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Introduction
A study of surviving pre-1914 architecture in Vancouver
covers a period of less than 28 years.

In June 1886, a

fire levelled most of the city's initial frame buildings.
By 1912 it had attained a population of over 100,000 and
boasted the fastest growth rate of any major city on the
West Coast.

In the interim, Vancouver had amassed a locally-

based construction industry capable of fabricating skyscrapers
reaching seventeen storeys in height, and mass-producing
popular housing for local and regional markets on a scale
unmatched in the Pacific North West.
The present paper is intended primarily to serve as
an introduction to the building reports which follow.
It undertakes to place these structures within the context
of prevailing trends and influences which affected the
city's architecture during this rather frenzied phase of
its history.

The 1886-1914 period has been divided into

three separate periods characterized by differences in
architects, designs, and technology.

Each period has been

dealt with under the following sub-sections:

economic

climate and physical growth, prevalent materials and building
restrictions, architects and builders, predominant styles
and surviving examples.
as a brief summary only.

The first section is intended
The list of examples cited in
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the fourth section include structures in Vancouver
in which the CIHB has prepared historical
reports ; these are indicated by asterisks (*). As the
paper seeks to document general trends and major figures,
it is inevitable that many notable designers, stylistic
features and specific structures have been omitted or overlooked.

Part 1;
a)

1886-1898

General Economic Climate and Physical Growth

Vancouver's boom-town beginnings as western terminus of
the Canadian Pacific Railway were momentarily curtailed
in June 1886, when a fire eliminated most of the hastilybuilt buildings within the core of the city.

The fire

proved less a disaster than a purge, for within months
the city had been rebuilt with quickly-passed fire regulations
controlling the construction of buildings within the central
area.

For the next seven years Vancouver experienced sustained

and rapid growth:

its population rose from less than 1,000

to 16,000 while assessable property values climbed from
$2,639,877 in the year following the fire to $18,865,705
in 1893. These first years were characterized by an intensely
speculative economic climate which partially collapsed
during the recession years of the mid-1890s.

The city

initially lacked a solid commercial base apart from its
long-established saw mills and the construction and operation of
new CPR shops and yards.

Regional trade remained in the hands
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of Victoria and New Westminster-based merchants until close
to the end of the century.

This restricted base in turn imposed

limitations on the variety and scale of commercial buildings
erected in the city, while the predominantly working class
composition of its population determined the most prevalent
2
types of residential designs.
The physical appearance of Vancouver by 1898 is best
shown by the bird's eye map of the city published in that
year.

In fact the majority of buildings had been erected

prior to 1893; the recession years had caused a stagnation
in assessment values ($18,301,084 in 1894 to $17,224,389
in 1898) and a corresponding decline in construction which
only began to revive in 1898 with the commencement of Klondike
trade.

The city consisted of a compact commercial core

bounded by the waterfront, Carrall, Pender and Granville
Streets, which contained predominatly two, three and four
storey brick and stone buildings.

The waterfront was lined

by CPR trackage and predominated by the imposing 1898 Chateaustyle station, Hastings Mill complex, and several smaller
industries.

The other centre of industrial development

was the north bank of False Creek where saw mills began
locating after 1889 following construction of the CPR shops
and roundhouse.

The residential areas remained within

a fairly compact area for the most part; with the exception
of the early suburbs of Mount Pleasant and Fairview which
had been opened following completion of tramline extensions
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around 1890, most housing was located within one mile of
3
the central business core.
Greatest concentrations occurred
in the East End (Strathcona), central portions of the West
End, and the area lying between the core and False Creek,
occasionally referred to as Yaletown.

Although conspicuous

gaps in settlement were evident, housing density was high
in parts of these districts due to small lot sizes (25,
33 and 66 ft. widths) and non-existant fire restrictions.
Prosperous individuals purchased larger lots, particularly
in the West End, but inflating land values encouraged extensive
infill housing with the result being a recurring pattern
of large homes on corner lots, with densely packed smaller
structures sandwiched in between.

This became particularly

prevalent in the West End.
b)

Prevalent Materials and Building Restrictions

A variety of elements imposed controls upon the nature
of building in Vancouver between 1886 and 1898.
the ready availability of materials:

One was

several major lumber

mills located on Burrard Inlet prior to the creation of
the city quickly regeared to supply the growing local market.
By 1887 three firms were advertising complete lines of
4
wooden building products in the local directory.
The
following year six were in operation.
at 12 in 1894.

The number peaked

Predominant suppliers during the period

were the Hastings, Royal city and Moodyville Planing Mills,
Robertson and Hackett, Tait's Sawmill and the Spicer Shingle
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Mills.

Such operations made Vancouver the largest milling

centre in the province, and their products naturally enough
enjoyed favour as the overwhelmingly predominant building
material in the city.

In 1891 all but 123 of the 2,231

houses in the city were listed as being of wood construction.
Brick and stone were also available locally.

5

Four

brickyards were in operation by 1895, but none survived
to the end of the decade.

The major source of bricks was

a number of brickworks located at Haney, a small community
located several miles up the Fraser River.

One local

stone quarry, Keefer and Godden Co., operated during the
early 1890s, but primary sources were located on the Gulf
Islands (Pender, and later Gabriola Islands) and at Duncan
on Vancouver Island.
Cast iron columns and store fronts for commercial
blocks were supplied locally by three foundries, Ross and
Howard, the Vancouver City Foundry and Machine Works, and
the British Columbia Iron Works.

Individual firm's names

are visible on surviving columns throughout the Gastown
area.
As previously mentioned, a building by-law was passed
in July 1886, immediately following the fire.

This regulation

established a fire limit which encompassed the commercial
7
.
.
.
core of the city.
Within this area the following restrictions
were in effect:
No building of any description shall be erected in
the fire limits unless the outside or party walls
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shall be constructed of stone, brick or iron, or other
incombustible material, and all buildings which shall
or may be erected in the fire limits shall have front
and rear walls of not less than 12 inches thickness,
and if two storey they shall have 16 inch wall first
and 12 inch second, and the front wall shall rise
18 inches above the roof.
In addition, wooden bay or oriel windows projecting
over three feet were prohibited for buildings over two
storeys in height, not counting basements.

In the case

of dwellings erected within the fire limits, walls could
be four inches less in thickness than those of commercial
buildings.

The result was a preponderance of solidly built

brick and stone buildings within the commercial core, ringed
by increasingly densely packed residential and industrial
districts where wood was the universal medium.

Notable

exceptions beyond the fire limits were a series of six
large brick schools built during the 1890s in the various
residential districts.
c)

Initial Architects and Construction Industry

Because of its geographical position, Vancouver received
architectural influences from two directions.

The natural

flow of population and ideas along the west coast from
San Francisco had an immediate impact.

Completion of the

CPR initiated a similar flow from the east.

The first

architects to arrive in Vancouver generally arrived by
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the latter route.

Most were English born and trained.

They had moved to Canada—occasionally under the aegis
of the CPR, and practised in various parts of eastern Canada
before beginning the "hop" to the west coast, via Winnipeg.
Notable members of this group and previous Canadian cities
in which they worked are as follows:
C O . Wickenden:

St. John (1876); Winnipeg
Vancouver

William Blackmore:

(1881);

(1888).

Winnipeg (c. 1881); Vancouver
(1887).

William T. Dalton:

Winnipeg (1881); Vancouver
(c. 1890).

R. MacKay Fripp, a highly trained architect with experience
as an assistant to Sir Horace Jones, City Architect of
London, reached Vancouver from the opposite direction,
after establishing successful practices in Australia and
9
New Zealand.
The only notable architect known to have established
a permanent practice in Vancouver after moving north from
California was N.S. Hoffar, the most prolific of the city's
early building designers.

Hoffar received his formal training

in San Francisco during the 1860s, practiced in Oregon,
Seattle, and Victoria prior to arriving in Vancouver in
1886:
Upon his arrival here the city was in an embryo state
and, as there was nothing doing in his profession
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of architecture, he engaged extensively in contracting.
Building was, however, soon to commence, and he had
the honor of erecting the first brick structure in
the city, since which he has put up twenty-six brick
blocks and a great many residences.
Whereas few Canadian-born and trained architects practised
in Vancouver prior to 1898 (G.W. Grant, a native of Pictou,
Nova Scotia whose early office was located in New Westminster
was a notable exception), major local contractors were
frequently natives of eastern Canada; E. Cook, a native
of Perth, Ontario, and G.S. McConnell from Argenteuil,
Quebec, were two examples.
A further source of designs appearing in Vancouver
during its infancy consisted of prestigeous eastern Canadian
and American architects commissioned by the CPR.

As the

dominant landowner in the city, the firm pursued an aggressive
policy to draw the commercial core away from the water
front area towards Granville Street where it controlled
the bulk of available real estate.

Similarly, the West

End's promotion as the most desirable residential area
was a result of CPR-sponsored promotion.

A primary aspect

of this promotion was the construction of sophisticated
buildings by CPR executives as a means of inducing further
investment in the respective areas.

Thus, in 1886, the

firm commissioned New York architect Bruce Price to design
a sophisticated shingle-style residence on Georgia Street
to house CPR executive J.M. Browning.

Its construction
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occurred at the same time as Price was popularizing the
style with similar designs in New York's fashionable Tuxedo
Park. 12

This building was followed by a succession of

substantial business blocks clustered around the intersection
of Granville and Georgia Streets.

No fewer than three

of these were designed by Price, while the Montreal-based
firm of J.W. and E.C. Hopkins was responsible for a fourth.
Clients were William Van H o m e , Sir George Stephen, Sir
Donald Smith and Harry Abbot respectively. 13

Unfortunately,

all of these buildings have vanished during the extensive
redevelopment of the area.

They nevertheless suggest a

fascinating, if abortive, attempt, to impose an instant
urban sophistication upon a community which remained in
fact a remote frontier boom town.
During its initial building boom Vancouver's construction
industry became numerically as large as that of Victoria,
although the number of architects remained somewhat smaller.
This reflected the contrasting economic conditions in the
two cities.

Although Vancouver's growth rate was considerably

larger, the presence of the provincial government, wealthy
elites, and long-established mercantile houses made Victoria
a more lucrative market for architect-designed structures.
Construction of the Legislative Assembly alone buoyed up
Victoria's economy during the 1893-98 period. 14

This more

stable base shielded Victoria's construction industry from
the brunt of the recession which curtailed building in
Vancouver during the mid-1890s, and encouraged a number
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of architects to move there after brief stays in the newer
city (examples were T.C. Sorby, F.M. Rattenbury and Thomas
Hooper).
An indication of the scope of building activity in the two
cities before the turn of the century is provided by the
numbers of architects and contractors listed in Vancouver and
Victoria city directories of the period:
1889 1891 1893 1895 1898
architects
Vancouver
contractors
architects
Victoria
contractors
d)

8

8

12

11

7

46
8

57
12

98
17

86
19

n.a.
9

25

82

86

88

n.a.

Predominant Styles, Surviving Examples

Most existing documentation on pre-1898 Vancouver architecture
is restricted to commercial and institutional buildings;
a lower survival rate, particularly among larger architectdesigned examples, makes documentation of the earliest
residential structures somewhat more difficult.
The commercial buildings within the downtown core
were a source of civic pride to early Vancouverites.

The

editor of the 1889 British Columbia Directory observed:
To one accustomed to Western cities, which have grown
rapidly, Vancouver is a surprise; its handsome
blocks of buildings of three and four stories,
built of granite, brick and iron, with plate
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glass fronts, would be an ornament to any
city in the Dominion. 15
Virtually

all buildings within this area were of

wooden joist construction with brick or stone veneers.
The latter material was far less frequently used as wall
material, although it was often employed as trim on brick
structures.

As previously mentioned the variety of building

types was relatively restricted:

hotels, retail stores

and office blocks were the predominant buildings.

Hotels

were concentrated on the south side of Water Street (known
as "Hotel Row"), as well as on Carrall and Cambie Streets.
Notable exceptions were the first CPR Hotel Vancouver,
by far the largest in the city, which was located beyond
the core area at the corner of Georgia and Granville
(see bird's eye map) and the Yale Hotel, far out Granville
Street in the vicinity of the CPR shops and roundhouse.
A cross-section of surviving examples includes the following
buildings:
Byrnes Block (Alhambra Hotel), 2 Water Street (1887)
- architect:

E.H. Fisher (Victoria, Seattle)

Arlington Hotel, 306 W. Cordova St.
- Architect:

N.S. Hoffar (1888) (10101008100306)

*Terminus Hotel, 30 Water Street (1888-9) (10101007200028)
- Architects: Bunning and Kelso (Seattle
Commercial Hotel, 340 Cambie Street (1896)
- Architect unknown
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King's (Tremont) Hotel, 208 Carrall Street
- Architect:

N.S. Hoffar

Boulder Hotel, 1 West Cordova Street (1890)
- Architect:

R. MacKay Fripp

•Yale Hotel, 1300 Granville Street (1888) (1010100120130)
- Architect:

N.S. Hoffar.

Cordova Street was the initial retailing and office
district, although similar structures began appearing along
nearby West Hastings, Granville and Westminster (Main)
Streets during the late 1880s.

Notable examples are:

•Lonsdale Block (Dunn-Miller), 14-28 West Cordova (1889)
- Architect:

N.S. Hoffar (10101008100014-28)

•Springer-Van Brame Block, 301 West Cordova (1888)
(101010081000301)
- Architect:

N.W. Hoffar

•Home Block, 311 West Cordova (1889)
- Architect:

N.S. Hoffar (10101008100311-15)

Holland Block, 364 Water Street (c. 1890)
- Architect unknown
•Empire (Lefevre) Block, 601 West Hastings (1888-9)
- Architect:

C O . Wickenden (10101001900605)

Bank of British Columbia, 490 West Hastings (1889)
- Architect:

T.C. Sorby

Ferguson Block, 200 Carrall Street (1888)
- Architect:

R. MacKay Fripp

•Vermilyea Block, 925 Granville Street (1891)
- Architect:

William Blackmore (10101001200925)
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The majority of architect-designed commercial structures
displayed features characteristic of building styles currently
in vogue in most major cities, scaled to meet the peculiar
economic climate of this new boom town. Architects with
widely diverse backgrounds—N.S. Hoffar, T.C. Sorby and
R. MacKay Fripp for example, provided their clients with
Italianate and Italian Renaissance designs which seemed
to be particularly popular; the Lonsdale, Home, Masonic,
Bank of B.C. and Ferguson Blocks are examples.

C O . Wickenden's

most notable business blocks, the Empire and Innes-Thompson
Buildings, both featured Romanesque Revival designs. It
has been conjectured that this may be attributable to the
architect's exposure to that particular style while in
Winnipeg.

While fire regulations discouraged the extensive

use of bay-windows in the downtown core, a number of early
blocks such as the Terminus Hotel and Holland Block display
this feature popularly attributed to San Francisco influences.
Beyond the fire limits brick and stone were frequently
replaced by wood for commercial structures.

Upon occasion

designs seen on brick buildings in the fire limits were
translated into wood (eg. 239 East Hastings); vernacular
designs were frequently "boomtown" false front structures
such as a series of three surviving on the 400 block, Powell
Street.
Surviving industrial buildings from the pre-1898 period
are limited to the CPR roundhouse and a variety of brick
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service structures located on the north bank of False
Creek which were erected prior to 1891.
The survival rate among churches, schools and institutional
buildings is similarly low.

Among the dominant structures

of pre-1898 Vancouver was the stone Renaissance Revival
court house designed by Sorby in 1889 with an 1891 addition
by Hoffar (see 10101001500800, Figures 1 and 3). This
structure was torn down upon completion of its successor
in 1914. The city embarked on an ambitious school building
program during the late 1880s and 1890s. Of the six towered
and turreted brick buildings indicated on the 1898 Bird's
eye map, two survive in 1975. One of these, the Sir William
Dawson School, 901 Helmcken, was designed by G.W. Grant,
then supervising architect for the school board.
now empty and slated for demolition.

It is

The original East

End School, designed by Thomas Hooper and completed in
1891, is long demolished, but an adjacent 1897 structure
by William Blackmore survives, although it was severely
damaged by fire in October 1974.

Two other notable institutional structures are C.O.
Wickenden's Christ Church Cathedral (1888-95), 690 Burrard
Street, and the Alexandra Neighbourhood House (1891-originally
Alexandra Hospital) by C.E. Hope, located at 1726 West
7th Avenue in Fairview.
Most of Vancouver's earliest residential districts
as delineated in a previous CIHB paper by Julia Cruckshank 17
have undergone extensive redevlopment, resulting in a
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rather fragmented selection of surviving pre-1898 examples.
Certain generalizations can nevertheless be made about
pre-1898 housing:

shiplap siding was almost universally

employed for external sheathing, although wood shingling
was applied for decorative trim and second storey sheathing;
inset panels of contrasting vertical or diagonal planking
were frequently incorporated below major windows, particularly
on bays; bracketing and consoles were prominent eves features;
the bell-cast roof treatment characteristic of later Vancouver
housing was rarely employed, particularly on popular housing.
Narrow lot sizes encouraged compact multi-storeyed
designs, while abundant and cheap lumber permitted relatively
large floor areas.

The 1891 census indicates that over

half of the dwellings in the city contained six to ten
rooms and were two storeys in height.18 Typical lots in
residential areas were 25 and 33 feet in width, although
prosperous individuals frequently purchased several, particularly
on corners.

The volume of production was low, the typical

pattern being construction of individual houses for specific
clients.

Exceptions were rows of small cottages erected

for rental purposes, or rows of three or four similar designs
built by individual contractors.

The prevailing pattern

was one of gradual infill which resulted in considerable
variation in designs within individual blocks.
A distinction is frequently made between the housing
of the various residential areas:

the predominantly working-
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class East End, Yaletown and Mount Pleasant are contrasted
to the more fashionable and upper class West End.

While

the latter area unquestionably contained the majority of
large and sophisticated homes, it did not remain an exclusive
area.

Modest infill housing similar to that of other districts

became common in this area, while occasional large homes
were located in the other districts.
House styles were direct borrowings from other areas,
reflecting the newness of the community.

Sophisticated

eastern designs were employed on upper class West End housing,
particularly that of CPR executives (the afore-mentioned
CPR cottage-B by Bruce Price being the most noteworthy
example); vernacular housing ranged from austere one and
two storey boxes to remarkably ornamented, highly individualistic efforts reflecting the abundance of locally-available
lumber supplies.
None of the largest homes from the pre-1898 period
survive due to redevelopment.

The oversized lots on which

they were constructed were the first to be utilized for
highrise reconstruction.

Hense the wide variety of Shingle

Style, Queen Ann and Italiante designs evident on the bird's
eye map and in early photos has almost completely vanished.
Pre-1898 Residential examples included in the CIHB Survey
are consequently confined to smaller examples falling into
a category which might be loosely termed "vernacular".
They include the following:
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*Gustave Roedde house, 1415 Barclay Street (1893)
(10101001001415)
*Hodson house, 1417 West 8th Avenue (1894) (10101009301417)
*522 Alexander Street (1892) (10101000700522)
1025 Thurlow Street (demolished 1975) (10101002401025)
As suggested above, housing covered a wide range of
shapes and designs during this period.

Nevertheless certain

characteristics were prevalent within the city.

A hip-

roofed Italianate design, basically rectangular in layout,
and frequently featuring a shallow-projecting two storey
front bay window and bracketing, survives in the oldest
residential section of the city, the waterfront area adjacent
to the former Hastings Mill site. (522 Alexander Street).
Another noteworthy example stands at 1360 Hornby Street
in the former Yaletown district, although not included
in the CIHB Survey.

A variation on this mode, featuring

a gable rather than hip-roofed projecting bay window, began
appearing somewhat later.

These structures appear to have

constituted an intermediary step between Italiante designs
and the numerous highly assymetrical yet attenuated variations
on the Queen Ann theme which began appearing around 1890.
These latter designs featured

complex roof layouts with

prominently projecting front gabled wings, frequently matched
by a gabled verandah to one side. The Hodson house at
1814 West 8th Avenue typified this form prior to the addition
of a symmetrical bay at a later date. A further design
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recurring in early residential areas was a small 1 1/2
storey L-shaped structure featuring a prominently projecting
front bay.

This design lent itself to 25 foot lots, and

appeared in closely-built groupings during the 1890s and
early 1900s. Publication of an award-winning set of plans
for these diminuitive houses in the Vancouver World establishes
a direct link between American copy-book designs and vernacular
building trends in the city.

The plans had been produced
by William Kerr of Grand Rapids, Michigan in 1889.19 A

cluster of four identical examples built on Thurlow Street
in 1900 indicates the continuing popularity of the design.
One example, 1025 Thurlow, was recorded prior to their
demolition in 1975.
A broad generalization about predominant trends in
pre-1898 architecture in Vancouver can thus be made:

stylistic

influences reaching the city from the east via the CPR
took the form of currently popular designs as applied to
the commercial, institutional and upper class residential
structures by English born and trained architects. The
impact of San Francisco designs, while difficult to establish
documentarily, appears to have been considerable, particularly
at the level of popular housing, where the Californian
treatment of wood was readily translatable to local materials
and requirements.
Part 2:
a)

1898-1908

Economic Climate and Physical Expansion

By 1898 Vancouver was experiencing an economic revival,
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stimulated initially by the Klondike gold rush.

Both the

CPR and smaller local shipping firms began competing with
rival Victoria and Seattle-based shipping steamship companies
for both the Yukon and coastal shipping trade.

By the

turn of the century Vancouver had succeeded in establishing
itself as the chief provincial port and regional distribution
centre.20 This in turn stimualted new commercial activity
in the city, most notably the emergence of large-scale
wholesaling firms which began establishing warehouses along
the waterfront adjacent to the railway yards. The prosperity
of these firms grew as the city's markets for imported
goods in eastern Canada developed, and as its role as supply
centre for the interior of B.C. became firmly established. 21
'
The city's favourable prospects attracted growing numbers
of people, particularly from eastern Canada and the British
Isles; its population jumped from 22,000 in 1898 to 66,500
by 1908. This rapid growth rate in turn encouraged an
increasingly speculative real estate market and rapid physical
expansion.

Assessment values rose from $17,716,289 in

1899 to $61,768,905 in 1908.
Within the commercial core physical shifts began occurring,
The north side of Water Street (initially the shoreline)
was filled in and became lined with warehouses, as did
Alexander and Powell streets to the east. Cordova Street
was gradually replaced by Hastings, Pender, Main and Granville
as the hub of retail and office buildings.

This marked

the beginning of a general movement of business activity

20

away from the waterfront which had become monopolized by
railroad and warehousing facilities. A 1908 fire underwriters'
report on Vancouver described the downtown core as follows:
Mercantile houses, principally two to five storeys,
a few of one, six and seven storeys, are situated
chiefly in the area bounded by Westminster (Main)
Ave. from Burrard Inlet to Dupont, then along
Dupont and Pender to seymour, then along Seymour
to Helmcken, then along Helmcken to Howe, then
along Howe to Burrard such parts of said area
as lie north from Georgia Street. 22
The same report reveals that 80.5 per cent of the
buildings in the congested area were of brick and stone
construction, 19.5 per cent of wood frame.

In the remaining

area 64.8 per cent were of brick and stone, 35.2 per cent
of frame. 23
Early residential areas such as the East End (by now
renamed Strathcona), the West End, Mount Pleasant and Fairview
became saturated with housing, while new districts such
as Kitsilano, South Vancouver, and Grandview were opened
up.

An indication of the growing scale of the real estate

market was an increase in the number of realtors in the
city from 40 in 1900 to over 275 in 1908.

The earlier

pattern of rather haphazard residential development on
an individual scale was increasingly replaced by high-volume
construction, particularly in these new neighbourhoods.

21

b)

Building Materials, Technology and Restrictions

The beginnings of a transformation, both in terms of physical
size and appearance, began to occur around the turn of
the century.

The second phase of the city's architectural

development was a transitional one between the restricted
scale and volume of the earlier period and the Edwardian
skyscrapers and mass-production techniques which prevailed
afterwards.

The shift in technologies and materials which

heralded these later trends made their appearances gradually.
The diversification of commercial activity in the
city—the appearance of warehousing in particular—prompted
increasingly large buildings within the core. As noted
in the 1908 fire underwriters' report the average height
of buildings had risen to five stories, with occasional
structures of seven storeys occurring.

An interesting

transition in structural materials began around 1905.
Prior to this date commercial buildings continued to be
built over wooden joist superstructures.

This traditional

method evidently reached its limits with construction of
the Kelly, Douglas and Company warehouse, 361 Water Street,
in 1906. The builder, J.M. McLuckie, proudly advertised
the structure as "Vancouver's first skyscraper" tentatively
slated to rise to nine storeys in height.

Despite the

use of 18 x 18 inch timbers at the base, tapering to 8
x 8's on upper floors,25 the building stopped at seven
floors.
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In 1905 the Federal Department of Public Works announced
commencement of construction on a new post office at 701
West Hastings Street.

This building was the first in the

city to feature a ribbed steel superstructure.

It was

closely followed in 1906 by commencement of a new main
office for the Imperial Bank of Commerce across the street
at 698 West Hastings Street with a similar superstructure.
Steel beams for both buildings had to be imported from
Pittsburgh as no local supplier was yet available.

Reinforced

concrete was employed in both buildings as secondary structural
material.

Both had been designed by eastern Canadian archi-

tectural firms.
The first building to employ a reinforced concrete
superstructure was begun two years later, in 1908.

It

was the Europe Hotel, a six storey flatiron building designed
by local architects but contracted to an American firm
specializing in concrete buildings.

26

The increasing use of these new building materials
resulted in the emergence of local suppliers.

The 1907

city directory listed a single dealer, Evans, Coleman and
Evans, local agents for portland cement and steel beams.

27

The following year no less than five local steel importers
were in business, in addition to six firms specializing
in concrete construction.

28

The original 1886 fire by-law, amended in December
1900 to deal with the increasing height of new commercial
29
buildings,

.
. .
was revised again in 1904 as the civic government
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attempted to keep abreast of the rapid changes occurring
within the core area.

The fire limit was expanded to encompass

the area bounded by the waterfront, Columbia Street in
the east, south along Cordova between Columbia and Gore,
jogging to include the builtup area between Hastings and
Keefer, then west along Pender to Howe Street.30 Additional
blocks could be included if the majority of building owners
requested.

New provisions called for the heights of stories

not to exceed 11 ft. for basements, 18 ft. for ground floors,
15 ft. for second stories, 12 ft. for third and 14 ft.
average for upper storeys.

In cases where these heights

were exceeded all walls had to be increased 4 in. in thickness.
Standard wall thicknesses varied from 13 in. basements
for one storey structures to 25 in. basements for seven
storey buildings with progressive storeys diminishing from
21 to 17 in. in thickness.31 The bylaw also authorized
appointment of a building inspector to enforce the regulations,
issue building permits, and inspect plans and buildings
under construction.
Beyond the fire limits builders were not obliged to
observe the structural limitations specified above, and
wood remained the predominant building material.

By 1908

the city contained 21 saw and planing mills and 21 sash
and door factories.

The largest of these firms, the British

Columbia Mills, Timber and Trading Company (an amalgamation
of the Hastings, Royal city, and Moodyville mills) had
a daily capacity of 500,000 ft. of lumber, 200,000 shingles,
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600 doors, and 100,000 ft. of mouldings, and employed a
staff of over 2,000.32 It was the largest lumber manufacturer
on the Pacific coast by 1905.
Apart from local lumber mills, however, most of Vancouver's
raw building materials came from outlying areas after 1900.
Brick and stone supplies marketed by various local dealers
were manufactured and quarried elsewhere.

Haney and Clayburn,

two Fraser Valley towns, were major brick manufacturing
centres; limestone and granite supplies came primarily
from Gulf Island quarries.

The heavy demands made on local

suppliers encouraged innovations in both construction and
building techniques.

The prefabricated housing systems

devised by the B.C. Mills, Timber and Trading Company and
other firms after 1904 were notable examples.33 Another
was the patented cement block wall system invented by the
locally-based Victor Cement Block and Machine Company and
subsequently produced by twenty-six plants in Canada and
the United States.34
c)

Architects and Construction Industry

The conservative approach of architects and builders during
the previous phase was dictated by the city's rather shakey
economic situation.

The recession years of the 1890s were

replaced by ones of unprecedented growth and buoyant optimism.
Developers referred to Vancouver as the "Liverpool of the
Pacific" and forecast its role as one of the leading metropoli
of the twentieth century.

This climate made Vancouver

an extremely lucrative centre for architects and buildings,
who were unable to keep up with the demand for buildings.
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Building permits sales jumped from $1 million in value
in 1901 to $6.5 million in 1907. 15 The number of architects
rose during the same period from 12 to 31. A number of
these were survivors from the previous period: Wickenden,
Julian, Dalton and Grant were still active in 1905. As
members of partnerships, (Dalton and Eveleigh and Grant
and Henderson) the latter two were particularly prominent
during the post 1900 period.

Other major firms of note

were Hooper and Watkins and MacLureand Fox.

In both cases,

the previous trend whereby Victoria had attracted designers
with its more lucrative market was reversed.

Both Thomas

Hooper and Samuel Maclure had established themselves as
leading architects in that city during the 1890s.
English born and trained architects continued to predominate
the profession.
exceptions.

There were however a growing number of

Both G.W. Grant and his partner A.E. Henderson

had been born and trained in Eastern Canada (Henderson
was from Orangeville, Ontario); Samuel Maclure was born
in New Westminster, B.C. and largely self-trained; while
born in England, Thomas Hooper had trained as an architect
in London, Ontario; W.T. Whiteway was born in Musgrave,
Newfoundland, but received his training in Victoria, B.C.
and in San Diego.

Thomas A. Fee, a partner in the prolific

firm of Parr and Fee, was a native of Drummond County,
Quebec, and had been trained in Minneapolis during the
late 1880s.36
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The latter firm, as described in a contemporary publication,
represented the prevailing spirit of the construction industry
of Vancouver by 1908:
Messrs. Parr and Fee have built up their connection
upon a strictly commercial basis, and while they
welcome any incident that gives expression or
beauty to their work, their chief endeavour
is the production of buildings that will pay.
"Utilitas" is their motto and revenue their
aim:

a larger number of buildings has been

erected from their designs than from the
designs of any other single firm of architects
in the Province. 37
While Parr and Fee's earliest designs (eg. Carleton
Hotel, 300 Cambie Street (1899); Ralph Block, 126 W. Hastings
(1899), were representative of the low-scale structures
being erected by other firms within the city, in 1907 they
began advertising themselves as specialists in steel and
reinforced concrete designs and were in fact the first
local firm to produce buildings in these mediums in the
city (eg. Europe Hotel, 1908-9).

In addition, Parr and

Fee specialized in various sizes of houses throughout the
city; their large round-turreted Queen Ann designs were
particularly prominent after 1908.
The increase in the number of building contractors
within the city during this period was even more dramatic.
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The 1900 directory listed 21 within the city; this number
climbed slowly during the next five years (23 in 1903;
26 in 1905) , then jumped to 120 by 1908. While details
of local contracting firms during this period are scanty,
certain generalizations can be made.

Prior to 1907, the

majority of firms listed in city directories bore the names
of individuals, suggesting a predominance of relatively
small-scale operations. There were exceptions: J.M. McLuckie
for example, claimed to employ "almost continuously, over
one hundred mechanics in the various branches of the building
trades...." 38 Other firms such as Edward Cook (see page
7), Baynes and Horie, and Cornish and Cooper, who were
responsible for a substantial number of commercial buildings
during this period, likely employed comparable staffs.
The builders of a conspicuous number of major buildings
do not appear in local directories, suggesting that they
were based in other cities.

Kelly Brothers and Mitchell,

the firm responsible for both the Bank of Commerce and
the Post Office, were a Victoria-based firm which had previously
erected the Legislative Assembly. 39
A transformation began occurring with the introduction
of steel and concrete construction around 1908 when a host
of new firms appeared.

At least one was a subsidiary of

an American parent company:

the Ferro-Concrete Construction

Company of Cincinnati, Ohio, which had pioneered concrete
construction of high rise buildings six years earlier,
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opened a Vancouver office in this year. A similar firm
specializing in concrete construction was the Concrete
Engineering and Construction Company.
1900 1903 1905 1907

d)

Architects
Contractors

12
21

Realtors

40

9
23

17
26
100

21
n.a.

1908
31
120
275

Predominant Styles, Surviving Examples

Architectural styles from the preceeding phase continued
to be used on new buildings several years later. There
were exceptions, however, The Molson's Bank building,
511 West Hastings (incorporated into former T.Eaton complex
and now demolished) introduced the Edwardian Commercial
style into the city during the late 1890s.

It had been

designed by Taylor and Gordon, a Montreal architectural
firm.

Other buildings such as the Carlton Hotel, 300

Cambie Street (Parr and Fee, 1899) displayed the plain
vertical piers and regular window pattern of Commercial
style structures which would follow later. 42
Innovations in style and scale of commercial buildings
were most clearly demonstrated in the succession of warehouses
built along the Vancouver waterfront between 1898 and 1908.
As the bulk of these structures have survived and are concentrated
within a fairly compact area, representative examples are
listed separately from other commercial buildings of the
period.
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First Malkin Warehouse, 139 Water Street (1898)
- architect unknown.
Thomas Dunn Ship Chandlery, 1 Alexander Street (1898)
- architect:

N.S. Hoffar

Martin and Robertson Warehouse, 313 Water Street (1899)
- architect: W.T. Dalton
Mussenden Building (originally Hudson's Bay Co. warehouse)
(1903) 321 Water Street
- architects:

Dalton and Eveleigh - 321

Second Malkin Warehouse, 353 Water Street (c. 1903)
- architect:

att'd. to W.T. Whiteway

Kelly-Douglas and Co. Warehouse, 361-367 Water Street
(1905-)
- architect:

W.T. Whiteway

Third Malkin Warehouse, 57 Water Street (1907)
- architects:

Parr and Fee

The earliest of these structures (first Malkin, Thomas
Dunn) were transitional designs, incorporating elements
of Victorian Italianate or Romanesque with the rectangular
windows, pier and spandrel trappings of the Commercial
style.

Later buildings (Mussenden, second Malkin) showed

marked increases in size and more definitive stylistic
features; the Mussenden building was perhaps the most successful
Richardsonian Romanesque structure of the period, while
in the second Malkin warehouse a more consistant application
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of the Commercial Style was evident.

A further increase

in scale (evidently to the limits permitted by wooden beam
construction) is apparent in the slightly later third Malkin
and Kelly-Douglas buildings which again employ the Commerical
Style.
The transition occurring in commercial designs was
similarly apparent in retail stores, hotels and office
buildings of the period.

Whereas small two and three storey

structures, typified by the Hunter Block, 315 West Hastings
(c. 1899( were physically identical to buildings from the
earlier phase, they were gradually superceded by larger
structures.

A cross-section of 1898-1908 examples includes

the following buildings.
Flack Block, 163 West Hastings Street (1899)
- architect: William Blackmore
Ormidale Block, 151 West Hastings Street (1900)
- architect:

G.W. Grant

Dominion Hotel, 92 Water Street (1900-01)
- architect:

E.G. Guenther

Ralph block, 126 West Hasting Street (1899)
- architects:

Parr and Fee

*Inglis-Reid Butchers, 557 Granville Street (1803)
- architect:

G.W. Grant (10101001200559)

Pennsylvania Hotel, 412 Carrall Street (1906)
- architect:

W.T. Whiteway

*Pantages Threatre, 150 E. Hastings (1907)
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- architect:

E.E. Blackmore (10101003100150).

Woodward's Department Store, 101 West Hastings (eastern
half-1908);
- architect:

W.T. Whiteway

*Winch Building, 739 W. Hastings (1908-09)
- architect:

Thomas Hooper (10101001900739)

•Canadian Bank of Commerce, 640 West Hastings Street
(1906-08)
- architects:

Darling and Pearson

•Royal Bank of Canada, 404 West Hastings Street (1903)
- architects:

Dalton and Eveleigh

Chinese Freemasons Building, 1 West Pender Street
(c. 1901)
- architect unknown
••Europe Hotel, 43 Powell Street (1908)
- architects:

Parr and Fee

While some of the earlier examples (Flack Block, Inglis
Reid's) closely resemble earlier structures, most represented
departures in style.

The Ralph Block, for example, contains

the earliest known use of cast iron mullions and spandrels
in the city; the Pennsylvania (Wood's) Hotel, a five-storey
bay windowed structure, represents the purest transplant
of San Francisco commercial design; (architect Whiteway's
exposure to Californian influences are attributable to
several years spent in San Diego).

Harold Kalman notes

that G.W. Grant's Ormidale Block features a curious inversion
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of the traditional Richardonian arrangement by placing
the small rectangular windows beneath the arch-and-spandrel
rows.43 The Chinese Freemasons' Building is the earliest
surviving building containing the distinctive recessed
balconies characteristic of Chinese architecture in the
city.

Unfortunately its designer remains unknown.

It

should be noted that later examples of this style were
usually designed by occidental architects for Chinese clients.
Woodward's Department Store, a six-storey Commercial Style
structure, may be compared with contemporary warehousing
also designed by Whiteway.

The Europe Hotel, a flatiron

six-storey building previously noted as the first reinforced
concrete structure in the city, was inspired by the Flatiron
(Fuller) Building by D.H. Burnham in New York.44 The most
spectacular industrial complex dating from this period
is the B.C. Sugar Refinery Warehouse, a six-storey, 490
foot-long brick structure at the corner of Powell and Richards
Streets, begun around 1902.
A number of interesting institutional buildings also
survive from this period.

They include the following:

•Drill Hall & Armouries, 620 Beatty Street (1899-1901)
- architects:

Federal Dept. of Public Works

•Carnegie Free Library, 401 Main Street (1901-02)
- architects:

G.W. Grant

•Cathedral of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, 646 Richards
St.
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- architects: T.E. Julien and H.J. Williams
(1899-1900)
•Vancouver Post Office, 701 West Hastings Street (1905-10)
- architects:

Dept. of Public Works

•Vancouver Court House, 800 West Georgia St. (1906-12)
- architect:

F.M. Rattenbury

Descriptions of all these buildings appear in Phase
2 documentary research reports which follow.
The city's residential architecture underwent a gradual
shift in predominant materials and styles, particularly
after 1905. Shiplap siding was replaced by narrow clapboard
and cedar shingling as the most prevalent exterior sheathing;
the interplay of various textures (inset panels, etc.)
was less pronounced, as was the use of large, highly ornamented
verandahs.

Bell-cast roofs became prevalent on all sizes

of houses.
The West End continued to have the heaviest concentration
of large high-cost homes in the city.

By 1908 this district

had been largely filled, both with large architect-designed
homes and with extensive infill housing, continuing the
trend begun during the previous phase.

By far the most

lavish and expensive home in the area (and in the city)
was "Gabriola", the stone mansion of sugar magnate B.T.
Rogers, located at 1531 Davie Street (10101001301531).
Its designer was Samuel Maclure, who was soon to establish
a reputation as Victoria's leading residential architect.
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Begun in 1899, the house was completed two years later
at an estimated cost of $25,000.

It featured walls of

Gabriola limestone over a basement of poured concrete,
the first instance of its use for residential purposes
in the city.

Surviving examples of large homes built between
1898 and 1908 followjnone are included in this survey.

William Bailey house, 1339 Burnaby Street (1901)
- architect:

W.T. Dalton (recently demolished)

1857 Nelson Street (1903)
- architects:

Grant and Henderson

T.A. Fee house, 1119 Broughton Street (1904)
- architects:

Parr and Fee

1176 Barclay Street (1903)
- architects:

Par and Fee

John Burns house, 1274 Barclay (c. 1900)
- architect:

William Blackmore

Andrew Ferguson house, 1459 Robson Street (1904)
- designer/contractor:

J.J. Dissette

912 Broughton Street (c. 1905)
- architect unknown
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608 Salisbury S t r e e t
- architect unknown
1822 East Pender Street (c. 1908)
- architect unknown
Bell-cast roof lines, large overhangs, and sweeping
first floor verandahs were recurring features on most
of the above houses.

In some cases the use of narrow

clapboard produced a striking horizontal emphasis accentuating
the broad eaves treatment.

This was particularly the

case in post-1904 examples such as the T.A. Fee and William
Bailey homes. This transition from the verticality of
earlier Queen Ann style structures (e.g. John Burns house)
was more likely a reflection of current North American
trends than local innovation.
Popular housing of the period was characterized by
a growing volume of production.

The highly individualistic

and frequently ornate examples of the preceding period
were gradually replaced by more austere and repetitious
designs.

This occurred increasingly after 1905. Prior

to this time, variations on the projecting bay-window styles
featuring eaves and bay bracketing, gable trim, and often
ornate porch detailing, remained popular.

Examples include

the 1898 example of 1071 Horo Street (10101000201071) as
well as a sequence of three, 449-459 East Pender, built
in 1903. These designs were gradually replaced by rectangular,
box-like two and one-half storey clapboard houses. A notable
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feature was the frequent use of bell cast roofs, as in
higher cost homes of the period; narrow clapboarding was
similarly predominant.

Rows of up to six such structures

were frequently built by single contractors, although production
fell short of subdivision scale.
A cross-section of surviving examples includes the
following:
1125 & 1127 Pendrell Street (1904 (West End)
- contractor:

James Gillott

1235 and 1231 Frances Street (Grandview)
618 and 624 Salisbury (Grandview)
*1114 Comox St. (1907) (10101001101114)
*1120 Comox St. (1904) (10101001101120)
*869 Hamilton St. (1904) (10101024100869)
Architects were not loath to capitalize on the market
for low-cost hosuing.

Examples of essentially standard
designs executed by prominent local firms occurred,45
A few surviving examples are:
1439 Comos Street (T.A. Fee, 1902—$2,000)
1544 Barclay Street (Wm. Blackmore, 1902—$2,200)
1090 Howe Street (T.E. Julian, 1902—$1,600)
The demand for increasing production of housing in
the city was aided by the presence of the various large
saw and planing mills in the vicinity.

Standardized sashes,

doors, sheathing and mouldings recur on most popular housing
of the period.

This trend peaked with production of two

lines of ready-made houses by the B.C. Mills, Timber and

37
Trading Company between 1904 and 1909. These designs featured
bell-cast roofs, bay-windows, projecting front dormers,
and narrow clapboard veneers (short ends from standard
mill production).

Models ranging from diminutive one-storey

cottages to four bedroom two-storey townhouses featured
various combinations of these elements. While it would
be misleading to suggest that they constituted a dominant
feature of Vancouver housing, they nevertheless were scattered
throughout the city, usually in the form of infill housing
or else in outlying suburbs serviced by the interurban
system:
515 and 521 Hawks Ave. (Strathcona)
1556 Adanac Ave. (Strathcona)
1735 East 1st Ave. (Mount Pleasant)
1900 block Yew Street (Kitsilano: cluster of 5)
Apartment houses and tenements made their first appearance
in the city during this period in the form of multi
storeyed frame structures, frequently of poor construction
due to the absence of building restrictions.

From the

outset tenements were viewed as the scourge of the east:
"In the big, bad cities, such as New York and London, the
acute issue is the rent question —the tenement house
evil..." 47 While rapidly opening suburbs and inexpensive
housing such as the prefabs noted above offered members of
the Vancouver labour force alternatives, the growing numbers
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of immigrants arriving in the city created a demand for rental
accommodation.

This ranged from the stark row housing and

clusters of cottages of the East End (eg:

700 block Hawks

Ave, 390-396 Princess Street) to more sophisticated buildings
such as the Orillia Appartments, a form of terraced housing
at 611 Robson Street, designed by Parr and Fee in 1903.
Apartment houses began appearing in the West End around
1908.

An early example included in the CIHB

survey is the Manhattan Apartments, 784 Thurlow St., also
designed by Parr and Fee and erected in 1907 (10101002400784).
While institutional and commercial architecture in
the city prior to 1908 was determined by imported technologies
and stylistic trends (eg. 1898 Molson's Bank, 1906 Bank
of Commerce, 1905 Post Office), signs of innovation became
increasingly evident in the city's domestic architecture.
Stylistic innovations took the form of adaptations from
popular copy-book style designs to the increasingly sophisticated local building technologies created by the presence
of giant lumber mills. The initial western Canadian market
for lumber building materials was rapidly being transformed
into a market for housing per se, and the city began exporting
both materials and designs to its economic hinterlands.
Part 3:
a)

1909-1914

Economic Climate and Physical Expansion
The economic boom which had commenced at the turn

of the century generated fantasies regarding Vancouver's
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seemingly limitless growth potential. The city's population
had grown from 27,010 in 1901 to 100,401 by 1911, an increase
of 271%, the highest rate of any major coastal city during
that period.48 By 1908 developers were forecasting that
the city would become one of the world's major metropoli
upon completion of the Panama Canal; anticipated location
of a second major railway terminus in the city (Geat Northern
in 1914) added credability to such speculations.

The ensuing

years were characterized by intense real estate speculation
and rapidly inflating land values:
In 1892, lots on Granville Street had sold for
as much as seven hundred dollars a square foot;
in 1912 a lot one hundred and twenty by one
hundred and thirty on the corner of Hastings
and Granville sold for three quarters of a
million dollars.

Land values in the downtown

area were seriously inflated but in the outlying areas land values were relatively
even more acutely inflated.

While real

estate transactions were a major activity
of suburban Vancouver, there was also
considerable actual settlement. 49
Building construction became one of the chief industries
within the city during this period.

Building permit sales

for 1912 reached $20,000,000, an amount exceeded only once
(1929) prior to World War 2. Assessable property values

40
jumped at a corresponding pace:

$72,686,540 in 1909,

$106,454,265 in 1910, $212,976,425 in 1912, and $226,656,403
in 1913. A contemporary observer noted that "the rise
in the value of real estate within the city of late years
has been remarkable.

Buildings are frequently taken up

and sold on the mere plans and before the work of construction
has commenced.50
The period was characterized by an increasingly welldefined division into sectors:

the Gastown area—Water,

Cordova, Powell, and Alexander Streets, had fully evolved
into the wholesale and warehousing district of the city;
Hastings, Pender, Granville and Main streets were the principal
financial, office, and retail streets.

Industrial development

was becoming increasingly concentrated in the False Creek
basin, on both north and south banks.

Continuous dredging

and reclamation (eg.: Granville Island, 1914) subsequently
enlarged this area.
Important shifts occurred in new residential areas.
Earlier ones, the West End, Strathcona and Grandview in
particular, were by now completely filled with housing;
in the case of the West End, redevelopment to apartment
housing had already begun.

Kitsilano, Fairview, and Grandview

continued to be rapidly filled.

Beyond these areas, new

residential districts were being developed as planned subdivisions catering for the first time to specific social
classes.

Shaughnessy Heights, the exclusive CPR development
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begun in 1909, was laid out by L.E. Davick and F. Todd,
designers of the Ottawa suburb of Rockliff Park.

A minimum

house price of $6,000 set by the CPR effectively confined
residence this area to the most affluent in the city.
Adjacent to Shaughnessy was a development known as Talton
Place, created in 1910 by developer Thomas Talton Langlois.
Also featuring pre-landscaped streets, this project was
the first to be undertaken by a single developer-builder,
for Langois' construction firm, Prudential Builders, were
sole house designers and builders for this middle income
area.

Additional planned subdivisions geared to middle

and upper income buyers emerged after 1910 in the outlying
areas of Point Grey and Kerrisdale.

Cheaper housing was

concentrated primarily in the eastern areas of South Vancouver,
notably in districts such as Cedar Cottage, where low priced
lots and inexpensive bungalow-style housing was offered
on easy terms by large scale finance/construction corporations.
As Norbert MacDonald has noted, Vancouver was becoming
an increasingly popular destination for British immigrants.
Prior to 1900 they had constituted 18% of the city's population;
after 1912 this had risent to 34%.52 The majority of these
arrivals were labourers and artisans to whom the attraction
of land and home ownership were particularly strong.

South

Vancouver developers accordingly directed their pitches
at the virtues of private homes:
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There will be no slums in South Vancouver, no
tenement district, and the living factories
that grace themselves with the name of apartment houses dare not enter where there is
room for neat cottages and gardens and chicken
, 53
yards.
The continuing trend towards increases in volume of
production peaked in this economic climate. While commercial
buildings rose to unprecedented heights in the downtown
area, the scale of house construction shifted from the
previous trend towards small clusters of up to a halfdozen structures by one builder up to whole sub-divisions
by firms such as those described above.54 And despite
the persuasive adds urging the purchase of private homes,
the numbers and scale of apartment houses soared.

The

1913 city directory listed 123 such structures; sizes ranged
from three to seven storeys, particularly in the West End
area.
b)

Building Technology, Materials and Restrictions
The conviction of Vancouver's business community that

their city was on the threshold of becoming Canada's major
metropolis was reflected in the sudden proliferation of
towering skyscrapers which appeared after 1908. The comparative
conservatism and low scale of earlier buildings contrasted
sharply with new structures ranging up to seventeen storeys
in height.
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The earliest and perhaps most interesting of these
new buildings was a 13 storey Edwardian structure commissioned
by the Imperial Trust Company, one of many locally-based
firms involved in the city's real estate boom.

Construction

commenced in 1908. An ad in a local newspaper described
the various structural features to be incorporated in it:
The entire steel frame will be encased with
fireproofing and structural concrete; the
columns being faced with terra cotta and
brick.

Marble will be used for entrance

hall walls and floors, corridor wainscots
and floor borders, lavatories and door
thresholds throughout the building....Office
floors will be furnished in trowelled cement
covered with heavy linoleum.

Interior walls

and ceilings...will be expanded metal on
channel forms plastered solid and finished
in cement. All window openings in the north
and west walls adjoining other premises will
have metal sashes and frames with wire net
polished glass.

Fire hydrants will be on

each floor opposite the elevators.

There will

also be ornamental iron elevator cages, landing
grills, roofridges and stairs throughout, making
the building what it is intended to be the most
modern, fireproof office building in Canada. 55
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The Imperial Trust Company ran into financial difficulties
which delayed completion of the building until 1910, when
it was officially opened under the name of its new owners,
the Dominion Trust Company.

It was believed to be the

tallest building in the British Empire at the time.
A number of less ostentatious but more profitable
steel framed office buildings opened in the same year:
the eight storey Bower and Pemberton Buildings and the
earlier (1909) Carter-Cotton and (1908) Winch Buildings,
seven and five storeys respectively. While the Dominion
Building's superstructure had been supplied by the easternbased Dominion Bridge Company, almost all subsequent structures
featured locally fabricated frames. The supplier was the
firm of John Coughlan & Sons, established in 1908. A 1912
advertisement noted:
This firm is to be envied for the progress which they
have made since beginning operations here in May,
1908.

Their steel works are the third largest on

the Pacific Coast...
In Seattle only one of the large steel frame buildings
was erected by a local firm, while in Vancouver
John Coughlan & Sons have erected every steel frame
of importance, with the exception of two that were
built before they started work here, and two that
at the time the World Building was commenced (1912)
had been given to other concerns.
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Building heights steadily rose in the 1910-1914 period
as firms competed for the prestige of possessing the tallest
landmark in the city.

This competition culminated in 1912

with commencement of the 17 storey World Building referred
to in the above quote. When completed, this structure
replaced the Dominion Building as the highest in the British
Empire.

It was closely rivalled by the 14 storey Vancouver

Block and 15 storey Standard Building, both featuring steel
frames.

Reinforced concrete office buildings were also

prominent.

The Seattle-based architect W.M. Somervell

was responsible for a number of outstanding buildings
using this alternate method after 1909; notable examples
were the Pemberton Building (8 storeys, 1910), B.C. Electric
Building (6 storeys, 1911-12), Birks Builidng (11 storeys,
1912-13) and London Building (10 storeys, 1912) .
The sudden emergence of these highrise designs made
existing fire regulations obsolete, and once again, in
1913, they were revised.

Within the central business core,

new height restrictions were installed.

Ordinary masonry

structures were restricted to a maximum of 65 ft.; buildings
with mill-construction superstructures could be built up
to 75 ft.; slow-burning structures had a maximum of 97 ft.
while skeleton steel and fire-proof designs had a ceiling
of 120 ft.

(These restrictions compared with the National

Board of Fire Underwriters' limits of 55 ft. for the first
three types; 100 ft. for last two if occupied for factories,
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stores or warehouse, 125 ft. if not). 57
core, no buildings were

Outside the central

allowed inferior to "ordinary

construction", defined as "a building with wood joists
and wood or iron posts, columns and beams which are not
protected with fire-resisting coverings...."

The maximum

height permitted in these areas was 65 ft.
An assessment of existing buildings in the central
business district in July 1913, revealed that:
85% or more of the whole is brick, stone or concrete, and the
remainder is of frame, mostly two or 2 1/2 storey residences;
of the non-frame construction 90% or more is of ordinary
joisted character, the remainder being "mill", "slow-burning"
or so-called "fireproof"....

The more favorable feature is

the moderate average height of buildings, although there are
many exceptions; and comparatively few buildings have very
excessive ground areas.

In wholesale districts a majority of

buildings are of "mill" or "slow-burning" construction, but a
considerable number are of joisted construction.
frame.

None are
Four and five-storey heights predominate. 59

In other words, the technological innovations embodied
in the various new highrise buildings constituted less than
10 per cent of the existing structures in downtown Vancouver
in 1913. The same report was critical of the prevalence
of buildings containing wooden outer walls, plain or clad
in metal; also of iron-clad or glass building fronts not
backed up with masonry.
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The density of housing in the older residential areas
was also noted in this report. The West End was singled
out for specific criticism:
The district is invested with a serious conflagration
hazard, being very generally 2 and 2 1/2 storey frame
single roof houses which are to a very large extent
compactly built up, practically adjoining each other,
in considerable or long ranges in many instances.
There are thirty or more apartment houses in this district
ranging from three to seven storeys high, the latter
height being very exceptional.
Passage of the 1913 bylaw setting minimum standards
of construction beyond the central fire limit area came
too late to have any effect on the composition of the earlier
residential districts.

New pre-planned subdivisions catered

to the disaffecting former residents of the West End who
saw the potential values of their homes being threatened
by low cost housing and increasing numbers of rooming and
tenement houses. An add for Talton Place read:
Many of the better districts of Vancouver have been
cheapened during the past few years by the erection
of an inferior class of house, used mainly for boarding
and rooming purposes.

These same dwellings could

not be erected now on account of present building
regulations which were not in force at that time.
Property owners realize that the proximity of so many
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houses of this class does not have a beneficial effect
on their property from a residential standpoint.
Talton Place...is attracting a large number of these
people.

And why not?

Its natural advantages are

much superior to those of many other settled sections.
Its present beautiful site was selected...by men who
have lived in Vancouver many years. They foresaw
that the future exclusive, residential district would
be in the direction of Shaughnessy Heights, adjoining
which...is Talton Place.
Prudential Builders, the firm responsible for development
of this particular subdivision, was the forerunner of numerous
new large-scale home building and financing firms which
appeared in the city from 1910 onwards.

It was established

in 1909 by a parent firm, the Prudential Investment Company.
A plan located on a four acre tract on the south bank of
False Creek was constructed where lumber was milled and
houses built on an assembly line basis.6 2 These structures
were offered to both local and national buyers. A separate
branch called the National Finance Company handled sales,
development and mortgages.

By 1911 the firm advertised

itself as "the largest firm of home builders in Western
Canada" and its construction facilities as the most upto-date in the country.

This high volume house-construction

largely replaced the previous small-scale production of
local contractors:
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Operating

its o w n timber l i m i t s , s a w m i l l , w o o d w o r k i n g

p l a n t , e t c . , the P r u d e n t i a l B u i l d e r s L t d . are able
to build m u c h m o r e e x p e d i t i o u s l y than the a v e r a g e
contractor.

B y d e a l i n g w i t h this c o m p a n y the home

buyer s a v e s the m i d d l e m a n ' s p r o f i t , o n a c c o u n t of a l l
m a t e r i a l s being p u r c h a s e d
c)

in c a r l o a d

A r c h i t e c t s and C o n s t r u c t i o n

lots.
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Industry

The 1909-13 building boom resulted

in a d r a m a t i c

increase

in the number of a r c h i t e c t s and c o n t r a c t o r s o p e r a t i n g
the c i t y .
listed

in

In 1910 there w e r e 58 a r c h i t e c t s and 174 c o n t r a c t o r s

in the l o c a l d i r e c t o r y ; by 1 9 1 2 these f i g u r e s had

increased

to 91 and 2.43 r e s p e c t i v e l y ; the number of

p e a k e d at 105 in the f o l l o w i n g y e a r .

architects

T o these l o c a l

practitioners

m a y be added the v a r i o u s n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l firms w h i c h

designed

m a j o r s t r u c t u r e s in V a n c o u v e r , a trend e n c o u r a g e d by the
g r o w i n g number of b r a n c h o f f i c e s of e a s t e r n
corporations

(examples:

Canadian-based

C P R S t a t i o n , H u d s o n ' s Bay

Department

Store, Credit Foncier-Franco Canadian office block).
A n u m b e r of l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d
to o p e r a t e .

architects

continued

Parr & Fee w e r e p a r t i c u l a r l y p r o m i n e n t

d e s i g n e r s of m a j o r c o m m e r c i a l b u i l d i n g s .

Partner

as

Fee's

c o n s i d e r a b l e real e s t a t e h o l d i n g s o n G r a n v i l l e S t r e e t
them to p r e s i d e over a l a r g e p e r c e n t a g e of the
w h i c h took p l a c e o n that m a j o r b u s i n e s s a r t e r y ,
in e r e c t i o n of their 14 s t o r e y V a n c o u v e r B l o c k
1910 and 1 9 1 2 .

Thomas Hooper

(firm:

Hooper

enabled

development
culminating
between

& Watkins)
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was similarly active as a designer of prestigeous office
buildings (Winch and Bower Blocks, various branches of
the Royal Bank of Canada) and the Court House annex (1912).
A third long-established designer in the fore-front of
major commercial designs was W.T. Whiteway, credited with
the World and Holden Buildings, as well as numerous warehouses
and hotels.

Samuel Maclure (firm:

Maclure & Fox) est-

ablished himself as one of the predominant residential
architects in the city, as he had previously become in
Victoria.

Other surviving firms were R. MacKay Fripp,

Grant & Henderson, and Dalton & Eveleigh, all of whom
concentrated primarily on the lucretive apartment and
residential markets during this phase.
The majority of newly-established architectural firms
in Vancouver appear to have been started by newly-arrived
British designers. AIBC records suggest that the flow
evident in earlier phases of the city's growth had increased
in similar proportions with that of the city's growing
British population.

Some of the more prominent examples

were:
Arthur J. Bird:

b. England, 1875; trained in London;

Vancouver practice begun 1907; city architect 191933.
Alfred A. Cox:

b. Oxford, 1873; trained Royal Academy

of Art and University College; Vancouver practice
begun 1908.
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F.G. Gardiner:

b. Bristol, 1878; articled with father

in Bath; practices in Pretoria and Johannesburg,
1903-4; Vancouver practice begun 1910—firm:
Gardiner & Mercer.
W.F. Gardiner:
above;

b. Bath, 1884--younger brother of

Vancouver practice begun 1907.

Henry S. Griffith:

b. Oxfordshire, 1865; articled

in England; to Canada during 1890's/practices in
Winnipeg, Saskatoon, Victoria; Vancouver office
opened 1910.
J.S. Helyer:

b. Bournemouth, England, 1887; trained

as student with Myers & O'Brien, San Francisco;
Vancouver practice c. 1908.
R.C. Kerr:

b. Glasgow, Scotland, 1886; trained in

Glasgow; practices in Chicago (1898-1900), Seattle
(1901-11); Vancouver practice: 1912-14.
J.S.D. Taylor:

b. Aberdeen, Scotland, 1885; apprentice-

ship with city architect, Aberdeen; to Canada c.'
1906—2 years in C.P.R. architectural dept.; Vancouver
practice c. 1909.
Charles J. Thompson:

b. London, England, 1878; articled

and practiced in London; began Vancouver practice
1908—firm:

Sharp & Thompson; later Sharp, Thompson,

Berwick & Pratt, now Thompson, Berwick and Pratt.
A smaller number of Canadian-born architects also began
practices during this period.
following:

This group included the
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R.M. Matheson:

b. Prince Edward Island, 1887; training:

University of Pennsylvania; Vancouver practice
begun 1911 (Townley & Matheson); specialized in
residential designs.
F.L. Townley:

b. Winnipeg, 1887; training U. of Penn.;

Vancouver practice 1911 with above.
J.B. Horwood:

b. St. John's, Nfld., 1864; trained

in Toronto; subsequent practices in Toronto (Burke,
Horwood & White) and in New York (Renwick & Aspinwall);
Vancouver practice 1913—Hudson's Bay Co.
Morley 0. Jones:

b. Cannington, Ont., 1869; trained

in Winnipeg (Frank Evans, Samuel Hooper—credited
with first reinforced concrete building in that
city); Vancouver office 1907:
W.M. Dodd:

firm Jones & Aspell.

b. Almonte, Ont., 1870; trained in Ontario;

practices in Ontario, Winnipeg, California (c.
1900); numerous residential designs in Calgary;
Vancouver practice 1911:

residential designs for

Pacific Mills Ltd.
A large number of Vancouver architects were employed
by the large home building firms being established in the
city.

In this respect W.M. Dodd, the last on the above

list, was a representative example; his personal exposure
to California designs is an unusually-direct link between
residential trends happening to the south and their eventual
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appearance in Vancouver with the advent of firms specializing
in mass-produced housing.

Such firms could offer prospective

buyers numerous variations of basic California bungalowbased designs.

Staff architects were incorporated in the

firms1 operations:
We offer you a Home, built to suit your own ideas,
designed by our architect—modern, beautiful, perfect.
Cash or as rent. On our own subdivision or on your
own lot.
The above add was circulated in 1912 by the Vancouver
Free Homes Limited, whose pitch of "Why Pay Rent?" was
backed up by long term financing schemes, which was representative
of those of numerous major American-inspired housing firms
in the city after 1909. Notable examples were Bentley
and Wear, Coffin and McLennan, the California Bungalow
Construction Company, and the previously mentioned Prudential
Builders Company.
While the number of American firms designing commercial
buildings for the Vancouver market was small, one particular
architect, W. Marbury Somervell of Seattle, was particularly
prominent. Although his initial designs were evidently
designed from his Seattle office (eg. Pemberton Building,
1910), a local Vancouver office was subsequently opened
and managed by a partner (cited initially as local manager),
J.L. Putnam.

The firm dominated the design of reinforced

concrete commercial buildings in the city for the next
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four years, and also designed the largest residential structure
of the period, "Shannon", B.T. Rogers' new home in south
Shaughnessy.
As previously noted, the local firm of John Coughlan
and Sons was responsible for the majority of steel framed
buildings in the city prior to 1914 (its presence was likely
the major reason for the predominance of steel cage designs
during the period).

In 1911 Charles Bentall, formerly

chief engineer of this firm, established a new company,
the Dominion Construction Company, which rapidly assumed
a dominant position both in the city and throughout western
Canada,
d)

Predominant Styles, Surviving Examples
The volume of building construction during the 1909-

13 period was not matched for several decades; thus the
commercial and residential structures from this phase came
to constitute a major proportion of the city's enduring
architecture.

Vancouver's collection of early skyscrapers

is particularly prominent, despite extensive reconstruction
in the central core area where most are concentrated.
All but one of the following examples survive at the time
of writing:
Carter-Cotton (Province) Building, 198 West Hastings
St. -Architect unknown; builder:

T. Holrobin

(1908-9)- 7 storeys, steel cage construction
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•Dominion building, 207 West Hastings St. (10101001900207)
-Architect:

J.S. Helyer & Son (1908-10)

-12 storeys, steel cage construction
•Pemberton Building, 744 West Hastings Street (10101001900744)
Architect: W.M. Somervell (Seattle), (1910)
8 storeys, reinforced concrete construction
Bower Building, 543 Granville Street
Architect:

Thomas Hooper (1910)

8 storeys, steel cage construction
Holden Builidng, 16 East Hastings Street
Architect:

W.T. Whiteway (1910-11)

10 storeys, steel cage construction
Dawson (Ford) Building, 193 East Hastings St.
Architect:

Gardiner & Mercer (1911)

8 storeys, steel cage construction
Vancouver Block, 736 Granville Street
Architects:

Parr and Fee (1910-12)

14 storeys, steel cage construction
B.C. Electric Building, 425 Carrall Street (1911-12)
Architects:

Somervell and Putnam (Seattle/Vancouver)

6 storeys, reinforced concrete construction
•Rogers Building, 470 Granville Street (1911-12)
(10101001200470)
Architects:

Gould and Champney (Seattle)

10 storeys, steel cage construction
World (Sun Tower) Building, 133 West Pender Street
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Architect:

W.T. Whiteway/E.S. Mitton, (1911-12)

17 storeys, steel cage construction
•Canada Permanent Building, 432 Richards Street
(10101002300432)
Architect:

J.S.D. Taylor (1911-12)

2 storeys, reinforced concrete construction
London Building, 626 West Pender Street
Architect:

Somervell and Putnam (1912)

10 storeys, reinforced concrete
West Pender Building, 40 West Pender Street (1912)
Architect:

H.S. Griffith (Victoria/Vancouver)

9 storeys, steel cage construction
•Birks Building, 718 Granville Street (10101001200718)
Architects:

Somervell and Putnam (1912-13)

11 storeys, reinforced concrete
•Hudsons Bay Co. Department Store, Granville & Georgia
Sts. (10101001200600)
Architects:

Burke, Horwood & White (Toronto),

(1913)
6 storeys, reinforced concrete
Weart (Standard) Building, 510 West Hastings Street
Architects.

Russell, Babcock & Rice (1913)

15 storeys, steel cage construction
Credit-Foncier Building, 850 West Hastings Street
Architects:

H.L. Stevens & Co. (1913-14)

10 storeys, reinforced concrete
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•Canadian Pacific Railway Station, 601 West Cordova
St. (10101008100601)
Architects:

Barott, Blackader & Webster (Mtl.),

(1912-14)
•Merchants' Bank (Bank of Montreal), 500 Granville
Street (10101001200500)
Architects:

Somervell and Putnam, (1915)

3 storeys, reinforced concrete
The 19 buildings listed above display various structural
and stylistic trends occurring in Vancouver during this
period.

The Dominion and World Buildings, both designed

locally, reflected their owners' ambitions to erect distinctive
towers befitting Vancouver's stature as a major metropolis.
Both buildings featured wasteful central cores with spiral
staircases which proved uncompetitive with contemporary
slab-type designs for office rental.

In both cases the

buildings also proved to be financially disasterous for
their owners. More successful were the visually less
spectacular but structurally equally-sophisticated slabtype office blocks designed by other local firms such as
Hooper and Watkins (Winch and Bower Buildings), Parr and
Fee (Vancouver Block plus numerous smaller buildings—eg.
872 and 1060 Granville ) and Somervell & Putnam.

Somervell's

designs were consistently sophisticated and successful;
they were also invariably reinforced concrete as opposed
to the more locally-favoured steel cage superstructure.
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The now-destroyed Birks Building is generally considered
as the most impressive example of this architect's work
in the city.
Certain external features were peculiar to commercial
buildings of this period.

Most notable was the extensive

use of terra cotta and glazed brick for exterior veneers.
The Dominion Building, Birks Building and Vancouver Block
feature extensive use of one or both of these materials
a variety of glazed white brick became a standard feature
of Parr and Fee commercial blocks (the Vancouver Block
included) during this period.

Variations on the Commercial

and Sullivanesque Styles (termed Edwardian Commercial by
Kalman)

prevailed on most major commercial blocks of

the period, receiving their most classical treatment by
Somervell and other non-local firms.
A number of other distinctive commercial building
types survive from the 1909-13 period.

Among these are

various brick apartment blocks which appeared increasingly
after 1908. Stiffened building regulations encouraged
the construction of brick veneered examples throughout
the city.

The most fashionable ones were located in the

West End; a large concentration of less-attractive tenements
in the East End housed predominantly immigrant labour groups.
The following are representative examples from various
sections of the city:
Elcho Apartments, 845 Davie Street (West End)
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-architects:

Grant and Henderson (1909)

-4 storeys
Banff Apartments, 1201 West Georgia Street (West End)
-architect:

H.B. Watson (1909)

-4 storeys
Jackson Apartments, 660 Jackson Street (East End)
- architect:

E.E. Blackmore (1910)

•Quebec Manor Apartments (orig. Mount Stephen Apts.)
(Mount Pleasant)
-architects:

Townsend and Townsend (1911-12)

-4 storeys (101010009800101)
Caroline Court, 1058 Nelson Street (West End)
-architect:

R.M. Matheson (1912)

-7 storeys
•Kensington Plaza Apartments, 1386 Nicola (West End)
-architect unknown (1913-14)
-4 storeys (10101000401386)
Rooming House, 48 E. Cordova (East End)
-architect:

H. Braunton (1911)

-6 storeys
Multi-storeyed baywindows, deeply recessed light wells
and a yellow-orange coloured brick veneer were recurring
features on apartment blocks.

Ornamentation varied from

non-existent, as in the case of the East End tenements
to ornate, as exemplified by the Kensington Plaza and Quebec
Manor Apartments. While the examples located in more prosperous
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areas such as the West End featured brick walls on all
sides, the less-reputable ones usually had metal clad side
and/or rear walls, with brick on the front facade only.
A general trend towards higher buildings and a greater
suite/storey ratio occurred, culminating in structures
such as the 70 suite Caroline Court.
Of the various ethnic groups which settled in Vancouver,
only the Chinese left cultural traces in their pre-1914
fi 7

architecture.

(A Jananese Buddhist temple, 1603 Franklin,

bears close resemblance to frame churches found throughout
the city).

Representative examples of Chinese commercial

architecture are the following buildings:
Chinese Benevolent Association, 104 East Pender St.
-architect unknown (1908)
Stores and rooming house, 27 East Pender St.
-architect:

R.J. MacDonald (1910)

23 East Pender Street
-architect: W.H. Chow (1914)
Sam Kee Building, 1 West Pender St.
-architect unknown (1913)
Distinctive features of Chinese buildings were the
use of recessed balconies on upper floors, and the inclusion
of "cheater stories", low ceilinged stories inserted above
the main floor but apparently not taxable as additional
storeys.

With the exception of W.H. Chow, commissioned

designers of Chinese buildings were local white architects
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who carried out the specifications laid down by their patrons;
W.T. Whiteway, William E. Sproat, and R.A. MacKenzie were
frequently commissioned (Whiteway occasionally teamed up
with W.H. Chow; R.A. MacKenzie had spent five years practicing
architecture in Northern China for an American-based firm).
The majority of major Chinese commercial buildings were
built during the 1920s, although they are stylistically
similar to earlier examples.

The sole example included

in the CIHB 121-125 East Pender Street - (1010102200121125).
Rapid population growth resulted in a new school building
program in Vancouver around 1910. A series of reinforced
concrete buildings, veneered with brick and stone, was
erected throughout the city under the direction of N.A.
Leech, Vancouver school board architect.68 Surviving examples
include:
Lord Tennyson SChool, 1936 W. 10th Ave. (1911)
General Wolfe School, 4251 Ontario St. (1910)
General Brock School, 4860 Main St. (1911)—main section
Charles Dickens School, 3351 Glen Dr. (1912)
Sir James Douglas School (formerly Laura Secord),
7550 Victoria Drive (1913)
General Gordon School, 2896 West 6th Ave. (1912)
Henry Hudson School, 1551 Cypress St. (1912)
Other institutional buildings from this period include:
•Court House and Annex, 800 West Georgia St. (1906-12)
-architects Rattenbury, Hooper
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Customs Examining Warehouse, 324 Howe St. (1911-13)
-architects:

D.P.W.

Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church (now Evangelistic
Tabernacle), 85 East 10th Ave. (1909-10)
- architects:

Parr & Fee

•Chalmers Presbyterian Church, 2801 Hemlock Street
(1911-12)
-architects:

S B. Bird (10101009102801)

•Postal Station C, 3102 Main St. (1914)
-architect: A. Campbell Hope (10101005203102)
A marked change in the scale and design of large expensive
residences corresponded with the opening of new exclusive
districts, most notably Shaugnessy Heights. Beginning
in 1910, dozens of affluent businessmen commissioned elegant
mansions in this area, as well as in the gradually developing
area known as Point Grey.

An indication of the diversity

of styles which appeared is evident in the following examples:
•"Aberthau" - J.S. Rear House, 4397 West 2nd Ave.
(10101024204397)
-architects:

Maclure & Fox (1909)

Odium residence, 2530 Point Grey Rd.
-architects:

(10101003802530)

Honeyman & Curtis (1909)

•Hycroft"-A.D. McRae House, 1489 McRae Ave. (10101000601489)
-architects:

Somervell and Putnam

•"Glen Brae" - William L. Tait House, 1690 Matthews Ave.
(10101021801690)
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- architects:

Parr and Fee (1911)

*T.J. Baxter house, 2740 Yukon St. (Fairview)
(10101008502740)
-architects:

Jones & Aspell (1913)

•N. Morin house, 410 West 12th Ave. (Fairview)
(10101008900410)
- architects:

Parr & Fee (1909)

*F.L. Buckley house, "Iowa", 3498 Osier Street
(10101019403498)
-architects:

MacKenzie and Ker (1913)

F.W. Morgan house, 3538 Osier Street
-architect:

R. MacKay Fripp (1912)

Hugh McLean house, 3741 Hudson Street
-architects:

Grant, Henderson and Cook (1913)

•The Hollies, 1350 The Crescent (10101000301350)
-architect:

unknown

The homes of Shaughnessy reflected both the prevailing
designs of major regional architects (Maclure & Fox) and
in other instances the whims and/or tastes of individual
patrons (lumber baron W.L. Tait's home was reputedly intended
to evoke images of a Scottish castle).

Tudor Revival, Shingle

Style, Classical Revival and Queen Ann—along with innumerable
variations, were represented in the homes erected in this
exclusive area by Vancouver's affluent entrepreneurs and
politicians.
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The most notable trend in the city's popular housing
during this period was the previously—mentioned appearance
of California Bungalow designs around 1910. Although plans
could be purchased directly from Los Angeles and Seattlebased firms (and the numerous surviving copies of bungalow
copy books suggest this was frequently done),

local firms

produced adaptations more suited to the Vancouver climate.
A major feature was the inclusion of ground-level (or partially
excavated) basements which resulted in a higher profile
than typical Californian designs. Major features of Californian
bungalow designs—full length front verandahs, clinker
brick, extensive overhangs and bracketing, became standard
features of Vancouver designs. Bracketing and eaves trim
reached stylistic extremes possibly not equalled elsewhere;
row developments in Kitsilano are particularly notable
for this characteristic.

"Bungaloid" features, particularly

the predominant use of cedar shingling for external veneers,
along with large eaves overhangs and extensive bracketing,
were quickly incorporated in larger multi-storeyed designs,
resulting in variations such as "chalet style" residences,
(see Baxter residence, 10101008502740). This shift in
stylistic features becomes evident from a comparison of
the following examples with the list of examples from the
previous period:
1342 Maple Street (Kitsilano Point)
-builders:

Bentley & Wear (1914)
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1343 Maple Street
-builders:

Prudential Builders Co. (1911)

2100 Block MacDonald (Kitsilano)
-builders:

Bentley & Wear (1912)

2700 block West 7th Ave. (Kitsilano)
2000 block West 15th Ave. (Talton Place)
-Prudential Builders (1909-11)
2631 West 3rd Ave. (Kitsilano)
-Vancouver Home Builders (1910)
2575 West 3rd Ave.
-Bentley & Wear (1911)
1621 Salisbury
-Western Home & Improvement Co. (1910)
Long-established local architects quickly adapted
themselves to this change in style. A home designed by
R. MacKay Fripp in 1910 (1106 Maple Street) may be compared
with those produced by Vernon Brothers, Bentley & Wear
or Prudential Builders during the same period.

Other low

and middle priced housing by prominent local architects
included the follwing:
1442 & 1816 Haro Street (1909)
- Dalton & Eveleigh
1846 Haro Street (1911)
- Dalton & Eveleigh
2526 Cornwall Street (1910)
- E. Stanley Mitton
1762 Pendrell Street (1909)
- Sharp & Thompson
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825 Broughton Street (1913)
- S.B. Birds
345 West 11th Ave. (1910)
- Townsend & Townsend
131 West 12th Ave. (1913)
- Jones & Aspell
Vancouver's "Golden Years of Growth" came to an abrupt
halt in 1913. Permit sales dropped from a peak of $20
million in 1912 to $10 million the following year, and
just $4 million in 1914. The collapse of the real estate
industry brought construction to a halt in the city, and
the numbers of architects and contractors which had so
recently inflated declined at a correspondingly fast rate.
Few of the architectural firms which had been prominent
during the pre-1914 period survived the prolonged recession
which lasted until the close of World War I. A few, most
notably Thomas Hooper, moved elsewhere to open new practices
(Hooper moved to New York in 1915) ; others like Maclure
weathered the lean years and resurfaced during the 1920s.
The firm of Sharp & Thompson not only survived but continues
to flourish in the city (Thompson, Berwick & Pratt).

The

numerous assembly-line home builders of the 1910-13 period
disappeared, but were replaced by similar firms building
similar houses during the 1920s,
In 1912 an observer wrote of Vancouver's architecture;
As the inevitable result of the rapidity
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which the city has grown, the buildings
of Vancouver are far from presenting any
uniformity of appearance.

To see in close

proximity three structures marking as many
stages of civic development is indeed
not an uncommon sight. 70
Remnants from these three stages persist throughout
the early parts of the city, sixty years after this comment
was made.

These structures are worthy of study, both as

a reflection of a city's growth from infancy to maturity
in an extremely short time span, and as the products of
a flow of architectural ideas both westward via the CPR
and northward from California,which persisted throughout
this period.

Vancouver's physical appearance was shaped

by the unique interplay of these influences in combination
with the abundance of local materials and wealth.
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The only known pre-1886 structure is the Hastings
Mill Store, now relocated at the foot of Alma Street
in the Point Grey area.

2

Vancouver, British Columbia: The Pacific Coast Terminus
of the CPR, (Vancouver, 1888), pp. 19-21. This early
publication listed major employers in the city: Hastings
Mill—200; Royal City Mills: 100; Moodyville Mill:
300; CPR: 500-600 (Yaletown).

3

Norbert MacDonald, "A Critical Growth Cycle for Vancouver,
1900-1914", B.C. Studies, No. 14, (Spring, 1973),
p. 34. (Hereafter cited as "MacDonald").

4

E. Mallandaine, 1887 British Columbia Directory.
Adds for Royal City Mills, Moodyville Sawmill, McLennan
& McFeely, and Commercial Mills appeared. The various
firms offered sashes, doors, rough and dressed lumber,
mouldings, turning and shaping, schroll-sawing, etc.

5

Canada. Government, Census of Canada, (Ottawa, 1891),
vol I, pp. 8-9, table 2: "Population, Families and
Dwellings".

6

Henderson's B.C. Directory, 1889, p. 537: four brick
works were in operation in Haney, 1 in Port Moody,
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described as follows: north: Burrard St. to Georgia,
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Op. cit.
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Daily World. (Vancouver), 31 December 1888, p. 5.
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"cottage B", suggesting that Price had produced a
standard plan for the railway. It featured a first
storey of ashlar and brick, with decorative shingling
on the gable ends. It has long-since been demolished.
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Firms were:

(Steel) E.G. Blackwell
Bostock & Abbott
Evans, colman & Evans
Colin F. Jackson
McLennan & McFeely
(Concrete)Parr & Fee (designers)
Concrete Engineering & Construction Co.
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Pearce & Hope
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Vancouver To-day, Architecturally, (Vancouver,c. 1900)
(unnumbered pages); Taylor & Gordon cited as architects,
W.T. Dalton as supervising architect.

42
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Ibid., p. 1: the editor noted that, "For every three
newcomers to Vancouver during 1911, the city built
a home".
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Province, (Vancouver) 11 April 1908 p. 31.
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V.C.A. Add. Mss. 98: Mainland Fire Underwriters'
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Examples: Jud Yoho, Craftsman Bungalows, (Seattle,
1914);
E.W. Stillwell, West Coast Bungalows (Los Angeles,
undated)
Little Bungalows (L.A., undated)
Representative Calfornia Houses (L.A.,
undated)
~
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Boam, op. cit.

Appendix A
Trends in Vancouver construction industry, 1888-1913*
1888

1891

1894

1898

1901

1905

1910

1913

Population

8,500

13,685

17,000

22,000

26,133

45,000

93,700

114,220

Assessed property
value

$3.5m.

$11.9m.

$18.3m. $17.2m. $20.2m.

1150

3,639

Year

Total number of
buildings
Building permit
sales

—

Practising
architects

—

6

9

$28.5m. $106.4m. $226.6m.

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

$3 m.

$13 m.

$10 m.

11

7

12

17

58

105
-J

to

Saw and shingle
mills

6

9

12

3

5

Sash and door
factories

—

Real estate
agents

15

54

Building societies

—

—

n.a.

8

13

38

c. 21

2

3

7

12

35

59

24

40

100

4

6

5

4

n.a.
4

353
--

•Based upon Henderson's and Williams' Vancouver City Directories, 1891 and 1901 Canadian
Census, City of Vancouver Permit Records.
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Appendix B
Vancouver architects, 1888-1905
1888

1891

William Blackmore
Edward Mallandaine jr.
A.E. McCartney
McCoskie & Co.
C O . Wickenden*
N.S. Hoffar*

E. Crickmay
W.T. Dalton
R. MacKay Fripp
T. Hooper
E. Kingcombe
C O . Wickenden*

1894

1898

William Blackmore
A.W. Dresser
R. MacKay Fripp
C.E. Hope
T.E. Julian
A.H. Towle
A.E. MacCartney
F.M. Rattenbury
J. Walker
C O . Wickenden
W.H. Wheeler

William Blackmore
W.T. Dalton
A.E. MacCartney
Maclure and Parr
J.W. Malory
E.A. Whitehead
C O . Wickenden

1901

1905

Percy Beesley
William Blackmore
W.T. Dalton
G.W. Grant
Emil Guenther
N.S. Hoffar
T.E. Julian
A.E. MacCartney
J.W. Mallory
C O . Wickenden
Parr and Fee

Allan and Co.
W.H. Archer
John Balmeau
E.E. Blackmore
Dalton and Eveleigh
Grant and Henderson
Emil Guenther
J.J. Honeyman
Hooper and Watkins
T.E. Julian
James Kelly
Maclure and Fox
Parr and Fee
William Richards
Strand and Pearce
W.T. Whiteway
C O . Wickenden

Based on commercial listings in Henderson's and Williams'
Vancouver directories. The number of architects listed
in later years jumped markedly. 58 firms were listed
in 1910; by 1913, 105 separate firms were practising
in the city.
*Not entered in city directory listing but known to be
practising at this time.
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Vancouver architects (cont'd.)
1910
W.H. Archer
G.M. Bayly
Herbert M. Barker
A.E. Bewick
Arthur J. Bird
E.E. Blackmore
J.H. Bowman
Kennerley Bryan
Campbell & Bennett
W.S. Campbell
J.E. Chambers
R. Lennox Clark
A.A. Cox
J.B. Croly
Dalton & Eveleigh
L.E. Davick
Wm. Doctor
James J. Donnellan
R.M. Fripp
Gamele & Knapp
Wm. F. Gardiner
Grant & Henderson
H.S. Griffith
J.S. Helyer & Son
Honeyman & Curtiss
Thomas Hooper
Hope & Baker
E.W. Houghton

George A. Hovel
Carver Irwin & Co.
Jones & Aspell
Claude P. Jones
T.E. Julian
Daniel McAuley
R.J. MacDonald
Frank W. Macey
James C. MacKenzie
Maclure & Fox
Parr & Fee
Purvis Perry & Co.
J.W. Reagey
Wm. A.S. Richards
Sharp & Thompson
Smith & Goodfellow
Sholto Smith
W. Marberry Somervell
(J.L. Putnam mgr.)
W.C. Stevens
Allan B. Stroud
J.S.D. Taylor
Thornton & Jones
Townsend & Townsend
R.P. Streling Twizell
United Building Ass'n. Ltd.
John Waterson
Henry E. Watson
W.T. Whiteway
C O . Wickenden
Wright, Rushforth
& Cahill
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INTRODUCTION
The following brief reports have been prepared by the
Historical Research Section of the Canadian Inventory of
Historic Building in an attempt to collect some data about
early Canadian architecture.

They do not pretend to represent

exhaustive research on any building:

they are irregular

in the depth of information they contain, and they do not
attempt to cover all of the early, or even important buildings
in any community.

Instead, they represent only a selected

sampling of interesting early Canadian building which has
been researched to obtain comparative data.
Any style denominations given to these buildings must
be considered temporary only.

Final denominations will

be applied to conform with the definitions of Canadian
styles as they are outlined by the Architectural Analysis
Section of the Canadian Inventory of Historic Building.
This manuscript has been compiled for the use of CIHB
historians; consequently, it is organized in consecutive
geocode order. A geocode is comprised of 14 digits, e.g.
10101000700522. The first group of digits (10101) indicates
the province and city or area; the second (0007) gives
the name of the street; the final five digits (00522) represent
the number of the street address at the time the building
was recorded by the CIHB (in this case, 522).
The centre four digits provide the key to the organization
of reports in this manuscript.

A list of street geocodes
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or street names in geocode order is given below to indicate
their consecutive order.

Buildings on the same street

will be found in order of their street address number.
Geocode

Street Name

10101000200000

Haro Street

10101000300000

The Crescent

10101000400000

Nicola Street

10101000600000

McRae Avenue

10101000700000

Alexander Street

10101000800000

Cardero Street

10101001000000

Barclay Street

10101001100000

Comox Street

10101001200000

Granville Street

10101001300000

Davie Street

10101001500000

West Georgia Street

10101001800000

Burrard Street

10101001900000

West Hastings Street

10101002200000

East Pender Street

10101002300000

Richards Street

10101002400000

Thurlow Street

10101003000000

Cordova Street West

10101003100000

East Hastings Street

10101003200000

Powell Street

10101003800000

Point Grey Avenue

10101005200000

Main Street

10101005600000

Cordova Street East
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10101005700000

Beatty Street

10101007200000

Water Street

10101008500000

Yukon Street

10101008900000

West 12th Avenue

10101009100000

Hemlock Street

10101009200000

West Broadway

10101009300000

West 8th Avenue

10101009600000

West 7th Avenue

10101009800000

East 7th Avenue

10101010900000

St. George Street

10101014600000

Napier

10101019200000

Matthews Avenue

10101019400000

Osier Avenue

10101022200000

Cambridge Street

10101024100000

Hamilton

10104001300000

Squamish Indian Reserve,
North Vancouver
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TABLE OF CONTENTS BY STREET ADDRESS
Buildings are included in geocode order.

This list has

been compiled to provide the convenience of retrieval by
street address.
Geocode

Address

Building Name

10101000700522

522 Alexander Street

10101001001415

1415 Barclay Street

10101005700620

620 Beatty Street

Drill Hall and Armouries

10101001800355

355 Burrard Street

Marine Building

10101001800690

690 Burrard Street

Christ Church Cathedral

10101022202700

2700 Cambridge Street

Fire Hall No. 14

10101000801000

1000 Cardero Street

Lord Roberts Primary
School

10101001101114

1114 Comox Street

10101001101120

1120 Comox Street

10101001101164

1164 Comox Street

10101005600301

301 Cordova Street

10101003000014-28

14-28 Cordova Street

St. James Anglican
Church
Dunn-Miller Block

West
10101003000306

306 Cordova Street West Arlington Hotel

10101003000311-15

311-15 Cordova Street

Home Block

10101003000601

601 Cordova Street West

Canadian Pacific
Railway Station

10101001301531

1531 Davie Street

Gabriola

10101003100150

150 East Hastings Street Pantages Theatre

10101003100297

297 East Hastings Street Orange Hall

10101002200121-125

121-125 East Pender
Street

Wong Rung Har
Tong
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10101002200592

592 East Pender Street

Lord Strathcona School

10101009800101

101 East 7th Avenue

Mt. Stephen Apts.

10101001200470

470 Granville Street

Rogers Building

10101001200500

500 Granville Street

Merchants Bank

10101001200559

559 Granville Street

Reid Butchers

10101001200600

600 Granville Street

Hudson's Bay Company
Department Stores

10101001200718

718 Granville street

Birks Building

10101001200884

884 Granville Street

Orpheum Theatre

10101001200925

925 Granville Street

Vermilyea Block

10101001201300

1300 Granville Street

Colonial Hotel

10101024100869

869 Hamilton street

10101000201071

1071 Haro Street

10101009102801

2801 Hemlock Street

Chalmers Presbyterian
Church

10101005200390

390 Main Street

Bank of Montreal

10101005200401

401 Main Street

Carnegie Free Library

10101005202349

2349 Main Street

Royal Bank of Canada

10101005203102

3102 Main Street

Postal Station "C"

10101029101690

1690 Matthews Avenue

Glen Brae

10101000601489

1489 McRae Avenue

Hycroft

10101014601795

1795 Napier

Robertson Presbyterian
Church

10101000401386

1386 Nicola Street

Kensington Plaza Apts.

10101019403498

3498 Osier Avenue

Iowa

10101003802530

2530 Point Grey Avenue

Logan House

10101003200043

43 Powell Street

Hotel Europe

10101002300432

432 Richards Street

Century House
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10101002300646

646 Richards Street

Holy Rosary Cathedral

10101010902216-18

2216-2218 St. George
Street

10104001300426

Squamish Indian Reserve

St. Paul's Roman

North Vancouver

Catholic Church

10101000301350

1350 The Crescent

The Hollies

10101000301363

1363 The Crescent

10101002400784

784 Thurlow Street

10101002401025

1025 Thurlow Street

10101007200028

28 Water Street

Terminus Hotel

10101009201890

1890 West Broadway

Dick Building

10101009301417
10101001500800)
10101000900800)

1417 West 8th Avenue
800 West Georgia Street

Hodson Residence
Provincial Court
House

10101001900001

1 West Hastings Street

Merchants Bank

10101001900207

207 West Hastings Street Dominion Building

10101001900404

404 West Hastings Street Royal Bank

10101001900605

605 West Hastings Street Empire Building

10101001900698

698 West Hastings Street —

10101001900701

701 West Hastings Street Vancouver Post

Manhattan Apts.

Office
10101001900739

739 West Hastings Street Winch Building

10101001900744

744 West Hastings Street Pemberton Building

10101001900846

846 West Hastings Street Ceperley, Rounsfell
& Co., Building
1726 West 7th Avenue
Alexandra Neighbourhood

10101009601726

House
10101008900410

410 West 12th Avenue

10101008502740

2740 Yukon Street
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - H i s t o r i c a l Building Report

Historian:Warren Sommer
Date: J u n e

1975

Ceocodc: 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 7 1
City: V a n c o u v e r
Address: 1 0 7 1 H a r o S t .
Building Name:
(If important)
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB

Building

Information

Date of Construction:
Architect: P r o b a b l y
Bullder:J.G.

1898
none

Mortimore

Craftsmen ( L i s t Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners

and reason i d e n t i f i e d

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building u s e : R e s i d e n t i a l

-

single

dwelling

Major building material : wood
Al t e r a t i o n s :
General Nature

Comments: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e

period.

Date

vernacular

Builder

Architect

residential

design

from

1898-1905
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1071 Haro Street

Vancouver

The house at 1071 Haro Street was probably built at a
cost of $1,600 with its address then numbered 1035. The
first occupant was J.G. Mortimore, a plumber, who was
listed as the first resident of 1071 in the year 1903.
Mortimore had been recorded by the City Directory as a
resident at 1035 Haro in the years 1899 to 1902, but when
in 1903 the City Directory first listed him at 1071, it
also dropped 1035 from its listing, thus suggesting that
the address had simply been renumbered.

Further support

for an 1898 construction date is provided by Goad's Fire
Insurance Atlas of Vancouver.

The Atlas was published

in 1897 but was updated annually (to 1901).

When coupled

with information from the City Directory, it seems almost
certain that 1071 Haro was built in 1898, but was initially
numbered 1035.
James G. Mortimore arrived in Vancouver about 1892,
following the precedent of his relatives W.H. Mortimore
and Sidney Charles Mortimore, brothers and tailors. 2
J.G. Mortimore began work as a plumber soon after his
arrival in the city and was for a short while in partnership in the firm of Townley and Mortimore.

S.C. Mortimore,

Jr., and J.H. Mortimore, Jr., had both become plumbers
by 1906, probably in the hire of J.G. Mortimore.3
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In May 1905, the city issued a building permit to
4
J.G. Mortimore for construction totalling $2,400.
The
permit was probably for the construction of a house at
1067 Haro, on the same small lot as 1063 (residence of
S.C. Mortimore and his family), and to the immediate east
of 1071. Mortimore may have owned both lots and was likely
seeking either additional revenue for himself or further
housing for his numerous relatives.

Since there was no

zoning by-law in 1905 for the city's west end residential
district, individuals like Mortimore were able to develop
their properties with minimal restrictions.

The resultant

landscape was chaotic, with apartments, cottages, mansions
and industry in close proximity to each other.
J.G. Mortimore may well have built 1071 without the
aid of an architect or contractor.

By the late nineteenth

century pattern books of easy to follow builder's plans
were readily available.

Construction of a house of modest

proportions ought not to have presented a problem to a
tradesman such as Mortimore.
1071 Haro is a shallow frame house of two and onehalf stories.

Its gabled front faces the street. Like

many Vancouver dwellings of its era, it lacks a basement.
The structure is sheathed in shiplap, relieved by Victorian
scalloped shingles under the gable and on the front bay
window.

Picturesque detail is provided by a fan of turned

wood ballusters under the gable.

Large fretted brackets
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support the eaves. A small roofless balcony was once
attached above the building's ground floor doorway.

Some

original detail survives within the house, notably in
door and window surrounds and mouldings. Leaded stained
glass is found in the front upper storey windows.
As is common in working class landscapes in Vancouver,
the house (like those adjacent to it) is set upon a small
lot, with a minimal setback from the street, and its grounds
show minimal attempts at landscape gardening.

The house

was built at the eastermost edge of the west end, far
from its elite core. The house is at present in only
fair condition and its site is threatened by redevelopment.

87
Endnotes:
1

City Directory (Vancouver, 1903).

2

Ibid.

3

Ibid.

4

Province (Vancouver), 18 January 1906, p. 21.
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

Historian: Warren Sommer
Date: J u l y 1975

Geocode: 10101000301350
City:

Vancouver

Address: 1350 The C r e s c e n t
Building Name: "The H o l l i e s "
(If important) (as of
1949)
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1912
Architect:

Unknown

Builder: Unknown
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner: George E. Macdonald, i n d u s t r i a l i s t
Notable subsequent owners and reason identified: A l e * a n d e r Robert Mann,
e x e c u t i v e of Canadian N o r t h e r n Railway S i r Walter C a r p e n t e r
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason identified:

Building use:

Residential - single dwelling (original)
R e s i d e n t i a l - inn ( p r e s e n t )
Major building material : wood
Al teratlons:
General Nature
Date
Architect
s u b d i v i d e d i n t o g u e s t home
1949
e x t e n s i v e i n t e r i o r r e n o v a t i o n s 1975

Builder

Comments:was one o f t h e f i r s t homes t o be b u i l t i n t h e Canadian
P a c i f i c R a i l w a y ' s e x c l u s i v e Shaughnessey r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t .
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1350 The Crescent

Vancouver

1350 The Crescent was built in the year 1912 but acquired
the name "the Hollies" only in 1949 when it became a guest
home.

The Hollies was one of the first houses to be built

in the Canadian Pacific Railway's exclusive Shaughnessy
residential district.

Built at a cost of around $35,000

the house is located on the city's most prestigious street,
the Crescent, a circular roadway enclosing a lawn.
The Hollies was built for Vancouver industrialist
George E. Macdonald.

The name of its architect and contractor

may never be known, for 1912 building permits from Point
Grey Municipality either no longer exist or were never
kept.

A check of building permits and of the Journal

of Commerce and building Record for 1912-20 revealed no
additional work done on Macdonald's property, and thus
offered no suggestion of whom the initial architect might
have been.
George Macdonald was born in Cumberland, Nova Scotia
in 1866 and came to British Columbia twenty years later
in the employ of the CPR.

In 1899 with CPR executive

C M . Marpole he formed the Macdonald-Marpole Co. Ltd.,
coal suppliers. Macdonald was at one time general manager
of the Pacific Great Eastern Railway and held interests
in British Columbian timber and mining industries. He
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was for several years president of the Vancouver Liberal
Association and upon his death was eulogized by the city's
press as "an ardent Liberal of great sincerity and an
indefatigable worker for his party".

Macdonald had also

been an influential member of the city's booster "100,000
Club".

He was involved in "every effort for the building

of Vancouver and gave unsparingly of his time, energy
and money".
In 1922 Macdonald vacated his home on the Crescent
(perhaps by death), and Alexander Robert Mann took possession. 2
Mann was an executive in the Canadian Northern Railway.
He occupied the home until 1943 when Sir Walter Carpenter,
a leading Australian industrialist, became its owner.
Carpenter remained until 1946. The house then had a number
of owners until 1949 when it was subdivided as the Hollies
Manor Guest House (though remaining in the possession
3
of a single owner).
By 1924 most of Vancouver's Shaughnessey subdivision
had long been filled.

A contemporary travel guide described

the area as "a place of beautiful and dignified dwellings
characteristic of the best modern English and American
4
home design".
But the American influence in Shaughnessy
house design was minimal at best. While the influence
of the American Prairie School may be seen in a few subleties
of detail, most of Shaughnessy presents an overwhelmingly
English atmosphere of half-timbered work and Tudor chimney
pots.
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Macdonald's house, of 19th century "Federal" inspiration,
is perhaps the most blatantly American design in the district,
even though its builder was a Nova Scotian.

The house

presents a grand Ionic portico to the street, with a Palladian
window in the pediment.

Entablatures support the eaves.

Gabled dormers provide lighting for rooms in the attic
but detract from the temple imagery of the house.

Classical

detail surrounds the structure's windows and a fine classical
doorway (with side lights) leads from the portico to the
building's interior. While the facade of the structure
is substantially intact, the building's interior is currently
(July 1975) undergoing extensive renovations.
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Endnotes:
1

Vancouver City Archives. George E. Macdonald Docket.

2

City Directory (Vancouver, 1922): Harold Kalman,
Exploring Vancouver, (Vancouver, 1974) p. 133, 138.

3

George E. Macdonald Docket, loc. cit.

4

Captivating Vancouver (Vancouver, 1924) p. 51.

95
Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

Historian:Warren Sommer
D a t e : j u l y 1975

Geocodc:

10101000301363

City :Vancouver
Address: 1363 The C r e s c e n t
Building

Nnmc :

(If important)

Source of Title Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 9 1 0 - 1 1
Architect:

Unknown

Builder: Unknown
Craftsmen (List Type)
...
,
. . ,
Matthew Hendrie L e g g a t , d e a l e r
Name and occupation
of original
owner : i.n_ s_«>.
^..-.a....-^
r
•
h i p hardware
Notable subsequent owners and reason Identified: Q.H. Wong ( n o t a r y p u b l i c )
S i r Walter Carpenter
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason identified:

building use: R e s i d e n t i a l - s i n g l e

dwelling

Major building material : wood
Alterations:
General Nature
extensive renovations

Comments:

Date
1 9 5 0 s t o 1970s

Architect

Builder
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1363 The Crescent

Vancouver

1363 The Crescent was built in 1910 for Matthew Hendrie Leggat,
at an estimated cost of $20,000.

Leggat was a major

Vancouver dealer in "heavy and shelf hardware and ship
2
chandlery".
The names of the building's architect and
builder will probably never be determined, for records
of building permits for 1910 (in Point Grey Municipality)
no longer survive. A check of building permits for 1912-20
revealed no subsequent work on the Leggat property, and
thereby gave no clue of who the designer of the Leggat
house might have been.

A survey of records in the Journal

of Commerce and Building Record was similarly fruitless.
Matthew Hendrie Leggat's house was one of the earliest
to be built in Vancouver's prestigious Shaughnessey District.
The Canadian Pacific Railway, by far the city's largest
landowner, had developed the area as an alternative to
the old West End neighbourhood, then in decline. The
CPR ensured that the Shaughnessey subdivision would remain
a viable upper class district by imposing a number of
building restrictions.

Only houses valued at more than

$6,000.00 were permitted.

Further restrictions were imposed

in 1922 when the provincial legislature passed the Shaughnessey
Heights Building Restriction Act preventing the subdivision
of lots and assuring that the area would remain zoned
3
for single family dwellings.
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Leggat*s name appears in few directories of the province's
"elite" citizens, perhaps indicating that his social position
was not as significant as the location of his house.
Alternatively, Leggat may have been an unpretentious individual,
retiring from the glare of publicity.

While the Province

recorded his passing as a news item, it had little to
say about his position in the community.

It was simply

reported that Leggat had been born in Hamilton, that he
had come to Vancouver in the 1890s and established the
firm of Wood, Vallance and Leggat (he was vice president
until the firm was sold to Marshall-Wells in 1922) and
4
that he had been a prominent Rotarian.
Leggat died on 27 February 1936.

His widow,

Mrs. A.C. Leggat, continued to live at 1363 The Crescent
until 1948. Her son, Matthew Hendrie Leggat II remained
in the house through 1949.

Sir Walter Carpenter, an

Australian businessman, occupied the home in 1950, but
in the following two years the dwelling remained vacant.
Q.H. Wong, of Quon H. Wong Agencies (notary public) purchased
the house in 1953 and has remained there to the present
(July 1975) .
The Leggat house has undergone extensive and thorough
renovations during the last twenty years. Very little
of the building's interior has survived in its original
(1910-11) condition.

The exterior of the structure, however,

remains very much as it was.

98
1363 The Crescent is a two and one-half wood frame
dwelling built in a modified Georgian mode. The central
unit of the house is a two-storey cube, with a hipped
bellcast roof and small gabled dormers. A large pedimentlike gable (with a classical fan window and broken base
entablature) rises from the central bay and dominates
the structure's skyline. An elegant, curved open porch
rises through a single storey supporting a second level
balcony.

Classical columns add a pretentious note to

the entrance porch. Wooden pilasters with capitals define
the building's corners.

The severity of the classical

facade is somewhat relieved by projecting bow windows,
assymetrical massing, and decorative wooden panels in
the guard rails.
The design of the Leggat house is not at all typical
of early Shaughnessey.

Most homes in the area were built

in clearly Tudor or English domestic modes. With the
George E. Macdonald house across the street, 1363 The
Crescent provides an incongruous American note in an overwhelmingly "British" neighbourhood.
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Endnotes;
1

City Directory (Vancouver, 1910).

2

Ibid., 1912.

3

H. Kalman, Exploring Vancouver (Vancouver, 1974).

4

Province (Vancouver) 28 February 1936, p. 4.
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

Historian: Edward M i l l s
Date: October 1973

Geocode:
City:

10101000401386

Vancouver

Address: 1386 N i c o l a

Street

Building Name: K e n s i n g t o n
(if important) P l a z a A p t s .
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 9 1 3 - 1 4
Architect: Unknown
Builder: Unknown
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner: Unknown
Notable subsequent owners and reason Identified:
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason identified:

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l - m u l t i p l e
Major building material:
Alterations:
General Nature

Date

dwelling

Architect

Comments: A r e l a t i v e l y e a r l y example of l a r g e s c a l e
h o u s i n g i n V a n c o u v e r ' s West End a r e a .

Builder

apartment
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1386 Nicola Street

Vancouver

Little documentation is available on this large fivestorey West End apartment building.

A 1970 newspaper

article announcing the building's sale to "unnamed European
investors" noted that it had been erected in 1910 "by
either Robertson and Hackett Sawmills Limited or by its
principals".

A check through 1909 and 1910 building

permit records gives no record of a building being constructed
on this lot by Robertson and Hackett.

The building is

not indicated on the 1912 Goad's Fire Insurance Atlas
of Vancouver, suggesting that it must have been built
between 1913 and 1914, the latter year being its first
entry in the Vancouver City Directory.
The Kensington Plaza Apartments were designed for
prosperous clientele in what was then one of the city's
most desirable residential districts.

Individual suites

contain between 1,800 and 2,000 square feet. Each contains
a fireplace and quarters for domestic accommodation.
There are four apartments per floor.
Apartment buildings began appearing throughout the
West End in 1907. The present structure may be compared
with a number of somewhat earlier surviving examples,
notably the Manhattan Apartments (Parr & Fee, 1908) 784
Thurlow Street, and the Banff Apartments (H.B. Watson,
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1909) 1201 West Georgia Street, which were both four storeys
in height. By contrast, the Caroline Court, built in
1912 at 1058 Nelson Street (R.M. Matheson, architect)
rose to seven storeys and contained 70 suites, suggesting
that the present structure's low suite/storey ratio and
low height were conservative by the standards of the time
in the city.
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Endnotes:
1

Vancouver City Archives, newspaper clipping, "60
Year Old Apartment House Sold," 5 June 1970.

105
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Historian :Ed ward M i l l s
Date:October 1973

Geocode: 10101000601489
City: Vancouver
Address: 1489 McRae Avenue
Building Name:
(if important)

Hycroft

Source of Title Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 9 0 9 - 1 4
Architect: S o m e r v e l l and Putnam
Builder:
Craftsmen (List Type)

(Seattle)

. . « « , . ,
A . D . McRae, p r e s i d e n t of
Name and occupation of original owner: R i v e r L u m b e r C o .
Notable subsequent owners and reason identified:

Fraser

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason identified:
Residential - single dwelling (original)
Building use: Remedial
- h o s p i t a l (intermediate)
S o c i a l and R e c r e a t i o n a l - c l u b ( p r e s e n t )
Major building material :
Alterations:
General Nature
Architect
Date

Builder

Comments: Hydroft was t h e l a r g e s t and most p r e t e n t i o u s mansion
b u i l t i n Shaughnessy H e i g h t s .
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1489 McRae Avenue

Vancouver

Hycroft was undoubtedly the largest and most pretentious
mansion built in Vancouver's fashionable Shaughnessy Heights.
Its original owner, A.D. McRae, then president of the
Fraser River Lumber Company, was a fast-rising entrepreneur
who later attained the rank of general and finally senator.
Hycroft was conceived as, and remained throughout McRae"s
occupancy, the leading social centre for the city's upper
class and visiting dignitaries.
Built at a cost of $100,000

the building was designed
2
by Somervell and Putnam, a major Seattle-based firm.
Begun in 1909, it featured reinforced concrete construction
and steam heating.

It occupied a 5.2 acre site feature

formal gardens, pool, coachhouse and stables.
The building's interior featured elaborate plumbing
fixtures (the Senator's shower is of particular interest),
ornate plaster decoration on ceilings and walls, and a
dozen fireplaces, all imported from Italy.

Of note is

a carved sandstone model in the so-called Oak Room featuring
McRae's crest in the centre.

Ceramic tiles employed in

many of the bathrooms and the two solariums were also
Italian.
Senator McRae turned Hycroft over to the the Federal
Government in 1942 for use as a veterans' hospital. All
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furnishing apart from drapes and carpets were auctioned
off at this time. The building continued to serve as
a hospital until 1960.

It was purchased two years later

by the University Women's Club who undertook to restore
it as a centennial project.

The club did not purchase

all of the original five acre tract; the stables and a
large portion of the former gardens, including the pool,
were removed for a townhouse development.
remains and now serves as a studio.

The coachhouse
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Endnotes:
1

Vancouver City Archives, University Women's Club
Docket

2

Community Arts Council Historic Sites Survey; also
University Women's Club Docket, loc. cit.
Note: Somervell and Putnam were responsible for
a number of major Vancouver buildings, including
"Shannon", the only mansion in the city which
surpassed "Hycroft" in size and pretentiousness;
they also designed the Birks Buidling, cor.
Granville and Hastings (1911), Union Bank of
Canada, 550-580 W. Hastings, and Merchants Bank,
cor. Hastings and Carrall (1912).

I-

1

o

Figure 1: "Hycroft", 1927.

(Vancouver City /Archives, BUP. 688).
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Historian: Warren Sonuner
Date: September 1975

Geocode: 10101000700522
City:

Vancouver

Address:

522 Alexander
Street
Building Name:
(if important)

Source of Title Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1892
Architect: unknown
Builder: Unknown
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner:
Notable subsequent owners and reason identified:
Notable type of occupants: A l e x and John McKelvie
Notable occupants and reason identified:

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l - s i n g l e

dwelling

Major building material: wood
Alterations:
General Nature
demolished

c.

Date
1977

Architect

Builder

Comments: one o f t h e d w i n d l i n g number of r e s i d e n t i a l e x a m p l e s d a t i n g
from V a n c o u v e r ' s i n i t i a l phase of c o n s t r u c t i o n .
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522 Alexander Street

Vancouver

522 Alexander Street was built in 1892.

Located in

one of the longest inhabited areas of Vancouver, it is
one of a very few buildings of its age to survive to the
present.

The house is a modest two-storey wood-frame

structure.

It is built in a clearly Italianate manner,

a rare style in Vancouver.

While Victoria still preserves

much of its early Italianate housing stock, Vancouver does
not.

British Columbia's Lower Mainland was settled some

time after the Italianate mode had ceased to be popular.
Only a very few houses of the style were erected in Vancouver.
Fewer still survive.
The house at 522 Alexander Street built at an estimated
cost of $1,800, is a tall, narrow house with a low hipped
roof.

Its Italianate spirit is derived mainly from its

plain frieze and many elegant brackets. Though essentially
a cube, the house derives an element of the picturesque
through its two-storey front projecting bay and its small
covered porch and second storey balcony.

Lake many structures

of its age, the house is sheated by particularly wide
shiplap.

Its street number, 522, is inscribed in a stained

glass transom above the door.
The interior of the house is now in poor condition.
Even so, much of its original detail is still intact.
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Many 1892 mouldings, frames and surrounds remain (including
the ubiquitous boxed bull's eye corner pieces).

The single

interior flight of stairs still retains its turned wood
newel and ballustrers.

Original hinges, door knobs and

wall plates remain. A variety of panelled doors are also
to be found.
The house was first occupied by Alex and John McKelvie.

2

Alex was listed as a chemist by profession by the Vancouver
City Directory.

The Directory listed him as a roomer

at the Alexander Street address. John McKelvie was identified
3
as a foreman at A.J. McKelvie's Vancouver City Foundry.
The Directory listed him as a resident rather than as
a roomer. Whether he in fact owned the house is undetermined.
The McKelvie family was among the earliest in the city
and were prominent dealers in iron products.
Though in neglected condition, 522 Alexander Street
is still a good example of very early (and somewhat atypical)
Vancouver housing.

Built in close proximity to the mammoth

Hastings sawmill, the house was only briefly part of a
prestigious neighbourhood.

With increased industrialization,

the area has declined substantially.

Future expansion

of nearby factory and warehouse facilities will likely
mean the demolition of the house.
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Endnotes:
1

1901 Fire Insurance Atlas of Vancouver.

2

Vancouver City Directory (Vancouver, 1892).

3

Vancouver City Archives. A.J. McKelvie Docket.

H

Figure 1: Goad's 1901 Fire Insurance Atlas of Vancouver, (Vancouver;1901).
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Historian: Warren Sommer
Date:

Summer 1975

Geocode: 10101000801000
City:

Vancouver

Address: 1000 C a r d e r o

Street

Building Name: Lord R o b e r t s
(if important) P r i m a r y S c h o o l
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 9 0 7 - 8
Architect: w . T . Whiteway
Builder: McDonald and W i l s o n
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner: V a n c o u v e r Board of S c h o o l
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Trustees

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building u s e : E d u c a t i o n a l -

school

Major building m a t e r i a l : b r i c k and
Alterations:
General Nature
Date

stone
Architect

e x p a n s i o n - gym and a u d i t o r i u m 1954

Comments: o n e of s e v e r a l u t i l i t a r i a n V a n c o u v e r s c h o o l
by W.T. W h i t e w a y .

Builder
C.J. Oliver
Construction
designs
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1000 Cardero Street

Vancouver

Vancouver's primary school population was first served
by Sir William Dawson School, a building located on Burrard
Street, halfway between the city's West End and downtown
residential areas.

By 1901 the population of the West

End district had increased remarkably.

A new school building

became necessary, and in 1901, the first Lord Roberts
2
School was built on the 1000 block, Cardero Street.
The school was a wood frame structure, two and one-half
storeys high, and vaguely Romanesque in style. Similar
structures were erected to serve growing populations in
Fairview and Strathcona, two other residential areas.
The first Lord Robert School was opened on 29 March
1901.3

It had eight rooms and had cost $15,000.4

Its grounds covered a full city block
and had cost $13,000.

464 ft. x 284 ft.

By June of 1902 the school possessed

some 263 students and in two years' time all eight rooms were
fully in use. By 1905 the school's enrollment had swelled to
501, and two prefabricated structures were erected on the
grounds to accommodate the increase. But "school population
increased so rapidly that in 1907 tenders were let for a brick
building containing ten rooms and an auditorium."

The older

buildings were demolished at a later date. The second Lord
Roberts School is the subject of this report.
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It was extremely fitting that the West End's primary
school should be named as it was. General Lord Frederick
Roberts of Kandahar had gained heroic stature through
military campaigns in India, and more immediately, was
in 1901 respected as the only Imperial general to meet
with marked success in the South African War.

The residents

of Vancouver's West End were overwhelmingly of middle
class British origin, and intensely loyal to the Empire.
The Vancouver Board of School Trustees chose
W.T. Whiteway as architect of the second Lord Roberts
School.

Whiteway was born in Newfoundland in 1856 and

worked as an architect in Victoria and San Diego before
moving to Vancouver in 1896. Among his works can be counted
(in Vancouver) Woodward's Department Store, the Holden
Building, the Pennsylvania Hotel, and the Kelly-Douglas
o

Warehouse.
Whiteway was also responsible for the designs
of several early Vancouver schools: King Edward, McDonald,
g
Cedar Cove, Seymour and Lord Roberts.
Whiteway s work
was rarely remarkable, simply bland, functional, and perhaps
unimaginative.

Lord Roberts School is among the more

impressive of his designs.
The firm of McDonald and Wilson were responsible
for the construction of the building constructed at a
cost of $60,000.

William S. McDonald was the firm's

senior partner, Hugh Wilson the junior.

During the years

1905-13 McDonald and Wilson achieved recognition as the
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city's most respected firm of stonecutters and contractors.
The firm worked on several prestigious projects: the
Vancouver Court House, the Carnegie Library, and the additions
to the Victoria Legislature.

Of their work it was stated

that "its excellence, durability, and finish surpass that
of many other contractors."
The second Lord Roberts School was opened near Easter,
1908.12

It had cost the city $60,00013, thereby bringing

the property with its buildings and furnishings to a value
of $128,609.

In 1954 further expansion took place when

a $98,000 contract for a new gymnasium-auditorium complex
was awarded to C.J. Oliver Construction.
An East End School, Seymour, was built at the same
time as Lord Roberts, by the same architect and contractors
and at an identical cost.

In 1907 the Vancouver School

reported that Lord Roberts School "may be said to be an
exact duplicate of the new Seymour School, the plans being
the same, and the architect and builders the same".
Both buildings boasted modern heating and ventilation
systems.

Thermostats were located in each room, at that

time quite an innovation.

The Board's description of

Seymour School is equally applicable to Lord Roberts:
"The building, of three storeys and basement, is of pressed
brick and stone, after a handsome design by W.T. Whiteway, Esq.,
architect.

The fire escape provision is considered ample

to meet any possible demand...one of the features of the
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building will be the ventilation of the lavatories in
the most up-to-date fashion". 17
Lord Roberts School was an eclectic design—slightly
Italianate, slightly classical—but clearly institutional.
The building had three horizontal divisions:

a four-storey

central section with towers and omes, and two three-storey
wings to the sides. Romanesque windows, with hood moulds,
added a picturesque element to the central section's upper
floor.

Pediments over the structure's doorways provided

an appropriate note of authority.

The pediments and domes

have been removed from the building.
Lord Roberts interior decoration is modest to extremes.
Some original archways, door and window surrounds and
pieces of hardware remain, but possess no significant
artistic merits. The building remains in good condition
and still serves its original purpose.
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Endnotes:
1

Schools of Old Vancouver, J.M. Sandison, ed., (Vancouver,

1971).
2

Vancouver City Directory (Vancouver, 1910).

3

World (Vancouver) 30 March 1901, p. 2.

4

West Ender (Vancouver) 27 August 1958, p. 11.

5

Ibid.

6

Ibid.

7

Annual Report (year ending 31 December 1907) Vancouver
Board ot School Trustees.

8

Vancouver City Archives, AIBC Architect Docket No. 102.

9

Greater Vancouver Illustrated (Vancouver, 1908).

10

Annual Report, 1907, op. cit.

11

British Columbia Pictorial and Biographical (Winnipeg,
T5m pp. £27-628.
*—*

12

Annual Report, 1908, op. cit.

13

Ibid., 1907.

14

West Ender (Vancouver) 27 August 1958, p. 11.

15

Vancouver City Archives.

16

Annual Report, op. cit.

17

Ibid.

Lord Roberts School Docket.

Additional Sources
British Columbia Saturday Sunset, 24 August 1907,
p. 9.
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Historian:Edward M i l l s
Date: O c t o b e r

1973

Geocode: 10101001001415
City: V a n c o u v e r
Address :1415 B a r c l a y

Street

Building Name:
(if important)
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1893
Architect: A t t r i b u t e d t o F.M.
Builder:

Rattenbury

Craftsmen (List Type)

Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner: G u s t a v e A. Roedde
Notable subsequent owners and reason I d e n t i f i e d : C i t y of V a n c o u v e r
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l - s i n g l e d w e l l i n g ( o r i g i n a l )
Residential - multiple dwelling (present)
Major building material :
Alterations:
General Nature
add t o r e a r wing
extensive interior
renovation

Date
before
after

Architect

Builder

1923
1923

Comments:
I f i n f a c t d e s i g n e d by F.M. R a t t e n b u r y , i t r e p r e s e n t s
an e a r l y and r a t h e r c r u d e d e p a r t u r e from h i s l a t e r d e s i g n s .
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1415 Barclay Street

Vancouver

The West End, a residential district lying roughly between
the central business core of Vancouver and Stanley Park,
began emerging as the most prestigious sector around 1890,
when CPR executives and prominent local businessmen began
constructing large frame houses in the area.

Initial

development was concentrated in its northern sections,
along streets running parallel with the waterfront (Hastings,
Seaton, Pender, Dunsmuir, Georgia and Robson), as well
as along cross streets between Burrard and Jervis. The
West End is now the centre of intensive high-rise apartment
blocks, giving it the debatable distinction of the second
highest population density per square mile in North America.
Consequently, little remains from its initial phase as
a middle to upper class residential district.

In particular,

frame dwellings from the pre-1900 period have become increasingly
few and far between.
The Gustave Roedde house at 1415 Barclay is a representative
survivor from the 1890-1900 period.

It was built in 1893

for its original owner, a local bookbinder and stationer,
who continued to live there until his death in 1923.
It went through a succession of subsequent occupants,
and was eventually converted into a boarding house. Details
on the structure are typical of frame houses being erected
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in Vancouver prior to the turn of the century.

The small

but striking turret perhaps represents bookbinder Roedde's
attempt to make his rather modest home complete with the
numerous turreted and domed mansions which were becoming
a striking feature of West End residences.

(The prevalence

of these building features is revealed in the 1898 Bird's
Eye map of the city).

During Roedde's occupancy, the

house was enlarged by the addition of a rear wing (see
fire insurance maps. Figures 1 and 2).

Although the building

has not undergone any major external alterations since
Roedde's occupancy, the interior has deteriorated seriously
due to conversions into suites.
The house had aroused local interest due to the possibility
that it may have been designed by Francis Mawson Rattenbury.
Roedde's daughter-in-law, Mrs. T.H. Dupre, is the source
2
of this information (see enclosure, Figure 3). Rattenbury,
who is noted as the outstanding institutional architect
in British Columbia during the late 1890s-1902 period,
was responsible for the Provincial Legislative Building,
Empress Hotel and Bank of Montreal building in Victoria,
as well as the Vancouver Court House.

If the present

structure was indeed designed by Rattenbury it represents
an early and rather crude departure from his other designs.
An example of his later (1924) residential work is his
own home at 1701 Drive in Oak Bay (Victoria—Phase II).
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Endnotes;
1

Vancouver City Directories (Vancouver, 1892-1924).

2

See enclosed letter, Mrs. T.H. Dupre to R.D. Watt,
16 February 1974 (Figure 3).
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Figure 1: Goad's Fire Insurance Atlas (Vancouver:189 7).

H
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Figure 2: Goad's Fire Insurance Atlas (Vancouver: 1912).
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February 16th. 1974.
Mr. Robert D. Watt,
Vancouver Historical Society,
P.O. Box 3071,
Vancouver, B.C.
V6B 3X6.
Dear Mr. Watt,
In reference to our conversation in January,
I would like to assure you that I have known the Roedde
family since 1920.
On my first visit to 1415 Barclay Street as
a guest to dinner with the family, I was told by my fatherin-law to be, Mr. Gustav Adolph Roedde, that the Architect
who designed the house was Mr. Rattenbury, and that he
was also a personal friend.
On later occassions when the subject of the
design of the house came up in conversations Mr. Rattenbury
was always named as Architect.
My sister-in-law Mrs. Harry A Du Pre, the former
Miss Tilly Roedds, the only living member of a family
of six children was born at 1415 Barclay Street. She
also recalls such conversations and wishes to verify the
above statement.
Yours truly,
(signed) Mrs. T.H. Dupre.

Figure 3:

Letter from Mrs. T.H. Dupre.
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Historian:Warren Sommer
Date: October 1973

Geocode: 101011001101114
City:

Vancouver

Address: 1114 Comox S t r e e t
Building Name:
(if important)
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction:
Architect: Unknown
Builder: unknown
Craftsmen (List Type)

1907

Name and occupation of original owner:
James A. Tomlinson
Notable subsequent owners and reason identified:
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason identified:
Residential - single dwelling (original)
Building use: R e m e d i a l
- c l i n i c (intermediate)
, ,
R e s i d e n t i a l - s i n g l e dwelling (present)
Major building material :
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
Architect

Builder

Comments: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e example of development h o u s i n g in Vancouver
during the 1903-10 p e r i o d .
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1114 Comox Street

Vancouver

Building permit records are not available for the period
in which this frame house was constructed.

A check of

the 1903 Goad's Fire Atlas and city directories indicates
that it was not constructed before 1907.

In the 1912

Goad's Atlas it appears as one of four identical structures,
numbers 1110 to 1122 (see Figure 1).

James A. Tomlinson,

a lumberman, is listed as initial owner, and occupied
the house until 1911.

In 1912 it is listed as the Vancouver

Sanitarium, a role it evidently filled on a temporary
basis, for it reverts to being a single family dwelling
in the following year, its new owner being Leslie Hooey.
No further information is currently available on
this building.

Source:

Henderson's B.C. Directory, 1907.
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Figure 1: Goad's Fire Insurance Atlas. (Vancouver:

1912)
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Historian: Warren Sommer
Date: j

u n e

1975

Geocode: 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 2 0
City:

Vancouver

Address: 1 1 2 0 Comox

Street

Building Name:
(if important)
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 9 0 4
Architect: s . J .
Builder: s . j .

Steeves
Steeves

Craftsmen ( L i s t Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner: S . J .
Notable subsequent owners

Steeves

and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Notable type of o c c u p a n t s : W i l l i a m Moore
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l

-

single

dwelling

Major building material : wood
Alterations:
General Nature

Comments:

Date

Architect

Builder
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1120 Comox Street

Vancouver

The house at 1120 Comox Street was built in 1904 by contractor
Stanley Judson Steeves.

Steeves probably came to Vancouver

in 1900, the first year in which he was listed by the
City Directory.

His career as a carpenter and speculator

in West End houses and property was typical of a large
number of like-minded men.

While many would-be residents

of the city's exclusive West End neighbourhood hired registered
architects to design unique and pretentious dwellings,
another class of clients were content to purchase houses
"designed" and built by minor carpenters.
one such carpenter.

Steeves was

It was his policy to buy property

adjacent to pre-existing housing, to erect a home, and
then to sell the finished project.

Buyers for such houses

were often from the middle stratum of society, perhaps
lacking sufficient means to hire a professional architect,
but anxious to locate in the city's elite residential
district.

The buyer of 1120 Comox was one William Moore,
2

a commercial traveller who arrived in Vancouver in 1900.
Steeves probably bought his Comox Street property
in 1903, for in January of 1904 he built a small frame
3
cottage on its western half.
This dwelling (1122 Comox)
4
later housed Andrew D. Johnson, a tailor.
For this initial
project Steeves hired the services of Parr and Fee, one
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of the city's most prestigious architural firms. The
development permit for 1120 Comox was issued six months
later, with Steeves acting as his own architect and contractor.
Plans for this second house were probably not of Steeves'
own devising.

By the early twentieth century pattern

books of plans for houses were enjoying wide circulation
among Vancouver builders. Much of the influence was from
San Francisco rather than from eastern Canada. Steeves'
design undoubtedly came from such a publication, for despite
numerous demolitions in recent years, several nearly identical
houses (by various contractors) survive in the city's
West End.

While detail and ornament might vary from house

to house, basic plans and elevations remained unchanged.
Steeves built many other houses in Vancouver, in 1909,
for example, at 1757 Nelson, 1763 Nelson, and at 1829
5
Alberni.
1120 Comox is a house of two and one-half storeys,
squarish in plan, with its single gable facing the street
and running the depth of the building.

Prominent overhangs

protrude at the ceiling levels of the first and second
floors.

The second floor enjoys front fenestration through

two modest but picturesque bay windows. Dentil courses
occur under the gable and act as visual supports to the
overhangs.

The house is sheathed in clapboard.

Its full

front porch is open but covered, its roof supported by
three Ionic columns of wood.

Elegant detail is found
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about the building's doorway in the form of pilasters,
panels, side lights and a broken pediment.

The outward

condition of the structure is quite excellent, but the
city plans to demolish the entire block in the very near
future, in favour of park expansion.
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Endnotes;
1

City of Vancouver Registry of Building Permits, 1904.

2

Vancouver City Directory (Vancouver, 1900).

3

Registry Permits, op. cit.

4

Vancouver City Director, op. cit.

5

City of Vancouver Registry of Building Permits, 1909.
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H i s t o r i a n : W a r r e n Sommer
Date:

July

Geocode:
City:

1975

10101001101164

Vancouver

Address: 1 1 6 4 Comox

Street

Building Name:
(if important)
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction:

1896

A r c h i t e c t : Unknown
Builder :Unknown
Craftsmen ( L i s t Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner: F r a n c i s B o w s e r ,
Notable subsequent owners

shipping

agent

amrreason frfentirred:

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l -

single

dwelling

Major building material : wood
Alterations:
General Nature

Comments:

Date

Architect

Builder
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1164 Comox Street

Vancouver

The house at 1164 Comox Street was built in 1896 by an
unknown contractor.

The plans of the house were likely

of the builder's own devising, without the assistance
of an architect.

The building's design is similar to

that of houses known to have been built without architectural
aid.

Much of the area's (the West End) housing for the

lower middle class was provided by minor carpenter-speculators
who obtained lots, built houses, and sold the finished
package.
The first owner of 1164 Comox Street was
Francic (Frank) Bowser, a shipping agent. Bowser was
born in 1858, one of several sons of an established New
Brunswick family.

Frank Bowser's brother, William J.

(LL.B., K.C.) became Attorney-General and Premier of British
Columbia, while Frank Bowser held office as reeve of Point
Grey Municipality. 2 Frank Bowser went to sea at the age
of 18.

In 1883, after living for several years in the

American mid-west, Manitoba and Saskatchewan, he settled
in British Columbia.

His first position was with the

CPR, as a freight agent during its construction.

Five

years later Bowser settled in Vancouver, and entered the
Dominion Customs Service.

By 1889 he was "chief landing

waiter", a post he continued to hold until 1908. Of Bowser
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it was said that his "capable, prompt, and conscientious
performance of his duties won him general recognition
as a public spirited official and a far-sighted and resource3
ful businessman".
Bowser lived at his Comox Street home for only a
few years, later moving to a more pretentious dwelling
on Beach Avenue.

In 1907 he moved to Kerrisdale, a suburb

to the south of the central business district. Bowser
apparently had significant real estate holdings in the
area (a Bowser Building stands at 41st Avenue and West
Boulevard):

"during all of his time Mr. Bowser made various

investments in Vancouver property and acquired extensive
4
and valuable real estate interests...."
Bowser was subsequently
active in arranging for the incorporation of Point Grey
. .
.
.
5
Municipality.

He served as its reeve in 1910-11.

The Bowser house at 1164 Comox is a structure typical
of its time and neighbourhood.

Vancouver's early lower

middle class usually found housing in buildings of its
type.

More pretentious dwellings—larger in size, with

turrets and verandahs, limited stonework, extensive grounds—
were more the preserve of the city's professional and
business elite.
1164 Comox is a two-storey house with a single front
gable facing the street.

Large gabled dormers project

from each side at the building's second floor. A singlestory, open, roofed porch runs across the houses' main
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facade, supported by narrow turned posts of wood.

A note

of the picturesque is added by modest window seats, projecting
from the western facade, and by decorative shinglework
in the gable of the main facade. The house is built totally
of wood, with narrow clapboard sheathing.
Several original features survive within the house,
but they are for the most part, plain and unpretentious.
An elliptical archway remains in the building's entrance
hall.

A fine semi-open stairway with elegantly turned

wooden ballusters and newel posts leads to the second
floor. A few original panelled doors remain.

Most 1896

mouldings and door and window surrounds are still in place,
but apart from a few boxed bull's-eye corner pieces, are
of extremely modest execution.
1164 Comox Street remains in good structural condition.
The building stands on a block almost totally occupied
by late Victorian dwellings. Vancouver City Council is
currently moving toward granting heritage building status
to these homes.
The legals citation is L8 B23 DL185.
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Endnotes:
1

Vancouver City Directory (Vancouver, 1896).

2

Vancouver City Archives, W.J. Bowser Docket.

3

British Columbia Biographical (Winnipeg, 1914) Vol. 3,
pp. 118-121.

4

Ibid., Vol. 1, pp. 229-231.

5

W.J. Bowser Docket, op. cit.

6

Sectional Map Atlas, City of Vancouver.
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Figure 1: Goad's Fire Insurance Atlas 1897 (Vancouver).
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Historian:Warren Sommer
Date: May 1975

Geocode:

10101001200470

City: V a n c o u v e r
Address: 470 G r a n v i l l e
Building Name:
(if important)

Street

Rogers
Building

Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 9 1 1 - 1 2
Architect: c . F . Gould and Company ( S e a t t l e )
Builder: p U r d y and H e n d e r s o n , C o n t r a c t o r s
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner:
Notable subsequent owners

Jonathan Rogers, land
and p u b l i c s e r v a n t
and reason I d e n t i f i e d :

developer

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: A d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,

Professional,

Financial -

office

Major building m a t e r i a l : s t e e l s k e l e t o n frame w i t h p o u r e d c o n c r e t e i n f i l l
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
Architect
Builder
modernization inside

Comments: An o u t s t a n d i n g sky s c r a p e r d e s i g n d a t i n g from V a n c o u v e r ' s
1 9 0 8 - 1 9 1 3 boom p e r i o d .
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470 Granville Street

Vancouver

Jonathan Rogers began construction of his 10 storey Rogers
Building in the year 1911, finishing it in the following
1
2
year at a cost of $600,000

or $550,000.

Rogers was

one of Vancouver's most successful land developers. He
had begun his career in 1887 by speculating in CPR West
End residential lots.

Soon afterward he opened a tool

and paint shop and later became manager of a healthy building
and contracting firm.

He had built several commercial

structures in the downtown core before the project which
3
still bears his name today.
It is estimated that during his lifetime Rogers built
more than 1,000 feet of downtown business frontage. He
built at least 4 buildings on Hastings Street between
Homer and Abbott Streets; several on Beatty and Cordova
Streets; the St. Francis Hotel; the Buntzen Lake Powerhouse;
and buildings for the Royal Bank at Homer and Hastings,
Robson and Granville, Hastings and Main, and Cambie and
4
Broadway.
Rogers was also a highly respected public servant
and philanthropist.

He was twice president of the Vancouver

Board of Trade, twice an alderman, and through several
decades served as a parks commissioner.

He was successfully

active in advocating the acquisition of foreshore properties
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for park purposes and in 1925 joined with others to start
a Vancouver public Art Gallery.

In 1945 the Province

eulogised his achievements by noting that "the conspicuous
place occupied by the Rogers Building in downtown Vancouver...
has been rivalled by the eminence of its owner in public
affairs".5
The Rogers Building exemplifies the prosperity, drive,
growth, and confidence of Vancouver's immediate postEdwardian years. Several large and pretentious office
"skyscrpaers" were built in the period:

the Birks Building,

the credit Foncier Building, the Dominion Building, the
Weart Building, the Vancouver Block, and the World Building.
Rogers* building was typical of these Edwardian commercial
structures:

"tall", elegant, and assertive, possessing

a tripartite vertical division and considerable neo-classical
exterior ornamentation.

It was a structure representative

"of the Enterprise and Energy which...marked the City's
Wonderful Development".

Jonathan Rogers' office tower

was part of a general trend in the city which enabled
the Vancouver World to boast in 1912:

"Up to November,

1911, the Vancouver building record eclipsed every other
city in the world.

The fifteen million dollar mark was
7
passed in the nine months".
Rogers chose the Seattle firm of Gould and Champney
as his architects. Carl F. Gould (1877-1939) was "one
of Seattle's leading architects and the designer of a
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number of outstanding public and educational buildings
in the Pacific North-West".

He had been educated at

Harvard and in Paris, worked for McKin, Mead, and White
(1905), and with G.P. Post on the Wisconsin State Capitol
Building.

In 1908 he moved to Seattle and for three years,

1909-1912, was in partnership with Edouard F. Champney
(1874-1929).

Among his works are the University of Washing-

ton (Seattle), Western State College, and the City Times
9
Building.
Champney was born in France in 1874, the son of
an American artist.

His education was similar, but not

contemporary, to that of Gould.

It included work at Harvard

and at the Ecole des Beaux Arts.

His Seattle works include

the Seattle Electric Company Building, the Richmond Hotel,
the YMCA, and St. Mark's Cathedral.10
The Rogers Building was "designed along the lines
of the modern French Renaissance"

, and has clear stylistic

parallels with Gould's earlier American Bank and Empire
Building in Seattle.12 Both buildings possess elaborate
ground floor bases, elegant but light classical cornices
and a somewhat plainer, flat series of storey in the intermediate stage. Any French Beaux Arts influences are no
doubt attributable to the training in Paris of both Gould
and Champney.

While Gould placed plain Doric columns

in his Seattle bank entranceway, the Rogers Building in
Vancouver boasts a pair of grand pink granite Ionic columns;
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similar pilasters of the same material are placed to define
additional ground floor bays.
The structure is built about a steel skeleton frame
with poured concrete infill. Outside facings are in creamcoloured terra cotta while interior hallways possess much of
their original white Italian marble and dark hardwood veneers.
Two separated stairways of marble with polished brass
handrailings still survive, and lead from Granville Street
to businesses underneath the building.
Contemporary descriptions of the building noted its
comfortable (but slow worm-gear) elevators, its ventilation
system and power plant. Accommodation for the special
needs of doctors was provided in the building's northern
wing.

The structure is 'U' shaped in plan, built about

a rear central light shaft.
The Rogers Building has been almost totally modernized
within but retains much of its original elegant facade.
It enjoys full occupancy and appears to be structurally
sound.
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Endnotes:
1

Province (Vancouver) 10 December 1945, unpaged clipping.

2

City of Vancouver Registry of Building Permits, 1911.

3

Vancouver City Archives. Alderman Jonathan Rogers
Docket.

4

Ibid.

5

Ibid.

6

Vancouver Today 1912-1919, 1919.

7

Vancouver World; The New Year's Edition, 1912.,
pp. 10, 34, 38.

8

E.F. & E.R. Withey, Biographical Dictionary of American
Architects, Deceased (Los Angeles, 1956) , p. 116, 224.

9

Ibid.

10

Ibid.

11

B.C. Saturday Sunset (Vancouver) 21 October

12

H. Croly "The Buildings of Seattle" in Architectural
Record (July 1912) pp. 1-21. New York.

1911.
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Figure 1: Rogers Building, Granville Street (Vancouver City Archives S.G.N. 1526, Str. P. 188).
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Historian: Edward
Date: O c t o b e r

Geocode:
City:

Mills

1973

10101001200500

Vancouver

Address:

500 G r a n v i l l e

Street

Building Name: M e r c h a n t s Bank
(if important) Bank o f M o n t r e a l
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB

Building

Information

Date of C o n s t r u c t i o n :
Architect:
Builder:

1915

Somervell

purdy

and

and

Putnam

Henderson

Craftsmen ( L i s t Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner : M e r c h a n t * S Bank
Notable subsequent owners

and reason

identified:

Notable type of o c c u p a n t s :
Notable occupants and reason I d e n t i f i e d :

Building u s e :

Administrative,

Professional,

Financial

-

bank

Major b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l :
Alterations:
General Nature

„4.«.„„4. ,-«„Da1ta»0i,

1 . i n t e r i o r r e c o n s t r u c t i o n TV24
2 . i n s t a l l a t i o n of c o n c r e t e

^Architect

Builder

K.G. Rea

vault
1944
3. removal of marble counters:
modernization of basement,
mezzanine and lobby
1962
Comments:One of two Vancouver branches of the Merchants Bank designed
by the firm of Somervell & Putnam.
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500 Granville Street

Vancouver

This stone-faced two-storey building was originally built
at an estimated cost of $135,000
for the Merchants Bank.

as regional main office

Its architects, Somervell and

Putnam, had recently established themselves as leading
commercial architects in the city with the design of the
Birks Building (1912), B.C. Electric Building (1912),
and a previous branch of the Merchants Bank (1912-13)
which still survives, located at 1 West Hastings Street.
In 1922 the Merchants Bank was amalgamated into the
Bank of Montreal which took over the building in that
year, designating it as that firm's divisional headquarters
for British Columbia at that time.

It continued to serve

in this capacity until 1974, when divisional headquarters
were transferred to a newly constructed high-rise complex.
The building now functions as a branch office.
Although the exterior of the building has undergone
few alterations, its interior has changed considerably
during occupancy by the Bank of Montreal.

Prior to occupying

it in 1922, the firm commissioned "almost complete reconstruction
of its interior". The result was a layout which, "with
its stately columns, marble counters and bronze grill work,
has an air of strength and stability befitting both the
2
bank and the city".
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In 1944 a new reinforced concrete vault was installed 3,
to be followed in 1962 by a further $330,000 renovation
program which entailed removal of the 1922 marble counters
and panelling, modernization of the basement, mezzanine
4
and main lobby.
Despite this succession of alterations, the building
contains a number of interior items of interest: the
ornate plaster ceiling, which retains its original multicoloured appearance, along with an impressive cast iron
staircase at the side entrance, are reminiscent of similar
details in the Birks Building.

Interior walls in the

main lobby and supporting columns also appear to be original.
Most of these features will likely be altered in the near
future, as the bank must drop a false ceiling from the
existing one in order to comply with present day lighting
regulations.
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Endnotes:
1

City of Vancouver, Register of Building Permits,
1915.

2

News-Herald (Vancouver) 2 August 1937.

3

Vancouver City Archives, Bank of Montreal Docket,
newspaper clipping, 24 August 1944.

4

Ibid., 19 November 1962: also City of Vancouver
building plan A-196 (Bank of Montreal alterations).

Ln
X>

Figure 1: Bank of Montreal and Rogers Building c. 1925.

(Vancouver Public Library No. 4326).
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Historian E d w a r d M i l l s
D a t e : O c t o b e r 1973

Geocode: 10101001200559
City:

Vancouver

Address: 559 G r a n v i l l e
Street
Building Name: J a m e s I n g l i s
(if important) Reid B u t c h e r s
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1902
Architect:G.W. G r a n t
Builder: B . D a v i d s o n
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner: 3 . D a v i d s o n
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason I d e n t i f i e d :
Mercantile - other - hairdresser (original)
Mercantile - other - butcher (present)
Building use: A d m i n i s t r a t i v e , P r o f e s s i o n a l , F i n a n c i a l (original)
Major building material : b r i c k
Alterations:
General Nature
r e m o d e l l i n g of

interior

Date
1923-4

Comments: A r a r e c o m m e r c i a l i n t e r i o r
from t h e m i d - 1 9 2 0 s .

Architect

s u r v i v i n g w i t h few

office

Builder

alterations
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559 Granville Street

Vancouver

The three-storey brick building housing the James Inglis
Reid firm was one of a pair built in 1902 on the 500 block
of Granville Street. Both were designed for owner
B. Davidson by G.W. Grant.

Grant was a prominent designer

of residential, commercial and institutional buildings
in Vancouver around the turn of the century.

Among his

other structures are the Carnegie Public Library, 401
Main Street (1901-2), a large turreted frame house at
1857 Nelson Street, and the New Westminster Court House.
In 1903 Grant joined in partnership with A.E. Henderson
to form to the firm of Grant & Henderson.
The building had a succession of short-term tenants
prior to its purchase by James Inglis Reid in 1915. It
housed a hairdresser until 1905, followed by the British
American Trust Company (1905-08) and the Great West Permanent
Loan and Savings Company (1909-C.1912).

Immediately

prior to Reid's purchase it was listed in the 1914 city
directory as the Dominion Lunch. 2
Reid initially sold general domestic provisions although
he specialized in cured hams.

In 1917, however, he turned

to meat specialties including bacon, hams, haggis and
3
sausages.
In 1923-4 the interior was remodelled. Marble
shelving, a new ceiling and a one-storey rear wing were
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added at this time.

4

No significant changes have been

made since then.
The building's front facade has remained virtually
unaltered apart from removal of its cornice.

The first

floor contains the retail facilities in the original front
section along with a meat locker in the 1924 rear section.
The second floor contains a cloak room, employees' lunch
room, office and washrooms. A bakery occupies the upper
floor.

The second storey office features a gas fireplace

which appears to be original.
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Endnotes;
1

City of Vancouver, Building Permit Records. 1902.

2

Vancouver City Directories (Vancouver, 1903-1916).

3

Vancouver City Archives, James Inglis Reid Docket,
newspaper clipping, 26 November 1970.
"

4

Vancouver. Interview with Mr. Gordon Wyness, Mgr.
He provided information on interior alterations.
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Historian:Warren Sommer
Date: May, 1975

Geocode: 10101001200600
City: V a n c o u v e r
Address: 600 B l o c k

-

Granville Street
Building Name: H u d s o n ' s Bay
(if important) Company D e p a r t ment S t o r e s
Source of T i t l e Photo:

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 9 1 3 , 1 9 2 5 - 2 6 , 1 9 2 6 ,

1948-50

A r c h i t e c t : B u r k e , Horwood, W h i t e ; Horwood & W h i t e ; Moody & Moore
Builder: R o u r k e , McDonald & M o n c r i e f , C a r t e r , H a l l s & A l d i n g e r ,
Commonwealth C o n s t r u c t i o n
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of o r i g i n a l owner:
Notable subsequent owners and reason identified :Hudson' s Bay Company
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

building use: M e r c a n t i l e - g e n e r a l

retail

Major building material :
Alterations:
General Nature
addition

Date
Architect
1 9 2 5 - 2 6 B u r k e , Horwood, W h i t e

addition

1926

Horwood & W h i t e

Builder
R o u r k e , McDonald
& Moncrief
Carter, Halls & Aldinger

addition
1948-49
Moody & Moore Commonwealth C o n s t r u c t i o n
Comments: o n e of f o u r H u d s o n ' s Bay Co. s t o r e s d e s i g n e d by t h e f i r m
of B u r k e , Horwood and W h i t e .
O t h e r s were e r e c t e d in Winnipeg,
C a l g a r y and V i c t o r i a .
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600 Granville and Seymour Streets

Vancouver

Vancouver's association with the Hudson's Bay Company
has been a long one. Before deciding in 1893 to locate
their new facilities at Granville and Georgia, the Hudson's
Bay Company had occupied no less than four earlier structures.
The decision of the company was important for the city's
future growth, for the firm was the first major business
establishment to locate away from the old business core
at Water, Cordova and Carrall streets.

It was an influ-

ential move, for shortly afterward, other businesses and
several institutions began to filter into the area.
The Hudson's Bay Company's Vancouver retail business
was initially confined to liquor sales and a tea room.
It was not until the 1893 move to Georgia and Granville
that the firm became a major department store. While
the structure built in 1893 was a substantial building,
it proved to be inadequate by 1913. Accordingly, the
company engaged the services of Messrs. Burke, Horwood
and White, Toronto architects, and designs for an additional
retail outlet were provided.

The resulting edifice was

built in 1913 and, when added to the 1893 floor space,
served the company's needs until 1925-26 when two further
expansions became necessary.

The 1893 building was con-

sequently demolished and two more units were constructed.
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A final expansion of the store took place in 1948-49.
Thus, the present Hudson's Bay Company Department Store,
while outwardly appearing to be a unified structure, is
in fact the result of four separate building projects:
1913, 1925-6, 1926 (on the site of the 1893 building),
and 1948, "49-50.

Architects Burke, Horwood and White

designed the store so that additions might be made to
it at future dates, without destroying either the unity
3
of the facade or the unity of the interior.
Architect J.B. Horwood was born in Newfoundland in
1864 and articled in 1882-89 with the Toronto firm of
Langley and Burke.

His future partner, Murray A. White,

was born in Ontario in 1869 and articled with the same
firm in 1888-91.

These two designers thus knew each other

during their educational careers but spent several years
away from each other before joining in partnership with
Burke.

The firm is credited with several Vancouver works,

including the First Baptist Church of 1909-10 and the
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church.

Besides designing the Vancouver

HBC store, Burke, Horwood and White also worked on similar
4
HBC stores in Calgary, Winnipeg, and Victoria.
All stores
are Beaux-Art-inspired structures with majestic colonnades
and cream terra cotta facings.

The imagery of the department

store as as a palace of retailing is at once obvious and
probably had its origins in Sir Frank Atkinson's design
for Selfridges in London.
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Horwood and White maintained a Vancouver office for
two years only, 1926-27, no doubt to supervise the construction
of the HBC store.
Halls and Aldinger

Their 1926-27 contractors Carter,
g

seem to have been favourites with

the HBC, also being builders of the firm's 1926 store
7
in Winnipeg.
Indeed, the HBC maintained a small clique
of architects and contractors for its western Canadian
stores of the 1920s, with Mr. A.H. Doe supervising all
o

building projects.

The HBC thereby injected a measure

of standardization and consistency into its western Canadian
retail outlets.
The Vancouver Hudson's Bay Company Store of 19 26
was in its day applauded as one of the more remarkable
building projects of the century.

Little more than six

months passed from demolition of the old 1893 building
till the completion of the new.

It was reported that

"all existing speed records for the continent were broken
by the general contractors" and that the coordination
of sub-trades was most remarkable.

Five reinforced concrete

floors were completed in only 2 1/2 weeks.

"So speedy

was the work that the contractors' construction crew temporarily
ran themselves out of a job by getting too far ahead of the
g
architects and draughtsmen."
The store is built mainly of reinforced cast concrete
with ground floor facings of highly polished granite,
and facings of cream terra cotta on the floors and pillars

169
above.

A corinthian-Egyptian colonnade dominates the

intermediate stage, offering supports to the elegant cornice
and ballustrade which terminates the building.

The facade

remains in excellent repair, little touched by subsequent
alterations.
Unfortunately little ornamentation survives within
the building,

Nothing of interest remains in the 1913

section of the building, but the 1925-26 portions still
possess several notable features. Much of the main floor's
original Tennessee marble flooring can still be found,
laid in an interesting basket weave pattern. White Italian
marble wall facings embellish several of the building's
washrooms.

A small but elegant concourse and stairway

offers a plaster ceiling vault and facings of buff Manitoba
Tyndall stone and alundum terrazzo.

The shell of a

disused Georgian style restaurant with classical detail
and a barrel-vaulted skylight survives on the building's
highest floor.
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Figure 1: Evolution of the Hudson's Bay Department Store,
Vancouver, B.C.

H
-J
H

Figure 2: Hudson's Bay Company, 1926, showing construction of addition.
Library No. 11259).

(Vancouver Public
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Historian: Edward M i l l s
Date: O c t o b e r ,

Geocode:

1973

10101001200718

City: V a n c o u v e r
Address: 718 G r a n v i l l e
Building Name: B i r k s
(if important)

Street

Building

Source of Title Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 9 1 2 - 1 3
Architect: S o m e r v e l l and Putnam
Builder: B e n t l y and Wear

(Seattle)

Craftsmen (List Type)

Name and occupation of original owner: Henry B i r k s and Sons
Notable subsequent owners and reason I d e n t i f i e d :
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: A d m i n i s t r a t i v e , P r o f e s s i o n a l ,
Major building m a t e r i a l : r e i n f o r c e d
Alterations:
General Nature
demolished

Date

Financial -

office

concrete
Architect

Builder

1975

Comments: An o u t s t a n d i n g c o m m e r c i a l b u i l d i n g d a t i n g from V a n c o u v e r ' s
p r e - 1 9 1 4 boom p e r i o d .
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718 Granville Street

Vancouver

The Birks Building, a ten storey terra cotta faced office
building on the corner of Granville and Georgia streets,
has been a visual landmark in the city since its completion
in 1913. The building replaced an earlier Birks store
which had been opened in 1906. The decision to move their
facilities away from the initial core area of the city
(towards the waterfront) followed the trend established
by the CPR in locating their new hotel in what was, during
the first decade of the century, the outlying fringe area
along Georgia.

Birks and the Hudson's Bay Company soon

followed, precipitating a general shift of the central
business area which has continued ever since, culminating
in the 1970s with the relocation of the Eaton's Department
Store and various bank towers in the vicinity.
The Birk's firm commissioned the prominent firm of
Somervell and Putnam, to design their new structure.
This partnership consisted of Seattle-based architect
W. Marbury Somervell and J.L. Putnam, who functioned as
his Vancouver-based associate from 1910 onwards. Among
the firm's major Vancouver designs were two branches of
the Merchants Bank (1 W. Hastings and 500 Granville),
the B.C. Electric Building (425 Carrall), Pemberton building
(744 W. Hastings), and 'Shannon', the home of B.T. Rogers
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at the corner of W. 57th Avenue and Granville.

The Birks

Building is generally regarded as the firm's outstanding
structure in the city, and perhaps the best remaining commercial
building dating from the pre-1914 period.
The building was officially opened on 10 November
19131 having been built at a total cost of $1,250,000.2
The Birks store, which occupied the first floor with various
additional facilities in the basement and on the second
3
floor, had a staff of 45 during the initial year.
The
building featured reinforced concrete construction (a
standard feature of Somervell and Putnam structures),
ornate terra cotta tiled facades on Granville and Georgia
streets along with cast iron panels and window framing
on the store fronts.

Its stylistic features may be compared

with contemporary Sullivanesque structures, notably the
4
1910 Mills Building in El Paso, Texas.
Interior features include an elaborately decorated
plaster ceiling in the store area, along with extensive
wood panelling and cabinetry.

floors in the store area

are of terrazzo with marble borders. The lobby (Granville
Street entrance) features marble floors and wainscotting,
caen stone (synthetic) walls, and an impressive cast iron
railing on a marble-faced staircase.
serviced by four elevators.
altered.

The building is

Upper storeys have been extensively

Original hardwood flooring has been covered,

although some of the oak trimming specified in the original
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plans remains. First floor facilities closely coincide
with original specifications.
The Birks Building is slated for demolition on 1 May
1974 as part of the firm's projected redevelopment of
5
the corner.
Numerous attempts have and are being made
to block this happening, but appear to have little chance
of success.
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Endnotes;
1

City of Vancouver, Registry of Building Permits,
1912: also original building plans (J.R. Smith,
building mgr.).

2

Building permit registry lists est'd. cost as $550,000.
Eventual total cost was $1,250,000 according to Vancouver
Sun article, 13 November 1963.

3

Sun (Vancouver), 7 November 1953.

4

Marcus Whiffen, American Architecture Since 1780,
(Cambridge, 1969) p. 199.

5

Sun (Vancouver), 23 July 1971.

178

Figure 1: Birks Building, c. 1922. (Vancouver Public
Library No. 11001).
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Historian:Warren Sommer
Daterjuly,

1975

Geocode: 10101001200884
City: V a n c o u v e r
Address: 884 G r a n v i l l e

Street

Building Name: Orpheum T h e a t r e
(if important)
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction:1926-7
A r c h i t e c t s . Marcus P r i t e c a ; A s s o c i a t e A r c h i t e c t - F r e d e r i c k J .

Peters

Builder: N o r t h e r n C o n s t r u c t i o n C o . , e x c a v a t i o n s ; J . C o u g h l i n &
_ _
S o n s S t r u c t u r a l s t e e l ; E . C . M a c D o u g a l l & Co. & G e o r g e Rush
Craftsmen (List Type) P l a s t e r i n g C o . , o r n a m e n t a l p l a s t e r .
Name and occupation of original owner: J o s e p h F r a n c i s L a n g e r i n
Notable subsequent owners and reason io;eLnctiffe1ds: o r P h e u m C i r c u i t

association

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

building, u s e : E x h i b i t i o n , A u d i t i o n ,
Major building m a t e r i a l : r e i n f o r c e d
Alterations:
General Nature
Date

and S p e c t a c l e c o n c r e t e and

theatre

steel

Architect

Comments:The t h e a t r e was b u i l t a s v a u d e v i l l e b e g a n t o w a n e ,
b u t f o r t u n a t e l y was e a s i l y a d a p t a b l e t o t h e m o t i o n p i c t u r e

Builder

industry.
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884 Granville Street

Vancouver

Vancouver's Orpheum Theatre was built in 1926-27 at a
cost of about $541,000.

It was the third structure to

be used by the Orpheum Circuit in its Vancouver vaudeville
presentations.

Much of the building's financing was provided

by Joseph Francis Langer, the local business manager of
the Orpheum Circuit.

Langer's investment became possible

when the circuit agreed to take a long-term lease on the
finished structure.

This form of investment partnership

was apparently a standard procedure in the financing of
2
vaudeville chain threatres.
The Orpheum Circuit was one of North America's largest
and most prestigious vaudeville firms. Orpheum Theatres
graced the streets of the continent's largest cities.
Performers of international reputation held contracts
with the Circuit; during the 1910s to 1930s Vancouver's
Orpheum Theatres played host to much of Vaudeville's aristocracy.
Langer and his associates chose B. Marcus Priteca
(ARCA, FAIA) as architect of Vancouver's Orpheum.

Priteca

was a Seattle-based architect who specialized in the design
of elegant theatres.

He was perhaps the most famous and

most accomplished American theatrical architect of his
day, and was responsible for the designs of scores of buildings.
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Marcus Priteca was born in Glasgow in 1856 and was
educated at George Watson's College and at the Councillor
R. Macfarlane Cameron Institution in Edinburgh.

He graduated
3
with a "master Architect's certificate" in 1909.
Shortly
afterward he left Scotland and settled in America.

His

success there was almost immediate. Alexander Pantages,
owner of the Pantages Theatre Circuit, selected Priteca
as principal designer for his chain.

The Pantages Theatre

in Seattle was among Priteca's earliest (1915) works,
and combined a large auditorium with a substantial office
4
building.
Adler and Sullivan had perhaps begun this
design concept in 1887-89 with their design for the Chicago
Auditorium Building.
The Seattle Pantages Theatre building became Alexander
Pantages' head office.

Priteca also established himself

there, and remained a tenant throughout his career.

During

the 1920s and 1930s Priteca's business increased substantially,
thereby permitting the opening of a branch office in Los
5
Angeles.
Besides providing theatre designs to the Pantages
chain, Priteca also did significant work for Warner Brothers
and R.K.O. - Orpheum.
to the present.

Few of his greatest works survive

His Palomar Theatre in Seattle was demolished

in 1965; his Majestic (Pantages) Theatre in Vancouver
shortly afterwards.

The Roxy (Pantages) Theatre in Tacoma
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still stood in 1966.6
Most of Priteca's works in the period 1910-20 were
executed in a French Renaissance or Louis XVI mode. After
about 1920 he turned to use a "Spanish Renaissance" style,
7
the style in which Vancouver's Orpheum was built.
Construction of the Orpheum Theatre began on 28 October
1926 when the Northern Construction Company acquired a
$16,000 excavation permit.

On 6 January 1927 the same

firm was issued a second permit, this time for the actual
g
construction of the $525,000 theatre.
The building was
finished in ten months time, and opened on 7 November
1927.10
Slightly before construction had begun, the Journal
of Commerce proclaimed that Vancouver's new Orpheum Theatre
would be "the last word in modern playhouse designing
and...the finest settlement of its type in Western Canada".
Priteca had delayed the presentation of his completed
plans somewhat so that the "scouts" he had sent about
the continent might report back to him, enabling him to
incorporate the latest innovations in theatre design into
his plans.
Vancouver's second Orpheum Theatre had become outmoded
and Priteca's designs replaced it. Like the greatest
vaudeville theatres of the day, the new Orpheum was intended
to overwhelm by nature of its massive scale and richness
of decoration.

The Orpheum was built to be "an amusement
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palace that would be regarded as a conspicuous civic asset,
providing "an atmosphere of exotic beauty and luxuriousness".
It was said that "the interior decorative schemes" would
"meet the tastes of the most fastidious critics".

When

the building was completed, the owners boasted, with considerable justification, that their building was "Canada's
most beautiful theatre". 15
The Orpheum Theatre is of reinforced concrete construction
with extensive hidden steelwork, and with brick and terra
cotta facings. The theatre occupies a frontage of 175
ft. on Seymour Street, and is 120 ft. in depth (from
Seymour Street to the lane).

The building's auditorium

was located on Seymour Street because land was cheaper
than on Granville.
The theatre's main entrance is located on Granville
Street.

A concourse, 25 feet side, leads from the Granville

Street portal, across the lane, and into the theatre's
lobby.

Upon entering the concourse, one is immediately

impresssed by the opulence of its decoration:

"the main

entrance on Granville Street, wtih terrazzo floors, travertine walls, marble bases and highly ornate solid gold
ceiling relieved with delicate colour effects and a contrasting
note of red and orange, opens to the grand concourse..."
The grand concourse is 120 ft. in length, and reaches
a height of 40 ft.17 After crossing the alley by means
of an elegant ballustered staircase, the concourse reaches
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the threatre's grand foyer or lobby.

The foyer is particu-

larly well embellished, three levels high, with cast stone
colonnades and ballustrades.

A grand carpeted staircase

leads down through several landings to the main level
of the auditorium.

Black and gold silk tapestries add

a further note of richness. Walls are clad with a profusion
of Spanish Renaissance plaster-work.

The foyer's elegant

coffered ceiling is still in good condition, and was apparently
carved in Italy and subsequently shipped in Segments to
1 o

Vancouver.
The auditorium itself is dominated by its richly
plastered vault and dome, crossing an unbroken span of
120 feet.19 Massive trusses and beams of steel support
the ceiling elements, but are themselves hidden by decorative
plaster and cast-stone claddings.

Like its parent Palace

Theatre in Chicago (headquarters of the Orpheum Circuit),
Vancouver's Orpheum Theatre auditorium has a colour scheme
of ivory and gold, relieved by tapestries of silk. 20
While outwardly appearing to be quite solid, the
Orpheum's dome is in fact only of plaster.

It is built

upon a metal frame and is suspended from steel girders.
A grill in its centre is used in air conditioning the
building.
ceiling.
dome.

Additional ventilators are hidden in the building's
Subtle lighting too, is concealed within the

The theatre was, in 1927, noted for its innovative

light-dimming system, and for its mushroom heating system. 21
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The Orpheum's proscenium arch is fully 50 ft. in
3 rooms
,,^4-K
,..,.3 its
-!4-^ ~
*.-,,.~ 34
,, r
• depth.
j .* 22 Dressing
t
width, and
stage
ft.
in
behind and beneath the stage were originally panelled
in hardwood, and provision was made for the special needs
of animal acts.23 Other notable features include a 3,000
lb. Czechoslovakian chandelier and a rare $60,000 Wurlitzer
^™=„ 24
organ.
The Orpheum Theatre boasts a seating capacity of
2,870, including 1,000 balcony seats (supported by massive
canti-levered beams of steel). 25 In 1927 the Orpheum
Theatre was the largest and perhaps finest theatre in
Canada, and rivalled by only a few in America.
were fully justified in praising it as they did:

Its advocates
"ease,

comfort, luxury, beauty, novelty, and perfect safety are
26
the foundations on which it is built".
The Orpheum Theatre was built as vaudeville began
to wane.

It was easily adapted for use as a motion picture

theatre.

In recent years, because of competition from

television and from other movie theatres, the Orpheum
was only rarely filled.

In 1973, Famous Players Theatres,

then owners of the building, announced their intent to
demolish the building and to replace it with a complex
of several "mini-theatres".

Under pressure from a wide

section of the community, Vancouver City Council has decided
to purchase the Orpheum, and to restore it for use by
the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra.

The building's acoustics
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are fine, and the structure remains in good condition.
It has not suffered any significant renovation and is
very much revered.
heritage structure.

It was recently designated a civic
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Endnotes;
1

City of Vancouver, Registry of Building Permits,

2

Richard Prince, The Orpheum Theatre, unpublished
paper, UBC, 1966.

3

Arthur Irving, Past, Present and Future; Being a
Report on the Majestic Theatre at 20 West Hastings
S*treet near Carrall. (Vancouver, 1966) .
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Journal of Commerce (15 September 1956), p. 36.
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18

Prince, op. cit.
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Journal of Commerce (6 October 1926) , p. 1.
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Prince, op. cit.

24

Vancouver Building Register, op. cit.

25

Journal of Commerce (19 November 1926), p. 1.

26

Province, op. cit.

Additional Sources
The Orpheum Theatre Docket, Vancouver City Archives.
Journal of Commerce (15 September 1956), p. 36.
Journal of Commerce (29 September 1926), p. 1.
Vancouver City Directories.
Addendum;
In 1966 a set of plans for the Orpheum Theatre were in
the possession of Townley, Matheson and Partners, architects.
In 1975 a set of plans for the Orpheum Theatre are in
the possession of Thompson, Berwick and Pratt, architects
for the Orpheum's restoration.

The firm also has custody

of a collection of historic photographs of the Orpheum.
The Vancouver Building Register contains a full description
of the building's architectural features.
Past, Present and Future...contains the only account found
of the career of Marcus Priteca.
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Figure 1: Orpheum Theatre, 1929, Granville Street Vancouver
Public Library No. 11036).
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Historian:Warren Sommer
Date: September 1975

Geocode :10101001200925
City: Vancouver
Address325 G r a n v i l l e

Street

Building Name: V e r m i l y e a
(if important) Block
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1891
Architect:Unknown, p o s s i b l y W i l l i a m Blackmore
Builder: Unknown
Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner:John Cronk V e r m i l y e a ,
Notable subsequent owners and reason identified:

developer

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason identified:
Residential multiple dwelling ( o r i g i n a l ) ; Mercantile
Building use: g e n e r a l r e t a i l s t o r e ( o r i g i n a l ) ; A d m i n i s t r a t i v e , P r o f e s s i o n a l , Financial - o f f i c e (present)
Major building material Sbrick
Alterations:
General Nature
t o t a l r e n o v a t i o n of
the i n t e r i o r

Date

Architect

Builder

Comments:°ne o f t h e d w i n d l i n g number of commercial b l o c k s d a t i n g
from G r a n v i l l e S t r e e t ' s i n i t i a l d e v e l o p m e n t a s a commercial
district.
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925 Granville Street

Vancouver

925 Granville Street was built in 1891 by developer
John Cronk Vermilyea.

The building was Vermilyea's second

major project on Granville Street, No. 871 (L24-25 B62)
2
having been built a year earlier.
Vermilyea's two buildings
were among the first in that area of Granville Street,
and for many years stood somewhat isolated from the core
of the city's central business district.

It was not until

the first decade of the 20th century that business activity
near Nos. 871 and 925 truly began to be significant.
J.C. Vermilyea was born in Ontario like so many other
early migrants to British Columbia.

He left his native

province in May of 1877 and after short stays in San Francisco
and Victoria settled at Lulu Island (now Richmond Munici3
pality).
Vermilyea was among the earlist settlers in
the Lower Mainland, having arrived at Vancouver almost
a full decade before the completion of the CPR.

Like

other early "farmers", he acquired control of a considerable
acreage (600 acres in Richmond) which he held until its
value became suitably inflated.

Though involved in land

speculation, Vermilyea was also an active developer, building
two Vermilyea Blocks on Granville Street, and owning lesser
structures elsewhere.
Vermilyea chose architect William Blackmore as architect
5
of 871 Granville Street.
Blackmore had been one of
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Vancouver's first architects and was often employed by
the city's major land developers.

925 Granville Street

displays a facade not unlike that of its predecessor (871) .
Had Vermilyea been pleased with Blackmore's design for
his first brick block, it is not unreasonable to suggest
that he was again engaged to design 925 Granville Street.
The second Vermilyea Block is a three-storey brick
structure.

Like 871 Granville Street, its facade is char-

acterized by Romanesque and segmented headed windows (at
separate levels), and decorative brick hood-moulds. The
building was originally only 66 feet in depth , but a concrete
block addition now replaces a rear courtyard and sheds
of wood.

The Vermilyea block originally found use as

a boarding house (with retail space on the ground floor),
but is at present used as an office and commercial block.
Its interior has undergone total renovations but the structure's
facade remains intact, and contrasts pleasantly with the
less distinguished architecture of its neighbours.
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Endnotes;
1

Vancouver City Directory (Vancouver, 1891).

2

Vancouver City Archives, Photograph Port. P. 1668
Neg. 963.

3

Ibid.

4

Ibid.

5

Vancouver Daily World, 31 December 1891, p. 5.

6

1901 Fire Insurance Atlas of Vancouver.

Additional Sources
Sectional Map Atlas, City of Vancouver.
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Historian: W a r r e n Sommer
Date: S e p t e m b e r

1975

Geocode: 10101001201300
City:

Vancouver

Address: 1300 G r a n v i l l e

Street

Building Name:Yale H o t e l
(if important) ( f o r m e r l y t h e
Colonial)
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 8 8 8 - 1 8 8 9
Architect: Unknown, p o s s i b l y N . S .
Builder :Unknown
Craftsmen (List Type)

Hoffar

Name and occupation of original owner : J . W . H o r n e , p o l i t i c i a n ,
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

developer

Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: R e s i d e n t i a l -

hotel

Major building material : b r i c k
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
addition to east side

1909

Architect
W.T. Whiteway

Builder
Dissette
& Dean

Comments:One of Vancouver's oldest surviving buildings, the
Yale hotel was built on the edge of an industrial area known as
Yaletown centred around the CPR yards on False Creek.
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1300 Granville Street

Vancouver

The Yale Hotel is one of Vancouver's oldest surviving
buildings.

It is also one of the city's more poorly documented

structures.
i

The Yale was begun in 1888

2

and completed in 1889.

Microfilms of the World, Vancouver's earliest newspaper,
are incomplete for 1888 (beginning only in July) and include
only two references to the Yale.

In reviewing major 1888

construction projects on Granville Street, the World noted
that "the brick block being put up by J.C. Keith on Granville
and Drake streets, and J.W. Home's brick-veneer hotel
building are both progressing fast. The Holman Block
on Granville Street near Davie is also doing well.
3
will all shortly be ready for glass."

They

A subsequent reference

(31 December 1889) noted that Home's hotel building had
been completed in 1889 at a cost of about $10,000.

In

1889 only two permanent buildings stood at Granville and
Drake, the Golden Gate Hotel (built by J.C. Keith), and
the Yale, built by J.W. Home.

These two hotels were

among a very small number of structures to be built on
Granville Street during Vancouver's formative years.
It was not until about 1900 that the city's central business
district began to shift to Granville Street and away from
its old core at Water and Granville streets.
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Home's hotel, originally called the Colonial, does
not appear to have been a particularly pretentious establishment.
Unlike the city's more respected hostelries, the Colonial
did not advertise for guests. The Vancouver papers did
not include its clients in lists of distinguished visitors
to Vancouver.

The Colonial did not serve middle class

travellers in the city.

It was located on the fringe

of Yaletown, an area of railway yards and lumber mills.
The Yale was from its beginning an inn of ill repute.
It retains its image to the present.
The Yale's Hotel's first manager was one Albert Diebel.
Diebel had previously managed the Colonial Hotel in New
Westminster.

In 1888 he transferred his business to

Vancouver and managed Home's hotel under the name "Colonial".
Messrs. Harling and Reeves became proprietors of the hotel
in 1907, and at the same time changed its name to the
"Yale".6
The Yale Hotel expanded in 1909, when an addition
was built to its east.

Architect W.T. Whiteway provided

plans for the project, Dissette and Dean undertook its
construction, and the Marquis Billelscope was registered
7
as owner of the hotel.
James Wellington Home, the Yale's first owner, was
born in Toronto in 1853. Though Home's childhood and
youth were difficult years, he did manage to acquire an
education, at Whitby and Belleville.

He was very much
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a self-made man.

His first professional activity took

the form of an insurance business in southern Ontario.
In 1879, with the opening of the CPR, Home moved to Winnipeg.
There he engaged in a number of successful business
ventures, establishing the town of Brandon almost singlehandedly.

In 1886, after having amassed a fortune through

prairie town investments and speculation, Home moved
o

west once again.

By 1886 he was established in Vancouver

"his faith in Vancouver and its possibilities was from
9
the first unbounded".
By 1891 he was "the heaviest individual
property owner in Vancouver".

In 1889 his holdings totalled

in excess $125,000, a remarkable sum for the day.
An 1890 biography of J.W. Home described him as
"a gentleman of well-known integrity and honesty in all
his transactions and dealings", and noted that he had
moved to Vancouver "with an unbounded faith in the city's
future greatness", and that he had "proceeded at once
to do his best in making it so".

By 1890, only four

years after his arrival in the city, Home had built major
brick blocks on most of Vancouver's principal streets. 12
Among his surviving projects are the Home Block )Cordova
Street), 313-325 Cambie Street, and the Yale Hotel.
N.S. Hoffar was architect of the Cordova and Cambie Street
projects and may have also provided Home with plans for
the Yale Hotel.
Home held public office in 1888-90 as a city alderman,
and in 1890-94 held a seat in the provincial legislature.
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In 1889-94 he chaired the city's parks board.

Home

died in 1923, "one of the most respected businessmen of
the city".14
The Yale Hotel is one of the city's least representative
structures.

It is characterized by its peculiar bell-

cast mansard roof, its upper floor dormer windows, and
its arched Romanesque windows. Mansarded structures were
all but unknown in early British Columbia.

They usually

housed institutions based in eastern Canada (such as Roman
Catholic schools or convents), rather than establishments
of a local nature.
The Yale's 1909 addition is by far a less distinctive
unit.

Like other work by architect W.T. Whiteway, it

is a non-descript block, utterly functional, and lacks
even slight exterior embellishment.
Little original detail survives within the Yale Hotel,
save for elements of its floor plan.

The Yale's facade

is reasonably intact, marred only by alterations to its
ground level Granville Street front.
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World (Vancouver) 29 October 1888, p. 4.
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Ibid., 31 December 1889, p. 5.

3

Ibid., 29 October 1888, p. 4.
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Ibid., 31 December 1889, p. 5.

5

Fire Insurance Atlas of Vancouver, 1889.
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Vancouver City Directory (Vancouver, 1907).
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World (Vancouver), 31 December 1889, p. 5.
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Vancouver City Archives. J.W. Home Docket.

Additional Sources
City of Vancouver, Sectional Map Atlas.
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Historian: Edward M i l l s
Date:

October

1973

Geocode: 10101001301531
City:

Vancouver

Address: 1 5 3 1 D a v i e

Street

Building Name:Gabriola ( 1 9 0 1 - 2 4 )
(if important)Angus A p t s .
(1924-present)
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 8 9 9 - 1 9 0 1
Architect: Samuel M a c l u r e
Builder: J . M . McLuckie
Craftsmen (List Type) S t a i n e d g l a s s - Henry B l o o m f i e l d ; Wood f i n i s h i n g
( i n t e r i o r ) R o b e r t s o n & H a c k e t t ; Wood c a r v i n g
- Edward B a s t o n .
Name and occupation of original owner : B . T . R o g e r s
Notable subsequent owners and reason i d e n t i f i e d :
Notable type of occupants: Upper c l a s s , m i d d l e
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

class

Building use- R e s i d e n t i a l - s i n g l e d w e l l i n g ( o r i g i n a l )
' Residential - multiple dwelling (present)
Major building material : l i m e s t o n e
Alterations:
General Nature
addition to b i l l i a r d
converted to a p t s .

Date
room 1908
1924-25

Architect

Comments: A major e a r l y r e s i d e n t i a l d e s i g n by n o t e d
Samual M a c l u r e .

Builder

architect
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1531 Davie Street

Vancouver

A Vancouver citizen, Mr. B.T. Rogers has had
plans drawn for the erection of a stone mansion
of such magnificence and solidity as to be grand
enough and stately enough as to be classified
as a castle.

It will be entirely of stone...

2 1/2 storeys high, with basement...Architect
Samuel Maclure of Victoria has prepared the
plans.

Mr. Roger's magnificent residence will

cost $25,000 which is probably twice as much
as the next residence in the city.
By the turn of the century Benjamin Tingley Rogers had
clearly emerged as one of Vancouver's most prominent industrialists.

His firm, the British Columbia Sugar Refinery,

had rapidly expanded in the ten years since its establishment on the Vancouver waterfront with the aid of CPR subsidies.
Rogers, a native of Philadelphia, had learned various
aspects of the sugar industry at his father's mills on
the eastern seaboard and in New Orleans, before being
appointed manager of a large refinery in New York during
the 1880s. Establishment of the B.C. Sugar Refinery marked
the earliest significant diversification of Vancouver's
industrial base away from lumbering and railroading.
Rogers' social prominence in the city was reflected
by his penchant for commissioning increasingly large and
pretentious homes. Built at a cost of $25,000, "Gabriola",
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as the new Rogers' home was christened, as the family's
third Vancouver residence within ten years. The land
for his third house was purchased in December 1899.
Initial plans were prepared by the prominent Victoria
architect Samuel Maclure in the following month, and construction begun in the spring of 1900. The Rogers family
moved into their new home in July of the following year. 3
Gabriola was constructed of limestone quarried on
a gulf island bearing the same name. Typical blocks were
3 ft. in length by 6 in. in height and 8 in. in depth. The
house featured the first residential poured concrete foundation in the city, and one of the first fully excavated
basements (most basements in Vancouver were 1/4 or 1/2
sunken).

Other features were 18 fireplaces (initially wood-

burning, but later converted to gas), which contained an
elaborate self-cleaning flue system, and an ammonia-cooled
4
cold storage in the basement.

The contractor was J.M. McLuckie.

Whereas the stone exterior was a departure from Maclure's
typical half-timbered style, the elaborate wood panelled
foyer and main staircase were representative of his interior
designs.

Panelling on the walls of the foyer, stair-

case and billiard room were in oak; flooring in the hall,
foyer, staircase, and main drawing room were in Australian
teak, possibly procured by Rogers personally during his
trips to the south Pacific (Rogers owned plantations in

5
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the Fijis).

Interior wood finishing was executed by Robertson

and Hackett, a local lumber milling firm.

A major feature

of the building's interior is an imposing three-panelled
stained glass window located on the landing in the main
staircase.

Designed and built by Henry Bloomfield, who

worked in Vancouver between 1899 and 1905, the window
is dominated by three female figures, apparently representing
either the three Christian virtues— faith, hope and charity
—

or the three Graces—wisdom, youth and beauty.

The

background consists of various British Columbia wildflowers,
foliage and seashells. A Latin motto, "Sapienti Omnis
Gratissma Ars" (Every art is most pleasing to the wise
man) is located above the figures.
The house originally featured a conservatory and
greenhouse on the left facade (removed in 1925 and replaced
by an apartment annex).

A large frame stable and servants'

quarters with matching stone chimneys survives, and is
now employed as a garage.

In 1908 a billiard room was

added to the right side using identical stonework and
detailing.

It now serves as living room for the main

suite in the building.
Until 1910 Gabriola remained by far the most impressive
home in the West End, then Vancouver's most fashionable
residential district.

In 1909, however, the Canadian

Pacific Railway opened up a new residential suburb on
the outskirts of the city known as Shaugnessy Heights.
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Soon newer and larger homes were being constructed in
this district (e.g.) "Hycroft", 1489 McRae Ave.).

This

evidently prompted Rogers to look for something larger.
In 1911 he purchased a ten-acre tract at the corner of
Granville and 57th Avenue, and commissioned the firm of
Somervell and Putnam to design a fourth home for him which
would exceed all other Vancouver homes in sizes and opulence.
The result was "Shannon", a huge mansion which would enable
B.T. to regain his former stature.

Construction was begun

in 1913, but was delayed by the war, and, in 1918, by
Rogers' death.

It was eventually completed in 1924 and

the Rogers family moved out of Gabriola.
Gabriola was subsequently converted into a six suite
apartment house, annexed to a new apartment block by an
enclosed corridor.

Former gardens were removed and a

gas station and garage installed in front of the former
stables.
Despite its alterations in 1924-5, the house was
meticulously maintained, particularly on the interior,
and remains in excellent condition.

One suite is presently

occupied by the elderly Charles Bentall, founder of the
Dominion Construction Company which owns the building.
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Endnotes:
1

News-Advertiser (Vancouver) undated, 1900, quoted
by James K. Nesbit Province (Vancouver), 21 October
1965.

2

Ibid.,

3

Mrs. B.T. Rogers' diary, quoted in unpublished UBC
paper by Bruce Chambers ("Gabriola", UBC, 1969),
pp. 6-7.

4

Chambers, op. cit., p. 10-11.

5

"Mr. McLuckie built the handsome residence of Mr.
B.T. Rogers in a most creditable and highly artistic
manner, and also a number of other residences for
our leading citizens. "The British Columbia Review
(Vancouver, 1906), p. 81.

NoterHistorical photos of the house is contained in Vancouver
Public Library Photo Collection, number S-7125, S-7161.
(glass negatives only).
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Appendix A . Biographical sketch of Samuel Maclure by Tad Mills CIHB
Maclure was born in April 1860 in New Westminster, British
Columbia.

He was educated in Victoria and first employed

as a telegraph operator on Vancouver Island between 1880
and 1884.

In 1885 he attended the Spring Garden Art School

in Philadelphia where he was taught architectural drawing
and painting.

He returned to Vancouver Island where he

resumed work as a telegraph operator and continued painting
and architectural studies.

In 1887 he opened an architect's

office in New Westminster where he "received immediate
encouragement in a liberal clientage and...designed many
of the best residences..."

In 1892 he moved his practice

to Victoria where he established himself as a leading
residential architect, specializing initially in relatively
small "Maclure bungalows"—"generally sturdy, one-storey
buildings, wood-framed, and surfaced in the shingles which
Maclure found to be practical, handsome, and inexpensive."

2

By 1899 he was beginning to attract the wealthy Victoria
clientelle which produced the massive half-timbered designs
featuring a cross-axial plan for which he became noted.
Maclure's stylistic development is generally studied
within the context of his Victoria home alone. Gabriola
appears to have been his earliest Vancouver design, executed
four years prior to the opening of his Vancouver office.
Its early date (1898-9) and sophistication suggest that
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it represented a major step in his stylistic development.
Although its stone construction was likely due to the
expressed wishes of its owner, it marked Maclure's first
known use of the material and anticipated by nine years
his best known and largest design, Hatley Park (now Royal
Roads), a huge stone mansion built for James Dunsmuir,
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province.
Maclure designed a number of large half-timbered
residences in Vancouver, initially in partnership with
Cecil Croker Fox (1903-14), who had been a student of
C.F.A. Voysey in England.

This practice was terminated

by World War I, but was replaced by a new one with Ross
Lort which continued into the 1920s. Maclure's most successfull designs are considered to be those executed between
1900 and 1914.

209

Sources
1

F.W. Howlie and E.O.S. Scholefield, British Columbia
From the Earliest Times to the Present, (Vancouver, 1914),
Vol. IV, pp. 1063-4.

2

Leonard K. Eaton, The Architecture of Samuel Maclure,
(Victoria, 1971), pp. 2-3.

O

Figure 1: "Gabriola", c. 1905, prior to addition of billiard room.
Archives No. BU.P. 417).

(Vancouver City
*
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HistorianiEdward M i l l s
Date-.April,

1977

10101001500800

(main
block
Geocode: 10101000900800 (annex)
City: V a n c o u v e r
Address:

80o

West G e o r g i a

Building Name: P r o v i n c i a l
(if important) House

St.
Court

Source of Title Photo:
CIHB P h a s e 1

Building Information
Date of Construction:

1907-11

Architect: F r a n c i s Mawson R a t t e n b u r y
Builder: McDonald, W i l s o n & S n y d e r (Vancouver)
r-„*.—.«i i . . -Type;_
p . — \ S m - i t n_ &_ S h,e r b«o u r. n e , ( -e x c. a v ,a t i o n c o n t r a c t o r s )
Crartsmen /(List
' r D.D. E n g l a n d ( l a n d s c a p i n g )
A. H u g e t t & Co. ( f u r n i s h i n g s )
Name and occupation of original owner: P r o v i n c e of B r i t i s h Columbia
Notable subsequent owners and reason I d e n t i f i e d :
Notable type of o c c u p a n t s : J u d i c i a r y , C o u n t y of New W e s t m i n s t e r ;
Government D e p a r t m e n t s .
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use: G o v e r n m e n t a l , C i t y and County c o u r t
Major building m a t e r i a l :
Alterations:
General Nature
Addition:
West Wing

Provincial

house

Nelson I s l a n d g r a n i t e ; Haddington I s l a n d
Date
1911-14

Architect
Thomas Hooper

Interior Alterations
1951
DPW
Interior Alterations
1969
DPW
New Roof
1967
DPW
Comments: L a r g e s t c o u r t h o u s e i n p r o v i n c e ; o n e of f o u r
h o u s e s d e s i g n e d by F.M. R a t t e n b u r y .

stone

Builder
MacDonald &
Wilson

court
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800 West Georgia Street

Vancouver

The first court facilities in Vancouver long predated
the community's transformation into the western terminus
of the Canadian Pacific Railway and subsequent growth
into a major port and city.

The presence of a small

lock-up and court room in Granville, as it was initially
called, was noted during the 1870s.

This structure was

replaced by a larger frame building containing four cells,
a mortuary and court room in 1883 which was employed for
periodic court sessions conducted by a circuit judge from
New Westminster until the fire which razed the entire
2
community three years later.
For the next few years
court was held in temporary rented quarters located in
3
a building known as Sullivan's Hall.
Vancouver's growth rate from 1886 onwards was spectacular.
Within two years its population jumped from less than
1,000 to 8,500, and the need for a permanent court house
became apparent.

A site, prominently located in the early

commercial core of the city, was designated for this purpose
at the time of the city's 1886 survey.

This consisted

of an irregularly shaped lot bounded by Hastings, Cambie,
Hamilton and Pender Streets, now known as Victory Square.
In 1888 the Provincial Government commissioned Thomas
C. Sorby to design a new court house.

Sorby was the most
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highly trained and experienced of the small group of architects
which had converged on the city in 1886, having spent
three years designing hotels and stations for the CPR
4
in Montreal after a lengthy career in England.
Upon
his arrival in Vancouver Sorby received a succession of
major commissions including the first CPR station and
Hotel Vancouver, the Bank of British Columbia and Central
School.

His court house was a modest two storey stone

building measuring 70 ft. by 58 ft., described in the
1890 report of the Department of Public Works as being
of classic design, "based upon the Ionic model, treated
as simply as possible consistent with the dignity of the
5
building."
This marked the first instance of a classical
design being employed for a public building in the province
(Figures 1, 2).
Within two years of its completion in 1890, Sorby's
court house had become too small to meet existing demands,
a problem which was to plague the city's judiciary continually
in subsequent years. The offshoot of Vancouver's rapid
growth was the recognition that the city required full
judicial facilities of its own.

Until 1892 it remained

a part of the New Westminster Judicial District, thus
requiring a large proportion of its legal transactions
to be performed in the adjacent city.

By the Supreme

Court Amendment Act of 1892, the separate Judicial District
of Vancouver was created, leading to the appointment of
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the city's first resident Supreme Court Judge and consequently
to a need for greater court house facilities.
Accordingly, in 1893 plans were made to construct
a large addition to the building.

By this time, T.C. Sorby

had moved to Victoria, and a second Vancouver architect,
N.S. Hoffar, was commissioned to produce the design.
The result was an interesting study in contrasts. Unlike
Sorby, who evidently did not find the starkly entrepreneurial boomtown climate of Vancouver to his liking, Americanborn and trained Nathaniel Stonestreet Hoffar thrived
upon it, starting out as a contractor during the initial
post-fire months of 1886 then quickly becoming the most
prolific designer of early commercial blocks in the city.

7

For his sole effort at institutional design Hoffar followed
Sorby's precedent by employing a classical model, but
there the comparison ended.

Rather than attempting to

produce a stylistically uniform composition based on the
existing building, Hoffar produced a more pretentious
brick and stone structure surmounted by a metal clad dome,
reminiscent in silhouette, if not in substance, of the
new Legislative Assembly Building then rising in Victoria.
The new addition, built at a cost of $46,954, fronted
on Hastings Street, thus relegating the earlier section
a

to the status of a rear wing (Figures 3, 4).

The finished

product was not without its critics, particularly among
the group of British-trained architects practicing in
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the city.

Commenting on the absence of aesthetic taste

in Vancouver, a member of this faction wrote:
Possibly the only work of art...which the
people of Vancouver may claim to be their
own is the galvanized iron travesty of a
blind-folded Justice soldered to the summit
of the tin dome of the architectural cari9
cature, the Courts of Justice.
The building's detractors could take consolation
from the fact that, like the Sorby building before it,
the 1893 court house would rapidly be rendered obsolete
by the city's soaring growth rate. By 1906 Vancouver
had a population of 50,000, and new court facilities were
again required.

Instead of rebuilding on the existing

site, the Provincial Government chose to relocate the
new court house on a larger property consisting of the
city block bounded by Georgia, Howe, Hornby and Robson
Streets adjacent to the second Hotel Vancouver.

The new

location was purchased from the CPR in 1906 amidst protests
from a number of local citizens who felt the site was
too far removed from the existing business core of the
city.

A competition for the design of the building

was held in the same year.

For the most important public

edifice in the province's largest city, the Provincial
Government selected a monumental Neo-Classical design
submitted by Victoria architect Francis Mawson Rattenbury.
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By this time Rattenbury had firmly established himself
as the major institutional architect in British Columbia,
having designed a succession of major public buildings
beginning with the afore-mentioned Legislative Assembly,
1893, and including three smaller court houses at Chilliwack,
1895, Nanaimo, 1895 (10135001400031), and Nelson, 1903-06
(10244000900320) . 1 2

For his fourth and largest court

house, Rattenbury turned to the Classical formula then
widely advocated and often repeated for public buildings
throughout North America.13 The building was essentially
a three part composition, with two wings faced with inset
Ionic columns flanking a massive projecting central section.
The latter featured an imposing portico supported by four
columns and surmounted by a copper-clad dome on an elevated
base (Figure 5). Overall dimensions were 198 ft. in
length by 113 ft. in breadth at the central part.
Specifications called for the building to be constructed
of two types of stone over a superstructure of steel and
reinforced concrete; contractors bidding on the project
were required to submit four separate tenders based on
the use of as many different types of stone for exterior
walls.14 Those ultimately selected were Nelson Island
granite for the base section and Haddington Island stone
(and site) for upper levels.

The former was quarried

at the mouth Jervis Inlet, while the latter came from
an island off the north-east coast of Vancouver Island. 15
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The same combination had previously been employed on the
Legislative Assembly Building.

All steel beams used in

the building's superstructure were manufactured locally
by the firm of John Coughlan and Sons.
The focal point of the building's interior was a
central rotunda located beneath the dome. Corridors leading
to offices on the lower floors and the court rooms above
radiated from this impressive open area which was in turn
reached by an ornate staircase leading from the main entrance.
The latter was manufactured by W. MacFarlane and Company
of Glasgow, Scotland.

Specifications called for extensive

use of British Columbia or Alaskan marble for vestibule
halls, wainscotting, stair treads and risers as well as
decorative trim.

Wood joinery throughout the building

was primarily of British Columbia fir, the exceptions
being the court rooms, where panelling, cornices, wainscotting
and architraves were to be constructed of oak.17 Floors
throughout the building were of terrazzo or inlaid mosaic
tile, the latter incorporating the provincial coat of
arms for the floor of the rotunda area.
Contracts for construction of the building were awarded
in early 1907. Excavations and footings were carried
out by the firm of Smith and Sherbourne beginning in March
of that year.

General contractors were Messrs. McDonald,

Wilson and Snider, a major construction firm then based
in Vancouver which also owned the Haddington Island stone
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quarries.

The same firm had previously supplied stone
for the construction of the Legislative Assembly. 18

Actual construction of the court house began in late 1907
under the direction of local supervising architects Dalton
and Eveleigh. 19
Although initially slated for completion by August
1909, interruptions in the supply of building materials
forced construction to drag on until 1911.20 By this
time Vancouver's population had doubled to 100,000, and
the Provincial Government was faced with the unpleasant
realization that the building would be too small to meet
current needs by the time it was completed.

This posed

difficulties, for the highly symmetrical design did not
lend itself to straight forward wing additions.

Instead

a separate annex structure was planned, connected to the
main building by an enclosed two storey corridor (Figure 6).
Architect of the annex, to be known as the West Wing,
was Thomas Hooper, then engaged in the design of court
houses for Vernon (10242000603001) and Revelstoke
(10243001300111).21 Hooper succeeded in producing a design
which complemented the style and appearance of the main
building, while at the same time presenting an imposing
impact of its own when viewed from Robson and Hornby Streets.
Work on the West Wing, also undertaken by McDonald,
Wilson and Snider, was underway by the time the main building
was completed in the fall of 1911.22 An informal opening
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of the court house was held on 9 October but the laudatory
speeches of attending dignitaries who praised it as the
finest building of its kind in Canada must have been somewhat compromised by Attorney General Bowser's apologies
for shortages of space and observation that the new wing
was well underway and would be followed by a second one
if required. 23 A second formal opening was held in September
of the following year during the vice-regal tour of the
O A

Duke and Duchess of Connaught.

Construction of the
West Wing was completed in February, 1914.25 The old
court house on Hastings Street was then closed and a contract
awarded for its demolition.26 A cenotaph commemorating
Vancouver's war dead was eventually erected on the site
in 1924.
Vancouver's population boom was halted in 1913 by
a prolonged economic recession, so the anticipated need
for a second annex wing did not materialize.

With the

benefit of periodic interior renovations and alterations
the court house continued to meet the city's judicial
requirements for close to half a century.

With the resumption

of rapid growth during the past two decades, however,
demands for increased facilities became more acute.

Despite

major interior renovations carried out in 1951, 1959 and
1969, the building remained seriously overcrowded, and
. . . 27
a decision was made to construct new court facilities.
A huge court complex designed by Arthur Erikson is currently
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under construction on a site composed of two city blocks
adjacent to the existing court house. Although the former
main entrance to the west wing has been removed, the two
buildings will be retained and incorporated into the new
complex, with the Rattenbury court house tentatively slated
for occupation by the reluctant Vancouver Art Gallery.
The area surrounding the Vancouver Court House has
become firmly established as the business and commercial
core of the city.

However, the visual dignity of the

building and its importance as a major architectural landmark
has been accentuated rather than decreased in recent years
by the proliferation of giant office towers, hotels and
retail complexes which now encircle it.
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1

British Columbia. Government, Sessional Paper, 1879,
Report of Department of Public Works, p. 317.

2

B.C. Sessional Paper, 1883-4, Public Works Report,
p. 270. The building was erected by J.A. Calbrick
at a cost of $843. It measured 22 ft. by 26 ft.
and was located on Water Street near Maple Tree Square.

3

Vancouver City Archives, Vertical File 328. "Conversation
with W.H. Gallagher", in J.S.S. Mathews, "Early
Vancouver", Vol. I, p. 303.

4

See biographical sketch on Sorby in Victoria Illustrated,
(Victoria; 1891), pp. 90-1. Sorby practiced in London
for 25 years, holding at various times the posts
of County Surveyor for England and Wales, Surveyor
of Metropolitan Police and of Dangerous Structures,
and Consulting Architect to the Home Office and Treasury.
He was also a fellow of the Royal Institute of British
Architects.

5

Canada. Parliament, "Public Works Report" in B.C.
Sessional Paper, (Ottawa, 1890), p. 151. The building
was constructed by William Turnbull & Co. of New
Westminster at a cost of $17,996. See also B.C.
Sessional Papers (Ottawa, 1891) "Public Accounts
Report", p. 58.

6

"Re Supreme Court Judge Vancouver City", in B.C.
Sessional Papers (Ottawa, 1894-95), p. 1195.

7

Daily World (Vancouver), "Souvenir Edition", 1891,
p. 22. Hoffar was born in Washington D.C., trained
at Georgetown College, then later as a civil engineer
in San Francisco. He subsequently worked, either
as a designer or contractor, in various cities including
Baker City, Ore., Seattle, Washington, Victoria and
Nanaimo, B.C.

8

Canada. Parliament. "Public Works Report" in B.C.
Sessional Papers (Ottawa, 1893) Vol 1., p. 824,:
also "Public Accounts" in Sessional Papers (Ottawa,
1894) p. 75. Contractor for the addition was Edward
Cook of Vancouver.

9

R.M. Fripp, "British Columbia Letter number 3" in
Canadian Architect and Builder (March, 1900), p. 57.
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Province (Vancouver), 22 February 1906, "Petition
against new location of court house..."

11

Canada. Parliament, "Public Accounts, B-lll", in
B.C. Sessional Papers, (Ottawa, 1907) Expenditure
for purchase of lots and adjudication of designs,
Completion of purchase of site from CPR and
W.H. Chase was noted in Public Accounts Report of
following year, B-122. Payment to the railway was
$35,000 for Block 51, lot 541.

12

Rattenbury had become the leading exponent of Chateauesque and similar non-classical styles for institutional
designs in the province, beginning with his 1895
Nanaimo Court House design. The Vancouver Court
House constituted a marked departure from this predominent
trend which he had been instrumental in defining.
See Martin Seggar, "In Search of Appropriate Form",
The Canadian Collector (May-June, 1976), pp. 51-55.

13

See for example: J.B. Noel Wyatt, "The Designing
of a Courthouse", The Brickbuilder, Vol. 16, no. 10,
(October, 1907), pp. 172-175.

14

Vancouver City Archives, Add. Mss. 83, "Building
Specifications Vancouver Court House", (May, 1907),
pp. 23-24. (Hereafter cited as "Building specifications").

15

Canada. Department of Mines, Building and Ornamental
Stones of Canada, (Ottawa, 1917) Vol. 5, pp. 88, 190.

16

"Progress and Building Edition", World (Vancouver),
1912, p. 37 (advertisement).

17

"Building specifications", pp. 16, 23, 29.
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F.W. Howay and E.O.S. Scholefield, British Columbia:
from the Earlist Times to the Present (Vancouver,
1914), Vol. 4, p. 1016.
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"Public Accounts", B.C. Sessional Papers, 1908, B-122..

20

Province (Vancouver) 23 April 1909; 27 May 1911.
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Canada. Parliament,
Papers, 1914, C-161.

22

Ibid., 1913, C-131.
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Province (Vancouver) 9 October 1911.
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Ibid., 18 September 1912.
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Canada.
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Sun (Vancouver) 23 April 1974.

Parliament "Tenders Received and Contracts
B.C. Sessional Papers, 1915, Q-138.

Figure 1: Vancouver Court House, c. 1890-1; architect T.C. Sorby.
Archives No. BUP. 391).

(Vancouver City
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Figure 2: Court house plan, 1889. (Dankins 18 89 Fire Map
of Vancouver, B.C., Sheet 3).

to
to

Figure 3: Vancouver Court House, c. 1895.
Photo Collection, No. 18).

(Vancouver Public Library, Historic

-J

Figure 4: Vancouver Court House plan, Hoffar & Sorby sections: after Goad's Atlas of
Vancouver, (1912), vol,1,Plate 6.

to
to
00

Figure 5: Vancouver Court House, c. 1930. (Vancouver Public
Library, Historic Photo Collection, NO. 5B77.) **"""
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Figure 6:

Plan of 1907-11 court house and west wing.
of Vancouver, 1912, Vol. 1, plate 11.)

(After Goad's Atlas
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Historian:Warren Sommer
Date: Summer 1975

Geocode: 10101001800355
City: Vancouver
Address: 355 Burrard

Street

Building Name:Marine B u i l d i n g
(if important)
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 9 2 9 - 3 0
Architect: McCarter & N a i r e
Builder:E.J. Ryan C o n s t r u c t i n g Co. L t d . , - C o n t r a c t o r ; Dominion B r i d g e
r.

r

/. A

m

X

CO .

"

Steel

Craftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner: S t i m s o n ' s Canadian D e v e l o p , Co.
Notable subsequent owners and reason identified:
Notable type of occupants: i n d u s t r y , b u s i n e s s
Notable occupants and reason identified:

building use: A d m i n i s t r a t i v e , P r o f e s s i o n a l ,
Major building material :
Alterations:
General Nature

Financial -

Office

steel
Date

Architect

Builder

Comments:A major landmark w i t h i n V a n c o u v e r ' s commercial c o r e ,
e x t e n s i v e Art Deco o r n a m e n t a t i o n .

featuring
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355 Burrard Street

Vancouver

Construction of Vancouver's 20-storey Marine Building
began on 13 March 1929.

A permit for excavation and

foundation work was issued that morning and work began
in a matter of hours.2 At the ground-turning ceremonies,
the general contractor, Col. E.J. Ryan, expressed hope
that the project might be finished within twelve months
3
of its start.
Financial difficulties intervened in late
1929 and the structure became ready for occupancy only
by October 1930.
Colonel Ryan was a logical choice for the position
of general contractor.

His firm had already begun work
4
on the CNR's massive Hotel Vancouver (Archibald and Schofield,
1928-39) and had thereby acquired experience in large
scale excavation, foundation, and steel work.

Ryan's

company was awarded the excavation and foundation contract
for the Marine Building in March 1929. Four months later,
in July, the firm received an appointment as general contractor.
Stimson's Canadian Development Company, a Torontobased property development corporation, were owners of
the project.

The site of the project had cost them $300,000.

The building was only partially completed when, in late
1929, the Great Depression struck.

Stimson's soon encountered

difficulties in financing the project and were twice compelled

5
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to obtain massive loans from New York City financiers.
By 1935 Stimson's had lost title to the project.

Subsequent

owners sold the building to the British Pacific Properties
Limited (a Guiness family company) in 1933, receiving
only $800,000 or about one-half of their original inventment.
The City of Vancouver had earlier been offered the building
for $1,000,000 (for use as a new City Hall), but had declined
to purchase.
Stimson's chose McCarter and Nairne, a prestigious
Vancouver firm, as architects of their Marine Building.
John Young McCarter was born in Victoria in 1886 and studied
architecture under Thomas Hooper, an important local architect.
McCarter joined Nairne in partnership in 1921, forming
a firm that continues to enjoy a fine reputation to the
present day.

During his career, McCarter was for awhile

president of the AIBC and vice-president (and Fellow)
of the RAIC.
9

He was also a fully qualified professional

engineer.
George C. Nairne was of Scottish birth and training.
Born in Inverness in 1884, Nairne articled with the firm
of John Squart (in Inverness, 1901-05) and at the same
time received training at the Inverness Technical and
Art School. Nairne was for three years a junior draughtsman
wtih the firm of Mackintosh in Glasgow (a probable source
of his later use of art nouveau themes).

After moving

to North America Nairne spent 18 months in Seattle (as
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an assistant to Blackwell and Baker), 2 years in Vancouver
(with Thomas Hooper), a year in Nanaimo (Nairne and MacMillan,
1913-14), 2 1/2 years in Great Falls, Montana (with H.H.
Johnson), and, in 1921, finally settled in Vancouver.
McCarter and Nairne rapidly established themselves
as a favourite firm of the province's business, institutional,
and corporate elite. Among their clients were the B.C.
Telephone Company, the Bank of Commerce, the Imperial
Bank of Canada, the Federal Government (Post Office),
and the Dominion Bank.

Because the firm has practised

through more than five decades, with much of its work
performed by unnamed junior assistants, it is difficult
to summarize the evolution of its style. But of all its
works, McCarter and Nairne's Marine Building most closely
resembles their slightly later (1930) Georgia Medical
Dental Building.

Both works are fine examples of the

then-popular but very short-lived art deco style.
The Marine Building is a twenty-storey office structure,
irregularly massed, with a frontage of 184 ft. on Burrard
Street and of 90 ft. on Hastings Street.

The building

rises through some 300 ft. and contains a rentable floorspace
of 151,200 square ft.12 When first conceived the structure
was said to be in a "perpendicular modified Gothic style",
consisting of a central section high above the street
level (with vertical staganation) and two lower wings.
A tower and giant beacon were to dominate the central
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section.
But the Marine Building was anything but a traditional
Gothic monument.

When completed, its art deco embellish-

ment and its innovative successive vertical setbacks created
a structure more of the twentieth century than of the
nineteenth.

The building's architects described their

creation well:

"the building in its architectural conception

suggests some great crag rising from the sea, clinging
with sea flora and fauna, tinted in sea-green, touched
with gold, and at night in winter a dim silhouette piercing
the sea mists". 14
The structure is built about a skeleton of steel,
with concrete floor slabs and curtain walls. Exterior
facings are in gold-coloured brick, with cream terra cotta
ornament. A grey granite base provides visual support
for the storeys above.

Lower level terra cotta ornament

includes representations of transportation vehicles:
submarines, ships, trains, airships, and aeroplanes.
While industry is a significant element in the building's
decoration, maritime themes predominate.

"Running the

full length of the building is a deep frieze with wave
ornament and seahorses amongst marine flora".15 Similar
motifs find repetition in upper level terra cotta ornament.
The principal entry to the building is through a
fine art deco archway.

Portal decoration symbolizes the

city's role as a gateway to the Orient.

Surrounding mural
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panels display symbols of the major early explorers of
the coast:

Drake, Quadra, cook and Vancouver.

The age

of steam is also represented by the S.S. Beaver and the
Empress of Japan.
The structure's main concourse is particularly fine,
"cathedral-like in atmosphere," with its blue and green
ceramic tiles. Subdued, indirect lighting emanates from
ships' prows projecting from the concourse walls. Exquisitely
worked doors of bronze with naturalistic decoration are
found at the building's entryway, and at each of the ground
17
floor elevator entrances.
While several upper level office floors have experienced
extensive renovations, many floors remain much as they
always have. Walls still preserve their original coloured
tiles.

Offices were originally floored in battleship

linoleum, hallways in "cork tiles in a tasteful design". 18
Much of this still remains intact.
Despite competition from newer office structures,
Vancouver's Marine Building continues to enjoy full occupancy.
The building remains in good condition and still possesses
many of its original tenants.

It is a building much revered

by long-time residents of Vancouver and provides a dramatic
termination to Hastings Street.
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Endnotes:
1

J.Y. McCarter is still alive in 1975.

2

Province. (Vancouver), 13 March 1929, p. 1; A complete
set of floor plans is in the possession of the building
manager.

3

Ibid.

4

Ibid.

5

City of Vancouver, Registry of Building Permits,
1929.

6

Province, loc. cit.

7

Vancouver City Archives, J.Y. McCarter Docket.

8

Vancouver City Archives. Vancouver Building Register,
Two building permits were issued for the construction
of the Marine Building: 13 March 1929 for $20,000—
excavation and foundations—and 2 July 1929 for $1,250,000—
the rest of the building (see endnote 5) Stimson's
Canadian Development Co. Ltd. experienced financial
difficulties during the 1929 Depression and were
obliged to borrow $1,000,000 from interests in New
York City. This funding proved inadequate and a
second loan was obtained (amount not disclosed) (see
endnote 7 ) . While building permit records account
for a cost of only $1,270,000, it is not improbable
that the building, when completed, cost considerably
more.

9

J.Y. McCarter Docket, op. cit.

10

Province, op. cit.

12

Ibid. Journal (July 1931), p. 256-266.

13

Province, op. cit.

14

RAIC Journal,op. cit.

15

Ibid.

16

Ibid.
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Ibid.
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Ibid.

Additional Sources
Cavalcade of Steel, 1882-1972, Dominion Bridge Co. Ltd.,
19/2.
Province (Vancouver) 11 May 1930, p. 37.
Sun (Vancouver) 11 June 1955, Magazine Section, p. 5.
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Figure 1: Marine Building, Burrard Street.
(Vancouver Public Library No. 11978.)
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Figure 2: Marine Building under construction.
(Vancouver Public Library No. 11993.)
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Canadian Inventory of Historic Building - Historical Building Report

Historian-.Edward M i l l s
Date: October 1973

Geocode: 10101001800690
City V a n c o u v e r
Address: 690 Burrard S t r e e t
Building Name: C h r i s t Church
(if important) C a t h e d r a l
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 8 8 9 - 1 8 9 5
Architect: C O . Wickenden
Builder: Edward Cook - masonry, Chas H i l l y e r , Carpentry
Craftsmen (List Type)E. S p i l l m a n , i n t e r i o r f i n i s h i n g
Name and occupation of original owner : A n g l i c a n D i o c e s e
Notable subsequent owners and reason identified:
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason identified:

Building use: R e l i g i o u s - church
Major building material :
Alterations:
General Nature
Date
a d d i t i o n t o c h a n c e l l & t r a n s e p t s 1909
electric lighting
1920

Architect
W.T. D a l t o n

Comments: The o l d e s t remaining church i n Vancouver.

Builder
E. Cook
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690 Burrard Street

Vancouver

In the spring of 1888, Anglican residents in Vancouver's
rapidly-developing West End district expressed a desire
for a new church to be erected in their section of the
city.

Previously, the whole city was served by the Parish

of St. James, the church being located on Cordova (Oppenheimer)
Street in the eastern part of the community.

Although

the need for a second parish was formally met with the
establishment of the Parish of Christ Church in December
1888, steps had already been taken towards the construction
of a new church in the preceding summer.

In August,

a site comprising five city lots at the corner of Burrard
and West Georgia streets was purchased from the Canadian
Pacific Railway for a sum listed variously as $2,000 and
$2,500.

A decision was made at this time "that a stone

church be erected...to seat from four to five hundred
people and to cost from $20,000 to $25,000.

Plans for

a stone building "in the early Gothic style of architecture"
were prepared by C. Osborne Wickenden, an experienced
English-born and trained architect who had recently established a practice in the city; these were accepted by
the parish building committee in March 1889.

(Figure 1).

A decision was made at the outset to proceed with
the construction of the basement alone due to a lack of

3
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funds.

Wickenden's design anticipated this policy by

providing temporary church facilities for 500 hundred
through the incorporation of sliding panel dividers.
This arrangement permitted the division of existing space
4
into from one to four chambers.

A contract for construct-

ion of the foundation and basement walls with locallyprocurred granite was awarded to Edward Cook on 3 April.
A separate contract for carpentry was let to Charles Hillyer
at the same time.
5
temporary roof.

This included the construction of a

Construction of the basement cost the parish $6,000,
exhausting most of the funds raised to that time.

Completion

of the superstructure was delayed for five years as a
result of internal dissention and an ensuing inability
to raise further funds.

Consequently, services continued

to be held in the initial subterrainian facilities nicknamed the "Rootcellar" for considerably longer than at
first anticipated (Figure 2 ) . This invoked the displeasure
of the Canadian Pacific Railway, who objected that the
unfinished structure constituted a detriment to the sale
7
of their adjoining porperties.
Construction of the building recommenced in July
1894, following the arrangement of a $17,500 loan from
Q

the Sun Life Insurance Company.

Upper walls were built

of limestone, while the interior was highlighted by an
impressive hammer beam truss system.

British Columbia
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fir and cedar were employed for beams, trusses, ceiling
and wainscotting on the interior.

E. Spillman, who was

listed as decorator of the interior, was presumably resg
ponsible for joinery and finishing on the building.
When completed in February 1895, Christ Church had a
seating capacity of slightly less than 900.
The accelerating growth of the West End made Christ
Church the largest Anglican parish in Western Canada by
the early 1900s, This in turn created a need for increased
seating capacity which was met by extensive additions
and renovations carried out over the winter of 1908-09
at a cost of $21,000. These consisted of an addition
to the chancel and widening of the transepts which provided
seating for an additional 400 persons. Provision was
made for the installation of small galleries to add 400
more seats at a future date. Additional alterations included
the complete renovation of the basement area and installation
of a new organ and chancel fittings. The latter were
constructed of Oamaru stone imported from New Zealand.
Architect for the renovations was W.T. Dalton of Vancouver,
while E. Cook was once again employed as contractor.
The building was believed to be the largest Anglican church
west of Toronto at the time of completion of these renovations.
The building has undergone periodic alterations and
renovations in subsequent years, ranging from installation
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of electric lights in 1920 to sandblasting of the exterior
in 1955. A 140 foot spire called for in Wickenden's initial
plans was never added,

lending a diminutive appearance

to the building's exterior which belies scale and visual
grandeur of its interior.
Christ Church was designated as cathedral church
for mainland British Columbia in 1929.12 The issue of
its survival or replacement by a highrise office tower
aroused considerable controversy during the early 1970s,
but appears to have been recently resolved by an innovative
plan whereby development rights to the surrounding property
have been granted in return for retention and preservation
of Christ Church.13 The building is presently the oldest
surviving church in the city.
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Endnotes;
1

Province (Vancouver), 20 February 1909, p. 4; also
Marjorie Allan, Christ Church Cathedral, 1889-1939;
A Short History, (Vancouver, 1939), p. 4 (hereatter
cited as Allan). The latter source suggests that
the site cost $2,500.

2

Allan, p. 4.

3

Daily World (Vancouver), 31 December 1889, p. 8.
Wickenden's credentials were impressive by prevailing
standards in early Vancouver. Born in Rochester,
Kent, in 1851, he had trained and practiced in London
before emigrating to New York. He subsequently moved
to St. John, N.B. in 1876 where he executed a number
of major commission including Acadian College at
Wolfville, N.S. In 1881 he moved to Winnipeg where
he emerged as one of the leading architects during
the 1881-88 period. Among his commissions were depot
warehouses and stores for the Hudson's Bay Company,
the Winnipeg and Neepawa Court Houses, as well as
a registry, asylum and jail for the Conservative Government. His Vancouver practice spanned the years 18881901. During this time he designed a succession
of important early commercial blocks, a notable example
being the surviving Empire Building (10101001900605).
Christ Church Cathedral is the only non-commercial
design by Wickenden known to survive in the city.

4

Allan, p. 5.

5

Ibid.

6

Province, 20 February 1909, p. 4.

7

Allan, p. 5.

8

Ibid., p. 8.

9

Province, 9 April 1898, p. 5.

10

Ibid., 20 February 1909, p. 4.

11

Daily World, 31 December 1889, p. 8. "It is of stone,
in tne early Gothic style of architecture, and will
when completed, have a tower 140 feet high. It is
estimated that the cost of the building alone, without
the tower, will be $23,000...." The only known
illustration of the building with the spire occurs
on the 1890 birdseye map of Vancouver (Daily World)
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where the structure is rendered with spire in place
above the main entrance. Building plans held by
the Parish contain a modest frame spire pencilled
in above the central roof section, suggesting that
a less-costly alternative was considered at some
time.
12

Province, 19 February 1929, p. 1.

13

Sun (Vancouver), 7 January 1975, p. 31.

J*.
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Figure 1: Original Building Plans and elevations, (plans held by parish of Christ Church Cathedral.)

QJtje QDriginal (Eifanrij, rommnnlg kttsum as "Sty? iRnat ^tmBt"
Figure 2:, Christ Church Cathedral c. 1889, showing original section commonly
known as the "Root House" (Vancouver Public Library No. 8682).
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H i s t o r i a n : W a r r e n Sommer
Date: May, 1975

Geocode:

10101001900001

City: V a n c o u v e r
Address: 1 West H a s t i n g s
Street
Building Name: . . .
„ .
(if important) M e r c h a n t s Bank
Source of T i t l e Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1912
Architect:M.S. S o m e r v e l l & S.L.
Builder: N o r t o n - G r i f f i t h L t d .
Craftsmen (List Type)

Putnam

Name and occupation of original owner: M e r c h a n t s Bank
Notable subsequent owners and reason I d e n t i f i e d :
Notable type of occupants:
Notable occupants and reason i d e n t i f i e d :

Building use:

original - Administrative, Professional,

present
- Mercantile - general Retail
Major building material :
Alterations:
Cencral Nature
Date
Architect

Financial
_ bank
store
Builder

Comments: The f i r s t of two b r a n c h e s of t h e M e r c h a n t s Bank d e s i g n e d
by S o m e r v e l l and Putnam i n V a n c o u v e r .
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1 West Hastings Street

Vancouver

The Montreal-based Merchants Bank first established a
Vancouver office in the year 1906.

Its first premises

were at 337 Carrall and at 1 West Hastings, adjacent addresses
fronting onto a triangular property formed by the intersection
of a CPR spur line with the city's own rectangular grid
survey.

The property of the Merchants Bank was itself

a triangular piece of land.

The neighbouring property,

known variously as Pioneer Square, Pioneer Park and Pigeon
Park, has both influenced and reflected the character
of its surroundings.

Pioneer Square has been a source

of controversy from the 1930s, and continues as such to
the present.
By 1906 the old Granville townsite was an area in
decline.

Businesses were moving westward into newer accom-

modations on Granville and Hastings streets, far from
the original commercial district along Carrall, Water,
and Cordova streets. Major investments along Granville
Street by the Hudson's Bay Company, Federal Government
and the CPR ensured the success of the new central business
district at the expense of the old.
It was surprising then that, in 1912, the Merchants
Bank should begin construction of a major office structure
at Carrall and Hastings.

The bank quickly realized its
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poor judgement and, in 1915, began to build far more imposing
regional headquarters at Pender and Granville (10101001200500).
The bank in 1912 demolished a perfectly sound but unpretentious
three-storey building at Carrall and Hastings, relocated
in 1915, and replaced it with the elegant structure which
still stands in 1975.
The Merchants Bank chose the architectural firm of
Somervell and Putnam as designers for their 1912 Hastings
and Carrall premises.

Somervell and Putnam had in the

previous two years been establishing a reputation as competent
designers of major commercial structures in the city.
W. Marbury Somervell was first active in Seattle, where
he produced plans for two branches of the public library
(University and Green Lake branches) and for Providence
Hospital (a large, vaguely Second Empire structure). 3
A branch office in Vancouver was established in 1910 with
J.L. Putnam as manager.
4
partner in the firm.

In 1911 Putnam became a full

Many Somervell and Putnam buildings were built in
the Beaux-Art style of the late Edwardian Era. Among
these were the Birks Building (1912), the London Building
(1912), and the Union Bank Building (1919).

Somervell

and Putnam's two successive buildings for the Merchants
Bank were erected in a style imported from the commercial
streets of eastern North America.

These "temple banks"

dominated street corners and became symbols of strength,
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solidity and prospertiy.

The first Vancouver example

built was Darling and Pearson's 1906 Canadian Bank of
Commerce.

Somervell and Putnam's first Merchants Bank

is modest in comparison with their later Union Bank and
their second Merchants Bank.

The latter two are of impressive

dimensions and present massive facades to the street.
Their interiors are equally grand.

The Union Bank boasts

a fine Ionic ground floor facade, two plainer upper storeys
and a light, elegant cornice above.

The second Merchants

Bank is similar but lacks columns, instead having a somewhat
flat, weak series of ground floor pilasters.
The first Merchants Bank by Somervell and Putnam
is considerably smaller than most of their Vancouver work
and blends well into the surrounding cityscape.

But it

was the aim of the Merchants Bank to create a dominant
image in the city, rather than harmoniously blend into
a larger whole. While its Hastings and Carrall premises
rose to a height of only three storeys, the structure
was built about a steel frame capable of supporting an
additional four floors.

The movement of the central business

district towards the west precluded any subsequent enlargement at the original Hastings Street site.
In plan the Merchants Bank approaches the triangular,
having a series of five bays along its Carrall street
frontage, one on Hastings, and another where the two facades
join to form a curving entrance-way.

The structure is
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clad in granite, much of which is elegantly carved.

Eight

near-Corinthian pilasters rise from the street to support
a festooned frieze and a final elegant cornice. Upper
storey window piers, spandrels and panels are of a decorative
cast iron variety.
While the integrity of the Merchant Bank's facade
has been maintained, the building's interior has been
renovated beyond recognition and a concrete block addition
has been attached to the rear.

Part of the original coffered

ceiling remains, as do several supporting capitals, but
they are in poor condition.
The Bank of Montreal absorbed the Merchants Bank
in 1922 and continued to occupy the building until 1957.
A discount clothing store has utilized the premises since
1963 and has covered parts of the facade with advertisements
and signs. The building is protected under both provincial
and city legislation and is part of the Gastown-Chinatown
Historic area.
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Endnotes:
1

Vancouver City Directory (Vancouver, 1906).

2

City of Vancouver Registry of Building Permits,
1912, No. 3633.

3

H. Croly, "The Building of Seattle" in Architectural
Record, (July 1912).

4

Vancouver City Directory (Vancouver, 1911).

5

Vancouver Daily World, 5 October 1912, p. 12.

Additional Source
Vancouver City Archives, Building Plan A-41.
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Historian: Edward M i l l s
Date: October 1973

Geocode:

10101001900207

City: Vancouver
Address:

207 West H a s t i n g s
Street
Building Name:
. .
(if important) Dominion
Building
Source of Title Photo:
CIHB

Building Information
Date of Construction: 1 9 0 8 - 1 0
Architect: j . s . H e l y e r
Builder: Dominion B r i d g e CompanyCraftsmen (List Type)
Name and occupation of original owner: I m p e r i a l T r u s t Company 1 9 0 9 - 0 9
Notable subsequent owners and reason identified: Dominion T r u s t Co.
1909-13
Dominion Bank 1 9 1 3 - 1 4
Notable type of occupants:
. j . Cohen 1 9 4 3 - p r e s e n t
Notable occupants and reason identified:

Building use: A d m i n i s t r a t i v e , P r o f e s s i o n a l ,

Financial -

office

Major building material: S t e e l and c o n c r e t e
Alterations:
General Nature

Date

Architect

Builder

Comments: A c o l o u r f u l Edwardian s k y s c r a p e r , r e p u t e d t o be t h e h i g h e s t
b u i l d i n g i n t h e B r i t i s h Empire a t t h e time o f i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n .
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207 West Hastings Street

Vancouver

A superb structure standing in sublime
magnificence in its commanding position
on the main artery of Vancouver, the Imperial
Trust Building will take its place among the
monuments commemorating the city's advancement
....Vancouver will number as one of its most
important foundation stones this beautiful
building, a monument to the enterprise of her
citizens.
In the summer of 1908 when the Imperial Trust Company
announced its intention to erect a thirteen storey office
building on the corner of Hastings and Cambie streets,
Vancouver was in the midst of an unprecedented economic
boom.

In eight years its population had grown from 27,000

to 75,000 and the local civic slogan had become:

"In

nineteen-ten, Vancouver then/Will have one hundred thousand
2
men".
This population growth was accompanied by an equally
rapid acceleration in real estate sales and building construction.

Permit sales had jumped from $1,000,000 in

1902 to $6,500,000 in 1907. By 1910 they had reached
$13,000,000.

Such a city was a prime centre for intensive

financial and land speculation.

It was estimated that

in the 1908-10 period real estate agencies outnumbered
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3
grocery stores by three to one , while the number of trust
companies operating in Vancouver had reached 350.
The Imperial Trust Company was regarded as one of
the most aggressive and rapidly expanding mortgaging
firms to open during this period.

The construction of

a pretentious office building had been the predominant
project of the firm's management since as early as 1907,
when plans for a twelve-storey steel structure touted
4
as "the highest on the West Coast" were revealed.
These
plans were shelved, evidently because of Imperial Trust's
inability to raise the necessary capital during the slight
economic recession of 1907.
In the spring of 1908 the firm revived its project,
and published a revised set of plans for a more lavish
13 storey structure designed by J.S. Helyer, an Englishborn and trained architect who had been practicing in
5
Vancouver for several years.
Stylistically, the building
was a curious potpourri.

To the relatively austere 1907

verions, Helyer had added a pair of classical columns
gracing the main entrance, a rather Sullivanesque subcornice above the tenth floor, and a remarkable Second
Empire curved mansard roof.

Perhaps even more unusual

to unaccustomed Vancouver eyes was the interior layout,
which featured a central core design with a ten-storey
spiral staircase.

The combined result was an Edwardian

skyscraper which aptly reflected the pretentions and naivite
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of a boomtown which was convinced it was on the threshold
of becoming "...the Liverpool of the Pacific,...one of
the municipal wonders of the 20th century".
In a 1908 newspaper ad announcing commencement of
construction, the Imperial Trust Company described at
length the various features of its new building:
The entire steel frame will be encased with
fireproofing and structural concrete, the
columns being faced with terra cotta and brick.
Marble will be used for entrance hall walls
and floors, for all corridor wainscots and
floor borders, for lavatories and door thresholds throughout the building.

Terrazio will

be used for the floors of the ground floor
offices, lavatories, and corridors throughout;
the remaining 260 office floors will be furnished
in trowelled cement covered with heavy
linoleum.

The interior walls and ceilings through-

out the building will be expanded metal on
channel forms plastered solid and finished in cement.
All window openings in the north and west

walls

adjoining other premises will have metal
sashes and frames with wire net polished glass.
Fire hydrants will be on each floor
opposite the elevators.

There will also be

ornamental iron elevator cages, landing grills,
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roof ridges, and stairs throughout, making
the building what it is intended to be, the most
7
modern, fireproof office building in Canada.
The net result was a building so sophisticated and
monumental that no Vancouverite could help but admit that
it would be a visual testimony to their city's arrival
among the ranks of great North American metropoli.—or
so the executives of the Imperial Trust Company wished
to believe.

The ad continued:

Do you not think that such a building
will be a landmark in the city, an
object of pride to every loyal citizen?
Picture post-cards will be sent out
all over the world.

It will be spoken

of by every tourist, written about
by every newspaper, thereby advertising
our city, which, for its size, is the
most prosperous, go-ahead, commercial
city on the Continent.
The appeal to civic pride was motivated by more concrete
factors.

The firm could raise only half the estimated

$600,000 cost of the building through its existing assets.
Rather than seek mortgages for the remainder, the firm
undertook to float an issue of bonds in denominations
of from $100 to $1,000 to raise the remaining $300,000.
The citizens of Vancouver were offered the opportunity

g
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of participating in their city's real estate boom, at
the same time becoming "part owners" of its outstanding
architectural landmark.

Bond purchasers were guaranteed

a minimum 6% annual interest on their investment.
Evidently the firm was confident that the remaining
$300,000 could be quickly raised in this manner, for construction was started at the same time as its bonds were
put on sale in the early summer of 1908. The contract
for erection of the steel superstructure was awarded
to the Dominion Bridge Company and the large skeleton
rapidly assumed shape (see Photo 1, Appendix).

Public

response proved less enthusiastic than anticipated, however,
and the Imperial Trust Company found itself in financial
difficulty.

Construction was temporarily halted while

the firm's directors cast about for a way out of their
dilemma.

The solution turned out to be a hastily arranged

merger with the Dominion Trust Company, which assumed
ownership of the building in late 1908. The name was
changed accordingly and construction resumed.

By 19 June

1909 the steel superstructure had been completed and a
flag was raised triumphantly from its roof to celebrate
the occasion.
The building continued to be beset by misfortune,
however. While on a tour of inspection, its architect
suffered a fall—on his magnificent staircase—and never
fully recovered.

His son Maurice Helyer took over the

firm and supervision of the Dominion Building's construction.11
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The building was completed and opened for occupancy
in March 1910, but the anticipated rush of prospective
tenants failed to materialize.

Its design was noticeably

obsolete by this date; the building's peculiar central
core layout was both inefficient in terms of usable office
space and unattractive in the eyes of prospective tenants,
who flocked instead to more orthodox grid patterned structures
such as the newly opened Winch and Rogers buildings whose
rents were competitive or lower than those of the Dominion
Building12 (see reports 10101001900739, 10101001200470).
The Dominion Trust Company began to run into financial
difficulty three years after the building's opening.
The structure was clearly not paying the dividends its
owners had expected. 13 In addition, a schism had occurred
within the organization, with the more aggressive element
of the executive prevailing.

Company president

W.R. Arnold, with the financial backing of a German count
and long-time Vancouver real estate entrepreneur, Alvo
von Alvensleben (who had put up the bulk of the initial
$300,000 investment in the building), began investing
rashly in a proposed harbour development scheme on Lulu
Island south of Vancouver.

As a result the company seriously

overextended itself and was forced to sell controlling
interest in the Dominion Building to the Dominion Bank
(the name is a coincidence) in an attempt to bail itself
out.

This transaction occurred in 1913. The following
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year the Lulu Island scheme collapsed completely when
von Alvensleben1s German financial backing was blocked
1 O

by the outbreak of World War I.

This spelled financial

disaster for Arnold and the Dominion Trust Company.

The

former committed suicide and the latter was declared bankrupt.

The firm's liquidator declared that "$5,000,000

had vanished into thin air", marking "one of the most
remarkable financial collapses in Canada's history." 14
As a result, the firm's depositors, including those who
had chosen to invest in the Imperial/Dominion Trust Building, that now-tarnished "monument to the entreprise of
Vancouver's citizens," saw their investments vanish.
(The legality of having issued the bonds in the first
place was later questioned during investigation of the
company's records).
Ironically, the building around which this succession
of disasters had occurred eventually fared remarkably
well.

It remained in the hands of the Dominion Bank for

the next 30 years (see Figure 3). In 1943 it was sold
to S.J. Cohen, president of the Army & Navy Department
Stores Limited who initially intended to convert it into
a multi-storied department store at the end of the war.
These plans were never carried out.

The building today

remains under the ownership of the Cohen family (Newton
Investments Limtied), with the Toronto-Dominion Bank as
main floor tenants and upper floors as multiple office
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space.

The original floor plan appears to be essentially

unaltered, a typical upper floor containing 22 individual
offices.

The building remains in excellent condition,

both externally and internally, although long-time occupants
or admirers may lament the passing of the previously handpainted floral ornamentation.

In marked contrast to its

initial years, the building currently boasts full occupancy.
The Dominion Building is remarkable both visually
and historically.

Its physical appearance reflects, as

no other structure with the possible exception of the
Sun Tower, the growing pains of a western Canadian
metropolis in the boom years prior to World War I, a city
whose commercial boosters took pride in noting that the
building was believed to be the tallest structure in the
British Empire at the time of construction, or at the
very least, the highest steel framed building on the west
coast.

Its curious mixture of various stylistic and

structural concepts represents at once the brief transitional
phase between office buildings of the pre-elevator era
and the subsequent reinforced concrete skyscrapers. At
the same time, the turbulent history of its financing
and construction summarizes the entrepreneurial mentality
and spirit of pre-war Vancouver.
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1908, p. 30.

2

Cited in Margaret Ormsby, British Columbia:
(Toronto, 1971), p. 343.

3

Ibid., p. 354.
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"The newest arrival is the Imperial Trust Company,
also of Vancouver, J.M. Weart and A.A. Boak are joint
managers. The ambitious project of this Company
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"Trust and Loan Companies", Westward Hoi Magazine,
September 1907, p. 47.

5

There is little biographical information on Helyer.
He commenced his Vancouver practice in 1906 with
his son Maurice as assistant. Among his other designs
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and the Terminal City Club, 837 W. Hastings.

6
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7

Daily Province, op. cit.
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(interview, P.J. McCarter).
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Poettcker, op. cit., p. 7.
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The Imperial Trust Company anticipated an annual
gross revenue of $90,000 and dividends of from 8%
to 12% to shareholders.
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Daily Province, (Vancouver), 10 December 1914.

15

Daily Province,(Vancouver), 13 November 1943.
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Figure 1: Dominion Building 1908-09. (Vancouver Public
Library No. 5193).
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Figure 2: Dominion Building, 1909-10 (Vancouver Public
Library No. 1251).
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Figure 3: Dominion Building c. 1940 (Vancouver Public
Library No. 5584) .
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404 West Hastings Street

Vancouver

The Royal Bank of Canada first established itself in
Vancouver in 1901, with offices at 500 West Hastings.
About a year afterward, a Vancouver paper noted that developer
Jonathan Rogers had purchased two lots on the southwest
corner of Homer and Hastings at a cost of about $25,000
or $30,000, "on which he was to erect a two-storey building
2
with the ground floor leased to the Royal Bank."
The
Royal Bank developed a substantial business relationship
with Jonathan Rogers; in addition to providing the bank
with a structure at Homer and Hastings, he built branches
3
at Robson and Granville and at Hastings and Main.
Robers1
contracting firm may ahve operated at a small scale, building
only modest structures, for when he built his own massive
Rogers Building on Granville Street (1912) he engaged
Purdy and Henderson as his general contractors.

Interest-

ingly, the owner of the building site when the development
permit was issued was one, E. Rogers , probably Elizabeth
Hughes Rogers, wife of the developer.
The building's arhitects, Dalton and Eveleigh, were
active in Vancouver between 1910 and 1920, designing numerous
residential, commercial and institutional buildings within
the city. W.T. Dalton had been born and educated in England,
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emigrating to Canada in 1881. His career in Vancouver
began in the mid-1890s, following several years in Winnipeg.
His partner was S.M. Eveleigh, also of English birth (1870)
and training.

Dalton and Eveleigh, both as individuals

and in partnership, produced a volume of building designs
equalled by few other firms. The AIBC, for example,
attributes to S.M. Eveleigh more than one hundred residences,
fifty offices and stores, and fifty factories and ware5
houses.
The Royal Bank Building of 1903 was the first of
Vancouver's banks to be built in the "temple" style.
While not as fully developed or as substantial as later
structures in the style, the bank's design left little
doubt that it was a shrine to Commerce.

Earlier major

bak buildings in Vancouver had significant allusions to
High Victorian Gothic.

The Royal bank was the first to

adopt the architectural vocabulary of the new century.
The building was also a sign of the progress and prosperity
enjoyed by the city in 1903. When, in January of 1904,
the Province reviewed the building achievements of the
preceding year, it rejoiced that "it is no exaggeration
to state what, for its size, Vancouver can show more new
buildings erected during the past year than any city on
the Pacific coast and probably in America."
The building is a brick structure, but has dressed
granite facings on the Hastings and Homer facades. Though
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now painted, the building's exterior is substantially
as it was in 1903. A series of engaged Ionic columns
support the Hastings Street entablature, while modest
pilasters are found along the Homer Street facade. Ground
floor windows are square-headed but those of the second
floor are shaped by rounded arches.
Little of the structure's original interior survives.
The main floor banking pavillion has been totally modernized,
much in the same manner as upper floor offices.

It is

only in the stairway to the building's second floor that
1903 detail is substantially preserved:

cast iron newel

posts and railings, terrazzo floor, and red-brown marble
wall facings.

The main floor is in use as a banking branch,

the upper floor as a training centre.
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3

Vancouver City Archives, Alderman Jonathan Rogers
Docet.
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1903.

5
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No. 77, No. 61.

6

Province (Vancouver) 9 January 1904, p. 19.

Additional Sources
Greater Vancouver Illustrated (Vancouver, 1908).
Vancouver City Archives, Building Plan B-644.
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605 West Hastings Street

Vancouver

This four-storey Romanesque building was one of the earliest
large commercial structures erected after the fire of
1886.

Its location, on the corner of West Hastings and

Seymore streets, was considerably outside the central
business section of Cordova and Water streets at the time
of its construction, although the commercial core gradually
shifted to the Hastings - Seymour area.
The building was erected for Dr. John Lefevre , one
of Vancouver's first physicians. It was designed by
2
C O . Wickenden , one of the few highly qualified architects
practicing in the city during its initial years. Wickenden
was born near Rochester, Kent, England in 1851. After
articling with the London firm of Peck & Stephens, he
moved to North America, working first in New York then
moving to St. John, N.B. in 1876. Among his major works
while in that city was the design of buildings on the
campus of Acadia College, Wolfville, N.S. Wickenden moved
to Winnipeg in 1881 where he designed warehouses and stores
for the Hudson's Bay Company, the Winnipeg Court House,
Western Judicial District Court House and Jail, Neepawa
Court House, and Provincial offices, Registry, and Asylum.
He moved to Vancouver in 1888, the year of the Empire
3
(Lefevre) Building's construction.
His best known design
in the city is Christ Church Cathedral, begun in 1888
(10101001800690).
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4
The building's contractor, E. Cook , was also a major
figure in early post-fire Vancouver.

A native of Perth,

Ontario, he arrived in the city in 1886 after spending
six years as a contractor in Manitoba.

He is credited

with the construction of "the Lefevre Block, Wilson Block,
Delbruck Block, Page Building, Abbott Block, Whetham block...
and about thirty more of the principle buildings in the
city" by 1891.5
The building was constructed in 1888

of brick on

a stone foundation with wood beam superstructure.

The

first floor was (and is) occupied by shops. Upper stories
contained offices. A rear addition, added in 1904, was
designed and built by the same individuals as the original
section. Although the stores on the first floor have
been extensively altered (see accompanying photograph
c. 1933) upper floors have had few changes. An interesting
feature is the open cage elevator added in 1904 which,
continued to be operated until recently.

The heating

system (including boiler room) is also original. An
additional feature is the open three-storey skylight and
half-panelled wainscotting on upper halls.
The building is currently managed by the Montreal
Trust Company.

Overall condition of the structure is

poor and demolition is expected within the near future.
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Vancouver City Archives, Photo docket with inscription
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1891 Souvenir Edition, Daily World (Vancouver) ,
1891 p. 22.

3

Ibid.

4

Ibid., p. 23.

5

Ibid.

6

Vancouver City Archives, 1888 Birds' Eye Map of Vancouver.
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Figure 1: Empire building c. 1933, West Hastings Street.
(Vancouver Public Library No. 5583).
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698 West Hastings Street

Vancouver

In December 1908 , the Bank of Commerce opened its new
Vancouver main office on the corner of West Hastings and
Granville Street.

The Vancouver Province announced the

official opening of the city's finest institutional building
in glowing terms:
...the currency and books are again
moved into what is not only the finest
building in Vancouver, but what is
regarded as the finest banking building
on the coast and one of the financial
palaces of the Dominion.

This architectural

gem in stone and steel, suppotrted
by its eight giant columns, pillars
of credit, is a Grecian monetary monument,
not only to one of Canada's most progressive
financial institutions, but to the
stability of Greater Vancouver and
the West.2
The design of the building was one of a series executed
for the Bank of Commerce by the prominent Toronto architectural
firm of Darling and Pearson.

The plans were completed

in 1906 and construction was begun in the same year.
Structural steel for the building was imported from Pittsburg
as no local source was yet in existence. Marble for the
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interior came from France and Italy.

External granite

facing was quarried at Kelly (Granite) Island up the coast.
(This stone was also used on the contemporary Post Office
diagonally across from the bank.)
Upon its opening, the bank's interior attracted as
much attention as its imposing exterior.

The Province

described it as follows:
From the marble floor to the ornamental
ceiling, between its panelled walls
and from its massive bronze doors and
mezzanine floor to the brick, steel,
cement and marble encased vault it
is a veritable revelation.
The two outstanding features are
the mezzanine floor and that amazing
vault... /The mezzanine// bestrides
the handsome entrance, the manager's
office at one end, while it affords
room at the other for the iron and
marble stairway and elevator which
carries you up to the two upper floors
not yet quite completed.
The vault...is burglar-proof,
fireproof, riot-proof, lightening-proof,
cyclone proof, and even proof against
5
the shell of a warship.

4
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The building underwent minor alterations sometime
between its opening and 1945. New suspended lamps were
installed and windows on the rear facade were enclosed.
No other significant changes were made until 1951 when
a major renovation was begun.

The interior was completely

altered between 1951 and 1955. A false ceiling was installed,
original marble wainscotting and counters were removed,
and wall decoration was altered.

The adjacent building

(left side) was demolished and a new high-rise building
erected to serve as regional offices for the bank. New
access openings were made of the left facade of the 1908
structure.

These alterations were completed in 1955 and

an official reopening ceremony occurred in January 1956.
Externally, the bank remains unaltered from its original
appearance.

Internally, however, it contains almost no

original features.
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Endnotes;
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Vancouver City Archives, Building Plan A-51 (signed
and dated).

2

"New Bank Building Will be Opened on Monday," Province
(Vancouver), 19 December 1908, p. 11.

3

Victor Ross, The History of the Bank of Commerce
(Toronto, 1922) , Vol. 2.

4

Province, op. cit.

5
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Ibid.
Interview with Mr. Symonds, Properties div., Canadian
Imperial Bank of Commerce, Vancouver.
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Figure 1: Canadian Bank of Coitmerce, corner of Granville and West Hastings Streets c. 1911 (Courtesy
of Irrperial Bank of Camieroe) .

00

vo

Figure 2: Interior, Bank of Commerce, 1945. Subsequent
renovations have eliminated most original interior
features. (Courtesy Imperial Bank of Commerce).
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701 West Hastings Street

Vancouver

Among the facilities rendered obsolete by Vancouver's
rapid growth during the post-1900 period was its existing
post office, located in a cut stone building on the corner
of Granville and Pender Streets.

In August 1905, the

Federal Government issued a contract for the construction
of a new granite-faced building of unprecedented scale
for the city, to be erected at the corner of Granville
and Hastings.

This imposing structure served as the city's

main post office from its completion in late 1909 until
1958 when it in turn was superceded by larger facilities
on Georgia Street.

It now functions as Postal Station A,

with upper floors housing various governmental offices.
The design for the building was prepared by the Department
of Public Works under the direction of Chief Architect
D. Ewart.

In his annual report for 1906-07, Ewart described

the building as measuring 156 ft. by 120 ft., containing
four floors, a basement and subbasement, and "a clock
tower rising above the corner at the intersection of the
streets".

Walls were of cut granite obtained up the

coast, while the superstructure was constructed of steel
girders and reinforced concrete.

This latter feature

is of particular interest, as it marked the first extensive
use of these materials in the city.

In its original configur-

293
ation, the building contained postal facilities on the ground
floors; second and third storeys contained "nine rooms,
a vault, a lavatory and stairways, while the /uppe£7 floor
/was}7 divided into fifteen rooms, two stairways and a
lavatory room."

Two elevators were also included in the

original design.

Contractors for the building were the

locally-based firm of Kelly brothers and Mitchell Limited.

2

Its completion, apart from the installation of clock and
3
chimes, occurred in 1909 (see Figure 1).
The building has undergone a succession of renovations
and alterations over the years, beginning with the construction of a six-storey annex called the Federal Building
in 1935. Architect for the addition and extensive internal
4
changes was J.W. McCarter.
Further alterations were carried
out in 1959 by Dawson & Hall Limited.

These entailed
rearrangement of office space on the upper floors. 5

Consequently, few original features survive in the building,
notable exceptions being the cast iron staircases, classical
columns in the post office area, and mosaic floors on
the first and third floors, along with the clock mechanism,
spiral staircase and structural features in the tower
section.
Despite these internal changes, the exterior of the
old post office remains essentially unaltered from the
time of its construction.

It comprises, along with the

adjacent Winch Building (10101001900739) and nearby Bank
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of Commerce (10101001900698), a distinctive and visually
impressive sequence of pre-1914 stone institutional buildings
without parallel in the city or for that matter in the
province.

The building is also regarded as a fine example

of early institutional architecture in its own right.
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Canada. Parliament, "Public Works Report" in Sessional
Papers, 1906-07, Vol. 41, no. 7. While the building
was the product of the Department's internal architectural office, it bears similarities to a slightly
earlier design prepared by the Toronto-based firm
of Darling and Pearson for the Winnipeg post-office.

2

Op. cit.; also Greater Vancouver Illustrated. (Vancouver,
1908), p. 60-62. The final cost of the building
was estimated to be $500,000.

3

Canada. Sessional Papers, 1910, (vol. XLIV, no. 10),
"Public Works Report", p. 37.

4

Vancouver City Archives, Building plan No. A-191.

5

Vancouver City Archives, "Vancouver Post Office Docket,"
newspaper clipping, 15 July 1959.

6

B. Humphreys and M. Sykes, The Buildings of Canada:
A Guide to Pre-20th Century Styles in Houses, Churches
and other structures, (Montreal, 1974), p. 10.
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Figure 1: Vancouver Post Office under construction c. 1908-09.
(Vancouver Public Library No. 5371).
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739 West Hastings Street

Vancouver

The Winch Building, commissioned in 1908 and completed
the following year, was touted as "one of the most perfectly
equipped and arranged office fuildings in the Dominion"
upon its opening.

The structure was owned and named

after R.V. Winch, a Vancouver-based entrepreneur whose
firm (F.V. Winch & Co.) was engaged in such diverse activities
as shipping, insurance, real estate and consulate representation for Norway and Sweden. Winch's fortune had
intially been amassed through a succession of salmon
2
canneries which he had opened during the 1890s.
The building was designed by Thomas Hooper, a prominent
English-born architect who conducted a flourishing practice
in both Vancouver and Victoria between 1886 and 1915.
A number of his structures survive in both cities. Notable
examples are:

the Centennial United Church (ph. 2),

E.A. Morris Tabacco Shop (ph. 2) and Five Sisters in Vancouver.
The Winch Building was one of his latest, and certainly
his most elaborate commercial structure.

(Hooper closed

both his B.C. practices in 1915 and moved to New York
where he worked until 1927) .
At the time of the Winch Building's completion,
Hooper advertised "steel constructed buildings my specialty".
At the time of its construction the Winch Building was

3
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considered as the latest word in structural design.

4

In fact it was likely the second reinforced concrete building
to be erected in Vancouver, closely following the adjacent
Post Office (see Phase 2 report).

Measuring 120 ft. by

104 ft. in size, the six-storey building featured 312
steel grillage beams, granite piers and reinforced concrete
floors.

It contained 130 offices and two Otis Fensom

elevators.
Major interior features included:

(basement) entrances

faced with Doulton tile, 15 offices, a safety deposit
vault with an adjacent "elaborately decorated" writing
room; (first floor) plaster vaulted entrance hall with
mosaic floors and marble wall trim, a domed ceiling in
the main office.
Subcontractors were as follows: vaults—Ahern Safe
Co. (Montreal); interior woodwork—Stewart & Co. (Guelph,
Ont.); cut granite—Yorke & Co. (Vancouver); tiling, marble
5
and ornamental iron work—W.N. O'Neil (Vancouver).
Office space was initially occupied by various commercial
firms, with the main domed office serving as the headquarters
of R.V. Winch & Co.

During the 1920s an increasing number

of the offices were rented as federal government facilities.
The building was eventually purchased by the Federal Goverment and was turned over entirely to departmental facilities
in 1928. The first floor was converted into a Postal
Parcels Division of the Customs Department at this time.
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The first major interior alterations to the building
were made in 1939 in conjunction with the renovations
to the Post Office building and construction of the new
Federal Building.

At this time the domed ceiling in the

main first floor office was removed and additional second
floor office space installed in its place.

Second and

third floor office partitions were also altered, while
passages were cut through to the post office.
7
was installed over the existing hardwood.

Tile floor

The building has undergone a succession of subsequent
interior alterations.

The vaulted main lobby, staircases,

some hall, and decorative trim (pillars and some ceiling
detail) remain intact.

Access to the basement vault area

was not permitted so interior details in that area are
not known.
A photograph taken in 1909 (see Figure 1) shows the
building under construction.

The completed structure

remains unchanged externally, and forms an impressive
sequence with the post office building.
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