NATIONAL HISTORIC SITES SERVICE

MANUSCRIPT REPORT NUMBER

ACADIAN SETTLEMENT IN THE ATLANTIC
PROVINCES

by

Margaret Coleman

1967
NATIONAL AND HISTORIC PARKS BRANCH

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT



ACADIAN SETTLEMENT IN THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES

MARGARET COLEMAN

1967

I SO— S
f BN
NMEMNIT -
AV L NP E RIS pMrANUSC
o S B N !'kl»."..zf';R!T
AR £ ,.,...(...”_\,r .
M, js T [
G T FHEDIT

B
L
A AT . e —



Acodien Settlsiment in the At;antic Proz}nccs

This sccount of Acadian sgettlement in the MHaritime provinces
is very sketchy and is not meznt to be dsfinitive. There is = great
deal of materisl in the Fublic archiveg of Canada which should be in-
vestigated, mand it would probably be worthwhile to locok at the Acedian
collection being built up at St. Joseph’s University in lioncton.

mhcadia™ changed hands several times before the French residents
were expellad in 17955. The French first sstablished themselves ut
Prgsamaquoddy in 1604 and the noxt year transferred their activities
to Port lkoyzl. DBetween 161Z and 1632 icadia was under the control of the
English, who called it Nova Scotia. The Treaty of St., Cermein-en-Laye
of 1632 returncd it to the French, who held it until 1854 when Zngland
regained pogsession. The province wae formally reuﬁrned to rrance in
1667 but it was not until 1670 that a French Governor actually aseuncd
control. The period between 1670 and 1713, when the inglish took over
permanently, was one vhich saw Acadian settlement spread up to the Minas
Begin, eround Cobequid Bay, up to ths Isthmus of Chignecto and into ths
gouth of present-day New Brunswick., Betweon 1713 and 1758 the patural
increase of the Acadinn porulation brought ebout exransion in the old
arcas and pushed settlement even farther. During this last psriod, however,
-1t is difficult to determine how large the various ssttlements really
were, whether or not the French Censuses were accurate, nevertheless they
were taken and they are a useful guids. Under the hnglish, vague estimates
were made at totzl population but no actual counts vere taken.,

Before ths expulsion there was very little British settlement
in the province. Virtuully ell the British in the province were there

in &n officisl or military capecity.
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ILa Heve (now la Have) and Petite Riviere

The first settlement at la Have was made under the supervision
of Isaac de kazilly in 1632 after the Treaty of St. Germain-en-Laye had
returned Acadia to the ¥rench from the Lnglish. In that year Razilly
was made Lieutepant General for Acadia. Partly financed by the Compagnie
de la Nouvelle France and partly financed by his own company, the
Razilly-Condonnier Company, hazilly ssiled from krance in July 1632 with
three ships. The expedition included about 300 people - sailors, soldiers,
workmen, craftsmen, 12 to 15 families, 6 Capuchinsg and several noblemen.,
Arriving in September, nazilly began work on the construction of a
residence for himself, a store, buildings to house the people and Fort
Sainte-Marie-de-Grace. The Capuchins built a chapel and a $chool. (sSeo

Dictionary of Canadian Biozraphy, 1966, p. 568, Isaac de Razilly) The

Fort was built on what is to-day known as Fort Point - a site which would
command the whole harbour. Apparontly erosion since that time has worn
awey most traces of the fort. (Sce Report # 100 b& Miss C. King).

To help in the establishment of settlement, Razilly sent some
men to clear land at a spot called la Petite Riviére, (still called Petite
Riviére), one and a half lesgues from the Fort along the coast to the west.
Eventually forty people were settled there,

The progress of the settlement was halted when Kazilly died
suddenly at La Héve in 1635. The number of permanent settlers he was
responsible for bringing out hus been estimated ét about 120. (See George
dacBeath's biography of Razilly in DCB, p. 569.) Razilly was succeeded
by Charles Menou d'Aulnay who moved the settlers to Fort Royal where the
lend wes more fertile.

While Razilly was busy with his settlement, one of his lieutenants,

Nicolas Denys, built a dwelling across the bay from Yort roint. Here he
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had about a dozen men working for him cutting limber for export. (Sce

Denys' Description & Natural History of the Coasts of North America, p. 149).

The exact location of this establishment is not certain. The editor and
translator of Denys' book, Williem F. Ganong, suggested in 1908 that it
was close to where the post office of Riverport was situated at that time.

(p. 150),

Charles Menou d'Aulnay died suddenly in May 1650, deeply in
debt to one Fmmanuel Le Borgne. Ie Borgne, as D'Aulnay's creditor, claimed
that he was now Seignior of Acadia, and ceme to the province to make good
his claim,” As part of his attempt to make good his claim and to monopolize
the trade of Acadia, Ie Borgne went to Cape Breton Island and took
prisoner Nicolas Denys who had established a fishing station there. Denys
was taken prisoner to Port Royal via La Héve where his captors were ordered
to burn everything, including the chapel. (See Denys' book, p. 99-100).
Apparently Le Borgne later repaired the fort, probably building
a wooden stockade around the stone remains of the fort. (See Report #1CO0).
At this point the history of the area becomes confusing, and more work
needs to be done to establish exactly what went on at the site,
Acadia was restored to France in 1670. From that time until
the British assumed control permanently in 1713 there does not appear
to have been any settlement to speak of. Several officials during the
last French period tried to re-establish Ia Héve but their requests fell
on deaf ears and nothing had been dohe when the ¥nglish took over. Governor
Perrot wrote in 168% that the remains of the fort, chapel and houses

were still visible. (Public Archives of Cenida, MG, ¢1lD, vol. 2-1, p. 50.)
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The 1671 Ceugus lists no resideuts at La Héve. The Censuses of the

1680's list a few inhabitants (numbers vary between 3 and 20) who were
occupied in fishing and fur trading and who, according to De Meulles,
traded with the Fnglish who supplied their provisions. (CllD, 2-1, p. 123).
Covernor Villebon wrote in 1699 that there were only two families living

there. (J.C. Webster, sicadia at the End of the Seventeenth Century, p. 135).

Bonnaventure in 1701 referred to habitants cultivating the land there
but doedn't say how meny. (C11D, 4-1, p. 209). And when, in 1720, the
engineer Paul lMascarene made a detailed reﬁort on the state of Nova
Scotia, he mentions La Héve only as a possible éeat of government.

It would appesr, therefore, that the only significant Acadian settlement

at La Héve was that brought in by Razilly in the 1630's.

Merligash (Mirlagaiche, Merliguish, etc.) =~ Iunenburg

Merligash appears to have been a settlement which really
developed during the English period, but which had disappeared es early
as 1753, Governor Hopson reported in 1753 that because of "former
settlement™ there there were three or four hundred acres of land cleared.
As recently as 1749, however, Cornwallis had reported that on his way
to Halifax he had seen several families living in comfortable wooden

houses covered with bark at Herligash. (See Bell, v, P, The "Foreign

Frotestants™ and the Settlement of Nova Scotia, p. 403). There were

a few people there during the last French period, but not many, and they
do nct seem to have been farmers., The 1686 Census lists only 19 people

et both Merligazsh and Le Héve, and these 19 cultivated only three arpents
of lund. Gurgas in 1687-88 listed 10 urcopeans and 11 Indians cultivating

only ¥ arpents of land at lierligash.
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Port Rossignol (Liverpool Harbour)

One of Isaac de Razilly's lieutenants when he came to La Have
with & party of colonizers in 1632 was Nicolas Denys. Soon after his
arrival, Denys, in rartnership with Kazilly, began a sedentary fishing
operation at Fort hossignol, now Liverpool Harbour. Seizure 6f his ship in 1635
by the Spanish King, however, caused too great a financial blow for the
enterprise to teke, and it seems to have been abandoned.

Denys himself does not clearly indicate the site of his

establishment., The editor of his Description & Natural History of the

Coasts of North fmerica, w. F. Ganong, suggests that it was near Brooklyn

Nova Scotia, just north of where the wharf was situated at that time. (1908).
No further mention of further settlement appears in any of

the Acadian censuses, but they were not always complete. The Intendent

De leulles wrote in 1685 that the English were using an island at the mouth.

of the sey (Coffin Island) as & fishing stetion, but he mentionned nc

French settlers.

Care Sable

(1) Fort la Tour (Fort St. Iouis)

After the dcath of Charles de Biencour de Foutrincourt about
16£3 Charles de Seint-lstienne de la ‘lour took charge of icadia. Soon after,
he built a post at Cape Sable called Fort lomeron after David lomeron,
his commercial agent in France. This post was important as the sole french
estebliskment in the province during the 16£0's when the nglish rossessed
acadia and as the only French estublishment in "New France" between 1629

and 1635 when the English controlled Quebec.
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In 1628 four French supply ships heading for Cape Sable were
captured by the British and their passengers werc taken prisoner to
England. L= Tour's father Claude was among these. Claude de la Tour
soon joined the British cause and returned to sacadia in 1630 with two
ships which attacked Fort Lomeron but failcd to take it. Soon after-
wards two French suprply ships with a relief crew arrived and workmen
began strengthening and enlsrging the establishment which some say was
renamed Fort La Tour or Fort St. ILouis. (i.e. George Mac®eath in his

biography of Charles de la Tour in the Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 1966,

P. £9%). Some say however that this fort was a completely new one.(see

later). La ‘four eventuully allowed his father and his £nglish wife to

come to Cape Sable and live in & house he had constructed outside the

fort. Outside the fort l& Tour also developed a.garden of peas und wheat,
The exact location of fort St. Iouis had not been established

definitively. <rom the description of Nicolas Lenys ( See Ganong's

translation of his work, p. 131, 133) it would appear that it was on the

east side of sarrington say, not in what is known as Yort La Tour. (See also

He. L. D'Entremont's The Baronnie de Fomcoup and the icadians, 1931, p. 81).

After the lreaty of St. Germain-en-leye in 1632 wcadia was
restored to the Freuch and Isaac de Razilly was sent to the province with
a group of settlers. (See notes on La Héve). An arrangement was made with
the Comragnie de la Houvelle ¥rance to divide the jurisdiction of these
men, both of whom hud received commissions «s governor from the Company.
Rezilly wes to control La Héve «:nd Fort Royal and lLa Tour St. John and
Cape Sable.

In 1631, encouraged by recent attention paid to aAcedia by Francé,
la Tour began a Fort Sainte-iarie at the m.uth of the St, John Kiver and in

1635 transferred his headguarters thsre.



The period between 1635, the year of Razilly's death, and 1650,
when his successor Charles de Menou d'Aulnay died, was one of bitter
struggling between La Tour and d'aulnay for control of scadia. After an
armed clash between the two, La Tour was ordered to France to explain
his ections while d'Aulnay was ordered to administer ILa Tour's forts.
Although Ia Tour did hand over Fort La Tour at Cape Sable, he refused to
go to France and took refuge at his fort at the St. John. D'inlnay burned
Fort la Tour in 1642, keeping the contents for himself, and, according‘
to D'intremont, the foundations could still be seen on the "sand hills"

at Barrington 3Bay in 1931. ( D'IEntremont, p. 21).

(2) B.ronnie de Fomcovp (Pubnico)

after d'Aulnay's death in 1650 La Tour went to France where he
succeeded in re-establishing himself in royal favour and in having his
commission as governor restored. In 16E1 he returned to scadia with a
group of colonists including his friend Yhilippe Mius d'Entremont. In 1653
he granted to d'¥ntremont the territory between Cap Négre (Cape Negro)
and Czp ¥ourchu (Yarmouth) as the "Baronnie de Yombcoup"™. sccording to

Clement Cormier, d'kEntremont's biographer in the Diétionary of Canadian

Biography, a "feudal custle was built near the entry to the natural harbour
of Fubnico, on the east side." H. L. d'Entremont, one of this d'Fntremont's
descendents, suggests that this was the site of the original Fort lomeron
and thet Yort St. Iouis (Fort Ia Tour) wes not in fact an enlargement of
Fort lomeron but an entirely new fort on a new site.

In 1624 the British took acadia a&nd Charles de la Tour was taken
to Ingland. &sccording to most accounts nhe and his wife returned to Cuve

Sable where he lived quietly until his death in 1666,
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The name Cape Sable which is used in the censuses of acadia
seems to include the whole area of the "Baronnie de Fombecoup" so it is
difficult to rlace settlement exactly. It is probable, however, that it
centersd around the "castle" at Iubnico. The settlement seems to have
been a small and quiet one with little contact with the rest of sacadia.
D'Entremont himself in his later years went to Fort Royal where he died,
bequeathing ﬁis title to his son Jacques. At the time of the 1671
census there were three families (including d'Entremont) comprising 14
people. (FAC Acadian censuses, G22, vol. 466 pt. 1, p.ﬁl). A description
of ths coast in 1686 says that at "poubonicoeur", 6 leagues from Cape
Sable, there were five families composed of 18 people. (P4C NGL C11D,

1 part 2, p. 13). according to the De Meulles Census of 1686 lists 15
people there, The sons and daughters of la Tour and d'Entremont had
maerried each other. Governor Ferrot wrote that year that la Tour's sons
were poor, but had been brought up like peasants and were happy just to
say thet they owned lund. (MG1, CllD, 2-1, p. 49). By 1687-88 there were
£2 Luropeans and £4 Indians in the Cape Sable area. (Gargas' Census,

quoted in lMorse, acadiensa iova vol. 1, p. 144-55), These inhabitants

must have chiefly traded in fish and furs, there being only 4% arrents
under cultivation, When Governor Villebon visited there in 1699, however,
he found the settlers growing wheat and peas and raising horned cattle,
sheocp and pigs., There was also a water mill, (liebster, J. C. iAcadia at

the End of the Seventeenth Century p. 134).

After the British took over llova Scotia in 1713 the icadians
at Yubnico secm to have lived quietly without much contact with anyone
except the New Englanders with whom they traded fish and furs. In July

1727 they took an oath of allegiance to Britain. asccording to d'Entremont,
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their only link wiih their counirymen was through .he occasional

[ 5]

visivs of a missgionary.

By the time of the expulsion in 17)) I'Intremont sug
thatv there were #)0 people in che Pubnico area, Iv was apparently
their cusiom ¢o spend the winter at Pubnico hut in the summer to
gpread oul along the shorus as far as Zaccaro Passege (Tarringion
Fay), living in roush log cabins with ihaiched roois and no cellars,

The Pubnico area was ncet touched in the iniiial expulsionjin
Sepltember 1755. In April 1756 howsver a forc: uncer Jzdediah Prebble
took avoue TO rpeople prisoner in the DRaccaro araa and‘sent them <o
Iansachus2lis, (D'En?rcmont, Do 95). In Sopismber 1758 Col., XMoncion
tool: bewwren 60 and 70 people from Pubnico and seni them to Halifazx:,
At this time the whols settlement wag alparanily curneac. In June 1759

anovher expediiion ook 152 residents from tha Pubnico and Ch:unok

(Chobosue) area and aft.r keeping them at Grorge's Island in Halivax

=t

1=t

=
2

uvn-il Yovember, shipped them 1o ‘ngland. Som: of Acaciens vwho were

3

scni 1o Liassachis siis rewurnsd o the area in 1766,

Port Royal-snnapolig Royal area

The first settlement in the Annapolis sasin was that of the Sieur
de Monts and Samuel de Champlain in 1605. It was &t the site of the present
Port Royal, opposite Goat Island. This establishment was destroyed in
1613 by Samuel isrgall from Virginia.

The second colonizing venture was that if Sir William Alexander
and his gon in the late 1620's at a site called Scots fort near the French
site,

In 1632 acadia was returned to fﬁance, and in 1635 Charles ienou

d'Aulnay succeeded kazilly as lieutenant general for the king., Shortly
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thereafter d'Aulnay established a fort at the site of present-day
Annapolis Royal. Until 1713 it was this site which was known ag Port
Royal, and after 1713 as aAnnapolis Royal. Vith d'Aulnay's encouragement
the settlers from La Heéve and Petite Riviére gradually moved to

Port Koyal where the land was more fertile. The centre of the FPort
Royal area lay around the fort but settlement developed along both

sides of the Annapolis River, and population figures for Port Royal
usually refer to the whole river.

At the time of the 1671 census there were 358 people (68~
families) at Port Royal and it was the onlj ma jor settlément in the
country., By 1701 its population hasd risen to 456 but it had been
surpassed in numbers by the Mirnas area. (See PAC MGl, G22, vol. 466, pt.i,
p. 169). By 1714 there were 915 peopls.

Settlenent appears to have developed in & long line set back
slightly from the river. (The Acadians preferred where possible to dyke
marshlands along rivers and bays and farm these fertile lands rather than
uplands.) Because settlement was so spread it i3 difficult to relate
it to present-day villages. In 1710-11 a detailed map was made (reprinted

in appendix F t¢ volume 2 of Morse's 4Acadiensa Nova) which shows all the

houses along the Annavolis River,

At the time of the expulsion in 1756, 1600 Acadians were crowded
into ships &nchored near Goat Island. This does not, however, represent
the entire population of the Port Royal area becauss here many residents

escaped to the woods.

Minas3 area
Settlement around the ilinas sagin is difficult to pinpoint too.

llogt of the French censuses refer to "ifinas" - and what was meant by this
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term was not always the same thing. Up until 1701 it included what
settlement there was around Fisiquid (Windsor) and the area around the
end of Cobequid Bay. Around the Minas sasin, as at Fort Royal, the
Acadians preferred to farm the lowlands rather than the uplands, and
houses tended to be set back from the water on higher ground than the
marshlands. Settlement did spread aloné the nabitant Creek, running
west from Canning, along the Canard River and elong the Cornwallis River.
The marshlands south of ivangeline bBeach were syked and farmed. The
gettlement known as Grand Pré probably centered around the present-day
Grand Fré but extended in a string betwsen Horton and wolfville along
the edge of the marshlands.

As growth took place the areas of Fiziquid and Cobequid ceme
to be known separately and "Llinag" came more to mean the area betwee:
Horton and the Canard River. "Minas" outgrew Port Royal as & centre of
population and eventually became the real centre of ncadian activity.

At the time of the expulsion Colcnel Winslow rounded up and deported

over 2100 people from "ilinas".

Fisiquid -  (Windsor)

The search for more marshlands to farm which had pushed settlem=snt
from Port Royal up to "Minas" pushed settlsrs to the Yisiquid (wWindsor)
area towards the end of the seventeenth century. This became another
ma jor Acadisn settlement and was the site of Fort Edward, erected by the
british in 1749 to keep an eye on the local residents. Settlement was
not confined to the present town of Windsor - it spread along both sides
of the. Ste. Croix River and along the ascension and nvon Rivers. At the
time of the.expulsion Captain iurray deported over a thousand habitants

from the Fisiquid area.
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Petite Riviere - (wWalton River)

There was some Acadian settlemsnt to the east of what was called

Petite Riviére, which appears to be the modern walton River.:

Vil Cheverie

Vil Cheverie, on the east side of the Avon River, was the site

of & small ncadian settlement. The village still goes by the same name,

Schubenacadie

This was rmainly an Indian centre, at which Le Ioutre established

a church, but there may have been some Acadian settlement there too.

Hped,
Noel, which still beérs the same name, seems to have been a sizesble

French settlcement.

Sobeguid,

The area &t the east end of Cobequid Bay seems to have been
knocvn as Cobsquid although settlement here is divisible into smaller
settlements, After 1700 Cobequid too beceme & major centre of Acadian
ropulation. The individual settloments are shown on a 1756 map of the
area between Baye Verte and Iunenburg. (H2/202 at Public Archives). On

the south shore, near the end of the Bay was vil la Bourge. At the end

of the Bey in the Truro area were two more small settlements, vil Bois

Brulé and vil au Coins. Moving around to the north shore there was vil

Deux Gatts, rrobebly just north of the modern North River, and Vil
Nigegepish in the Belmont region. At Ia Pariosse, at the site of the

present-day Masstowq, was located a church which served the area.
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Between Masgtowun and Fortapique there were several small gettle-

ments which I could not relate to rresent-day towns. Liore ressarch

't § ,
must provide some answers here. These settlements were Vil le Cadens,

A4

vil Petit Iouis Iecnpue Epée and Le Bourg.

Vil Forcupine and Cap Porcupine were probably the present-day Fortapique

end the Cape to the east.

Vil Conomie was at the modern site of Economy. There was also some

settlenent on the east gide of Economy Point.

During the ¥rench period references to Beaubassin applied to
all scttlement in areas which later became known as distinct villages.
In any case settlement during the Yrench period was probably more
concentrated around the Liissaguash River than it was by the 1740's &and
1750's when Acadians were moving in from the older settled areas such as
Minas and #nnapolis in an effort to find new land and/or avoid the
British. Between 1750 and 1755 sacadian settlcment in the Isthmus was
at its greatest.

A great deal more work could be done on settlement in the
Isthius of Chignecto. There are a large number of French and English
sources in the irchives which deal with the period immediately before
1755‘and these probably contain much useful information. This account
is bascd largely on accounts proeceding 1713, on Acadian Censuses and

on J. C. Webster, whose work is not infelliblc and often lacks doccumentation,
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Webster quotes a census of 1754 which wuas prepared for him by Flacide
Gaudet; an eminent Acadian Feneologist. This census would be very useful
and more trustworthy if we knew where Gaudet obtained his figures.

The first settler in Chignecto was one Joseph Bourgeois who
had come to Acadia as a surgeon gbout 1640 and who moved to Chignecto from
Fort Royal soon after 1671. Several of his relatives and other colonists
soon followed and they established themselves on the forest-covered
ridge on the east (south) side of the Missaguash River. (This would be

along the edge of the Fort lawrence ridge.)

Ile a la Valliere

In 1676 Michel Le Neuf de lz Valliére, a Canadian gentleman
born in Trois-Riviéres, was given as a seigneurial grant the entire
Isthmus of Chignecto. He made his headquarters on what was then known
as Ile de la Valliére and later called Tonge's Island, an area of
higher ground surrounded by marshlands. De Meulle's map of 1686 shows
three houses on this "isglend" which was at the Cumberland Basin end of the
Fort Cumberland (Beauséjour Ridge). During the early 1750's the French
at Yort Beausé jour always kept a small guard there. J. C. llebster wrote
in 1930 that this eleveted land then formed part of a fafm and theat until
recently "remains of cellars of the old French houses could be seen at

the southern end.” (Webster, J. C. The Forts of Chignecto, 1930, p. 14)

Chignecto - Beamubassin

Until the mid-eighteenth century settlement at Chignecto probably
centered on the ridges on either side of the Missaguesh River. (These are

the Fort lLawrence and Fort Cumberland ridges). when the Intendent De






