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Abstract 

This report deals with the metal artifacts from Fort 

Gaspareaux, a fort first occupied by the French from 

1751-1755, and then by the British from 1755-1756. In 1756 

the British razed the fort. The artifacts have been grouped 

into six sections: domestic hardware, building hardware, 

tools, ordnance, miscellaneous identified, and miscellaneous 

unidentified and unidentifiable. The artifacts have been 

described in a descriptive inventory format, and where 

possible, dated according to references available, and 

information taken from the archaeological contexts. The 

metal artifact collection is small and fragmented and does 

not provide information about the activities and daily life 

in a frontier fort, beyond the most simplistic of 

inferences. There are artifacts relating to both 18th 

century occupations of the fort, as well as ones which 

relate to activities taking place in the 19th and 20th 

centuries. 



Introduction 

This paper is a descriptive inventory of the metal artifacts 

from Fort Gaspareaux, excluding the category of buttons 

(undertaken by another analyst). The artifacts reveal 

associations with both the French and the British 

occupations in the 18th century, as well as varied 

activities in the 19th and 20th centuries. On the whole, 

the collection of metal artifacts from Fort Gaspareaux is 

small and fragmented. The study does not augment the 

already known information about the activities and daily 

life at a frontier fort, beyond the most elementary of 

inferences. 

Fort Gaspareaux was excavated in 1966, by Parks Canada, 

under Iain Walker, Archaeologist. 
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Historical Background 

Fort Gaspareaux was built by the French in 1751, as one of a 

string of outposts used for their defense of Northern 

Acadia. It was located at the northern side of Baie Verte 

at the mouth of the Gaspereau River, and near the town of 

Port Elgin. The fort was partially surrounded by water on 

three sides, and by a forest on the fourth. When Fort 

Beausëjour was built by the French, Baie Verte became a 

vital port of entry for supplies arriving from Canada and 

Louisbourg. After the fall of Fort Beausëjour in 1755, Fort 

Gaspareaux was peacefully surrendered. It was renamed Fort 

Monckton, and became one of the centres for English action 

against the Acadians throughout the next year. In 

September, 1756, the English decided that the fort was of 

little or no importance and by November Fort Gaspareaux had 

been burned (Ingram 1963). 

The number of men stationed at the fort was never very 

large: 15 in 1751, 17 in 1752 and 20 in 1755. After the 

British takeover, the number was about 200. This number may 

have been reduced in later months but was probably always 

greater than the number of French there in previous years 

(Ingram 1963) . 
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A short summary of the structures follows (see Appendix 

V): 

The fort was of wood construction with a bastion at 

each corner. The curtain consisted of two rows of wooden 

pickets placed back to back and in 1755 a platform was built 

behind the pickets to facilitate firing through the 

loopholes (Ingram 1963). 

The Guarde Magazin existed in 1751 and in 1756 the 

English have what seems to be the same building listed as 

the Officers' Quarters. 

The Magazin des Vivres seems to have remained unchanged 

during the fort's existence. It is described, like most of 

the construction of the fort, as being simple (Ingram 

1963). 

The Commandant's Quarters existed in the same place 

during the entire period of the existence of the fort. 

There is no indication that the French or the English 

built a Barracks. 

The Powder Magazine was built in 1751 and remained 

unchanged until 1756. The "new" Powder Magazine was under 

construction by the French in 1755. There is no 

documentation to indicate the fate of the building under the 

British. 

The Guard Room was probably constructed, or at least 

finished, by the English (Ingram 1963). 

The Bakehouse was listed as finished in 1755 and is 

therefore of French construction (Ingram 1963). 
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Domestic Hardware 

This section on Domestic Hardware includes the following 

artifact groups: Cutlery: knives, clasp-knives, forks and 

scissors; Containers: cast iron bellied pots, iron sheeting 

containers, and bails; Buckles: shoe, knee and belt; 

Crusies; and Coins. 

Cutlery 

The collection of cutlery from the site is small and 

fragmented. There are thirteen pieces in the entire 

collection. None of the descriptions of the characteristics 

are complete enough to necessitate groupings, such as the 

use of "categories" implies (Wade n.d.). Each item has 

therefore been described individually, and in order of 

provenience. Explanations of cutlery terminology may be 

found by referring to Figs. 25-30. 

Knives 

1. (Fig. la) This fragment has a cutting edge and a 

straight (plan view), flat (cross-section) back. It could 

be a knife blade or a straight razor blade, it being too 
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fragmentary to determine. The maximum width of the blade is 

1.6 cm, and the maximum length is 9 cm. It comes from the 

S.W. Blockhouse in a layer associated with the occupation of 

the fort. 

The next four knife blade fragments are all from the 

area of the Commandant's Quarters in a layer associated with 

the occupation of the fort. It is disappointing that these 

items are so badly fragmented, because the contexts from 

which they come appear to be uncontaminated (Coleman 

66-67: 1968); it was hoped that good contexts would shed 

some light on the dating of some of the artifacts. 

2. (Fig. lb) This is a possible knife blade fragment 

which has a straight (plan view), flat (cross-section) back. 

The blade edge and point are indeterminate. It has a slight 

choil and a flat tang, without a bolster. The blade 

measures 2.4 cm at its maximum width, and 17.7 cm as its 

maximum length. 

3. (Fig. 1c) This knife blade fragment has a straight, 

flat back, and a blade shape formed by the sides tapering to 

a probable sharp point. It has a flat tang with the 

evidence of one rivet hole for securing the scales, which 

are now missing. The tang flares outward from the blade 

end. It has a sloping choil and no bolster. The blade is 

approximately 15.6 cm in length and 1.9 cm at its maximum 

width. 

5 



4. (Fig. Id) This is a possible knife blade fragment 

from the same context as the one above. The blade back is 

straight and flat and the cutting edge is sharp. The point 

is square or blunt. The handle end is missing; no further 

characteristics are apparent. The maximum length of the 

blade is 10.5 cm, and the maximum width is 1.9 cm. 

5. (Fig. le) This appears to be a flat tanged fragment 

of a knife blade. There are no visible characteristics 

beyond saying it appears to have a straight, flat blade 

back, with a flat tang. The rivet is still in evidence on 

both sides of the tang, although there are no scales 

remaining. It seems to have a choil and a short segment of 

the blade edge (.7 cm only). 

No attempt has been made to compare these knife blades 

to those from other sites of the same period because of 

their very fragmented nature. 

Clasp-knives 

1. (Fig. 2) There are two French clasp-knife blades from the 

site. One is a complete blade but without a handle; 

(Fig. 2b) the other is a blade fragment only. (Fig. 2a) A 

French clasp-knife is a single-bladed knife type in which 

the blade is held in place, when extended, by a protruding 

double lug on the back of the pivot end, acting as a stop; 

when complete it has a wooden handle. The designation as 

"French" is derived from the fact that some of the blades 
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which have been found are marked with French names (Harris 

et al. 1965: 348, 9). The item, which is a blade fragment 

only, has the characteristics of the lug, the long heel and 

the pin hole, typical of French clasp-knives. It measures a 

maximum 5.6 cm in length (including the lug) and has a 

maximum width of 1.9 cm. The complete blade has a 

Wharncliffe point, a lug and a rivet pin, 2.1 cm long, which 

appears on the blade mark side only. It is large compared 

with the clasp-knife fragment described above. The blade is 

13.5 cm long from point tip to lug, and a maximum of 2.7 cm 

in width. There is a mark on the blade which appears to be 

circles arranged in a U-shape (Fig. 3). Both these items 

come from the Commandant's Quarters in a layer associated 

with the occupation of the fort. They are found under the 

burnt layer caused by the destruction of the fort by fire in 

1756, so presumably, they must pre-date 1756. French 

clasp-knives similar to these were found at the Roma site 

(Wade in press) and at Fort Beauséjour (Priess and Wade 

n.d.); however, none were found at the British fort at 

Coteau-du-Lac (Wade n.d.). 

2. (Fig. 2c) This clasp-knife consists of a fragmented 

handle (covering) and a blade, folded into the handle. The 

handle appears to have straight parallel sides. It measures 

5.7 cm long in its fragmented state, and has a maximum width 

of 1.4 cm. The features of the blade are indistinguishable 

due to the fact that it is in a permanently closed position 
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in the handle, and is in a badly deteriorated state. This 

clasp-knife comes from the area of the Commandant's Quarters 

in a layer associated with the occupation of the fort. 

3. (Fig. 2d) This clasp-knife has a downturned 

pistol-grip shape. The covering on the handle is entirely 

missing; four rivet pins on each side remain. The blade 

shape is unknown as it is fragmented, in an extended 

position; only 2 cm of its length remains. The single 

bolster is small: 1.1 cm in width and .9 cm in length. The 

total length of the handle is 7.1 cm. This clasp-knife 

comes from the same context as the one described above. 

4. (Fig. 2e) This is a long clasp-knife measuring 19.4 

cm. It has a downturned handle of which the covering is now 

missing. The bolster is more than one-third the length of 

the whole handle; it is 4.4 cm long and 1.8 cm wide. The 

whole handle measures 11.3 cm. The blade is incomplete but 

seems to have had originally, a bulbous rounded point with 

a slight hump on the blade back. The blade is 8.3 cm long, 

although the point is incomplete. It comes from the same 

context as the two previously described ones. This knife 

type was not found at the Roma site nor at the fort at 

Coteau-du-Lac. It does, however, occur at Fort Beauséjour 

in more than one instance (Priess and Wade n.d.). Peterson 

(1958: 131, Fig. 162) describes it as an 18th-century 

British Knife. 
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Forks 

There are three forks in the cutlery collection. One is an 

all-metal fork; one is a rat-tail tanged fork of which the 

number of the tines is unknown, but probably was originally 

two; and one is a flat-tanged, two-tined fork. They are all 

made of iron. 

1. (Fig. 4a) This fork is an almost complete all-metal 

four-tined fork, (only one of the four tines seems to be 

complete). It has a large spatulate upturned stem-end, 

which is thick (.6 cm) and rectangular/square in 

cross-section. The fork bowl is 2.6 cm at its maximum 

width; the whole fork measures 19 cm in length. This fork 

comes from the area of the S.W. Blockhouse in a layer 

associated with the occupation of the fort. It comes from a 

layer below the burnt layer caused by the destruction of the 

fort by fire in 1756, so presumably, it pre-dates 1756. 

Howard says four-tined forks are first made about 1726, and 

by 1750 have superceded the three-tined type (Howard 

1903: 80). It is assumed when he speaks of four-tined 

forks, he means all-metal forks. If the context is 

uncontaminated, it is worthy of note that these four-tined 

all-metal forks are in existence in North America by the 

mid-18th century. 

2. (Fig. 4c_) This is a rat-tail tanged fork, possibly 

two-tined. It has a baluster-shaped shank, becoming thicker 

to form the bolster. It is a fragment, 7 cm long. It comes 

from the S.W. Blockhouse in the turf layer. 
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3. (Fig. 4b) This is an early flat-tanged two-tined 

fork. It is without a shoulder, a feature which appears on 

forks ca. 1740. The shank is baluster-shaped, becoming 

wider to form the bolster. The two tines and the tang are 

incomplete; the scales are completely missing. There is one 

rivet pin remaining in the tang; the rivet pin being the 

means by which the scales would have been attached. The 

maximum length of this fragment is approximately 11 cm. 

This fork comes from the area of the Commandant's Quarters 

in a layer associated with the occupation of the fort. It 

was found in a layer sealed by the destruction of the fort 

by fire, thus substantiating the date of the fork as 

pre-1756. 

Scissors 

1. (Fig. 5) There is a part of a pair of scissors, 

consisting of the joint, the shank and part of the loop. 

The shank is straight, and probably diamond-shaped in 

cross-section. Only a few millimetres on each side of the 

loop-shank join remain. The total length of the fragment is 

5.5 cm from the loop to the joint. Because the 

characteristics of these scissors are mainly lacking due to 

fragmentation, no dating is possible. They come from the 

area of the S.E. Blockhouse/British Officers' Quarters in a 

layer associated with the occupation and construction of the 

fort. 
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Containers 

Cast Iron Bellied Pots 

The type of pot represented in the artifacts from this site 

is basically one shape: the bellied pot. The bellied pot 

has a convex body, a straight, outsloping rim, and a 

shoulder. It may be ornamented with ridges on the rim and 

body. 

There are at least three separate pots represented by 7 

fragments: 4 body fragments, 2 shoulder/body fragments, and 

1 rim/shoulder/body fragment. Two fragments from the 

S.W. Blockhouse crossmend. 

Five fragments come from the S.W. Blockhouse in the 

turf layer. One fragment comes from the N.E. Blockhouse in 

an occupation layer which was sealed by the destruction of 

the fort by fire in 1756. One relatively large fragment 

comes from the area of the Commandant's Quarters in an 

occupation and construction layer, also sealed by 

destruction. 

None of the cast iron bellied pots are whole enough to 

warrant photography; however, a photograph of a typical pot 

has been included in the illustrations for this report 

(Fig. 6). This particular pot comes from the Fort 

Beauséjour site in Nova Scotia. 
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Iron Sheeting Containers 

There are 5 fragments of a container made of iron sheeting. 

It is a circular or curved wall container with one flanged 

end. One of the fragments shows the remains of a vertical 

edge with two pinched holes; this could be a vertical seam 

but the purpose of the holes is not apparent. This 

container comes from the S.W. Blockhouse in the turf layer. 

Another container made of iron sheeting consists of 4 

fragments. It has a crimped side seam and a possible 

crimped end seam. These fragments could be part of a "tin" 

can. The use of crimping for the seams indicates a 20th 

century date for this object. Another fragment, of an 

indeterminate construction, may also be from the same 

container. This container comes from the area of the 

Commandant's Quarters, the turf layer. 

There are a total of 7 fragments from two proveniences 

which are from iron sheeting containers that have a crimped 

end seam. These fragments are part of "tin" cans in which 

the ends have been cut out. The end seam has then been cut 

from the rest of the can. Presumably, the seam has also 

been removed and the remainder of the metal used for some 

other purpose. The seven fragments may represent more than 

one container. The crimped seams indicate a 20th century 

date for the containers. All the fragments come from the 

area of the Commandant's Quarters and occur in the turf 

layer. 
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There is one container (made up of 3 fragments) of iron 

sheeting construction, which is rectangular with rounded 

ends. It is straight-sided with crimped side and bottom 

seams. It has a slip-on lid, hinged along one side. There 

are slight traces of red paint. It comes from the area of 

the Commandant's Quarters in a layer associated with the 

turf, with the possibility of some disturbance. 

There are 5 fragments of a copper/brass container, 

three of which have a small lip, suggesting the rim of the 

container. The fragments are small, not very suggestive of 

original shape. The container fragments come from the area 

of the Commandant's Quarters in a layer associated with the 

occupation of the fort, sealed by destruction by fire in 

1756 when the English razed the fort to the ground. 

(Fig. 7b) There is one copper/brass kettle lug in the 

container collection. The lug consists of a double 

thickness of sheeting (folded from a single thickness) with 

the sheeting of the kettle side sandwiched between the two. 

The rim of the kettle is rolled and the lug is bent to 

follow the contours. The rim may originally have been 

reinforced with a circular wire or rod but there is no 

evidence for this. The lug is attached to the kettle with 

two copper/brass rivets. The lug is approximately square, 

with the upper edges folded over. The hole for the bail has 

been made by punching; it consists of ragged edges which 

are folded over. It comes from the area of the 

N.E. Blockhouse in the turf layer. 
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Bails 

Bails are the handles hooked at each end which are attached 

to pots in order for them to be carried or hung in front of 

the fire. 

There are two bails from the site which are made of 

wrought iron. One is the shape of a rounded arch in plan 

view. The hook at the complete end is formed by folding the 

iron upward in the same plane as the arch. In cross-section 

it tapers in size toward the hook end. The central portion 

of the arch is bent into a smaller rounded arch, the purpose 

of which would have been to keep the container unit hanging 

in a horizontal position. The presence of the central hump 

suggests it was used as a cooking container, suspended in 

front of an open fire. This bail comes from the 

S.W. Blockhouse in a layer relating to the occupation of the 

fort. The layer was sealed by the destruction of the fort 

by fire in 1756. 

(Fig. 7a) The other bail fragment comes from the area 

of the same building in a layer of the same description as 

the one above. It is made of wrougth iron and is curved, 

with the end bent into a hook in the same plane as the 

bail. 

Buckles 

There are three kinds of buckles found at the site: shoe 

buckles, knee buckles and belt buckle. The main difference 
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between the first two is the size, the knee buckles being 

smaller. The belt buckle, however, has a different design 

and is described in the appropriate place below. 

The shoe and knee buckles consist of five main 

pieces: the frame, with two sides and a top and bottom; an 

upper forked tongue; a lower forked tongue- a pin and two 

pin terminals. They are often curved, to fit the contour of 

the shoe across the arch. 

Shoe and knee buckles are generally a phenomenon of the 

18th century, being introduced before the Revolution of 1689 

and going out of fashion after the French Revolution, 1793. 

Buckles are rarely found in American archaeological contexts 

dating after 1815 (Abbitt 1973: 25-31). 

Early 18th century buckles are small and usually square 

or oblong. After 1730, they become more ornate. In the 

1750s the most fashionable buckles are square and from 1760 

to 1775 the most fashionable are square, oblong and oval. 

An average man's buckle is 2 - 2-1/2 inches from side to 

side, a woman's being slightly smaller. After ca. 1775, 

buckles become exceptionally large, the extreme of which is 

known as the Artois buckle (Abbitt 1973: 25-31). 

Pin terminals which are attached to the buckle through 

the whole thickness of the metal date to ca. 1760. These 

are the type which are represented in the collection from 

Fort Gaspareaux. The other type, dating from ca. 1790, have 

the pin terminal attached through a thin piece of raised 

metal on the outside circumference of the buckle side. 



16 

Buckles can be made from such materials as gold, 

silver, copper, brass, pinchback, pewter and iron. The ones 

in this collection are of copper/brass; none are of iron. 

One lower forked tongue is of iron, however. The relief 

decoration found on buckles is made as part of the cast for 

the whole buckle; the incised decoration, however, is added 

after the object has been cast (Abbitt 1973: 25-31). 

The typology used by Grimm (1970: 56-60) has not been 

applied here because the collection is rather small. 

Categories have not been employed either, rather the 

artifacts have been individually described in numbered 

paragraphs. The collection includes shoe buckles of which 

four have right-angle corners, one has round corners; there 

is also one lower forked tongue. There are three knee 

buckles, one with rounded corners, and two with right-angle 

corners. There is one belt buckle. 

Shoe Buckles 

1. (Fig. 8d) This is a buckle consisting of less than half 

of the frame. It has a right-angle corner, with a straight 

side; the top (or bottom) is slightly concave/convex to fit 

over the arch of the foot. There is no pin or pin terminal 

apparent. This fragment could be an almost complete side as 

it appears to be changing direction at the point where it is 

broken. It is approximately 4.5 cm long and 2.2 cm wide 

(both measurements are of incomplete features). The design 
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on the buckle face consists of notching and grooving, with a 

groove in the corner. This item comes from the area of the 

N.E. Blockhouse in an uncontaminated, sealed layer, 

associated with the occupation of the fort. 

2. (Fig. 8c_) This buckle represents less than half of 

the original frame size. It has a right-angle corner, with 

a straight side and a slight curve for the arch of the foot. 

No pin or pin terminal is present. There is no indication 

of original size; one side measures 3.2 cm and the other, 

1.9 cm. The design consists of notching and grooving with a 

cross-hatch design in the corner. It comes from the area of 

the S.W. Bastion in a layer associated with turf and 

occupation. 

3. (Fig. 8b) This buckle also represents less than half 

of the original. It has a right-angle corner, probable 

straight sides, with a concave/convex shape to the top and 

pointed corners. The pin terminal shape dates to 1760. One 

side is 4.1 cm, but would have been ca. 4.6 cm when 

complete; the other side is incomplete and measures 1.2 cm. 

The decoration is one of multiple volutes. This buckle 

comes from the area of the Commandant's Quarters in an 

uncontaminated, sealed layer, relating to the occupation of 

the fort. 

4. (Fig. 8c) More than half of this buckle is now 

missing. It has a right-angle corner, concave/convex top, 

and the ca. 1760 pin terminal. It measures 4 cm wide, but 


