.59 

36.13 

35.34 

26.58 

26.72 

27.58 

28.47 

29.09 

Type 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

2 Caches 

Grave 

Grave 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Description 

Bilobate 

Bilobate 

Bilobate 

Bilobate 

Stone, 
disturbed 

Bilobate 

Bilobate 

Bilobate 

Bilobate, 
disturbed 

Artifacts 

2 iron strapping 
fragments-rivetted 

1 iron strapping 
fragment 

1 drilled wood piece 
1 grooved wood piece 

1 copper nail shaft 
1 iron fragment 
1 wood fragment 
with copper nail 

1 wood fragment 
1 seal bone 
1 quartz core 

2 iron strapping 
fragments-rivetted 
1 sheet iron frag
ment 

1 barrel stave frag
ment 

7 wood rods 
1 grooved wood frag
ment 

3 wood fragments 
1 seal bone 

2 iron fragments 
3 wood fragments 
5 unidentified bones 

2 copper sheet frag
ments 

1 bottle body sherd 

1 white clay pipe stem 
2 seal bones 
2 unidentified bones 
1 gunflint fragment 
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Number 

408A 

409 

410 

410A 

411 

412 

413 

413A 

414 

415 

416 

417 

418 

419 

420 

421 

421A 

422 

423 

424 

425 

426 

427 

Elevations 

28.35 

25.97 

22.00 

29.43 

29.30 

31.13 

22.50 

31.43 

31.04 

30.28 

29.21 

27.88 

29.16 

27.82 

28.08 

28.15 

28.09 

29.21 

28.76 

Type 

Kayak rest 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Kayak rest 

Kayak rest 

Tent ring 

3 Caches 

Tent ring 

grave 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Kayak rest 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Description 

Bilobate 

Round, 
excavated 

Boulder at one 
end; 2 upright 
stones at the 
other 

Round 

Round 

Stone vault 
against 
boulder 

Round 

Round 

2 pairs 
upright 
stones 

Round 

Stone 

Round 

Stone 

Stone 

Stone 

Stone 

Round 

Stone 

Artifacts 

4 iron can fragments 
1 wood paddle frag
ment 

1 wood fragment 
1 unidentified bone 
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Number 

427A 

428 

428A 

429 

430 

431 

431A 

432 

433 

433A 

433B 

434 

4 34 A 

435 

435A 

436 

436A 

438 

438A 

438B 

438C 

Elevations 

29.13 

29.11 

29.81 

28.95 

28.80 

25.91 

32.18 

38.76 

29.84 

24.67 

Type 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Kayak rest 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cache 

2 Kayak rests 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Description 

Bilobate 

Miniature 

Round, 2 
courses of 
masonry 

2 pairs of 
upright stones 

Bilobate 

Round 

Round - 2 
tiers of 
masonry 

Disturbed 

Stone 

Bilobate 
1 hearth N. 
side of E lobe 
1 hearth N. 
side of W. lobe 

Stone 

Artifacts 

1 wood rod 
4 wood fragments 
1 piece whale bone-

drilled 
1 seal bone 
1 bear bone 
5 unidentified bones 

1 flake 



Appendix C. 

120 

Number 

438D 

439 

439A 

440 

440A 

441 

442 

443 

44 3A 

444 

445 

446 

447 

448 

449 

450 

451 

452 

453 

45 3A 

454 

Elevations 

25.13 

25.18 

26.16 

23.03 

23.24 

34.82 

35.74 

34.71 

34.90 

35.49 

36.11 

27.80 

40.96 

39.17 

36.33 

39.73 

Type 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Stone 
concentration 

Kayak rest 

Kayak rest 

Kayak rest 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring-
minature 

Grave 

Kayak rest 

Kayak rest 

Quartz 
concentration 

Tent ring 

Description 

Stone 

Stone 

Round 

Round 

Oval 

Round 

White quartz 
and red stone 

2 Prs. of 
upright stones 

2 Prs. of 
upright stones 

2 Prs. of 
upright stones 

Stone 

Stone-
disturbed 

Quartz 
concentration 

Sled (?) & 
stones placed 
over it 

2 Prs. of 
stones 

2 Prs. 
upright 
stones 

Bilobate 

Artifacts 

1 wood paddle 

1 wood shaft 

1 machine-stamped 
nail 

1 tinkling cone 
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Number 

454 
(con't) 

455 

456 

457 

458 

459 

Elevations 

35.88 

34.90 

34.12 

34.77 

35.16 

Type 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Description 

Round 

Round 

Round 

Round 

Round 

Artifacts 

1 diamond rivet 
1 copper fragment 
2 iron sheet frag
ments 

1 carved wood dog 
1 wood disc fragment 
4 wood fragments 
1 seal bone 
1 unidentified bone 

2 white clay pipe 
stem fragments 

1 seal bone 
7 unidentified bones 
1 antler fragment 

5 iron can fragments 
1 iron strapping 
fragment 

1 machine-stamped 
nail 

3 tinkler fragments 
12 iron can frag
ments 

7 iron sheet frag
ments 

1 sled runner tip 
1 wood rod fragment 
1 white clay pipe 
stem 

3 bowl fragments 
3 unidentified bones 
1 leather remnant 

2 hand-wrought nails 
1 stoneware, salt 
glazed jar body 
sherd 

1 wood shaft frag
ment 

2 wood strips rivet-
ted with copper 
rivets 

1 drilled wood fragments 
1 grooved & drilled 
wood fragment 
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Number 

459 
(con't) 

460 

460A 

461 

462 

462A 

463 

464 

465 

466 

467 

468 

Elevations 

36.20 

35.09 

34.86 

32.57 

35.81 

38.79 

32.95 

31.47 

33.95 

Type 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cairn 

Cairn 

Kayak rest 

Kayak rest 

Tent ring 

Stone 
alignment 

Kayak rest 

Kayak rest 

Tent ring 

Description 

Round 

Stone 

Stone 

2 Prs. of 
upright stone 

2 Prs. of 
upright stone 

Round 

2 Parallel 
lines of 
stones 

2 Prs. of 
upright 
stones 

2 Prs. of 
upright 
stones 

Round 

Artifacts 

3 wood fragments 
2 unidentified bones 
1 decayed cloth frag
ment 

28 iron can fragments 
1 iron fragment-
rolled edge 

1 wood handle 

1 machine-stamped 
nail 

1 square cut nail 
1 hand-wrought nail 
1 cannon ball frag
ment 

2 iron rim fragments 
3 iron sheet frag
ments 

1 white clay pipe 
stem 

1 drilled wood slab 
2 whale bones 
2 unidentified 
bones 
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Number 

469 

470 

470A 

471 

471A 

472 

473 

474 

475 

476 

477 

Elevations 

31.53 

34.42 

32.13 

30.44 

32.39 

32.85 

32.80 

38.72 

29.27 

Type 

Fox trap 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Description 

Stone 

Stone 

Round 

Round 

Round 

Round 

Round 

Round 

Round 

Round 

Artifacts 

1 machine-stamped 
nail 

3 bottle body frag
ments 

1 bottle base frag
ment 

8 unidentified bones 

8 white clay pipe 
bowl fragments 

2 unidentified bones 

1 hand-wrought nail 
1 ulu 
18 iron can frag
ments 

1 wood net float 
2 tapered wood 
objects 

1 wood shingle 
1 wood fragment 
1 unidentified bone 

2 seal bones 

1 square cut nail 
1 iron fragment 
1 stoneware jar body 
fragment 

1 bottle glass 
fragment 

1 white clay pipe 
stem fragment 

2 seal bones 
1 unidentified bone 

1 tin can lid frag
ment 

1 iron strapping 
fragment 

1 wood arrow shaft 
fragment 
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Number 

477 
(conft) 

478 

479 

479A 

480 

480A 

480B 

480C 

481 

482 

482A 

483 

484 

485 

486 

487 

488 

488A 

489 

490 

490A 

491 

Elevations 

29.09 

30.03 

29.84 

29.43 

29.62 

30.76 

30.96 

29.05 

29.15 

29.69 

29.34 

27.24 

27.75 

Type 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Grave 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Description 

Round 

Round 

Round 

2 Courses 
masonry 

Round 

Bilobate, 
excavated 

Round 

Stone 

Bilobate 

Round 

Ovoid 

Stone 

Round 

Round 

Artifacts 

1 wood barrel head 
fragment 

2 wood fragments 
12 seal bones 

5 iron can fragments 
1 earthenware sherd 
1 wood shaft frag
ment 

1 wood drilled rod 
1 unidentified bone 

1 birch bark roll 
1 unidentified bone 

1 seal bone 
2 unidentified bones 
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Number 

492 

493 

494 

495 

496 

497 

497A 

497B 

497C 

498 

498A 

Elevations 

30.41 

29.79 

29.71 

29.89 

30.85 

31.96 

31.93 

Type 

Hunting 
station 

Hunting 
station 

Hunting 
station 

Tent ring 

3 Caches 

Tent ring 

Quartz 
concentration 

Cache 

Quartz 
concentration 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Description 

Round 

Round 

Round 

Miniature 

Stone 

Round 

Round 

Bilobate 

Artifacts 

3 unidentified 
bones 

1 machine cut nail 
1 iron strapping 
fragment 

3 sheet iron frag
ments with rolled 
edges 

1 sheet iron frag
ment 

1 wood bow drill 
mouthpiece 

1 wood rod 
1 wood fragment 

1 machine-stamped 
nail 

1 nail head fragment 
1 nail shaft fragment 
1 sheer copper frag
ment 

1 iron fragment 
2 bottle base frag
ments 

1 white clay pipe 
mouthpiece fragment 

1 white clay pipe 
stem fragment 
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Number 

49 8A 
(con't) 

499 

500 

501 

502 

503 

504 

505 

506 

508 

509 

510 

511 

512 

513 

514 

515 

515A 

Elevations 

31.66 

56.24 

56.72 

55.99 

56.65 

51.59 

50.24 

46.11 

28.93 

26.50 

26.77 

26.90 

24.96 

21.37 

19.73 

Type 

Cache 

Fox trap 

Cache 

Bowl 
shaped 
structure 

Cache 

Cache 

Grave 

Cache 

Fox trap 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Description 

Stone 

Stone 

Pit 

Pit 

Pit 

Stone 

Stone 

Stone 

Round 

Round 

Round 

Round 

Round 
hearth on 
the inside 
of E. side 

Stone 

Trianguloid 

Artifacts 

4 white clay pipe 
bowl fragments 

1 seal bone 
4 unidentified bones 

1 rolled sheet iron 
strip 

1 wood rod 

3 iron can fragments 
1 porcelain doorknob 
fragment 

2 arrow shafts 
1 white clay pipe 
stem 

3 unidentified bones 

14 unidentified 
bones 

1 can (top) fragment 
2 iron can rim frag
ments 

2 wood fragments 
2 unidentified bones 
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Number 

516 

517 

518 

519 

520 

521 

521A 

522 

522A 

523 

524 

525 

525A 

526 

600 

Elevations 

18.32 

20.22 

17.10 

27.99 

27.71 

29.63 

30.07 

32.75 

36.13 

39.62 

32.23 

Type 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Grave 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Fox trap 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Description 

Round 

Round 

Round 
hearth on 
N. side 

Round 

Round, 
small hearth 
outside of NE 
side 

Stone 

Round 

Miniature, 
round 

Stone 

Rectangular 
cache at E. 
end 

Miniature, 
2 piles of 
white quartz 
present 

Round 
excavated 

Artifacts 

1 iron barrel hoop 
2 iron can fragments 
1 wood drilled frag
ment 

1 seal bone 
9 unidentified bones 

2 sheet zinc frag
ments 

1 wood pin 
1 wood plug 
1 wood rod 
1 wood pointed object 
1 wood drilled frag
ment 

4 unidentified bones 

1 white clay pipe 
mouthpiece & stem 

1 antler tine tip 
2 unidentified bones 
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Number 

600A 

602 

603 

604 

604A 

604B 

605 

606 

607 

60 7A 

608 

609 

609A 

Elevations 

28.85 

26.81 

26.64 

25.74 

22.41 

22.55 

22.61 

Type 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Description 

Stone 

Round 

Round 

Stone 

Stone 

Bilobate 

Round 

Stone 

Bilobate 

Artifacts 

1 square cut nail 
2 shotgun shell 

cases 
2 flat iron file 
fragments 

1 bottle fragment 
"Essence of 
Peppermint" 

1 wood strip 
1 wood fragment 

1 wood rod 
1 wood fragment 

1 wood peg 
6 wood fragments 
1 white clay pipe 
stems 

1 bone fragment 

1 iron strapping 
fragment 

1 white clay pipe 
bowl/stem juncture 

10 unidentified 
bones 

1 hafting tang of 
table knife 

1 drilled wood flat 
object 

1 seal bone 
3 unidentified bones 

1 flintlock lock 
plate 
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Number 

610 

611 

612 

613 

613A 

614 

614A 

614B 

614C 

615 

Elevations 

22.40 

22.25 

26.23 

27.99 

28.63 

28.17 

Type 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Description 

Stone 

Ovoid 

Stone 

Bilobate 
hearth in 
constriction 

Round 

Round 

Artifacts 

1 unidentified bone 

2 square cut nail 
1 unidentified nail 
1 wood fragment 
1 seal bone 
16 unidentified 
bones 

1 iron sheet frag
ment 

1 wood plug 
1 wood shaft frag
ment 

1 flat narrow wood 
plank 

1 seal bone 
5 unidentified bones 

4 sheet iron vessel 
fragments 

1 sheet iron handle 
1 iron strapping 
fragment 

3 iron can fragments 
6 iron fragments 
1 birch bark roll 
1 wood rod fragment 
1 wood rod fragment 
-drilled 

3 seal bones 
6 unidentified bones 

1 iron cannister rim 
fragment 

1 white clay pipe 
bowl/stem juncture 

2 white clay pipe 
bowl fragments 
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Number 

615 
(con't) 

615A 

616 

617 

617A 

617B 

618 

619 

620 

621 

621A 

622 

623 

Elevations 

25.33 

26.21 

24.93 

24.26 

28.31 

28.48 

28.50 

27.92 

Type 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

12 Caches 

Cache 

Cache 

Quartz 
concentration 

Tent ring 

Description 

Stone 

Stone 

Stone 

Stone 

Stone 

Bilobate 

Round 
hearth in 
SE quadrant 

Artifacts 

1 birch bark roll 
3 wood strips-
drilled 

1 wood strip-
slotted 

1 flat strip wood 
1 seal bone 
1 whale bone 
14 unidentified 
bones 

1 square cut nail 
6 iron can fragments 
1 bottle finish 
1 wood snow goggles 
1 wood pin 
1 wood peg 
1 wood shaft frag
ment 

1 wood handle with 
scarfed edge & 
knob 

6 seal bones 
23 unidentified 
bones 

1 wood beam 
1 wood rod 
1 wood shaft frag
ment 

2 seal bones 
8 unidentified bones 
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Number 

623A 

623B 

624 

625 

626 

627 

627A 

628 

629 

629A 

629B 

629C 

629D 

630 

Elevations 

27.97 

27.17 

26.65 

26.02 

27.17 

27.45 

27.74 

Type 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Cache 

Description 

Stone 

Round 

Stone 

Round 

Disturbed 

Oval 

Stone 

Artifacts 

7 earthenware, trans
fer, "Willow" 
fragments 

3 earthenware frag
ments 

1 bottle body frag
ment 

1 iron object with 
raised rim 

10 unidentified 
bones 

1 sheet copper frag
ment 

1 iron handle 
2 iron strapping 
fragments 

1 iron strip 
3 iron fragments 
3 unidentified bones 

1 iron strapping 
fragment 

1 bird bone 

1 barrel lid 
1 flat wood strip 
5 seal bones 
8 unidentified bones 

2 square cut nails 
1 wood shaft frag
ment 

2 wood fragments 
1 unidentified bone 
1 burnt gunflint 
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Number 

631 

6 31A 

632 

632A 

633 

633A 

633B 

634 

634A 

634B 

Elevations 

22.77 

22.40 

22.27 

20.73 

Type 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cache 

Description 

Round 

Bilobate 

Miniature 

Bilobate 

Round 
hearth in 
SE corner 

Artifacts 

1 wood strip 
3 whale bones 
2 unidentified 
bones 

1 gunflint 

1 iron vessel frag
ment with rolled 
rim 

1 rectangular iron 
sheet with 
perforation 

1 iron strapping 
fragment 

9 iron can fragments 
1 iron sheet frag
ment 

1 sled cross-piece 
1 wood shaft frag
ment 

8 seal bones 
17 unidentified 
bones 

1 half of hatchet 
head 

1 lead foil fragment 
1 iron fragment with 
perforation 

1 earthenware sherd 
-Copeland B-772 
transfer 

1 wood fragment 
2 seal bones 
1 caribou bone 
26 unidentified 
bones 
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Number 

635 

636 

637 

637A 

638 

639 

640 

641 

642 

643 

644 

645 

645A 

645B 

645C 

646 

64 6 A 

64 6B 

681 

Elevations 

21.79 

25.29 

25.23 

19.15 

20.00 

21.99 

22.16 

25.88 

25.97 

26.04 

25.95 

22.29 

27.09 

Type 

Tent ring 

Hunting 
station 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Cache 

Tent ring 

Description 

Bilobate 

Round 

Stone 

Round 

Round 

Bilobate 

Bilobate 

Stone 

Stone 

Round 

Bilobate 

Round 

Round 

Bilobate 

Artifacts 

1 iron strapping 
fragment 

1 seal bone 
4 bone fragments 

1 tree trunk frag
ment 

1 seal bone 

1 iron strapping 
fragment 

1 seal bone 

1 barrel stave 
1 sawn wood splinter 
1 white clay pipe 

stem 

1 wood shaft frag
ment 

4 sled cross-pieces 

1 flintlock lock 
plate 

1 iron ferrule? 
1 iron object with 

2 straps rivetted 

on 
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Number 

681 
(con't) 

682 

682A 

682B 

683 

684 

684A 

685 

Elevations 

28.95 

28.93 

26.78 

25.02 

Type 

• 

Cache 

2 Caches 

10 Caches 

Tent ring 

Tent ring 

Quartz 
concentration 

Cache 

Description 

Stone 

Bilobate 
kayak rest 
in centre 

Bilobate 

Stone 

Artifacts 

1 thin iron sheet 
with nail rivet 

8 iron can fragments 
14 iron fragments 
1 earthenware 
saucer fragment 
- Copeland lily 
- transfer 

3 wood trough frag
ments 

1 splinter 
1 wood fragment 
1 white clay pipe 
stem 

5 seal bones 
1 antler section 
30 unidentified 
bones 

1 corroded nail 
1 iron strapping 
fragment 

3 white earthenware 
sherds 

2 wood fragments 
1 seal bone 
1 unidentified bone 

1 copper strip 
1 rim fragment 
of an iron 
kettle 

2 unidentified bones 
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