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Ghap, I Bonanza and Eldorados The Last Frontier, 189699,

On the morning of 17 August 1896, a CGalifornian prospector
George Cammac, with two Indian companions, staked a claim on
Rabbit Creek, a tributary of the Klondike. The full import of the
rich gold strike reached the outside world with the docking of the
steamer Excelsior ab San Francisco on 15 July 1897, and of the
Portland abt Seattle three days latery, as ‘t.he' first suceessful
stampeders staggered down the gangplanks lugging suitcases heavy
with gold. fppropriately re-named ¥ldorade, the Habbit Creek
discovery within two years transformed the hamlet at the confluence:
of the Klondike and Yukon rivers into a sprawling mining camp with
an itinerant population estimated between 20 and 30 thousand. The
news of the strike drew as a magnel adventurers, miners, gamblersg
hustlers and canp followers from every guarter of the continent
and indeed from the four corners of the earth.

Dawson ,{named after a government geologist, George M. Dawsom)
a shanty town within 200 miles of the Arctic Circle, in those two
frenetic summers of 1898 and 1899 boasted the lapgest population,
and certainly the most colourful, of any Cenadian community to the
west of Winnipeg. Klondike legends were to inspire the talented bank
clerk, Robert Service, to pen ballads which have won a wrthy place
in Ganadian literature; legends truly, for by the time the young
Englishman reached Dawson, "the days of 198" were already a memory,
a decade in the past. In Service's day Dawson had evolved into a settled

community, whose once booming econony dready felt the pinch of



the lean yeers zheade

But in that bright morning near the turn of the century, Dawson
had all the unbounded confidence of youth, Restaurants, cafes, the
exotic dance halls, hotels, bathhouses, theatres and brothels
gprouted like dendelions, to serve the lusty and uninhibited
appetites of the motley host lured by the lust for gold to this
far corner of Her Majesty's domimion. Among the sundry enterprises
evoked by the stampede in June 1898 were itwo newspapers, printed

on light hand pressesy; aptly named the Yukon Midnight Sun and

the Klondike Nugget, which broke forth in self-confident print

primarily to serve the sprawling mining camps and hopefully, toog
to provide a little news from "the outside," as Klondikers referred to
the rest of the world. A Little over a year later, in July 1899, The

Sun and The Nugget were joined by a third competitor, fated to

outstrip them bobhy a paper which in news coverage, formaty features
and editorial style bore fair comparison with many of the large
metropolitan dailies in the early years of the century. This, then,

1s the story of the Dawson Daily News, bom at the spogee of the

world's last grest gold-rush, a vigorous dally which later boasted
that it had never really had eany substantiasl competition, fated tw
end its career as avillage weekly 55 years laber, To the endy
The News never lost falth in the Klondike,; which for that ’c;a:*ief
sesson made the headlines throughout: the world,

The first chgppter will dedl with the ‘raw mining campg,
boom=town period, 1896 to the turn of the century, when thousands
of ill=conditioned stampeders braved the incredible hardships of
the trall to launch themselves in home-made craft on the turbulent

waters of the Yukon in quest of Eldorado, the city of gold, The
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second will treat of the near ten-year period of political ferment,
agitation for representative government aad reform of the mining
code, to which the Dawson newspapers commlitted themselves to the
hilt. The final chapter surveys the long years wilnessing Dawson's
decline from a still reasonably prosperous miming centre to a ghost
town, yet still served by the indefatigible News, until wl th

the transfer of the territoriazl capital to Whitehorse in
the spring of 1953, the handwriting was indeed on the wall for the
sometime Canadian Barbary Coast.

Pioneers Along the Yukon

The word Klondike, sometimes spelled Klondyke, almost & synonym
for gold, is derived from the Indian ®Throndiuck,™ meaning *hammewr
wabery" caused by the stskes driven across the shallows W secure
salmon nets, The tributary creeks of the Klondike, whose gravel so
caught the imagination of the world, were a part of the Yukon River
system., The parent stream described a great arc more than 2,300 miles
long, rising dove Lake Lindeman within 25 miles of the Pacific, to
enpty into the waters of the same ocean abt Norton Sound; having for a
brief span looped within the Avctic Circles Before. the era of mechanical
transport, it was the fast flowl ng waters of the Yukon which provided
access to the mountain-locked interior,

The first white man to explore this remote region was HRobert
Campbell, in the service of the Hudson's Bay Company, who went up
the Iiard River in 1838, In the 1850s the Company built Fort Yukon
at the mouth of the Porcupine River on the Arctic Circle (#laska),

and Fort Selkirk at the confluence of the Pelly and the Yukon
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(Yukon Territory); the Klondike lay more or less at mid-~point
between these early H.B.C. posts. Robert Campbell found traces of
gold at Fort Selkirk, William Ogilvie, the first Commissioner of

the Yukon, in his Barly Days on the Yukon: The Story of Tts Gold Finds,

tells us that Ceampbell knew there was gold on both the Pelly and
Yukon rivers as early as 1853, Among the early prospectors was
Arthur Harper, who first entered the territory via the lengthy and
arduous Peace and Mackenzie river routes in 1873. Harper joined a
trading partnership with Leroy Napoleon McQuesten and Al Mayo,
for the outfitting of prospectors and miners, Through their efforts,
a string of trading posts was established along the Yukom. The first
gold to be dispatched to the outside wrld, via St. Michasl, Alaska,
in 1880, consisted of tw small nuggets, sent by George Holty in the
employ of the Alaska Commercigl Company. In the same year miners began
entering the territory via the Chilkoot Pass, named after the Chilkat
Indians, Its 3,500~foot summit provided entrance to the territory
from the Alaskan port of Dyea to the south, and together with the
neighbouring White Pass-- named after Sir Thomas White and served by
the port of Slcagway;-~ provided the principal if arduous routes for t he
Future stampeders, Of the two, the White Pass, though crossing at a
lower altbitude, with its series of switchbacks was considered the
more difficult route to the interior,

Pierre Bertony, in his comprehensive and very readable Klondike

The Life and Death of the Last Great Gold Rush, credits the first

important gold strike to two prospectors dispatched by Harper in the

winter of 188687, on the Fortymile River=« so named, along with



contiguous tributaries of the Yukon, because ot its distance from
the key trading post af Fort Reliance, some 15 miles downstream
from Dawson, George Williams, a steamboat man, carried the message
to the outside w rldgmshing out by dog team along the Yukon River
and over the Chilkoot Pass to Dyea., The rigours of the mid-winter
journey proved too much for the intrepid Willlams, who was hanled on
a toboggan on the final lap of his journey by an Indian companion,
only to expire in Dyea with the delivery of his me:s&age‘,2 Williams
was the first of many to perish on those icy passes marking the
boundary between American and Canadian territory; and there were yeb
more in the swirling aad icy waters of the Yukon, where many a tyro

riverman met disaster,

Barly Govermment

With the mounting interest evident in the far Yukon, the Canadian
government wisely decided to waste no time in establishing Canadian
jurisdiction in the territory. In the spring of 1895, William Ogilvie
was commissioned in Ottawa to carry out all requisite surveys,
including an alléijnpor‘oant line across the Hukon River and Fortymile
Creek on the 1lljlst meridian, to serve as the international boundary

pending futwie Canada=U.S. agreement, The Annual Report of the Depart-

nent of the Interior for Year 1896 reported: "Wery rich placer diggings

are nowbeing Worked on the creeks flowing into Sixty Mile, part of which
are supposed to be in Canada."'BAnd in June 1895 Inspector Constantine
of the North-West Mounted Police, was despatched to the Yukon, with a
detachment of 20 men, to maintain law and order in the teeth of an

anticipated influx of unruly stampeders. The story of this incomparsble
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force is as well known as that of the gold-rush itself, The Klondike
was unique in the annals of mining stampedes for the staunch mainten-
ance of law and order in what would otherwise have been a typically
Wild West no-man's land of anarchy and gun duels, There was to be
1little of that in the Klondike, though brawling and fisticuffs were
an inevitable feature of its muddy and dusty thoroughfares.

Inspector Charles Constantine, of the North-West Mounted Police,
first posted to Dawson, was to issue permits to the two principal
trading companies-- the Alaska Commercial Company. & San Francisco
firm established in 1868, and a Chicago concern, the North American
Transportation and Trading Company, founded in 1892. At this early
datey; Inspector Constentine had virtually to carry out all functions
of government personally~-- magistrate, gold commissioner, land agent,,
collector of customse In 1896 D.W. Davis took over as customs collector,
and in 1897 Thomas Fawcett was appointed gold commissioner-~ an
appointment pregnant with trouble in the near future, James M, Walsh,
a native of Brockville, Ontario, who had served for some years with
the police, was appointed the first commissioner in August 1897,
with Justice McGuire of the Supreme Court of the North-West Territories
as chief magistrate. By the summer of 1897, the population of Dawson
had swelled to an estimated 5,000, most of whom were aliens--largely
Americans. The initial influx arrived with the going out of the ice,
16 May 1897, landing by error at the approbriously nemed Lousetown
on the opposite bank of the Klondike from Dawson,

In 1895 the Yukon had been declared a district of the North West

Territories, but by proclamation dated 16 August 1897 all that region
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to the west of the Liard River was designated the Yukon Territory,
quite sepéraxe from the North West Territories, and of course from
the province of British Columbia to the south of the 60th parallel,

On L July 1898 William Ogilvie was sppointed commissioner to
succeed James M. Walsh, and under Section 5 of the Yukon Territory
Act, an appointive Yukon Council was instituted to assist the
commissioner in the administration of the territory. By order in
council 7 July 1898, the functions of the various executive officials
were defined, With the precamntionary dispatch of the Yukon Field
Force to support the police, the Klondike, an outpost of empire, was
now ready for the tidal influx,

Origins of the Gold-Rush

The Carmac strike on 17 August 1896, based on a tip from
a fellow prospector, has been noted at the outset of this paper,
By January of the following winter Ogilvie stated in his report
to the Minister of the Interior that Wit is beyond doubt that 3 pans
on different claims on Eldorado creek turned out $20L, $212 and
$216. . . there are many running from $10 to $50.% He calculated
that with proper sluicing equipment, one man could handle as many
as 1,000 pans per day. Nonetheless, the department accepted these
reports with cantion, for they were based on reports to the commissioner
rather than nis oun observa.tion.,5 By this time Ogilvie observed that
other regions were being forssken for the Klondike, Already, he noted,
miners were becoming close and reticent about their claims, in contrast
to the traditional free and open exchange of information so character-

istic of the Wold timers.," An open traffic in claims, in which they

changed hands many times,



was anobher new feature of the mining camp, as the intimation of
* unprecedentedly rich strikes began to dawg on the remote community,

The winter of 18970 was a hard one , under spartan conditions for
the hopeful few to brave a Klondike w.nter. Food was shory and
relief delayed, The first steamer after the bresk-up, the May West,
arrived with limited supplies only onm 8 June 1898. Eight or nine
steamers followed in rapid succession, bearing the vanguard of the
stampedersy, those lucky enough to escape a fleecing in the dives of
Skagway, hardy enough to have packed the requisite thousand pounds of
supplies and equipment over the killing White and Chilkoot passes
(or well-heeled enough to pay Indian porters at :;-ates in the order of
five cents a pound), and finally those who had made the treacherous
pasgage down the Yukon in often hastily built craft. Some managed on
rafts. The gold-rush was in full spate, though ironically most of the
valuable ground had been staked out the previous season.

Deawson in those 2@-hour long, hot summer days, with a three-
to four=hour bright twilight between sun and sun, must hsve presented
an esmilarati}lg ad fascinating sight to the new arrivals~~ those not
too exhausted or penniless to appreciste the sight, They behelad
a sprawling shack and tent town, wide dusty main street, with frame
shops, cafes, hotels and mushrooming brokerage and insurance offices,
many with the false fronts so much a feabure of the Hollywood film
sete. With neither street names nor numbering, addresses could
only be designated vaguely; many new arrivals spent days searching
for lost partners. Dawson, despite the close and implacable

survelllance of the North-West Mounted Police, could nonetheless only



be described as a “wide-open” mining camp, in which the bars,, gambling
rooms &nd dance halls did a land-office businessg though with the fantastic
prices prevailing thabt summer, and in some measure through the summer

of 899 as welly, one would well wonder who could afford to patronize

them, For of the thousands who set out, few arrived, and of those

who arrived, few indeed found any gold, aptly illustrating the

scriptural injunction, "for many asre called, but few are chosen,W

The newly-launched Klondike Nugget, in its first issue of 16 June

1898, under the heading "The North and the Unsuccessful Gold Digger,
anticipating the influx to come, commented that if this gold~rush
ran true to form, not one man in a hundred would strike it riche In
the future, however, other resources than gold would support the
territoryy in the course of which "no one may be expected to play
a more important part than the man who cane expecting to find gold
and was drisappo:im;ed-‘.“'6 Alas! it was Klondike herself which was to
suffer disgpointment,; but none could foresee this in that feverish
summer of 198, A jeweller's advertisement reflects the spirit of that
far off summer, on the 6lth parallel,

Daylight &1% the time., The only thing that will save you from

too much dissipation is Correct Time, Have your watches

repaired by E. Merman., 7

With eggs at $18 a dozen,chickens $10 apiece, potatoes §l per
pound ,,8 a porterhovge. stesk $8, apples and oranges a dollar eachy,
a simple radish at $I, =md a bowl of tinned oyster stew at $15, even
the harrassed supermarket shopper of todgy would have been aghast
at the prohibitive inflation of a frontier mining town, Cabins rented

for from $75 to $100 per month, and one could have a shave and a
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haircut for $1.50, quite reasonable by current standards nearly

thr ee~quarters of a century later. Do hire a horse and waggon, on

9
the other hand, cost $150 per day. Substantial fare was available,

for those with the money to pay, as the following menu at the

Regina Cafe, for Dominion Day, 1898, indicates:

Consomme, & la jardinidre
Rockpoint oysters,; raw
Gherkins Picalilli
lobster cutles, & la Newburg
Pickled English walnuts
Chicken Salad en Mayonaise
Broiled Moose chops & Champlgnons
Tongues, Roast Beef, Boiled Ham
Bengal Club Chutney
Saratoga Chips
Assorted Cakes &Jellies
Pears Peaches
Edam Cheese
Café
Wines Cigars

To vhich the Yukon Midnight Sun added the following for the comfort

of its readers:
The eatables on the card we publish below and only add the
remark that we hope the reading of the bill will cause no hard
feelings among those who are eating beans and bacon and baking
powder breads 10
S0 high was the cost of labour that travellers reported that restanrants
and roadhouses preferred to serve tinned berries than to pay pickers
to harvest the crop at their doors; that tinned salmon appeared on
the menus of river steamers while the waters they plied teemed with
salmon. A turkey dinner in Dawson the summer of '98 cost $5.
Small wonder that the stampeders yet to strike it rich lived on

beans and bacone

Saloon keepers and gamblers were assured a lucrative living,



as were the dance hall girls who exploited to the full the prodigal and
spendthrift ways of men just in from the creeks. Saloon keepers
were considered a constructive element of society by The Sun; they
employed considerable help, contributed generously to charities and
local projects, and undoubtedly provided a commodity in high demand.,
The paper thought well to print a warning to card sharks in its issue
of L July 1898:
It might be of interest to some to learn that according to the
criminal code in vogue here, a punishment of three years in
the penitentiary is the penalty for cheating in any game of
chances 11

Dawson's Pioneer Press

Glearly seo thriving a community called for a newspaper and in
June of 1898 not one, but two, publishing weekly, were forthcoming,
The two argued subsequently which could rightfully clalm to be
Dawsonts first newspaper. On the basis of the very firs*i; issue,
according to Pierre Berton, the distinction belongs to the Klondike
Nugget, wose enterprising proprietor and editor borrowed a type-
writer to produce his first edition on 27 May :L89&.12 This admittedly

would hardly pass as a newspaper, even by small~town standards.

The Midnlght Sun came out with the first issue from a proper

printing press on 11 June 1898, a diminutive quarter size, 8-page
edition, whose editor and proprietor was G.B, Swinehart., The armual
subscription was $15, ®Minvariably in advance,'™ and 50 cents per

copy. Mining and local items formed the early fare of these ploneer
newspapers, as might be expected, particularly before the days of the
government telegraph line to "the outside™. The first issue of

The Sun did in fact include brief items on the Spanish~American War






