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enterprise in Edmonton, but most works of this nature closed down with 

the outbreak of war, and the company ceased operations, The lime was 

dumped beside the siding and the box-car taken away empty, A car­

load of lime can still be seen at the edge of a small pond at the 

western edge of Disaster Point. A story has grown up that this lime 

represents "the first and last load" the company produced, but in fact 

the railway shipped several loads of lime out of the park before the 

company closed down.36 As soon as the war broke out, Needham immedi­

ately volunteered for the British forces, and went to England where he 

stayed the rest of his life. During the war the tracks east of 

Pocahontas were lifted, and thus the lime would have had to be shipped 

west to Jasper and then east again if the operation were to continue. 

Whether for this reason, or Needham's continued absence, the lime plant 

never re-opened. 37 

At about the same time that Needham and Brown staked their claim, 

another company, the Hydraulic Lime and Quarries Ltd., also took out 

eight quarrying leases in the park. These claims were later sold to 

the Edmonton Portland Cement Company. This latter company had started 

working a bed of marle about one hundred miles east of the park in 

1921 or so. Marle had not proved a success, and they wanted to change 

their operation to limestone. In order to do that they bought up the 

leases to a limestone quarrying area about four miles east of the 

town of Jasper along the right-of-way of the Grand Trunk Pacific rail­

way. By 1916 the company was on the site, ready to construct a rock 

crusher and buildings for their management and workmen, They proposed 

the construction of a railway spur at this locale, in order to haul 

the material to their plant at Marlboro, The company planned to take 

the rock from a face within several hundred feet of their crushing 

building. They intended to use powder or dynamite to blast the face, 

and then transport the rock to the crusher in small cars running on 

light railway tracks and hauled by horses, The rock would then be 

hauled into the plant by a hoist, using power from their own power 

plant, They also built an engineers' quarters on the site, which in 

1917 was being used as a boarding house since the number of men at the 
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operation was not large. 38 Later there were a dining room, cookhouse 

and sleeping quarters for the men. In its heyday, forty box-car loads 

per week of rock were sent to Marlboro, but the plant closed down in 

1929. The reason for this is unclear, but it may have been due to the 

new National Parks Act which was about to be passed and would prohibit 

quarrying operations in a national park. 39 

Originally the company seems to have had very good relations with 

the park administration. The Acting Superintendent in 1916 described 

the plant at Marlboro as being "a model in its way" and referred to 

the proposed plant in Jasper as "a worthy project, 1140 Later he 

visited the site and pointed out to them that any excavation had to be 

as unobtrusive as possible. He suggested that they should make an 

entrance and secure the bulk of their rock from behind, leaving the 

face of the rock as intact as possible. Presumably the company fell 

in with his suggestions, for he reported to the Commissioner that 

" I think we have safeguarded that feature on the lines I pointed 

out to them. 1141 After Colonel Rogers returned as superintendent again, 

however, the Edmonton Cement Company came in for a good deal more 

criticism. In 1923 he wrote to them as follows: 

Please inform me when you propose covering your unsightly 

Rock Crushing Plant with suitable metallic or other fire 

proof material, as the appearance of this building alongside 

the main transcontinental railway is far from reflecting 

credit upon your company or this Park. In addition you have 

three or four temporary stable and other shacks most un­

sightly in appearance scattered immediately south of your 

crushing plant. , .42 

After being pressed for two years, the company finally promised to 

clean up their plant, but it is unclear whether they ever did so. Two 

years after the plant was closed their foreman's house burnt down, and 

two years later their large boarding house was also completely 

destroyed by fire, The Park Superintendent attributed the cause of 

this fire to "bohunks sheltering in the building from the very severe 

storm. 11 43 In any case, the fire seems to have removed an unsightly 
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feature from the park. 

Lumbering 

Lumbering was never very extensive in the Jasper area, but around the 

time of the First World War several timber leases were surveyed in the 

Whirlpool River Valley. At least one person who acquired the leases 

to cut timber here was a Mr. A. McNeice Austin, who was a big operator 

of pulp mills in northern Ontario. Then a man called James Gibson, a 

Toronto businessman, took over Austin's concession, paying him a 

royalty called "stumpage" on the timber which was finally cut, Gibson 

in turn contracted out the operation on a piecemeal basis, and the 

Otto brothers, among others, took on this work. Gibson then obtained 

a large contract from the railway to make railroad ties out of the 

lodge pine that was cut. Cutting started there about 1919, 44 

All the supplies and tools for the camps had to be packed into 

the area on pack horses until the river froze solid enough for teams 

and wagons. Trails were cut into the bush, and bunkhouses erected. 

One man recalls there were about fifty or sixty men in the camp. 45 A 

portable sawmill and a steamboiler were hauled up the river, and the 

timber was cut and hauled to the mill to be cut into ties. Some of 

the timber higher up was cut and shot down chutes to be hauled to the 

sawmill. The ties were then stacked on the banks of the Whirlpool 

during the winter, ready to be shoved in the water when the ice broke 

in the spring and then driven down the Athabasca for delivery to the 

railway. 46 As soon as the water was high enough the ties were put 

into the water, with a crew working along the banks directing their 

progress and making sure that they did not get caught in the eddies 

and wash up on the banks. Lower down a boom was put across the 

Athabasca River to gather these ties in. 47 The first year the boom 

was stretched across the Athabasca just before the entrance to Jasper 

Lake. Apparently the foreman in charge of this operation miscalculated 

the extent of the spring floods, and the force of the current broke 

through the boom, with the result that the entire winter's production 
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48 
was lost and floated away to the Arctic. After that loss the site 

of the boom was moved, and the whole set-up improved. Piers were 

built into the river and the booms made out of bridge timbers, about 

18 inches x 8 inches, which had originally been used in trestles 

along the railway grade. 

After the ties were caught in the boom, they were lifted out of 

the water by a "jack-ladder." This was a type of conveyor belt, built 

out of two chains with erect spikes which would catch and hold the 

ties. One end was anchored below the water, and the ties were guided 

onto the ladder with pike poles~long poles of about 15 feet with a 

spike and hook at the end. The ladder then elevated the ties out of 

the water and up the slope to where they were loaded on a wagon and 

hauled by teams of horses over to the Henry House siding. From there 

they were loaded onto railroad cars. The leases for the lumbering con­

cessions in Jasper expired in 1924 or 1925 and were not renewed, since 

by that time lumbering was no longer allowed in national parks, 49 

Park Policy 

It was stated in the introduction to this chapter that national park 

policy was in the early years characterized by the concept of "use" 

and "benefit." Janet Foster, in a book entitled Working for Wildlife, 

has discussed the growth of a conservation movement in Canada during 

the early years of this century. She describes clearly the difference 

between the ideas of "conservation" and "preservation" at the beginning 

of the twentieth century. The former idea concerned the management of 

natural resources, including flora and fauna, so that they could con­

tinue to reap economic benefits for the government of Canada. This 

idea was behind the formation of our first national parks, and con­

stituted the basis for their management. Thus connnercial logging, for 

example, could be allowed in a national park, particularly if the 

forest were managed to produce even more trees later, Even as far as 

wild game was concerned, certain early conservationists advocated 

controlled hunting in the parks, and saw the need to destroy "bad" 
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animals~those that preyed on others~in order to encourage the 

multiplication of other "good" ·species, SO The idea of preserving 

parks in their natural state grew much more slowly, since it was not 

widely felt that natural wilderness areas were part of the wealth of 

Canada, Thus, even after the establishment of our first national 

parks, there was a great deal of controversy over how they were to be 

managed, The conflicts are very evident in most correspondence deal­

ing with the administration of Jasper National Park in the first two 

decades of its existence, 

It has already been described how Banff (Rocky Mountains Nationai 

Park) was established in order to prevent the hot sulphur springs, 

which were believed to have great commercial possibilities, from 

falling into the hands of private exploiters. But from the start, 

Canadian politicians had no intention of preventing commercial develop­

ment of the springs, Their intention was to have the parks as assets 

which would provide revenue to the government, and commercial develop­

ment of the parks' resources was encouraged, 51 Early in the twentieth 

century Canadian politicians became aware that the natural resources 

of the parks could not be exploited indefinitely, and Laurier's Liberal 

government did go so far as to establish the "Commission of Conserva-­

tion" in 1909. The Commission was intended to be an autonomous non­

partisan body that would explore the conservation of natural resources 

in Canada, and Clifford Sifton, former Minister of the Interior, was 

chosen as chairman. In his opening remarks to the Commission he stated 

his own views on natural resources, which seemed to mirror those of the 

other members as well as the politicians who has appointed them: 

If we stand in the way of development, our efforts will 

assuredly be of no avail either to stop development or 

promote conservation. It will not however, be hard to show 

that the best and most highly economic development and 

exploitation in the interests of the people can only take 

place by having regards to the principles of conservation, 52 

Certainly the politicians could not be looked to for leadership in the 

struggle for preservation, But even in 1910, when Sifton made these 
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remarks, a handful of civil servants working with parks and dedicated 

to the ideals of preservation had begun their work to change the 

definition of a national park. 

Howard Douglas, first as Superintendent of Rocky Mountains Park 

and later as Commissioner of Canada's Dominion Parks, had, by the time 

he left office in 1912: 

• • • established the policy of wildlife preservation 

throughout the dominion parks and • • • made government 

aware of the vital importance of continual protection, 

. . . He understood that economic arguments alone would 

justify increased park appropriations and greater wildlife 

protective measures, and he persuaded the government to 

embark on a course of park wildlife protection by demon­

strating that the result would be increased tourist 

revenue. 53 

Douglas had not only convinced others of the need for protection of 

game, however, but also of the need to carefully control commercial 

activities and resource development. In 1911, when the administration 

of the national parks was reorganized, Frank Oliver, the Minister of 

the Interior stated in the House: 

It may as well be understood from the beginning that it is 

not proposed that these parts of reserves set apart for 

purposes of recreation shall be primarily places of busi­

ness. There will be no business there except such as is 

absolutely necessary for the recreation of the people. 54 

Park regulations would " . . look to the enjoyment by the people of 

the natural advantages and beauties of these particular sections of 

the reserves, 1155 Oliver then appointed his Private Secretary James 

Harkin, a former journalist, as Dominion Parks Commissioner in 1911, 

Though Harkin apparently had no relevant experience for the job, he 

did have a deep respect for untouched wilderness areas, comparing them 

to priceless works of art. He was firmly opposed to the sale of park 

lands for commercial purposes, and to anything else which would impair 

their natural beauty, 
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Although Harkin had an almost mystical belief in the value of 

preserving the wilderness, he was also a man with a keen appreciation 

of politics and the pressures which politicians bear. He was "as 

aware of the commercial importance of national parks as Howard Douglas 

had been before him and he also knew that only the parks' proven com­

mercial success would ensure a continuous flow of appropriations from 

Parliament. 1156 Thus he was continually at pains to balance the need 

for development with the need for preservation. Much of his corre­

spondence touching on this conflict in Jasper was over the granting of 

coal leases within the park boundaries, 

While Harkin, as a civil servant in Ottawa, could not help but be 

aware of political pressure, the superintendents and wardens living in 

Jasper Park were far removed from those considerations. They, too, 

were men who believed in the value of preserving natural wilderness 

areas, Ominous signs of the almost continuous disagreements which 

would arise over the years started from the moment a permanent staff 

was appointed to the park. In 1914 an application for a coal lease 

was received for a northern area only recently added to the park. The 

superintendent recommended that the lease should not be granted, since 

it was in a splendid game area, or that if it were, a special warden 

should be appointed to protect it. Despite this advice, Harkin 

ordered that the lease be granted in the usual way, 57 

In 1918, a warden was sent to inspect another area for which there 

were two applications for a coal lease, He reported that "the ground 

is covered with valuable timber and I rather think it more for timber 

than coal that both parties are after this ground, 11 58 The superin­

tendent also wrote to Harkin that 

As to the desirability of throwing this area open for mining 

purposes you are no doubt aware that a coal mine does not 

improve the scenic beauties of any area where located, In 

regard to game protection a coal camp is one of the hardest 

districts there is to protect game in the vicinity of 

[since] the coal miner poaches if he gets the chance, 
• • • 

The 

foothills here where the coal is deposited is a breeding 
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ground for sheep and deer,59 

He added later that the area in question was the best moose breeding 

country in the district and the timber was excellent. In view of 

those considerations, and the fact that there was at the time a great 

shortage of labour and the mines already in operation could not 

produce their full output, he recommended very forcefully that the new 

applications be turned down. Harkin replied that these considerations 

were not good enough to satisfy the public in refusing these applica­

tions, and that the game consideration was not of "sufficient 

importance11-so the leases were granted,60 

Harkin's reasons for agreeing to these leases were outlined 

clearly in a letter he wrote a few years later. In 1923, in connection 

with some applications for leases near BrQl~ Lake, the superintendent 

had written to him as follows; 

I had a long talk with Mr. Challis, Director of Mines, in 

connection with any further granting of mining leases of 

coal areas in Jasper Park, He quite agreed with me that in 

view of the very patent fact that there were at present 

fully 900% too many small mining areas under operation in 

Alberta than were sufficient to supply the demand for coal 

he would back our Department in refusing any further grants 
61 of mining leases within the Park area. . • • 

Harkin replied; 

I think your argument . . . is a very sound one, but so 

long as our parks are open to applications for coal 

mining purposes under the regulations we cannot justly 

refuse any such applicants unless it can be clearly shown 

that the granting of such applications would seriously 

interfere with the park, 62 

A year later he spoke even more forcefully of his disapproval of mining 

in national parks in a letter to the mining branch of the Department of 

the Interior; 

While this Branch is of the opinion that no more coal 

leases should be issued in any of the National Parks it 
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will offer no objection to these leases in view of the fact 

that the applicant has apparently carried on under existing 

regulations and has complied with same,63 

Despite the fact that during the 1920s Harkin apparently felt 

compelled to grant new leases for mining purposes in the national parks 

as long as the regulations allowed it, he was at the same time working 

tirelessly to change those regulations, By 1926 he seemed to have 

some hopes of success, and he wrote to the superintendent of Jasper 

about a new application with quite a different tone from his letters 

written ten years previously, 

As you are no doubt aware, the parks are still open under 

the Coal Mining Regulations and we would therefore not be 

justified in refusing to allow anyone to prospect for coal, 

except on areas which would seriously interfere with the 

use and welfare of the park. I would suggest that Mr, Rice 

be advised that the Department is opposed to the development 

of any coal mining areas at this point and that if he pro­

ceeds with prospecting work he will be doing so. at his own 

risk as we cannot promise him any coal mining rights at this 

point, I may say , , , that in the meantime we are taking 

up the question of having the parks withdrawn from the 

operation of the coal mining regulations, but until this has 

been done each application will have to be dealt with on its 

own merits, 64 

Four years later his efforts were rewarded, A new National Parks Act 

was passed, which not only ensured that there would be no future com­

mercial or industrial development of minerals, water power or forests 

in the parks, but there would also be no power to revive any such 

rights that had been granted before the Act came into force. 65 

The passage of the National Parks Act in 1930 made it illegal to 

destroy or harm the flora, fauna and geology of the parks, and many 

people consider that Act to have been the final victory of the 

preservationist forces in Canada. It is true that coal and quarrying 

leases were no longer allowed in Jasper after 1930, and that the 
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government appeared at last to be interested in maintaining the park 

in as natural a state as possible. But what did that position 

imply? The parks were still publicly owned, and politicians were 

still subject to public pressure. People outside the park demanded 

increased access to it, and more facilities, once there. People 

within the park too were interested in the development of the tourist 

industry. Today much of the value of parks is still seen to be their 

"use" as developed recreational areas, and few Canadians even yet 

appreciate the dangers of a policy which allows excessive tourist 

development in our parks. Few agree with Harkin that 11
, , , it is as 

much a desecration to mar this natural harmony as to draw a razor 

across the Mona Lisa, 66 
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Depression and War~the Automobile Era 

It was not perceived in 1930 after the passing of the National Parks 

Act that tourism could be an industry just as potentially damaging and 

dangerous to the preservation of wilderness as coal mining or lime 

quarrying. Thus, even after 1930, parks policy was characterized by 

an interest in development, though now it was the new industry of 

tourism which was more profitable, both economically and politically, 

As the park became more widely known, people both inside and outside 

Jasper began to increase the pressure to build wide highways and 

provide better facilities for tourists, and the government could do 

little else but comply. In the 1930s and forties federal relief 

projects and then military factors provided an excellent opportunity 

for expanding and improving the relatively simple facilities that the 

park had provided in the twenties. 

Early Roads in the Park 

The railroad, of course, provided virtually the only transportation to 

the park in the first two decades. This was not seen to be a problem 

since automobiles were rare, In any event, there had been some notion 

amongst government officials even before Jasper Park was established 

that cars would scare wild animals and that horseback riding should be 

encouraged since it was quieter or more healthful. 1 This type of 

vacation was quite acceptable to the well-heeled travellers who came 

to Jasper on the train and could afford to rent horses and carriages 

to see the sights once there. A few very rudimentary roads were built 

within the park, and early photos show tourists such as Arthur Conan 

Doyle and his wife, who visited the park in 1914, being driven by 
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horse to see Maligne Canyon,2 Mr. Turner, a man who could remember 

those very early days in Jasper Park, recalled that before automobiles 

were allowed in the park and roads were built, one Park Superintendent 

had an automobile body mounted on special wheels to fit the railway 

tracks so that he could move from one area of the park to another 

along the railway.3 

Whether this detail is correct or not, it is certainly true that 

there was no need for motor roads in the very early years. Instead 

the early development consisted of narrow trails for horses and 

occasionally something a little wider and more sophisticated to 

acconnnodate a horse-drawn wagon. Of course there were old Indian 

trails in the area, but one of the first trails the park administration 

developed was the trail to the Miette hot springs in 1910. Later the 

railway investigated the possibility of building a mono-rail system to 

take tourists up the river to the bathing pools, but nothing ever came 

of this. 4 Instead the existing trail was improved in 1913 by a crew 

which was also responsible for building what "improvements" there were 

at the springs. These consisted of several shacks for dressing rooms 

which were apparently very poorly built since they were falling down 

only a few years later. No latrines or garbage facilities were pro­

vided, or supervision of any sort. The road into the springs was said 

to be very dangerous, although the bridges were well built. Despite 

this, and the woefully inadequate and "simply disgusting" facilities 

at the site, the springs were very popular and drew many visitors for 

medical reasons. The warden who inspected the site in 1918 and re­

ported on its condition described it thus: 

The whole construction is unusually amateur and it can 

plainly be seen that no systematic planning of improvements 

was ever done at these Springs. I was informed unofficially 

that the sum of $700.00 had been opened for improvements. 

If this is so, I fail to see any signs of improvements that 

would call for even half that expense. . . . The site is 

littered with tin-cans, empty boxes, ketchup bottles and 

piles of other rubbish. There is no evidence of latrines 
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in sight and accononodation for ladies is simply disgusting 

where a small expenditure in the right direction would 

improve things wonderfully. 5 

The warden suggested improvements in sanitation, accononodation, bathing 

facilities and to the road to bring the springs up to a "minimum" level 

of public safety. Despite this damning indictment, the park did not 

take steps to build an adequate road, clean campground or improved 

bath facilities for another decade. 

In 1913 steps were taken to build other roads to give access to 

the park's attractions. In addition to the so-called "improvements" 

to Miette, a trail was roughed out to Medicine Lake, giving access 

en route to Maligne Canyon. During that winter a group of volunteer 

men with teams and equipment co-operated with the Park administration 

to build the first bridge across the Athabasca. They took teams 

across the river on the ice to Lake Annette and cut firs for the 

bridge timber. The logs were hauled to Old Fort Point and used with 

salvaged cables from abandoned railway construction equipment to build 

the bridge. (That log suspension bridge was replaced in 1920 by a 

steel one.) The following summer the government built a carriage road 

from the bridge, across the area which is now the golf course, to 

Maligne Canyon. From there a trail was built around Medicine Lake to 

Jacques Lake. The road to Maligne Canyon was the second road to be 

built outside of the townsite; the previous year a carriage road had 

been built connecting the town with Pyramid Lake, where a summer 
6 

cottage subdivision had been surveyed. 

During the First World War, roads both in the town and outside 

were improved by the men in an internment camp situated in Jasper. 

This camp was one of the ones set up to keep under surveillance 

individuals who were considered security risks~mostly Germans and 

Austrians, The 19th Alberta Dragoons were assigned to the duty of 

camp guards. The internees were not compelled to do road work, but 

those who volunteered to do so received $1 per day for their efforts. 7 

During this time a gravel road was started to Mount Edith Cavell which 

was not finished until 1924 as funds were short for road-building 
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during and just after the war. 

One of the roads which bore the most traffic during this period 

was the short three-mile stretch from the town to Jasper Park Lodge. 

This was a gravel road, and was very dusty, particularly after cars 

were allowed in the park and the Lodge regularly sent their large 

Buicks to the train station to pick up guests. In the mid-twenties it 

was decided to pave the road, and the Dominion Government and the 

Canadian National Railways (owners of the Lodge) decided to use an 

experimental method to cover the road and also the sidewalks at the 

Lodge grounds. This method consisted of covering the road surfaces 

with the natural asphalt of the tar sands near Fort McMurray. For 

this purpose a small mixing plant was built at Jasper, The tar sand 

was loaded on barges, shipped up the Clearwater River, unloaded at 

Fort McMurray and then shipped by railway to Jasper. There it was 

mixed with gravel under heat, and taken to ·the road by trucks, where 

it was spread about two inches thick and rolled with a light roller. 

The surfacing of the road was done between 1926 and 1928, and proved 

to be very durable and to need very little maintenance over the 

years. 8 

The Edmonton Highway 

When Jasper Park was established, the railway was the only means of 

access to the area that was planned. The Grand Trunk Pacific railway 

reached the park first, and some years later the Canadian Northern 

followed. During the railway construction, the contractors had con­

structed tote roads along the right-of-way to haul in supplies. One 

of these, constructed by the contractors Foley, Welsh and Stewart, ran 

from the town of Fitzhugh to the sunnnit of the Yellowhead Pass, and 

also some distance east of Henry House. However, as the Canadian 

Northern advanced into the park, they began using parts of this road 

bed to run their line. In 1912 there were complaints to the Com­

missioner in Ottawa about this, since the road was being ruined. The 

Chief Superintendent of the Dominion Parks wrote from Edmonton that 
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the town of Jasper was by the end of 1912 cut off from all points east 

of Henry House by road. This of course, made park management almost 

impossible in those eastern areas. The matter finally rose to the 

Deputy Minister of the Interior who instructed the Canadian Northern to 

construct new roads to replace all of the tote roads they had usurped 

in the construction of their rail line.9 Even ·at that time there seems 

to have been some intention of developing these rudimentary roads into 

one good road from the eastern boundary to the western summit. 

By 1917 the Park Superintendent reported to the Commissioner that 

about twenty miles of good road existed through the park~fifteen to 

the east of the town, and five to the west. At the time the provincial 

road system only reached as far west as Edson. He added that the 

lifting of the railway steel because of the amalgamation of the two 

railway companies' tracks afforded an excellent opportunity to construct 

a highway on the discarded roadbed. Between the two companies, a fairly 

good roadbed existed all the way from Resplendent to Dandurand.lo 

During the next few years, the government took steps to acquire these 

abandoned roadbeds from the railways, though no road construction was 

possible under war-time conditions. 

By the early 1920s, a group of Edmonton boosters was actively 

promoting the development of this road. Both the Overland and Ford 

motor companies decided to sponsor automobiles which would attempt to 

reach the west coast by driving to Jasper and then through the 

Yellowhead Pass. The team in the Ford apparently reached Victoria 

first, having driven over seventy-seven miles on railway ties and 

trestles. 11 Two years later another driver accomplished the same 

feat~this was Charles Grant, an Edmonton man, who was to spend many 

years in active promotion of the Yellowhead highway route. Though it 

was to be a long time before the Yellowhead highway was to be con­

structed, the Dominion and provincial governments did decide to go 

ahead with construction of an all-weather road from Edmonton to 

Jasper in 1923. The Dominion government completed their share of the 

construction to the eastern boundary of the park that same year, The 

provincial government did not complete their part of the road for 
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another five years, however, but finally in 1928 the last bridges on 

the dirt road were finished and the road was declared open.12 

This road, although open for travel, was impassable for much of 

the year. Therefore, during the 1930s, public attention in 

Edmonton and Edson focused on getting a good gravelled road built, 

This was seen to be particularly urgent a's plans for the construction 

of the Jasper-Banff highway connection went ahead, for promoters in 

the towns all along the present Highway 16 were eager to develop a 

"Circle Tour" through Alberta. They feared that if tourists could get 

to Jasper from the south on a good road while the one to the east was 

allowed to deteriorate, that they would simply turn around and head 

back to Banff again, thus cutting off the entire northern part of the 

province from the lucrative tourist trade the new highway would 

attract. In addition to the "Circle Tour," pressure was mounting for 

a connection from Jasper westwards to Blue River, since the British 

Columbia government had just opened a new road joining Blue River to 

Kamloops. 13 

The necessity of providing relief work for unemployed men during 

the Depression gave the provincial government the means to improve 

the Edmonton-Jasper highway. Plans went ahead during the winter of 

1933-34 to set up two relief camps to crush gravel to fill in the 

road. Complaints continued for two years that the work was not pro­

ceeding quickly enough, and threats were made that the provincial 

government would most assuredly lose its seat in the district if the 

road were not completed, 14 However, by 1937 the road was gravelled 

and graded the whole distance from Jasper to Edmonton and a year later, 

with the completion of a section of gravel road in Saskatchewan, an 

all-weather road was completed all the way from Jasper to Winnipeg, 15 

Edmonton boosters were not satisfied with this, but the same year 

began urging the completion of the highway through to the west coast, 

and also the hard surfacing of the section from Edmonton to Jasper, 16 

This latter job was not completed until many years later. 
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Depression 

Road construction was the work carried out in relief camps established 

across Canada during the great depression of the thirties. Like every 

other place in the country, Jasper suffered from the hard times. 

During the late 1920s the Canadian National Railway began laying off 

employees, and in 1929 the Canadian National Railways hotel department 

deferred their development progrannne so 

the construction work were without that 

that people 

as well. 17 
who depended on 

In the fall of 

1930, the Park Superintendent estimated that by mid~winter over one 

hundred men would be unemployed in Jasper.18 By the next summer he 

reported that although some of the unemployed people had left the park 

to look elsewhere for work, they had been forced to come back to Jasper 

since there was no work anywhere else either, He wrote that: 

fully 70% of the population are railway employees and 

their families. Since early in 1930 the Railway Company 

has been laying men off and this still continues, , , , 

There are a great many railway men living here who have been 

unemployed for more than a year, Many of them find that 

their savings have been expended and they are without credit 

at the local stores, ••• You will see that some immediate 

relief will have to be provided for the people of Jasper, 

While approximately two hundred persons were given relief 

work last February and March, this fall and winter relief 

will have to be extended to three hundred or more persons 

living here. 19 

Faced with this necessity, the government provided relief work for 

the unemployed. Some of the projects were under the supervision of the 

Parks Engineering Service, and some under the direction of the Park 

Superintendent himself. The latter were largely a matter of park 

improvements, and mostly employed local men who had to prove resi­

dency in the park. The project under the Engineering Service was the 

construction of the Jasper-Banff highway, and these camps were for 

destitute men from points outside the park~most of the men on the 

Jasper end of the project were sent from headquarters in Edmonton, 
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The men worked an eight hour day, six days a week, and food and tent 

accommodation were provided, though deducted from their wages. There 

was also a commissary run by the relief service at which they could 

buy necessary articles of clothing. An order of priority was estab­

lished for the work~married men were generally taken before single 

men, and returned soldiers before others. Married men were generally 

allowed more weeks of work in the month than single ones. Later, as 

lay-offs increased on the railway, single men would be taken off the 

relief work and replaced by married men. 

Although these camps provided necessary work and wages for needy 

men, there was often criticism of them and problems running them. In 

the fall of 1931 a letter appeared in an Edmonton newspaper from a 

Jasper minister, begging for charitable donations of warm clothes and 

boots for the men in the camps and declaring that conditions there 

were appalling. 20 Although this appeal was met most generously and 

the Reverend Edwards was able to distribute warm clothing to the men 

and even some of their families, it was a severe embarrassment to the 

government. The Engineering Service had been carrying suitable warm 

winter clothing for the men, who were allowed credit against their 

wages in purchasing them. The Chief Engineer pointed out that if 

the men were inadequately clothed for winter work, it was because they 

chose not to purchase their clothing at reasonable rates, but rather 

to spend their money on other things as long as there was a chance of 

getting their clothing free. In reply to criticism that the govern­

ment's prices were too high (they were the equivalent of retail prices 

in Banff and Jasper), he replied that it would be unfair to undercut 

the local merchants in the towns who were experiencing hard times too 

and had already been carrying many families on their books who could 

not pay their bills. 21 

The publicity given this affair drew a great deal of attention, 

not least in the camps themselves, In November a worker in one of the 

camps on the Jasper Banff Highway wrote to the Bulletin, describing 

his camp and the life there in detail: 

It is true that some of the wearing apparel bought by men 
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in this camp is costly. Let us look at the real crux of 

everything: the price of labor, We get 25 cents per hour, 

When we have worked six full days, we have, after paying 

board and other stoppages, $5,80, Now then when a man wants 

to buy anything he naturally looks at his wages, Take for 

example a mackinaw or a windbreaker. Those two articles 

alone would take over two weeks' wages to purchase, Our 

board is 85¢ a day, which runs to $5.95 a week, Of course 

anyone who grouses at the food here, is nothing more or 

less than a natural born fool. Our food is the best and we 

have one of the best cooks it is possible to get,22 

The man went on to say that the men in the camps would much rather be 

there with work to do than elsewhere living on relief hand-outs. 

I am willing to throw out this challenge to the newspaper in 

question to send a man out here, and let him go round the 

camps asking each man what do you want, "relief or work?" 

Ninety-nine percent of the men would say "work." There 

are certain people who would like to see this work stopped 

and I say indignantly it is a curse and a shame when a body 

of unemployed ex-soldiers are to be made the pawns in a 

political controversy. 23 

The correspondent had not missed the fact that the Liberal Bulletin 

which ran the story, which the Reverend Edwards had intended to be 

secret, was all too willing to use the issue to embarrass the Conserva­

tive government! 

However, while conditions in all the camps were probably similar, 

not all the men seemed to be as satisfied as the writer above. In the 

winter of 1931-32, a small labor problem arose in another camp on the 

Jasper-Banff highway project. An "agitator" was discharged at the end 

of December, but shortly re-hired when he asked for another chance. A 

week later he was fired again, and then twenty-two other men quit work 

and walked into camp in a sympathy strike, Consequently they were all 

paid off and discharged, although several evidently regretted their 

action. The camp foreman reported later that when cleaning out their 
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tents afterwards, he discovered several articles of good clothing sent 

in by the charitable organisations had been purposely destroyed so -that anything which the men could not stuff into their kit-bags and 

carry off could not be used by any of the other men who stayed. The 

Chief Engineer wrote to Harkin with respect to the firing that he had 

no sympathy with the strikers and that the firmness of the man who had 

fired them had prevented further trouble, 

By the next year the Commissioner was again worried by labour 

unrest in the Jasper camps. In the summer of 1933 all the provincial 

camps in Alberta were on strike, and pamphlets were circulating 

amongst the men in the federal camps in the Parks encouraging them to 

organize committees to deal with small grievances," ••• such as 

recreation tent, sport equipment, free soap, the right to go to town 

and return."24 There is no indication that Harkin had to give in to 

demands such as the ones in this "red" letter, and the rules governing 

the Parks camps continued in effect. Perhaps one of the harshest 

rules was one which governed the men's movements, As the men on the 

Jasper-Banff highway project were not allowed to leave their camps, 

truck drivers were under orders not to carry anyone to town who did 

not have permission in writing, 25 Harkin, as well as the Park 

Superintendent, was also personally in favour of prohibiting men on 

relief work from buying liquor or being served in a beer parlour when 

they were in town even with permission. This rule was not adopted, 

however, as it could not be enforced without there being a general ban 

throughout the province, 2~ 
Generally, although the camps run by the Department of Interior 

inside the national parks were harsher than those run by the 

Department of National Defense on highways outside the park, the 

Department of Interior did not experience nearly as much labour 

trouble in their camps. J.M. Wardle, the Chief Engineer, attributed this 

to the fact that although the Department of the Interior in Banff and 

Jasper provided poorer sleeping accomodation and poorer bath and sani­

tation facilities than the Department of National Defense, as well as 

no free rations of tobacco, towels, soap, tooth brushes, etc., and no 
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Saturday afternoons off such as the Department of National Defense 

granted to the men in its camps, the Department of the Interior did 

provide better food than the Department of National Defense, "A well 

fed man is not so receptive to "red" propoganda as a man poorly or 

insufficiently fed."27 

What labour trouble there was in the camps in the parks seemed to 

be concentrated in the ones on the Jasper-Banff highway, These camps, 

as has already been mentioned, brought men in from other areas and 

established them at either end of the highway to work towards the 

Icefields, Since the first three years of the construction of this 

road (1931-1934) were entirely undertaken to provide as much relief 

work as possible, the purchase of grading and motorized equipment was 

kept to a minimum so that a maximum amount of money was available to 

pay for hand labour, There were six camps at the Jasper end of the 

highway, each housing fifty men, spaced three miles apart, Each camp 

had a large kitchen and dining building, a large sleeping tent, and an 

office and storehouse building, The buildings were of log construc­

tion, with lumber floors and rubberoid roofs, 

After 1934, the work on the Jasper-Ban££ highway was changed to a 

regular wage project instead of a relief project, and was continued on 

that basis for another five years until its completion in 1939, After 

this time more power equipment was used. Instead of hauling supplies 

by team, trucks took materials to the end of the completed grade and 

then the loads were hauled by wagon and tractor over tote roads to the 

section where work was going on, The tote roads would later be used 

as the road bed for the finished highway. About four hundred fifty 

men worked for six months each year on this project. 28 ·A glorious 

official opening of the new highway was scheduled for July 1, 1940 at 

the Columbia Icefield, just inside the border of Jasper Park. However, 

because of the worsening war situation, the celebrations were abandoned 

and the road opened quietly on June 15, 1940, 29 

Less spectacular, but just as beneficial to tourists in Jasper 

Park, were the other projects undertaken as relief work during the 

Depression, During the winter of 1931-32, a project was opened on 
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the highway west of Jasper, the purpose being to link up with a road in 

British Columbia to Blue River. The first six miles of this road west 

of town were cleared, and a truss bridge was constructed along the 

route. After that year the work was closed, since there seemed little 

possibility of the British Columbia government taking it up. 30 Other 

projects were the improvement of the road to Maligne Canyon and 

Medicine Lake, and the development of campgrounds at Cottonwood Creek 

and Patricia Lake: A site for a campground was originally suggested at 

Lake Edith, but the park superintendent and engineer recommended that 

the Lodge guests and cottage owners should not be troubled with the 

traffic of campers driving by, so alternative sites were chosen at 

Cottonwood and Patricia. Public pressure had all been in favour of a 

site on the Lodge side of the river. By 1941, despite the fact that 

the Patricia Lake campground was not popular with campers and was con­

sidered to have an unsafe drinking supply, it was being heavily used, 

but only because the Cottonwood site was being taxed to capacity. 

Finally, the following year, the restrictions on the.operation of 

buses and other motor transportation during the war forced the closing. 

of several tourist facilities in the park. The Patricia Lake and 

Miette campgrounds were then closed down, the former never to be 

re-opened. 

The Miette hot springs development had been partially constructed 

as a relief project too. By the early thirties there had been a log pool 

there for over a decade, and the site was very popular with campers. 

They left the train at Pocahontas, where they could rent a hotel room or 

get a meal from Ross Wardell, and then went by pack horse up the trail 

to the springs. A fee of $1, payable to the warden, was charged for 

camping, but many people seemingly abused the privilege. The site, as 

well as the pool, was overcrowded, and sanitary conditions were known 

to be appalling by 1933.31 In 1934 the pool was closed and camping 

prohibited until new facilities could be constructed. By 1935 a road 

had been blasted, cleared and opened into the campground, although it 

was not yet open or provided with services. Finally, in 1938, the new 

bath house opened which attracted hundreds of visitors to the springs. 
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A critical situation developed in the campsite since there were no 

sanitary facilities provided, but by the following year the campsite 

was much improved and operated for several years, Certain abuses 

continued though. In 1940 it was discovered that someone had erected 

permanent tents there with wooden baseboards which were being rented 

out to tenants! 32 This problem was no doubt taken care of when the 

campground was closed in 1942 because of gas rationing, After the war 

the campground opened again, and a permanent caretaker•s cabin was 

built on the site,33 

World War Two 

In 1940 the National War Services Regulations were enacted, which 

provided for the calling up of young men for compulsory military train­

ing. Conscientious Objectors to the Act (mostly Mennonites and 

Doukhobors) were allowed to render a term of alternative service for 

the same four month period of military training, It was estimated 

that about 700 Conscientious Objectors would have to be provided with 

work in the National Parks. Camps were set up for about 150 of these 

"Conchies," as they were called, in Jasper, The men were paid at the 

military rate for privates, and subject to military-type discipline, 

The first camps opened in July of 1941. Although it was originally 

planned to have the men do silviculture and wildlife work, they ended 

up working on much the same type of projects as the relief workers had 

earlier. 

By the end of August, 159 Conchies were working in Jasper on the 

Maligne Canyon-Hedicine Lake road removing rock, and it was decided to 

continue this work over the winter, At the same time other men were 

working on a trail through the Lake Edith subdivision, a loop road at 

Lac Beauvert, and beginning to build the road to the new fish hatchery 

and the preliminary pools there, The Edmonton highway was widened to 

the eastern boundary of the park, and the extension of this highway to 

the western border to link up with the British Columbia government 1s 

new highway was taken up again, A good number of new and better fire 
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trails were constructed in the park, including the Medicine and 

Maligne Lake fire trail, the trail to the Palisades fire look.-out, 

the Devona fire trail, the Watchtower Valley fire trail and the Geikie 

fire trail. The men also did a considerable amount of work improving 

and cleaning up the townsite. Finally, three log shelter sites were 

built for tourists along the magnificent new Jasper-Banff highway, at 

Athabasca Falls, Jonas Creek and the Icefield. 34 

During the winter of 1941-42, the men were located in different 

camps for these projects and shifted back and forth as the work 

demanded. By April, the park requisitioned a greater number of 

Conchies, since it was felt they were excellent workers, However, dur­

ing 1942, the idea surfaced among military planners that the Japanese 

might attack Canada by dropping incendiary bombs on British Columbia, 

and consequently most of the alternative service workers were sent to 

British Columbia to do forest work there, After this time there con­

tinued to be some Conscientious Objectors in Jasper until the fall of 

1943, but only about twenty-five men at a time, By the end of 1943, 

Conscientious Objectors were allowed to join the non-combatant units 

of the armed forces, such as ambulance or parachute units, and many 

did so, some even being sent overseas. At this time the Jasper camps 

closed down, since only "recalcitrant" Conscientious Objectors were 

being sent to the national parks after that, In the summer of 1944, 

another camp was opened in Jasper for this latter type, a group of 

sixty-four Jehovah Witnesses from Petawawa. The Superintendent com­

plained bitterly about these workers, saying he could use more men for 

park projects, but only "if they were better workers than Jehovah 

Witnesses • these are of a class who are difficult to handle and 

cannot be counted on to give much of a work return, 1135 However, these 

men stayed at Jasper, and in March of 1946 there was still a nominal 

roll of forty-six alternative service workers at Jasper, though most 

were on leave, The remainder were transferred to Banff and the 

Jasper camp closed, 

It has already been mentioned that in 1942 a panic started about 

Japanese activities in British Columbia, and in January a government 
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plan was announced to remove all Japanese nationals as well as 

nationalized Canadians born in Japan from a "protected area" west of 

the Cascade range of mountains. Camps were to be set up outside of 

this area where the men would be made to do road work, The Parks 

Branch did not really want Japanese workers in the parks, but it did 

want to see the completion of the Jasper-Blue River highway, The Parks 

Branch finally agreed that if Japanese were going to work on the 

B·ritish Columbia section of this highway, the Parks branch would ask 

the Department of Labour, in charge of the Japanese internees, to take 

over the section within the park as well and the Park would co-operate 

by providing equipment for the construction. 36 The controller of the 

National Parks Branch made their policy towards the Japanese workers 

clear, however. 

Families of any supervising personnel, guards or Japanese 

workmen will not be allowed to take up residence within the 

National Park. It is quite possible that the Japanese , • 

would wish to have [their families] at some point as close 

as possible to the work . , • on account of the fact that 

they will be paid so much less than the Fair Wage rates , 

it should be out of bounds for them to visit any area con­

sidered a tourist centre: for instance, they should not be 

allowed into the townsite of Jasper or any area adjacent to 

the main highways.37 

By the end of February, work camps were being constructed along 

the route west of Jasper. Altogether there were to be twenty camps for 

one hundred men each. Two of these were to be in the park, one at 

Geikie and one at Decoigne, The foreman of the Geikie camp was a 

Jasper man, James Baker, and there were fifteen other officials at the 

camp and one hundred Japanese prisoners. The Japanese had their own 

cooks and mess hall which served western meals, but the white officials 

ate separately, Rules were strictly enforced, The Japanese were not 

allowed out of their camps from one hour after sunset until dawn, They 

could not walk near the railroad, except during working hours and only 

if accompanied by a white man,38 There were railway guards at every 
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bridge and special Royal Canadian Mounted Police constables along the 

railway lines near the camps, Both bridge guards and R,C.M,P. specials 

kept a twenty-four hour watch with loaded rifles, 39 At the end of each 

month, a single man received a cheque for between $25 and $30. Deduc­

tions for board and supplies he had purchased at the commissary were 

made before he received it, If the man was married, an additional $20 

deduction was made for the upkeep of his family, and he only received 

between $5 and $10. Out of this latter amount he was supposed to pur­

chase his work clothing~which most of the men claimed was an impos­

sibility, 40 

The most cruel aspect of their detention was none of the above 

features, however, but the fact that many of the men had been separated 

from their families and few had any idea where their wives and children 

were, or if they were all right, The Edmonton Journal printed the 

story of one man in the Geikie camp. 

Sakamoto says he likes it in the camp and "under the 

situation" thinks he is getting a square deal, His main 

worry is his family, a wife and six children and an aged 

father. Before he was sent to the camp, Sakamoto owned 

one of the largest strawberry farms at Langley Prairie, 

B.C. He owned several trucks and a car, He turned these 

over to the dominion government officials at Hastings Park, 

Vancouver, before he left for the camp. "The last time I 

saw my wife and children they were at Hastings Park," 

Sakamoto says. "I'm worried about them ••• I haven't 

heard how they are getting along or how my old father is. 

It used to cost me $75 a month to keep that family. Now 

the government is taking $20 off my wages for their upkeep. 

If that is all they are getting I don't see how they will 

get along." Mr. Baker [the Jasper man in charge of the 

project] allays Sakamoto's family worries by telling the 

Japanese he's lucky he's living in a "white man's country 

• • , at least we won't let people starve here, 1141 

This market gardener was described as "typical of the most co-operative 
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type of Japanese. 1142 The article also went on to tell of several 

other men in the same camp. One had been an honours science graduate 

from the University of British Columbia, won the governor-general's 

medal for the highest marks in his faculty, and gone on to publish a 

newspaper. Another had been a druggist, and another a cook. As the 

paper continued, "few have handled picks and shovels and building a 

road will be a new job for most of them. Backaches and sore muscles 

are plentiful. 1143 

Given their treatment, perhaps it is not surprising that not all 

of the men in the camps were as "co-operative" as Sakamoto. By July, 

although there were plans afoot to reunite the married Japanese with 

their families, the Japanese workers were worrying the Parks' 

engineer. There had already been a sit-down strike at Decoigne in 

March over inadequate accommodation and facilities. More had started 

at the end of June when a worker had attacked a teamster and been 

arrested. Another was scheduled for July 15th. 44 The Parks Engineer 

from Banff wrote to Ottawa that there was continuous trouble over 

reprimands the Japanese received about not working hard enough, He 

accused them of deliberately frittering away most of their days 

"sitting on the bank and discussing world affairs. 1145 When the fore­

man told them to get at their work, they held meetings the same night 

and asked their leaders to request the dismissal of the foreman. The 

Engineer told them that none of the white men would be dismissed, a 

strike would be to no avail, and that if they struck they would not 

receive the benefit of the new policy to reunite families. Two men, 

leaders of a Japanese national group in Vancouver, were sent by the 

British Columbia Security Commission to explain the new policy and use 

their influence to persuade the refractory group to abandon their 

strike. 46 Whether the last one was held or not is unclear, but by the 

end of July the camps in the park had closed in any event, The 

married men had been sent to other projects where they could live with 

their families and as the British Columbia government wished to use as 

much Japanese labour as possible in private industry (logging and 

agricultural work, for example), there were only a few single men left 
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on a stretch of highway near Blue River.47 

While Parks officials were suspicious of the Japanese workers, the 

townspeople of Jasper were implacably hostile. The Superintendent 

wrote to Ottawa to say that: 

. feeling is running very high in Jasper over the 

conditions under which the Japanese are being taken care of 

in the camps established west of Jasper. It appears that 

these men are permitted to visit Jasper, providing they 

have permission from the Police. I have seen a number of 

them around town myself, and I have been asked by individ­

uals, what steps are being taken to keep these men in 

bounds. 48 

Two weeks later he wrote again to say that the opposition to the 

unrestricted movements of the Japanese was not abating, but that people 

were becoming more insistent on some definite action being taken. This 

type of attitude was no doubt stirred up by irresponsible journalism 

such as the following by Harold Weir in the Edmonton Bulletin: 

Without being unduly unkind or forgetting that Japanese are 

human souls like ourselves, it must be remembered that many 

Canadians and their visitors will regard this intrusion 

[into a National Park] as not unlike allowing the dogs in 

the drawing room we cannot escape the conviction that 

somewhere in the Japanese race is a barbaric strain that 

makes them loathsome animals in the fever of conflict. , 

The Japanese in Canada, then, must be closely and continu­

ously guarded. We cannot afford to allow them liberties,49 

The citizens of Jasper, while perhaps not so literary in their 

protests, were just as hysterical: The Canadian Legion pressed on the 

Superintendent the need to arm the local Veterans Volunteer Reserve 

Company with rifles and ammunition to protect the citizens of Jasper. 

Superintendent Wood even went so far as to agree with them and asked 

Ottawa to consider supplying twenty-four rifles and a supply of ammu­

nition to the Company. After the sit-down strike in June, the Jasper 

Women's Institute petitioned the Department of National Defense for 
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military protection since they viewed "with trepedition the freedom 

which has been permitted the Japanese coming into this town. They walk 

in pairs and seemingly have ample oppor-along the streets singly and 

tunity for infiltration. 1150 Then, at the end of June, a general 

meeting was held by the Jasper Canadian Legion, Chamber of Commerce, 

Daughters of England, Women's Institute, and Catholic Women's League to 

draft a resolution to be sent to the Minister of National Defense. 

This resolution claimed that the Japanese were "out of hand" in their 

camps, and making weapons out of their road tools and photographing 

"indiscriminately." The resolution demanded military units be sent 

to the area at once, but that if not, the citizens of Jasper at least 

be allowed to arm themselves. 51 

Faced with this imminent annihilation of Jasper, the Royal 

Canadian Mounted Police were surprisingly calm. The Commissioner in 

Ottawa wrote to say that he had advised the Japanese in the camp near 

Jasper to stay away from the town, more for their own safety than that 

of the town. As they appeared to be well-disciplined, he was satis­

fied they would obey all reasonable requests. If they were in the 

town in any case, he said, it was because they had first obtained per­

mission from the police and satisfied them that there was some cause 

to go there, such as purchasing work clothes or visiting a doctor. 

The R.C.M.P. Commissioner strongly advised against arming the local 

volunteer company.s2 The Edmonton Journal backed up this calm view 

of the crisis by saying that the white men in charge of the camps 

agreed the fears of the residents of the town were unfounded, and that 

for the most part they had received co-operation from the workers in 

the camps.S3 The Japanese workers themselves retaliated against the 

town, In May they decided to boycott the merchants of Jasper and 

purchase all their goods from mail-order houses.S4 None of these 

moderate views or tactics had any calming effect on the fears of 

Jasper residents, however. In June, when the strike occurred at 

Decoigne, the Veterans Volunteer Reserve Company went so far as to 

arm themselves with borrowed rifles, in contravention of the law.SS 

Fortunately the Japanese were moved away from the Park before the 
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situation deteriorated any further, 

After the Japanese workers left the park in July of 1942, a crew 

of white workmen was employed to fill in a swamp near Decoigne, which 

they did in a very rough manner. After that effort, the park did not 

maintain the highway at all, since they felt the road had only been 

built in the first place to employ the Japanese, and it was only 

intended to be a rough tote road for emergencies. By the fall of 1944, 

reports began to appear in newspapers saying the Yellowhead Highway 

would be open to tourists the following year, but as the road west of 

Jasper town was in appalling shape, it appears these reports were 

merely intended to pressure the government into constructing a stand­

ard road to the border. In the summer of 1945 about thirty or forty 

cars did manage to cross from Blue River to Jasper, but considerable 

labour was involved in cutting out trees and digging out slides along 

the route. 

As neither the British Columbia government nor the federal govern­

ment appeared interested in constructing or maintaining a standard 

road, local British Columbia communities along the route undertook to 

keep the track clear by 1947. 56 Finally, by the 1950s, the federal, 

Alberta and British Columbia governments undertook to complete the 

Yellowhead Highway all the way to Vancouver. The Alberta government 

completed its undertaking first, and in 1956 the ribbon was cut across 

Highway 16 at the eastern boundary of the park to mark the completion 

of a paved road all the way from the Saskatchewan border to the town 

of Jasper.57 In the same year the British Columbian government opened 

their highway, though it was not really completed. However they 

promised to spend $2,000,000 on the road that year and hoped for com­

pletion of the hard-topped road within five years. A few years later, 

in 1958, it was suggested this road should be completed as a British 

Columbia centennial project, but in fact it was not until the late 

1960s that motorists could drive from Jasper to Vancouver on paved 

roads and bridges all the way.58 

In addition to a great deal of road building, there were two 

projects of military significance which were carried out in Jasper 
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Park during the war, One of these was the training of a special Arctic­

trained regiment, the Lovat Scouts, They began their training in 

Scotland and Wales as specialist mountain troops and came to Jasper in 

December of 1943 to complete their training under winter conditions. 

Their regimental headquarters were on the grounds of Jasper Park Lodge, 

and outlying camps were established at Maligne Lake, the Columbia 

Icefield, the Tonquin Valley and Edith Gavell. Evidently the men's 

skills developed to an extraordinary degree in the short training 

period, and discipline and morale were excellent. 59 One tragic incident 

occurred during their training, however. At the end of January a snow­

slide fell off Mount Nigel, where the group was training, and killed a 

Corporal Collie. He was later buried in the Jasper cemetery.60 

The other military project carried out in the Park was the experi­

mental "Habbakuk" project. This idea originated with Geoffrey Pyke, 

an Oxford graduate, who felt there was a need for large aircraft car­

riers as bases for anti-submarine warfare and for providing air-cover 

for troop landings on the coast of Europe. Pyke felt that the use of 

ice as a strategic material would allow the boats to be built more 

cheaply than using conventional materials, as well as making them 

practically invulnerable. Although icebergs, for example, are very 

resistant to blasting, it was felt that pure ice was not quite strong 

enough, and experiments were carried out in laboratories in the United 

States and Great Britain to produce a stronger substance by incorpo­

rating a binding material, such as wood pulp, into the ice, This 

material, when finally perfected, was named Pykrete. Eventually it 

became obvious that large-scale experiments would have to be carried 

out, and they could only be done in Canada, The Canadian government 

agreed to co-operate in the construction of a model in Jasper and put 

the project under the direction of Dr. c. J. MacKenzie, President of 

the National Research of Canada. 

In addition to problems of strength, the problem of melting had 

to be overcome, and the design for the experimental model to be built 

on Patricia Lake involved both external insulation and internal 

refrigeration. A block model of this type of vessel was constructed 
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in the early months of 1943, Rather than paraphrasing, the Press 

Release issued by the Department of National Defense describing the 

project in Patricia Lake will be quoted at some length: 

Its dimensions were 60 feet long, 30 feet w~de, and 20 feet 

deep. A wooden framework carrying the insulation was first 

constructed on the Lake ice, and was gradually built up with 

blocks of lake ice and allowed to sink into the lake. A 

central hold containing refrigerating engines which cir­

culated cold air through a series of sheet iron pipes 

placed [sic] immediately behind the insulation. It weighed 

in all about 1,000 tons and was constructed by a gang of 15 

men in about two months. The refrigeration system after a 

few initial difficulties worked well and was kept in a 

frozen condition till near the end of the ensuing summer, 

This showed that insulation and refrigeration were feasible 

for an ice ship. Difficulties were foreseen in case the 

outer insulation was removed by weather or enemy action, and 

further research was done on the melting of exposed Pykrete 

and on possibilities of repair. It was found that the 

addition of wood pulp to ice had a remarkable effect on 

slowing down its melting in water. . . , The resistance of 

Pykrete to projectiles, explosives and incendiary bombs, was 

also studied and was found to be very much higher than 

ordinary ice owing to its resistance to cracking. It was 

estimated that an ordinary torpedo exploding under water on 

a Pykrete surface would have only made a crater 3 feet in 

depth. It was also extremely resistant to penetration by 

projectiles, A revolver bullet which shattered an ordinary 

block of ice rebounded from Pykrete surface on one occasion, 

somewhat to the danger of the eminent audience, to which it 

was being demonstrated. 61 

The final report submitted on this project indicated that the 

feasibility of the project was doubtful because although the materials 

involved were abundant and cheap, the cost of labour to build the ship 
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and run it would be very expensive, At that time it was planned to 

build it near either Corner Brook, Newfoundland, or Sept-Iles, Quebec, 

since both had large pulp factories, However, by the summer of 1943 

the need for this type of craft in the Atlantic had disappeared, 

although it still seemed as if it could be useful in the war"against 

Japan. Sites were investigated on the Pacific Coast, all of which 

proved disappointing and which it seemed would involve even higher 
' 

labour costs. Therefore, by the end of 1943, it was decided to abandon 

the project altogether since other war plans seemed to have greater 

priority. The ship of ice was never built. 62 The experimental block 

which was constructed in Jasper was allowed to fall to the bottom of 

the lake, where its twisted pipes can still be seen by divers today. 63 
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The Town of Jasper 

The history of Jasper Park to this point has been discussed in terms 

of the development of the park as a whole, by focusing on topics such 

as resource development, mountain exploration and accessibility of the 

wilderness to tourists. But Jasper Park is not only an area of rugged 

wilderness, and the people concerned with the park are not only 

government employees and visitors. Since the early days the park has 

had at its centre a vigorous, active little town. The development of 

the town itself is of some interest as it is the focus of park acti­

vities, and the history of the townsite will be related here first. 

Finally a few details about the· community of Jasper and some of the 

individuals within it will be given, since these people often provided 

the impetus and direction for the development of the park. 

The Early Townsite 

It was mentioned earlier that when the park was first established in 

1907, there wex.e one white homesteader's family and six Me tis farmers 

and their families living within its boundaries. Within three years 

the Metis settlers had left, and only the Swift family was left in the 

valley. However, already the surveyors for the new railroad were 

working in the area and other railway employees followed quickly in 

their wake. In anticipation of the need to protect and govern the 

park area, the Superintendent of Forestry, R. H. Campbell, and the 

Commissioner of Parks, Howard Douglas, had made a preliminary inspec­

tion of the park in the fall of 1909. By the end of that year 

J. W. McLaggan had been appointed as acting Superintendent of the park. 

McLaggan himself did not live in the park, but in Edmonton. In 1911 
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he sent the first permanent park officials into the area under the 

direction of R. W, Langford. Langford recalled years later that he 

went out from Edmonton on the fire train with men, equipment and a 

Union Jack, which they planted at the log cabin they built. This 

cabin, built at Cabin Creek, was the first administration building in 

the park. Langford lived in the cabin for several years.l 

For neighbours Langford had the Grand Trunk Pacific engineers, 

who built their camp at Mile 113 in 1911, the location later to be 

known in Jasper as Snape's Hill. This engineers' camp consisted of 

several log houses and office buildings, as well as wall tents, some 

small outbuildings and a sports field. While Brian Reeves' report 

for Parks Canada on this site (see bibliography) is often confused 

about the name and history of this camp, it does contain some excellent 

photographs of the buildings there in 1911. During the several years 

previous to Langford's arrival, other development had taken place in 

the park. It was mentioned earlier in the discussion of the railway 

construction that "stopping places" had been authorized by the acting 

superintendent at several locations in the park along the railway 

right-of-way. Quite a big camp was operating at Mile 111, about a 

mile east of the present town, in 1910. By the end of 1910, however, 

McLaggan reported that in addition to eight stopping places throughout 

the park, he had authorized three blacksmith shops, three stores and 

one veterinary office at Mile 112. This is the present location of the 

town of Jasper, the site which the Grand Trunk Pacific chose in 

November, 1910, as the location of their divisional point and new 

station of Fitzhugh. 

The railway company was displeased about the commercial develop­

ment that the superintendent authorized at this site. Although the 

businesses mentioned above had erected their tents or buildings under 

permit from government officials, the railway company wanted to keep 

the control of the townsite in their own hands. One of the railway 

officials discussed the situation in Fitzhugh in 1910 thus: 

I wish to do everything possible to keep the townsite 

there in sanitary condition for our own protection. 
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As you well know, these road houses are generally 

kept in a filthy condition both internally and exter­

nally, and they almost invariably pollute the streams 

near which they camp. I should suppose that within 

the section of land reserved for the Company's 

townsite, the Park Superintendent would not have the 

right to give permission for buildings. I intend 

talking to him about this on the first opportunity, 

and will, if possible, prevent the giving of any more 

permits, even if he has the right to give them.
2 

Of course the Forestry Branch quickly informed the railway company that 

the company had no jurisdiction over the townsite at all, but only over 

lands they had been granted specifically for railway purposes. The 

Minister of the Interior replied that the government would survey the 

townsite where it was agreeable to the railway, but that it would be 

administered by the government in accordance with park regulations. 3 

After this exchange, the development of the town went ahead unimpeded 

by the railway. 

Business and Government Buildings 

As the passage above indicates, there was already a certain amount of 

haphazard development in the townsite. During the construction of the 

railway, two tents had served as stopping places for the workers, and 

eventually Phelan and Shirley, railway contractors, put up the first 

building, called "Stevenson's Stopping Place." Then in 1910 the 

Stewart Brothers built a store facing the railway tracks (close to 

the location of the present pool hall) and a rooming house further 

back from the railway (where the present Athabasca Hotel stands). 

Another large tent serving as an eating establishment was opened 

facing the tracks, by "Doc" Nagle (on the site of the present Totem 

Men's Wear Store). The Grand Trunk Pacific constructed their engi­

neers' camp at the southern end of town, and the first warden lived 

nearby. A few other people besides railway employees and park 
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officials were appearing in Fitzhugh, and many of these lived in tents 

at the back of the townsite. In 1911 the railway completed their new 

station and roundhouse, built by the Collins Brothers. The Collinses 

also built a small house where the Administration Building was later 

to be located (the present Information Centre). They lived in this 

house during construction of the station, and then later, when the site 

was chosen for the Administration Building, A. B. Webb, who had arrived 

in town to cook. in the station restaurant, bought the house for $500 

and had it moved to 522 Patricia Street where it still stands.4 This 

is the oldest surviving structure in the town, and, with the exception 

of the Moberly buildings, in the park. 

Although the government stated it would carry out the survey of 

a townsite on the site chosen by the Grand Trunk Pacific for its 

divisional point, it was not until 1913 that the survey was actually 

completed. Originally the government had plans to have a landscape 

architect~William Bernhard, a prize-winning urban designer from 

Chicago was suggested~carry out the survey and draw up an artistic 

plan for Fitzhugh. However, this plan was eventually abandoned, and 

finally a Dominion Land Surveyor was authorized to do the survey. 

In June of 1913 he did so.5 The town plan eventually accepted was 

unfortunately devoid of any imaginative or artistic features, being a 

plain grid-iron pattern following the railway tracks, with the main 

street facing onto the tracks. The only interesting feature was two 

streets (Pyramid and Miette) which intercepted the grid diagonally, 

leaving a suitable lot for the new park administration building at the 

point where they joined. Unfortunately this location, since it was 

immediately opposite to the station, focused subsequent town develop­

ment and attention even more definitely on the railway tracks, which 

many consider to be one of the ugliest features of the town. 

Before the survey was even completed, a resident superintendent, 

Lieutenant Colonel S. Maynard Rogers, was sent from Ottawa· in March, 

1913. At this time a combined residence and office for the superin­

tendent was erected on the lot described above. The building was 

designed by an Edmonton architect, A. M. Calderon. Until 1936 it 
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served as a combined residence for the superintendent and administration 

office for the park, at which time a separate residence for the super­

intendent was built, further back in the townsite. The park adminis­

tration continued to use the building until 1972 as its headquarters, 

when new off ices for the superintendent and his staff were provided in 

a modern building elsewhere in the town. The building now houses the 
6 

information and interpretive office for the park. 

In addition to supervising the construction of the administration 

building, Rogers was responsible for the issuing of leases for lots 

for businesses and housing in the newly-surveyed townsite. Of course, 

several businesses had already established themselves before Rogers 

received the new town plan, and it was quite a job to straighten out 

the resulting problems. By the end of 1913, he had issued a license 

for a corner lot to the Stewart Brothers for a new store and another 

to Dr. Niven for a post office and drugstore. He suggested that 

boulder-front buildings would be suitable for these businesses. Next 

to Stewart Brothers he wanted to have the Macnamara Pool Room, owned 

by a Mr. Kallal. In 1913 Kallal already had his business a Iew lots 

down, in the middle of the block, but the Weiss hotel, "for which such 
7 artistic plans had been prepared", was proposing to take up five lots 

there. Mr. Kallal refused to move from the middle of the block, 

however, and complained to the Minister of the Interior about the 

problem. Eventually one of the Otto Brothers went into business with 

Mr. Kallal and he presented no objections to moving and 

erect a permanent building on the new site in the spring 

agreed to 
8 of 1914. 

the end of 1914, the superintendent had issued 46 leases for various 
9 

businesses and houses in town. 

By 

In 1914, there were about 125 people living in the town of Jasper, 

as it had now come to be known. Many people were living in tents, and 

some moved into rooming houses in the winter. As told earlier, Stewart 

Brothers store, Dr. Niven's post office and drugstore, and a pool hall 

were already located. In addition, Mah Hay's restaurant was estab­

lished where the Whistlers Drug Store is located now and 

Mr. C. V. Jeffreys and his family built a store on the main street 
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and lived in a suite above it for three years before moving elsewhere 

in the town. The Wooleys had a grocery store and a ladies wear on 

the site of the present Athabasca Hotel, and a rooming house upstairs. 

Next door to them was a photography shop owned by a Mr. Anderson. The 
10 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police had offices located on Geikie Street. 

During the same year the old Anglican log church was built and the 

United Church started (a more complete account of the history of 

Jasper's churches will be provided later). 

Not much development took place in the town during the First 

World War, except more private houses were built. Mrs. Arends 

recalled the sanitation in the town was 

sewers, running water or proper garbage 

very poor in those days- no 
11 disposal. Even after the 

war was over it took some time to install proper water facilities. 

By 1921 the only water supply for the town was an eight-inch wood 

pipe, running from Cabin Creek through the town to the Canadian 

National shops, across from the station. Houses near to this pipe 

could connect up to it through small galvanized iron pipes, but other 

houses only got water in the sunnner through supply pipes run down 

trenches in the lanes. During the winter water was hauled to the 

residents who had to pay for several buckets every few days. After 

the Lucerne residents moved to Jasper in 1924, the government decided 

to take over the water system and put in running water to all the 

houses and fire hydrants. The water pressure from Cabin Creek was 

increased by the construction of a concrete dam higher up the creek 

than the old earthen one the railway system had used, 

A few years after the town water system was installed, a couple 

of beaver interfered with the supply of water from the creek by 

building their own dam across the creek, higher up than the town's 

dam. The park engineer sent a man up to clear out the debris every 

couple of days, but obviously that was not a permanent solution to 

the problem. Finally someone suggested that as beaver are nocturnal 

creatures, illuminating the site would prevent further construction on 

the dam and scare them away. The park engineer fell in with the 

suggestion and strung a stable lantern filled with oil across the 
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stream just above water level. When he returned a few days later he 

found that the beavers had not only rebuilt their dam, but incorporated 

his lantern right into the middle of it! After this effort he asked 

the warden service to move the beavers out of the area altogether, 
12 and the town had no more trouble with its water supply. 

During the early years in Jasper there was also no electricity 

service in the town. Prior to 1925, only the railway had power, 

generated in its own plants for use in the roundhouse. The townspeople 

used lamps or acetylene lights. However in 1925 the government built 

a distribution system for the town and negotiated with the railway 

company to buy power from them to retail to Jasper residents, and 
13 

thereafter Jasper houses had electricity. A sewage system was 

installed in 1928 although, ironically in a national park, raw sewage 

from the town was dumped straight into the Athabasca River, causing 

considerable pollution of this lovely river. It was not until 1972 

that 

into 

this situation was corrected and new anaerobic lagoons brought 
14 

operation. 

During the 1920s and 1930s there was a considerable number of new 

buildings put up. The old R.C.M.P. building (now the Jasper Public 

Library) was built in 1925. Not only was Jasper Park Lodge built 

across the river from the town in 1923, but in 1921 the Athabasca 

Hotel was opened and then replaced with the present three-story brick 

building in 1928. 15 That same spring a thirty-bed hospital was 

planned for Jasper and the Women's Institute appointed a committee to 
16 

provide linens. Plans were also approved for the attractive little 

Imperial Bank Building which still stands just north of the old 

administration building. 17 The Edson-Jasper Signal reported in June 

of 1928 that "buildings under construction and projected this year in 
18 Jasper total well over the quarter-million mark." They went on to 

give a list of these projects which included the Athabasca, Astoria 

and National Hotels, the Imperial Bank, the Masonic Hall, St. Mary's 

church, the Otto Brothers pool hall, the Elks 1 Clubrooms, and the 

businesses of J. Claxton, D. Wooley, Fred Brewster, George Cook and 

A. Wiley.
19 

During the 1930s a residence was built for the park 
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structed behind the administration 
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station and 
20 building. 

a new fire hall con­

During these years a 

fish hatchery operated in the basement of the administration building, 

until a modern hatchery was built during the war across the Athabasca 
21 near the mouth of the Maligne. It opened in 1942 and operated for 

over thirty years, providing speckled trout for the Maligne drainage 
22 

system. 

Schools 

Schooling in Jasper seems to have been a fairly ambulatory arrangement 

during.the first few years. A. B. Webb was instrumental in starting 

the first school which opened in 1914, for he procured the building 

which was to be used, an old construction shack left by Phelan and 

Shirley, the railway contractors. He also engaged the first teacher, 

Miss Lillian Taylor, who came from Banff at age 19 to work for $840 

per annum. A box social was held to raise money for the children's 

desks, and a blackboard was provided and nailed to the shelves of the 

old shack. School opened on January 3, 1914. Miss Taylor recalled 

years later that it was fairly quickly decided that the shack was an 

eyesore for tourists, so it was removed and replaced with a large tent 

at the back of town against the hill and out of sight. The tent school 

was even more primitive, as there was no floor so the seats rocked on 

the dirt and the blackboard, resting on chairs, blew down whenever the 

wind blew. 

The first schoolhouse was built the same year, however, and is 

still in Jasper, located at 305 Patricia Street and now converted to 

a house. Another cottage was built on the corner of Patricia Street 

(301 Patricia) and the space between used as a playground. In 1922 

the cottages were sold for homes, and temporary accommodation for the 

school provided elsewhere. The house at 301 was eventually sold to a 

Mrs. Weaver, who moved it to 206 Colin Crescent and used it for a 

nursing home. 

For a few years after the school grew out of its two-cottage 
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arrangement, school was held upstairs in the old Legion Hall. It was 

also held for a time in the house still standing at 610 Patricia 

Street. F. A. Jackman, who owned a drug store and post office, had 

bought this building which had been built in Jasper for an office by 

the Hayward Lumber Company. He moved the building to its present 

location at 610 Patricia Street, and lived there in it until he 

finished his new house across the lane from his business. Then, in 

1920, he sold the house at 610 Patricia Street to the Roman Catholic 

mission, which held services 

premises to the school board 

there once a month· and 
23 

during the week. 

rented the 

However, by the early 1920s, Jasper's school-age population was 

really growing too large to be held in temporary quarters. In 1922 

a grade ten class was added for the first time, and the next year the 

newly-arrived residents from Lucerne also raised the number of school­

age children in town. Finally in 1925 construction was completed on 

a four-room schoolhouse, and three years later four more classrooms 

were added in a second story. In 1942 two more classrooms, a gym and 

a library were added, and the building continued to house both the 

primary and secondary schools until the 1950s, when separate high 

school and junior high school accommodation was provided. In the 

early 1960s the old elementary school was torn down and replaced with 
24 

the present modern building. 

Church Buildings 

Anglican 

The first religious services in Jasper were held by missionaries of 

several different faiths who travelled along the railway line during 

construction ministering to the workers. As a tiny settlement 

developed at Fitzhugh, services began to be held with some regularity. 

By 1914 Reverend G. S. Provis, working as a missionary from the 

Edmonton diocese in the western area, was holding Anglican services 



176 

in the schoolhouse. That year it was decided to build an Anglican 

church. The local superintendent of the Grand Trunk Pacific, a 

Mr. McCall, donated cedar logs, cut in British Columbia, for the 

church construction. Two donations of L50 each were made by Mr. Provis 

and a Miss Stewart, and the Women's Auxiliary raised the remaining 

funds. The picturesque log building, of upright vertical logs, was 

constructed by the voluntary efforts of Langford, Lofts, Almack and 
25 several other Jasper men. The little church was consecrated on 

August 2, 1914 by Bishop Henry Allen Gray and named the parish of 

St. Mary and St. George. Services were held fortnightly by Mr. Provis 

in Jasper and Edson. By 1915 a need developed for permanent accom­

modation for the clergy and a two story tower, 16 feet by 16 feet, was 

added to the church. The lower story of the tower was a living room 

and a kitchen and the upper story of the tower provided two bedrooms. 

The inside of the church was finished in pressed sheet metal painted 

a light grey colour. An altar and communion rail were at the front of 

the church, with a reed organ and a couple of long wooden benches for 

the choir on either side. Chairs were provided for the congregation. 26 

In 1923 the Anglican parish received its first full-time priest, 

the Reverend Harold A. Edwards. Both he and his wife played active 

roles in the community until 1932 when they returned to England. 

Mr. Edwards built the present rectory himself, wiring it for electri­

city and installing plumbing before the town mains were hooked up. In 

1927 he supervised the construction of a parish hall at the back of the 

log church on Geikie Street, and two years later the old log church 

itself was incorporated into the parish hall when a new church was 

built. 

The new church, designed by A. M. Calderon of Edmonton, was the 

gift of an anonymous benefactor in England, who nine years after her 

death in 1953 was revealed to be Mrs. Marion Beatrice Smith of 

Bournemouth. Her son had been killed in Palestine during the First 

World War, and as a memorial to him she provided the funds for the new 

church in Jasper as well as projects in several other dioceses in 

western Canada. Her son's New Testament and a string of olive beads, 
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found on his body at the time of his death, are embedded in the church's 

cornerstone, laid by Viscount Willingdon on July 29, 1928. The church 

was opened in 1929, and the Edith Gavell memorial tower added in 1932. 

The church bell was given at that time by Viscount Willingdon.
27 

While Mrs. Smith's generosity had provided over $20,000.00 for the 

building and all its furnishings, the organ, of course·, was the respon­

sibility of the congregation. Although J. B. Snape, the organist, 

wrote to Casavant Freres of St. Hyacinthe about a pipe organ, the cost 

was prohibitive for a small congregation, and eventually a large 
28 electric organ was bought from Edmonton. By 1958 the old log church 

had deteriorated greatly and it was demolished. The remaining parish 

hall was moved to a site closer to the present church and modernized. 

United 

Jasper's Methodists and Presbyterians, like the Anglicans, were served 

by itinerant missionaries from Edmonton in the early days. In 1914 a 

load of lumber solicited in Edmonton arrived in town and the little 

white Union Church was built by a group of local men, including 
29 A. B. Webb, Ed Cottam and Bill Shovar. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 

on a visit to Jasper in 1914, laid the cornerstone for the church. 

(On the same visit he laid out a nine-hole golf course for the Grand 

Trunk Pacific and provided the Jasper baseball team with uniforms). 30 

In 1925 the Union Church of Jasper became part of the United 

Church of Canada, and also received a new minister, the Reverend 

Joseph Coulter. Shortly after his arrival the manse was built. By 

the end of the 1930s, plans were approved for a new church, Sunday 
31 school and manse, but were cancelled when the war broke out. No 

construction took place until 1948, when a large addition to the church 

provided room for the Sunday schools and other parish needs. During 

the 1960s the little white church was finally sold to the Baptist 

Union of Western Canada (which is the present owner) , and the United 

Church built the new Mccready Christian Education Centre. The old 

manse is still used by the United Church minister. 32 
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Roman Catholic 

In 1914 the Catholics in Jasper, like the other Christians there, _ 

received services from missionaries in Edmonton. Reverend Father 

Louis Culerien ministered to the people of Jasper, as well as to those 

of all the other little towns on the route between Edmonton and 

Prince George. Much of his travelling was done on foot, trudging 
33 along the railway tracks with a pack on his back. Father Patrick 

Beaudrey was the first resident priest in Jasper, and the first chapel 

was in the present Brasnett home, at 610 Patricia Street, which has 

already been described in the section on schools. The first Catholic 

church in Jasper was built in 1924 by the Archdiocese of Edmonton. 

The church, built of brick and shingles, stands on the corner of 

Pyramid Avenue and Geikie Street. 

built on the same lot, which faces 

Two years later a presbytery was 
34 onto Geikie Street. In 1966 

plans were approved for the new Our Lady of Lourdes church, parish 

hall and presbytery. The buildings were subsequently built at the 

back of the townsite, at which time 

to the Lutheran congregation, which 

Hospital 

the old buildings were turned 
35 

has owned them since 1967. 

over 

Medical care in Jasper during the decade between 1913 and 1923 was 

.often poor. Several doctors were in practice off and on, but occa­

sionally Jasper would be left with no doctor and have to rely on the 

services of Dr. Grey at Pocahontas and later Dr. O'Hagan at Lucerne. 

After the residents of Lucerne moved to Jasper, however, with 

Dr. O'Hagan among them, the people of Jasper had a physician whose 

understanding and sympathy they could rely on as much as his skill. 

During the late 1920s Dr. O'Hagan spoke to Sir Henry Thornton, presi­

dent of the Canadian National Railways, about the need for a hospital 

in Jasper. Sir Henry responded to the request, and funds from a sub­

stantial grant from the railway were channelled through the Catholic 
36 

Archdiocese of Edmonton for the construction of a hospital in Jasper. 

In January 1930, four Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul 
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(a Halifax order) arrived in Jasper to run the hospital, which opened 

its doors on January 27, 1930. The hospital was originally known as 

St. Martha's, but later changed to Seton hospital after the name of the 

founder of the Sisters of Charity. For many years these Sisters 

managed· the hospital, and eventually acquired its ownership as well. 

In 1954 the Sisters built a nurses' residence next to the hospital, 

and an addition to the hospital itself was made in 1964. Finally in 

the late sixties it became obvious the building would have to be 

replaced, and in 1970 the Sisters of Charity gave notice of their 

decision to quit operating the hospital. Consequently, the hospital 

has since been managed by a local hospital authority established by 

the provincial government, and a new hospital building was built, 
37 mainly with provincial funds, in 1974. 

Townspeople 

The population of Jasper is approximately divided in thirds, with one­

third working for the park, one-third working for the railroad, and 

the remaining third running businesses and providing services for 

both the local residents and tourists. Although this report has 

dealt extensively with both the railroad and the park, little has 

been said about the other third of the population which has contri­

buted just as much to the history of Jasper. Although Jasper was 

designated a national park because its wilderness beauty was con­

sidered to be of national significance, and although the town became 

a divisional point on a major transcontinental railway, the development 

of the park has not been initiated or directed entirely from outside. 

The initiative and efforts of local people have done a great deal 

towards developing Jasper park and its facilities over the years. 

It has been mentioned that the government began to develop 

trails into some of the scenic areas of the park almost immediately 

after the park was established. However, to do this the park officials 

had to rely heavily on the knowledge of local men who had already 

explored the territory. James Shand-Harvey, who made his living 
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guiding tourists in the area, first showed the park commissioner the 

trail to Miette hot springs, for example, and the Otto brothers 

cleared the first trail into Maligne Lake. The Ottos became out­

fitters in the Jasper area and took tourists out from the town to see 

the park's beauty, as did Alex Wylie, the Hargreaves, the Brewsters and 

Curly Phillips, to mention only a few. All of these men actively 

promoted and advertised the attractions of Jasper, as well as develop­

ing new trails and other facilities in the park. Fred Brewster, for 

example, developed the "Skyline" horse trail as well as a boat and 

motor service into Maligne Lake. Curly Phillips promoted boating of 

all sorts on the lakes in the park, and evidently constructed such 

magnificent boats himself that one was even bought by a 

scientist and shipped back to France to be re-assembled 

French 
38 there. 

In addition to promoting summer recreation such as trail-riding 

and boating, local promoters also became very interested in winter 

sports in the park, notably skiing. When Peter Withers, one of the 

early wardens, arrived in Jasper in 1920, he owned one of the two 

pairs of skis in town, and during the winter of 1921 he used his skis 

to make his winter patrols. The same year Vern and Doug Jeffreys 

explored the Maligne Lake area with him on skis. As interest grew 

during the twenties, local people cleared ski runs by hand up at 

Patricia and Pyramid Lakes. Cross country skiing became popular too, 

and races were held around Medicine Lake, a distance of about thirty 

miles. Several local men who had skied together eventually decided to 

make a long ski trip to Banff in 1930. Caches of food were placed 

along the route during the fall, and on January 15, 1930 a group 

left Jasper to ski to Banff. A few years later another group made a 

similar long trip to the Columbia Icefied, under the direction of 

Joe Weiss. Around the end of the twenties, the clearing of the runs 
39 at Whistlers was also begun, all by hand. 

Jos Weiss was one of the first to see the commercial possibilities 

of developing skiing in the park (at Marmot Mountain, for example). 

During the thirties, tourists began to come to ski in Jasper. Fred and 

Jack Brewster "abandoned their saddles for skis" in the winter to guide 
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ski groups up the glaciers. Curly Phillips had also been active in 

the move to develop skiing in Jasper, and in fact met an early death 

in 1938 while out searching for new ski areas. A local boy, 

Reginald Pugh was killed with him by an unforeseen avalanche. 40 

This tragedy did not stop the development of skiing in Jasper, however, 

and only the following year Jasper played host to an inter-club ski 
41 

meet designed to promote Jasper as a "winter playground." This 

campaign was certainly successful, as Jasper has over the years 

developed into an internationally famous ski area. In recent years 

the popularity of cross country skiing has led to the development of 

extensive winter trails in the park. Now, in winter as well as summer, 

the pressure for tourist accommodation in Jasper exceeds the availabil­

ity on virtually every weekend. 
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Conclusion 

This report has detailed the development of Jasper from a small and 

relatively unimportant post in the enormous network of the fur trade 

to its present status as one of the most popular and famous tourist 

attractions in Canada. Many diverse elements go to make up this 

story, but this report has tried to show that there are connections 

between these elements; to detail the continuous story of Jasper in 

the past and to show how each new development ·grew out of a past one. 

More importantly, however, this report has endeavoured to place Jasper 

and its past in the context of a national history; to show that events 

and transitions outside the park had an influence on Jasper's history 

and also to show that Jasper played a role in and contributed to these 

national developments. 

Many topics of national interest have been covered here. The 

movements of the Indian tribes in and around Jasper have been shown 

to be the result of fur trade activity starting either in Montreal or 

Hudson Bay and moving westward. The fur traders, in addition to dis­

rupting the Indians, also discovered and explored vast new territories 

to the north and west of the settled areas of North America in the 

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. And fur traders were not the only 

people.to participate in this extension of the western Canadian fron­

tiers. Missionaries, scientists, and mere curiosity seekers also came 

to Jasper to explore this newly discovered wilderness. Of course mere 

discovery of the Jasper area was not the only goal of these travels. 

More important than the Jasper area itself in the nineteenth century 

was the area west of the Rocky Mountains to which it gave access. 

Jasper was situated at the entrance to two major passes through the 

mountains. This position came to ensure Jasper's importance in a 

national transportation and communication scheme. During the 
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nineteenth century, the possibilities of Jasper as a major trans­

continental route were repeatedly investigated; for troop movements, 

a wagon road, a telegraph line and finally, a railway. Although the 

Yellowhead route was used by one historic group of travellers en route 

to the Cariboo, it was, however, generally overlooked until the early 

twentieth century, At that time a transcontinental railway was finally 

built through the Yellowhead Pass, and Jasper's importance in terms of 

national transportation in the twentieth century was ensured. Jasper 

is still a divisional point on the Canadian National Railway today. 

This theme of the development of a national transportation route, then, 

has been continuous throughout Jasper's past. From the first time 

David Thompson entered the valley to seek a route to the Columbia to 

the present day, Jasper has witnessed a steady stream of traffic moving 

east and west across the country. 

The railway, in addition to linking east and west through the 

Jasper area, also brought Jasper into a position of national prominence 

in its own right. Jasper is an area of outstanding natural beauty, and 

as soon as plans were developed to make it accessible to the rest of 

the country by train, the Canadian government established a national 

park in the upper Athabasca area. However, although the land within 

the park's boundaries was to be protected, Canadian government policy 

with respect to the park was somewhat contradictory in the early years 

of its history. Though most of the park was publicly owned, leases 

were extended to private companies for commercial exploitation of the 

natural resources in the area. The realization that mining, lumbering 

and quarrying would permanently destroy the wilderness beauty that the 

park had been established to protect grew slowly. But finally in 1930 

the National Parks Act was enacted which prohibited forever resource 

exploitation in the park. 

However, the National Parks Act did not guarantee that Jasper 

would remain a virgin wilderness. The park had been established for 

the enjoyment of the people of Canada, and they came in ever ~ncreasing 

numbers to visit it. This, of course, meant the growth of facilities 

to accommodate them~hotels, camp grounds, roads, hiking trails and 



184 

ski runs, All development of this sort has been carefully controlled 

by the government to ensure that as little of the wilderness as pos­

sible is destroyed while at the same time allowing people the privilege 

of visiting one of the loveliest natural beauty spots on the continent. 

This growth of an interest in preserving the wilderness and developing 

a policy by which to achieve that goal is the second major theme in 

Jasper's past. 

Today, Jasper is important as a national park preserving a small 

part of the Canadian wilderness, and also by virtue of its position at 

the entrance to the Yellowhead Pass, one of the major transportation 

corridors across the country. These two aspects of Jasper's present 

situation are themes which recur constantly in Jasper's history as 

well. The events and developments of the past two centuries in the 

Jasper Park area are of significance when interpreted in the framework 

of our national transportation history and our national history of the 

conservation movement. Thus, in addition to Jasper's contemporary 

significance as a national park and as a transportation route, it 

appears that it also has a heritage value for Canadians because of its 

historic development. Transportation and conservation are the two 

basic themes linking Jasper's past to Canada's national development. 
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Figure 3. Historic sites of Jasper National Park (author). 



Figure 4. View of Jasper House, 1872, by Charles Horetzky. Glenbow-Alberta Institute, Archives, NA-382-5 
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Figure 5. Construction of Grand Trunk Pacific line in the Jasper area, 1911. Archives of the Canadian Rockies, 
NA-71-1173 
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Figure 6. Railway construction camp at Fitzhugh, 1910. Glenbow-Alberta Institute, Archives, NA-1679-12 
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Figure 7. Lewis Swift's family and cabin in Jasper National Park, 1911. 
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Figure 8. Men and equipment, Jasper Park Collieries, Pocahontas, 1912. 

Provincial Archives of Alberta, 67:92/21 
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Figure 9. Mine at Pocahontas, 1920. Provincial Archives of Alberta, 72:87/2 later changed to A67lb 
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Figure 10. Fitzhugh Lime and Stone Company plant, 1913. Provincial Archives of Alberta, 67:92/22 
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Figure 11. View of internment camp in Jasper National Park, c.1915. Glenbow-Alberta Institute, NA-1044-23 
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