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Historical Report 



PREFACE 

Controversy surrounding the future use of the central 

portion of the Halifax waterfront prevailed in the city 

through much of the 1960s. By late 1968 plans for a 

sewerage outlet and a southward extension of the 

intended harbourside freeway had been superseded by a 

commitment to retain and restore the complex of 19th 

century waterfront buildings between Duke and Buckingham 

Streets. This report was prepared in partial fulfillment 

of a legal agreement between the Department of Indian 

Affairs and Northern Development and the City of Halifax 

regarding this restoration. It was a part of the 

document presented to the City on August 1, 1972 by the 

Department, which contained the specifications for 

restoration proposed by Restoration Services, Technical 

Services Branch. The study attempts to explain and 

document the historical role and associations of the 

several buildings of the complex. It undertakes, 

furthermore, to distinguish their architectural features 

and structural alterations. 

I wish to thank the many people of Halifax and 

Ottawa who have given me such willing assistance in the 

preparation of the historical report. I am particularly 

grateful to Mr. R.J. Fisher of Pickford & Black, 

2 



Mr. Louis Collins and Mr. Gilbert Hutton of the Halifax 

Landmarks Commission, Miss Phyllis Blakeley, Miss Lois Yorke, 

and Mrs. Virginia Clark of the Public Archives of Nova 

Scotia, and Dr. Charles Armour of the Dalhousie University 

Archives for their help and suggestions. I am, moreover, 

indebted to the Restoration Services Division, Technical 

Services Branch, especially architects Mr. Martin Weil and 

Miss Gouhar Shemdin, for architectural information and 

useful criticism. 

I wish also to acknowledge permission to publish 

various extracts from copyright manuscripts and books 

granted by the Controller of H.M. Stationery Office, London, 

the Phoenix Assurance Company, the Canadian Imperial Bank 

of Commerce, and the Regents of the University of Wisconsin. 
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INTRODUCTION 

From the founding of Halifax in 1749 until at least 

World War I, the portion of the Halifax waterfront 

designated for restoration was associated with men 

and events prominent in the commercial and civic life 

of the city. Aldermen and mayors, legislators and 

councillors, consuls and a member of parliament have 

all had business offices there. Merchants and shipping 

men of international connection and repute have centred 

their firms there. The owners of the more northerly 

wharf have consistently been men of extensive commercial 

interests and high repute. Those of the more southerly 

wharf have been men, in addition, of great wealth and 

significant influence. 

Moreover, activities on the wharfs have been 

associated with many aspects of the city's development. 

The SHANNON'S storied capture of the American frigate 

CHESAPEAKE, whose stores and provisions were auctioned 

on Collins' wharf, stimulated the town's new confidence 

derived from prosperous trading during the Napoleonic 

wars. The sailing of the first Nova Scotian ship to 

India from Clark's wharf in 1825 denoted expansion of 

the province's shipping to the Seven Seas, the basis of 

2 
its mid 19th century prosperity. The Nova Scotian-

5 



built DAYSPRING, moored at Collins1 wharf in 1863 before 

departing for Australia and the New Hebrides, symbolized 

the province's strong religious heritage. By the late 

19th century carts and waggons, horses and men lined 

Water Street daily to carry their goods to and from the 

pioneering steamers run by Pickford & Black to the West 

Indies. (Fig. 42) From sailmaking and shipbuilding to 

lobster packing, lumber importation, and the voluminous 

dry goods and grocery trade which flourished or failed 

according to economic fluctuations, the wharfs have 

known the many long, and sometimes short, term interests 

of the Halifax commercial community. 

They have, furthermore, many legendary associations. 

From privateering to rum-running they have reflected 

proximity to the sea and the town's strategic location. 

The mid 19th century owner of the southern wharf was 

himself a man of whom many stories have been told. 

Reputedly by influence of the Lieutenant Governor of the 

day and in the interest of the province, Enos Collins 

was seated at the conservative but influential Council 

Board and married to the daughter of the future Chief 

Justice and niece of the Bishop of Nova Scotia during 

the 1820s. With one of the several Nova Scotian 

fortunes acquired from patriotic privateering during the 

6 



Napoleonic Wars, he invested in commercial enterprises 

and transacted in property for more than half a century 

until, when he died in 1872, he was believed to be the 

4 
wealthiest man in British North America. 

The southern wharf -- whether Brymer's in the late 

18th century, Collins' in the early and mid 19th century, 

or Pickford & Black's in the late 19th and 20th century 

— was always one of the most important on the Halifax 

waterfront. Though not apparently the most significant 

of the town, it was the focus for the central areas of 

the waterfront, of which the Plant wharf on the south 

and Cunard's wharf on the north were the contrasting 

foci. It was in many respects a typical wharf of the 

town, differing from others primarily in its volume of 

trade and its solidity of construction. Fancifully 

considered to have been constructed of stone brought 

from the French fortress at Louisbourg, the buildings 

about to be restored remain a tribute to the foresight, 

wealth, and influence of their 19th century creators. 

7 
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THE RESTORATION SITE 

For more than two centuries, the restoration site 

has reflected the physical, commercial, and urban develop

ment of Halifax. In its history may be seen the 

extension of waterfront properties to meet the demands 

of a busy shipping center in the ages of sail and steam. 

The contraction of the wharves in the mid 20th century 

also records the transition from sea to air travel. 

Site 

When Halifax was founded in 1749, the present wharf 

property was part of the harbour. On the site to the 

north which was later the Ordnance Yard, a nine gun 

battery was soon erected as part of the town's defences. 

The area along the shore south of the battery, however, 

remained unfilled as far as Ephraim Cooke's wharf at 

the foot of Duke Street. (Fig. 1) In 1753 Cooke sold 

the southern portion of his extensive waterfront lot, 

210 ft. by 96 ft. east of Hollis and between Duke and 

2 
Buckingham Streets, to James Creighton. In the same 

year he returned to England where he turned over all 

his remaining property in Halifax to his creditor, 

Stephen T. Janson. Three years later the remaining 

waterfront portion of his lands returned to Haligonian 

ownership in the hands of Governor Charles Lawrence who, 



in turn, sold it three years later to Thomas Saul, one 

of his ardent political supporters as well as the 

prosperous army provisioner and navy victualler at 

Halifax. The property, 134 ft. by 81 ft., was north of 

Creighton's and apparently extended from Hollis Street 

3 
to the water's edge. In front of it, Saul obtained 

permission of the Governor's Council in 1759 "to erect 

or build a Wharf or breast work...to begin from the 

Battery and to extend Southward before/T-theJsaid Saul's 

House One hundred and sixty nine feet." In 1779, 

having been resident in England nearly twenty years, 

Saul transferred his property in Halifax, including the 

waterfront lot and the breast work in front of it, to 

Alexander Brymer. Although Brymer was already one of 

the principal merchants of the town, the wharf then 

standing between the battery and Cooke's wharf appears 

to have been south of his property line. (Fig. 2) By 

the mid 1780s, nevertheless, Brymer had erected two 

wharfs on the property on which he also had a number of 

stores. (Fig. 3) These two wharfs formed the basic 

configuration of the wharfs which stand today, although 

they have been both broadened and extended in the 

succeeding two centuries. 

In 1790 Brymer, not only an eminent merchant but 

9 
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also son-in-law of Lieutenant-Governor John Parr, 

obtained the grant of a wharf lot opposite the property 

which he had purchased from Saul. This extension of 

his lands measured 

on Water Street... north fourteen degrees, west 

one hundred and sixty two feet, then at right 

Angles nine feet, three inches, then northerly 

ten feet ten inches, thence north, sixty degrees, 

east three hundred feet into the Harbour of 

Halifax which makes the northern bound line, 

and bounded southerly by Creightotfs wharf, 

course north, seventy six degrees east three 

hundred feet into the Harbour, and bounded on 

the east by a line drawn from the respective 

ends of the North and South line. 

The grant represented the first transfer of ownership 

of this property from the Crown to a private citizen 

and superseded the restrictive clause of Saul's 

authority of 1759 which had not granted ownership and 

which had made the wharf subject to stringent regulations 
g 

of the Governor and Council. The definition therefore 

encompassed the wharfs which Brymer had already erected 

and extended his property 300 ft. east of Water Street 

into the harbour. A decade later Brymer sold the lot 
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he had purchased from Saul and the wharf lot granted 

him in 1790 to the influential Haligonian merchants 

9 
Thomas, James, and William Cochran. Shortly after the 

death of their senior partner, James and William Cochran 

transferred the property, in settlement of their debts, 

to William Smith of Smith, Forsyth & Company who sold 

it immediately to Robert Lester and Robert Morrogh, 

merchants of Quebec and part of the Phyn, Ellice & Inglis 

mercantile network of London, with which Smith, Forsyth 

& Company were also connected. The property transferred 

in 1803 to Lester and Morrogh did not, however, include 

the 134 ft. by 81 ft. block west of Water Street; it 

encompassed only the wharf lot east of the thoroughfare. 

It is this land which was sold in 1806 to Charles Prescott 

and William Lawson in common and later divided between 

John Clark and Enos Collins. The wharf property 

granted to Brymer in 1790, and not the earlier land 

belonging to Cooke, Lawrence, and Saul, therefore 

constitutes the western portion of the present wharfs. 

The eastern portion of the wharfs falls within 

four later water lot grants -- one to Prescott and 

12 
Lawson in 1809, two to Pickford & Black in the late 

19th century, and one to Margaret E. Wood by the early 

20th century. (Fig. 19) By 1803 the wharf later known 
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as Collins', that is the southerly portion of Brymer's 

wharf, had already been extended beyond the eastern 

property boundary, and in 1809 it was partially filled 

on the north side to enable Prescott and Lawson to 

construct the stone foundation of the building which 

was only 17 ft. south of the property line drawn the 

13 following year. At the same time Prescott and Lawson 

had the bar of the ell-shaped wharf of 1803 removed and 

the wharf lengthened a further 50 ft. (Fig. 5) From 

1810 until Confederation the wharf remained at this 

length, ca. 400 ft. from the east side of Water Street. 

(Figs. 8, 9, 11, 12) Shortly thereafter the Seetons, 

14 owners since 1865, increased it ca. 225 ft. further, 

at which length it remained until nearly the mid 20th 

century. (Figs. 13) In the early 1950s when Pickford & 

Black quitted the steamship business, they had the wharf 

cut back to its present size. At that time they estimated 

that its annual upkeep was costing the firm $10,000. 

The wharf later known as Clark's, that is the northerly 

portion of Brymer's wharf, had many more, though shorter, 

extensions than had the Collins' wharf. By 1803 it had 

already been considerably extended beyond its length of 

twenty years earlier to ca. 300 ft., and in 1809 a further 
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extension was intended. If erected, it had been cut back 

to its length of 1803 before 1830, and in the following 

thirty years it was increased only ca. 50 ft. (Figs. 3, 4, 

5, 8, 9, 11) In the mid 1860s, however, it was lengthened 

to reach ca. 340 ft. from the east side of Water Street 

and before 1878 a further ca. 80 ft. into the harbour. 

Two later additions of ca. 80 ft. each extended it to 

ca. 500 ft. by 1895 and ca. 580 ft. by 1914. (Figs. 12, 

13, 14, 15, 16) This appears to have been its greatest 

length, and by 1939 it has been cut back to ca. 375 ft. 

from Water Street. 

Streets and Sidewalks 

Initially a mere path along the beach which must 

either have traversed Cooke's property or run along the 

beach at the water's edge, Water Street by 1779 ran 

east of the town blocks including that owned by Saul 

and Creighton southwest of the Ordnance Yard. (Figs. 

1, 2) Its route remained unchanged until 1811/12 when 

the way through the Yard was blocked and the street 

rerouted to its present figuration. No alteration 

appears, however, to have occurred to the road in front 

of Clark's, Prescott's, Collins', and Creighton's 
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wharfs at this time. In the years following the 

rerouting, citizens frequently complained about the 

impassable state of the thoroughfare which was laden 

with mud and sometimes underwater. In 1816/17, as a 

result, the street was regraded and apparently raised. 

A decade later, however, the improvements had been worn 

away by heavy traffic, so that in 1830 Water Street 

was again repaired and the surface lines permanently 

fixed. At this time the streets commissioners reported 

that they had required all obstacles such as steps, 

porches, and cellar doors, to be removed from within 

18 
the bounds of the road. 

By 1830 Captain William Moorsom reported the 

roads in Halifax to be generally macadamized. As early 

as 1810, 200 tons of paving stones had been demanded 

for the repair of the streets, and fifteen years later 

1,000 tons of stones as well as sand and gravel were 

needed. In 1839 Hugh Murray kindly described the 

roads as "now generally spacious, the principal one 

well paved, and the others macadamized," although in 

the mid 1850s the disgruntled F.S. Cozzens considered 

that "the middle street was in its original and 

aboriginal clay." In the early 1840s J.S. Buckingham 

found the streets dusty and remarked upon them being 
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mostly unpaved. Isabella Lucy Bird, an English 

woman, discovered them at mid-century to be not only 

littered but sometimes in an "almost impassable state", 

19 as when she "waded through them ankle-deep in mud." 

Making allowances for poetic licence in the travellers' 

journals, it is evident that Halifax had attempted, if 

not very successfully, to put a more or less permanent 

covering upon most of the streets in the central 

portion of the town. In 1850 some streets, however, 

still did not have sidewalks, and those which existed 

were mostly made of wood, as was common in the Canadian 

towns. Buckingham complained that many of them were 

in "a most dilapidated and neglected state," while 

Cozzens observed that they were neither bricked nor 

paved with flags as they would have been in an American 

20 seaboard city. An experiment with flagstones 

reputedly imported from Scotland was made, but 

disintegration of the stones under heavy frost 

21 
apparently caused it to be abandoned. 

During the latter half of the 19th century, both 

road building and sidewalk construction proved 

22 
controversial subjects in Halifax. New legislation 

of 1861 provided both a structure and a mode of 

financing to replace the former road taxes and nearly 
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independent streets commissioners. The new appointees, 

for the first time fully responsible to City Council 

and financed from City revenues, initiated the use of 

broken stone for road building in place of the "worse 

than useless material" employed in the past. They also 

put into effect for the first time legislation providing 

for the construction of brick sidewalks. Although it 

is not clear that brick sidewalks were in fact laid in 

Water Street, the importance and the heavy traffic of 

the thoroughfare suggest that during the long period of 

their continuance such walks were installed along the 

waterfront road. Because of the frequent and costly 

repairs required for the bricks, however, gravel side

walks were also introduced in the town, and by the mid 

1880s some experiments, under the direction of the City 

Engineer E.H. Keating, were performed with asphalt and 

other materials. In the early 1890s, when the street 

was paved, new tar and concrete sidewalks with granite 

curbs were laid on both sides of Water Street. These 

again proved short-lived and expensive to maintain, and 

by the early 1900s the City Engineer recommended cement 

concrete in their place: by 1907 it was extensively 

used, and by 1915 a cement concrete sidewalk, 5 to 6 ft. 

wide, extended at least to the southern edge of the 
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Pickford & Black property. 

Road building presents a similar story of debate 

and experiment, although fewer changes were actually 

put into operation. After the more than 18,500 bus. 

of broken stone were used in the repair of Water Street 

in 1861/62, macadamizing with stone broken by city and 

prison labour remained the principal mode of road 

building in Halifax for the next thirty years. Keeping 

the streets in good repair required constant and 

expensive upkeep within a limited budget. To this end, 

Water Street was watered daily, cleaned weekly, and 

thoroughly macadamized in 1875-78 and again in 1883-5. 

Yet the roads were still, according to the weather, 

either muddy or dusty. In 1880, pointing out that the 

maintenance of Water Street alone required thousands of 

loads of hand broken stone every year, the City Engineer 

recommended that it be paved with blocks of wood or 

stone, preferably with granite. During the next decade, 

however, Water Street was ordered not paved but 

gravelled. The experiment proved a failure, as the City 

Engineer advised the Mayor and Council late in 1889: 

"It would be cheaper and better to remove the so-called 

gravel that is now being landed for that street, at 

once from the wharf to the dumping ground, rather than 

to spread it over the roadway to form the intolerable 
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23 nuisance it does on the first wet day." In the early 

1890s two experiments were performed in paving with 

granite blocks, and in 1895 the more satisfactory mode 

was applied to Water Street between the Ordnance Yard 

and Morris Street. Porphyry was laid upon a concrete 

foundation and topped with granite paving blocks (setts), 

brought from the Shelburne quarry. At this time the 

whole street was brought to proper grade, and the curbs 

straightened. This surface remained well into the 20th 

century, until the present road surface was laid, mainly 

over top of the granite blocks. A 6 in. granite step 

in front of the Simon's building is said to have been 

24 
covered over at this time. 

The Wharf 

No early descriptions of either Collins' or Clark's 

wharfs have been found. Some picture of them can, 

however, be derived from newspaper advertisements 

offering their stores to let and from descriptions of 

25 other wharfs advertised for rent or sale. In the 

early 19th century and until Collins began erecting the 

ranges of stone stores near Water Street in the mid 

1820s, the southerly wharf was headed on either side by 

a house and shop or office, while easterly of these 

there were stores. Elsewhere there were a cooperage, 
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The wharf was dirty, unlighted, and under 

repair, covered with heaps and full of 

holes... A large gateway, lighted by one 

feeble oil-lamp at the head of the wharf, 

was then opened, and the crowd pent up 

a blacksmith's shop, a store with "an excellent fish 

2 6 
screw", and, perhaps housing one of them, a red store. 

From 1825 the "Halifax Bank" stood at the north head of 

the wharf, while beyond and opposite it were stone and 

wooden stores. Firms of importance, like Fairbanks & 

Allison and Pickford & Black, usually occupied the south 

head, and commission merchants, auctioneers, and sail-

makers regularly leased the more easterly premises. A 

variety of tradesmen probably also rented portions of 

the wharf stores. By 1831 Clark's wharf to the north 

had a small ell-shaped building at the south head and 

a large enclosed yard extending around the "Privateer's 

Warehouse" from about the centre of the wharf to the 

harbour. On the north side were two wooden stores. 

(Fig. 9) 

A harassed Isabella Lucy Bird landing from a 

Cunard steamer in the 1850s has provided a vivid 

glimpse of the physical form of a wharf and its 

bustling activity. 
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behind It came pouring down the sloping 

road. There was a simultaneous rush of 

trucks, hand-carts, waggons, and cars... 

it must have been fully half an hour 

before we had extricated ourselves from 

this chaos of mismanagement and disorder, 

by scrambling over gravel-heaps and piles 

r „4 v 27 

of timber... 

Gates at the heads of wharfs do not appear to have been 

uncommon. James Forman's wharf in 1855, for instance, 

could be "completely closed in... when required from 
2 8 

the Street side." In 1865 Collins' wharf had a gate 

which ran from near the east end of the Pickford & 

Black Building to the south-eastern corner of the 

Collins Warehouse. It may, however, have been removed 
29 before 1876, and its appearance is unknown. A type 

of gate in use along Water Street is illustrated in a 

late 19th century photograph of Dwyer's Wharf. (Fig. 

43) 

Like the Cunard Wharf, the Pickford & Black wharf 

sloped towards the harbour. (Fig. 37) By the late 

19th century, the surface between the Pickford & Black 

Building and Collins' Bank and Warehouse, running east 

from Water Street, appears to have been packed earth 
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or gravel. (Figs. 23, 28, 37) Beyond the two buildings, 

however, the wharf was planked. (Figs. 28, 31, 34) 

Planks 10 in. wide running east and west overlaid 18 in. 

by 18 in. timbers, which were set into earth and ran 

north and south. The timbers were waterlogged so did 

not rot, but the planked deck required annual repair. 

This surface remained until the mid 1940s when earth was 

laid on top and the wharf paved east from Water Street. 

30 
In the 1950s a second paving occurred. The earth 

31 
surface remembered on the Central Wharf dated from at 

least the early 20th century. (Fig. 41) 

Although there was no sidewalk north of the Simon's 

Building, (Fig. 41) by the 1890s wooden sidewalks ran 

alongside the Pickford & Black Building, the Bank, and 

the "Red Store". By the turn of the century they had 

been extended in front of the Collins Warehouse. The 

entrances to the Bank and Warehouse and the "Red Store" 

were two steps above the level of the wharf, although 

those of the Pickford & Black building were level with 

it. Posts for tethering horses stood on either side of 

the wharf near Water Street, where ca. 1890 an old lamp 

standard remained. Farther down the wharf, the head of 

a cannon protruded from the decking at the south west 

corner of the "Red Store" to protect it from the heavy 
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wagon traffic. The wharf appears normally to have been 

kept clear of obstacles except for an occasional barrel, 

(Figs. 23, 28, 37) although in the early 20th century 

lumber merchants who occupied premises in the stores 

32 left their lumber stacked outside. By the 1850s both 

Collins' and Clark's wharfs had private fire plugs, and 

during the many waterfront fires of the early 20th 

century a fire engine was regularly stationed on 

Pickford & Black's wharf.33 

The Water Level of Halifax Harbour 

Analysis of records accumulated by the Tides and 

Water Levels Section of the Department of Energy, Mines 

and Resources indicates that "a rise of mean sea level 

34 by 1 ft. v"*«0. 3 m) per century" is occurring at Halifax. 

Their computerized table of monthly and yearly means 

shows that while the ten year average 1920-29 was 

3.57, that for 1960-69 was 4.09. R.J.D. Mackenzie of 

that department advises that 

The Halifax tide gauge was not operated between 

1906-1919, although recording commenced in 

1896. These earlier data were not used in the 

investigations because of their general 

unreliability. It was felt that a backward 
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projection of the trends established over 

the past 50 years would provide more 

reliable levels than using observed data of 

35 doubtful accuracy. 
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PICKFORD & BLACK BUILDING 

The stone warehouse on the south side of the wharf and 

fronting Water Street has stood unmoved for nearly a 

century and a half. Its appendage to the south, less 

than half a century old, has already settled four 

inches. Such is the call to permanence of the four 

storey building erected in 1830. 

Historical Information 

This structure was not the first on the site. 

In the mid 1780s three of the stores Alexander Brymer 

had on the wharf stood in this significant location. 

(Fig. 3) In the loft of one of them the prominent navy 

victualler at Halifax, John Grant, stored biscuit, 

pease, and flour. By 1803, when Quebec merchant 

Robert Lester attempted, unsuccessfully, to sell the 

property to the British Ordnance Department, there was 

2 
"a neat and compact Dwelling House and Good Stores" 

on the spot. (Fig. 4) Part of this establishment was 

apparently occupied until 1809 by the glass and 

crockery warehouse in which Michael Forrestall featured 

a variety of tumblers and "a few neat and elegantly cut 

oval Dishes and Pickle Urns" imported from London. 

Mrs. Ann Bell then "fitted up and furnished /_the 
3 

dwelling^ in a genteel manner" as "a House of Entertainment." 
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From 1819 to 1823 William Skinner rented the house and 

4 
premises, while in 1827 G.P. Lawson carried on his 

trade with the southern states in pitch, tar, staves, 

and shingles from the office at the head of the wharf 

and the store on the south side. By 1830 the house 

and stores were occupied by the firm of Pringle & 

Downie. These, as well as "the next building occupied 

as a Sail Loft, and Cooperage," were demolished that 

year, and the materials, except bricks and foundations, 

sold. In their place Enos Collins, owner of the 

south side of the wharf since 1811, immediately erected 

the present stone edifice. 

Toler's map of Halifax, published in 1830, 

provides the first evidence of the new "immense range 

of stone stores" that appeared on the wharf. (Fig. 8) 

In July of the following year they were lauded as 

amongst the most conspicuous of recent improvements to 

the town which afforded "undeniable evidence of the 

extension of /~its"7 commerce." By the spring of 1831 

the warehouse was the scene of auctions and private 
Q 

sales. E. Collins & Company probably occupied the 

building from shortly after its completion until the 

dissolution of the firm, by Collins' retirement, in 
9 

1833. Thereafter, the wharf experienced the economic 
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depression which enveloped the Halifax business commu

nity during the mid 1830s, and in 1836 the building 

seems to have stood vacant. William Fairbanks and 

Jonathan C. Allison, the continuing partners of Collins' 

firm, united in 1840 with David Allison, the surviving 

partner of Joseph Allison & Company; as Fairbanks & 

Allisons, they rented the premises until 1855. They 

pursued the trade of their predecessors, sending ships 

regularly not only to North American ports and Britain, 

but also to the West Indies and occasionally to South 

12 America, Iberia, India, and Russia. From the latter 

Fairbanks & Allison imported, for instance, 2500 bushels 

of prime red wheat, 100 pieces of Russian sail cloth, 

two bales of black grain skins, and one case of furs 

consisting of cloaks, gloves, and cloak linings; the 

13 piece de resistance was a case of reindeers' tongues. 

In 1855 S.A. White & Company moved from the head of 

Clark's wharf and continued their commission trade at 

14 
the head of Collins' wharf until 1863 when Collins 

sold the property. From 1863 to 1876 it was both owned 

and occupied by Joseph and Robert Seeton, commission 

merchants and agents for the Inman Steamship Company. 

In the latter year, Pickford & Black, a recently 

established and aggressive firm of ship chandlers, 
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purchased the property. Taking advantage of the 

transition from sail to steam, they transformed the 

office facing Water Street into a busy shipping agency 

where a variety of international lines as well as their 

own passenger, freight, and mail steamers were booked. 

With the former Cunarders ALPHA and BETA, Pickford & 

Black established a regular steamship service between 

Halifax and the West Indies. They also ran ships to 

Jamaica, Demerara, and Turk's Island bringing to Nova 

Scotia tropical fruits and sugar products in exchange 

for the lumber, fish, and flour of North America. 

Nearer home they operated lines to Prince Edward 

Island, Cape Breton, and Newfoundland. By the early 

20th century they were believed to be the second largest 

owners of tonnage in the Maritime Provinces, and in 

their office the prestigious Lloyd's agency was 

located. The partners of the firm also held other 

influential positions and significant reputations. For 

instance, in addition to being the consul for Panama, 

William A. Black was a Conservative member of the 

Nova Scotia legislature from 1894 to 1897, the repre

sentative for Halifax in the House of Commons from 

1923 until his death in 1934, and a federal cabinet 

minister in the Meighen administration. 
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A series of commission merchants, including the 

18 former owners, rented the adjoining stone warehouses. 

Swelling of grain stored damp by one of these tenants 

during the late 19th century is said to have caused 

19 some of the beams to split. The principal occupants 

of the warehouse during the 20th century were 

Messrs Bryant & McDonald, tea merchants, whose premises 

could accommodate their product to an estimated value 

20 
of $100,000 in 1909. Subsequently, this firm 

21 amalgamated with Morse's Teas, ~ which also owned the 

fine early Victorian stone building opposite the head 

of the wharf. (Figs. 32, 46) 

Architectural Information 

The Pickford & Black Building reflects the 

practical-mindedness and foresight of its original 

owner, Enos Collins. Set upon a six foot stone 

foundation, the thick outer walls were constructed of 

the "ironstone of Acadia," popular and prevalent in 

22 early nineteenth century Halifax. The roof was 

23 
pitched "to keep the snow off" and made of slate. 

Within, heavy timber beams measured 18 in. square, and 

gable brick fire walls subdivided the 132 ft. length 

into three essentially separate warehouses. (Figs. 14, 
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15, 16) The structure was designed, therefore, to 

withstand not only weathering but also the most 

destructive urban enemy of the age, fire. 

As late as the 1890s, much of the principal style 

of the original building remained; the north view 

revealed its balanced proportions. (Fig. 23) Three 

sets of wooden loading doors marked the main divisions. 

Each was topped by a dormer containing a hoist, and 

each ground floor door afforded access to the building. 

The only interruption of this neatly executed pattern 

occurred where the most westerly door was exchanged 

with the window west of it. Forty windows, which 

allowed light to reach the interior, otherwise 

symmetrically flanked the loading doors in horizontal 

and vertical rows. The double hung sashes contained 

six panes per sash, except on the upper storey where 

the topmost sash had only three. The quoins of both 

the doors and the windows were made of sandstone. Four 

pipes capped with ornate cornices offered drainage from 

the narrow eaves trough. (Figs. 22, 23) 

By the 1880s, several alterations had, however, 

25 
updated the appearance of the building. Mastic 

covered the west front and the north wall as far as the 

first loading doors, that is, the exterior walls of 



30 

Pickford & Black's office. (Figs. 22, 23) The pillars 

flanking the glass-topped west door suggest that the 

renovations belonged to the classical revival of the 

previous decade. The windows north and south of the 

door each contained a single sash of nine large panes, 

while the three older, smaller windows to the north 

each had six similar panes; the windows of the upper 

storey remained unchanged. Unornamented drain pipes 

carried off the accumulations of the overhanging eaves 

trough. (Figs. 22, 23, 24, 25) A hipped truncated 

roof connected the Pickford & Black building with the 

2 6 
Black Brothers' brick structure which abutted to the 

south by 1862. (Figs. 14, 15, 21, 22) The sides of 

the roof were slated and its false top wooden (Fig. 14) 

or tarred. A skylight of wood covered with zinc and 

situated "in the front on the top" gave access to the 

27 
roof. Above towered two huge stone chimnies. 

(Fig. 23) Within, old ironclad doors, with the metal 

partly off, blocked the apertures in the fire walls, 

and by the mid 1890s openings 30 in. by 30 in. had been 

cut in several portions of brick walls. A hot water 

heating system and a hoist in the easterly warehouse 

had also been installed. (Figs. 14, 15) 
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The greatest alteration to the structure occurred 

as the aftermath of a devastating fire which "gutted" 

the edifice in 1904; only the "strong, well built walls" 

of the "fine stone building" were left standing (Fig. 32) 

when the seven hour conflagration was finally exting-

2 8 
uished. Renewal began immediately on what the owners 

modestly described as "more convenient premises than 

29 
even those occupied before the fire." The original 

one storey office facing Water Street was opened to 

double storey height, lending grandeur to a successful 

firm nearing the zenith of its power. Three broad and 

full length windows along the west wall brightened the 

office, while similar desk-to-ceiling level windows 

supplanted the small apertures in the north wall. The 

door remained in its northerly location, though its 

small lobby may have been added at this time. Extensive 

changes were also made to the interior decor. A 

delicately ornamented ceiling replaced the previous 

heavy wooden beams, while pressed tin, popular at the 

turn of the century, covered the walls in place of 

plaster. (Figs. 25, 26, 27) Through the enlarged 

window in the central section of the warehouse, specta

tors might watch the employees of Bryant & McDonald 

30 
blending and tasting teas. A motorized hoist was 



32 

also installed on the east side of this warehouse. 

(Fig. 16) A flat composition roof topped the modernized 

structure (Fig. 50) on which the mastic or stucco 

32 covering was renewed. 

A transfer of the ownership of Pickford & Black in 

1936 was followed two years later by further alterations 

31 to the century old building. The south wall of the 

office was opened and an archway constructed to give 

entrance to a double storey appendage to the south. At 

the same time not only the entrance to the office but 

the casing of the door itself was removed from the 

wharf passageway to the southwest front. Executive 

offices along the north side were subdivided off the 

main room, and a mezzanine in the addition replaced a 

spiral staircase in the southeast corner. The new 

president, Ralph P. Bell, successfully obtained a 

sufficient further supply of the existing tin wall 

covering from the manufacturer to sheath the expanded 

32 interior. 

The Pickford & Black building remained in 

possession of the firm whose name it bears until expro

priated by the City of Halifax in 1968. 
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CARPENTERS' SHOP 

The buildings on the south front of the Pickford 

& Black wharf appear always to have been of a secondary, 

though not insubstantial, nature. Lying outside the 

"brick district," they were consistently constructed 

of wood during the 19th century. 

Historical Information 

When Quebec merchant Robert Lester attempted to 

sell his property east of Water Street to the British 

Ordnance Department in 1803, there appears to have been 

an enclosed dock rather than a building at the south

eastern end of the wharf. (Fig. 4) By 1810, approxi

mately 100 ft. of this dock had apparently been filled. 

(Fig. 5) Either upon it or opposite it, Edward Foster's 

new blacksmith's shop was probably erected the following 

year, where he and his sons offered services as "Ship-

Smith, Mill Smith, House-Smith, Anchor-Smith, Axe, 

2 
Edge, Tool, and Screw Maker." The south front of the 

wharf seems again to have been partially cut back 

towards its length of 1803, for its eastern end measured 

only 200 ft. from Water Street in 1830. (Fig. 8) The 

building then on the site, occupied as a sail loft and 

3 
cooperage, was demolished that year when Collins had 

the south side of his wharf cleared to make way for the 
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range of stores he erected at its head. 

The structure which stood on the site by 1831 

reached from the water's edge on the east to adjoin the 

Pickford & Black stone warehouse on the west. (Fig. 9) 

This building overlooking the harbour was one of the 

"King's Warehouses" which served local merchants during 

the years when Halifax was a free-warehousing port. 

From the early 1830s Drillio and Longard used its upper 

floor for their sail-making, while from time to time 

the lower floor was occupied by one of the several 

auctioneers situated on the wharf. In 1836 the 

4 
assessable value of the building was £800. 

By the early 1860s, when commission merchants 

Joseph and Robert Seeton bought the east and southwest 

sections of the wharf from Enos Collins, the building 

on the site housed George Drillio's sail loft and 

probably contained on the lower floor William Ackhurst's 

auction rooms. The wooden store of the 1860s does not, 

however, appear to have been the same structure that 

stood on the spot thirty years before. It was slightly 

longer than the earlier building, and a partial wing on 

the southeast extended over filled land which reached 

several feet beyond the extremity of the building. 

Unlike its predecessor, it did not therefore reach to 
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the water's edge. Nevertheless, like the building shown 

in 1831, the wooden structure of the 1860s was narrower 

than the stone warehouse to the west. (Fig. 11) The 

west end of the front structure measured approximately 

38£ ft. and apparently adjoined the Pickford & Black 

warehouse rather than, like its successors, using the 

wall of the stone edifice as its own. The building 

appears to have remained as late as 1876 when Robert 

Pickford and William A. Black purchased the property. 

Within two years, a much longer structure extended 

from Pickford & Black's stone warehouse to the water's 

edge, where the east end of the building was in line 

with that of the "Red Store" opposite. (Fig. 13) Two 

distinct buildings were apparently contained within 

this elongated frame. The westerly one adjoining the 

Pickford & Black stone warehouse was three storeys high 

and had a composition gable roof. Windows along its 

north wall overlooked the wharf. (Fig. 14, 21) By the 

mid 1890s the building had been remodelled, and numerous 

double hung sash windows, spasmodically interrupted by 

larger windows and loading doors, replaced the earlier, 

sparser lighting. The exterior of the structure was 

clap-boarded. (Figs. 23, 28, 32) The larger easterly 

building, although approximately the same height as its 
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companion, contained initially only two storeys 

beneath its composition gable roof. Three windows were 

shown on the upper floor, and a single loading door in 

the centre of the east end afforded access to the water. 

(Figs. 14, 21) When remodelled during the early 1890s, 

the main room was divided into three floors, and the 

small eastern section, which had originally been a coal 
g 

shed, was split into four levels. (Fig. 15) The 108 

9 
ft. length was topped by a shed style composition roof, 

and the words SAIL LOFT painted in large letters 

across the harbour end. A double hung sash window was 

the only aperture in the east end. (Fig. 29) Along the 

north side a plain trimmed, double hung sash and a 

taller, narrower, shuttered window opened onto the top 

floor. On the ground and second levels there were no 

apertures in the eastern end of the north wall. (Fig. 30) 

About 1870 Thomas Forhan had succeeded to Drillio's 

sailmaking quarters on the southeast side of the Pickford 

& Black wharf and by the late 1880s tenanted the 

"commodious premises" on the top floors of both struc

tures. The westerly one constituted his "spacious sail 

loft, 30x60 feet in size" where he employed twelve 

hands in "the leading firm in making the sails for 

yachts in Canada". The easterly one served for storage 

of the ships' wares in which he also dealt -- canvas, 
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Architectural Information 

The building presently on the front of the wharf 

12 
dates from 1905 when it replaced the mutilated timber 

frame and clapboarded west end which survived the fire. 

(Fig. 32) The new two storey structure was constructed 

principally of wood. The westerly portion of the south 

wall was, however, composed of concrete and the west 

wall formed by the 3 ft. thick extremity of the 

Pickford & Black stone warehouse. Elsewhere the walls 

measured 2^ in. (Fig. 16) The exterior covering of the 

building had a blocked appearance suggestive of the 

pressed tin sheathing which remains, but it appears to 

have been unpatterned. A nearly flat shed roof topped 

corkwood, ships' blocks and running gear. In the 

lower floors Pickford & Black warehoused their ship 

chandlery goods. By the mid 1890s, when Pickford & 

Black had established themselves as a shipping agency, 

the premises were occupied as a customs warehouse to 

store goods destined for transshipment in bond or for 

delivery to city merchants upon payment of the duty due 

upon them. When a devastating fire reduced the whole 

structure to "huge piles of smouldering debris" in 1904, 

the warehoused goods were valued at $30,000. 
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the structure. The eaves were trimmed with a boxed and 

decorated cornice as were the two projecting pediments 

which contained hoists above the loading doors on the 

north side. The vertically boarded loading doors had 

long metal hinges, and the lower door, which did not 

reach the ground, was fitted with a large lock. Equally 

spaced wooden buffers separated the two doors. Two 

plain trimmed doors led from a railed landing east of 

the loading doors to the second storey interior. 

Midway between the two sets of loading doors was a 

plain trimmed lugsilled 8/8 window on each floor. 

(Figs. 33, 34) Doors and windows also patterned the 

more western portion of the north wall. (Fig. 49) A 

drain pipe between the two small eastern doors reached 

from the roof to the ground; its main floor section 

appears to have been encased. A second drain pipe hung 

about the same distance east of the more westerly 

loading doors. (Figs. 33, 34) Two windows on the 

upper storey and one on the north side of the lower 

storey overlooked the harbour during the late 1920s, 

but a decade later the latter had been closed up. 

(Figs. 48, 52) The ground floor served a variety of 

merchants for warehousing their groceries, dry goods, 

and lumber, and was sometime, like its predecessor, a 
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13 bonded warehouse. About 1915 the carpenters' shop 

from which the building has derived its title occupied 

the second storey. (Fig. 16) 
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COLLINS1 BANK AND WAREHOUSE 

Collins1 Bank is undoubtedly the most renowned of 

the historic structures in the complex area. Home of 

the Halifax Banking Company for more than 75 years, its 

connections with the commercial development of Halifax 

were rich and intimate. 

Historical Information 

By the mid 1780s Alexander Brymer already had a 

structure in this convenient location. (Fig. 3) It 

does not, however, appear to have been the same building 

which stood on the site in 1803 when Robert Lester 

offered "a neat and compact Dwelling House with good 

Litotes" to the British Ordnance Department. (Fig. 4) 

Archibald McColl's "Wholesale Store", which stocked a 

large assortment of English and Scottish merchandise, 

2 

probably occupied these premises between 1801 and 1805. 

From 1806, when Charles Prescott and William Lawson 

purchased the wharf, until 1812, when Prescott, Lawson 

& Company was dissolved, the building apparently housed 
3 

their "stores opposite the Jerusalem Coffee House". 

During these war years they traded actively with London, 

Madeira, and the West Indies as well as with American 

and Canadian ports. In 1813 Joseph Allison, the 
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continuing partner of Prescott, Lawson & Company, and 

Enos Collins, owner of the south side of the wharf, 

united in a prosperous partnership which lasted twelve 

years. In addition to their profitable transactions 

during the late Napoleonic War years in prize vessels 

condemned by the Vice-Admiralty Court, Collins & 

Allison regularly imported groceries and dry goods 

from the United States, the West Indies, and Great 

Britain. The firm was also busily engaged as shipping 

agents, while the partners were apparently active as 

well in insurance, exchange, and real estate transac

tions. In 1822 both men were elected to the Committee 

of Trade and selected members of the newly formed 

Chamber of Commerce; three years later they were 

amongst the eight original partners of the Halifax 

Banking Company. Subsequently both were seated at the 

oligarchic twelve member Council Board. 

By 1825, the year in which the firm of Collins & 

Allison was dissolved and in which the Halifax Banking 

Company was formed, the stone edifice known as "Collins' 

Bank" was already standing at the head of the wharf. A 

number of factors enable the historian to date the 

building with considerable accuracy. First, no evidence 

has been found to support the contentions that the 
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o 

structure was erected by 1806 or by 1812. Collins 

apparently did not own the property on which the building 

9 
stands until 1821 or 1822; yet, the similarity in 

architectural style between the Bank and the Pickford 

& Black Building erected in 1830 suggests that they 

were the work of the same designer for the same owner. 

T.B. Akins dated the structure to 1823, and a legal 

agreement drawn in mid 1854 stated that the building 

had been standing for thirty years. The small number 

of tenants assessed on the wharf in both 1823 and 1824 

implies that building on the north side of the wharf 

may have been in progress in both years. The edifice 

first appeared on Toler's plan of the north and south 

suburbs in 1830 and then on a more detailed map of the 

area in 1831. (Figs. 8, 9) 

A. Collins' Bank 

When the Halifax Banking Company announced its 

opening in September 1825 "in the new stone building 

12 owned by Mr. Collins", " it was not the chartered 

corporation it had hoped to be but a partnership of 

eight men whose personal wealth assured the business 

community of the institution's integrity. A monopoly 

until the establishment of the Bank of Nova Scotia in 

1832, the Halifax Banking Company soon acquired 
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significant London agents and British West India 

connections with which it dealt extensively in 

exchange. The partners also had other influence nearer 

home, however, as "Omicron" pointed out in The 

Novascotian: 

Z_The_/Bank has controul (sic) over nearly half 

a million of property, or they hold securities to 

that amount. Now, taking into consideration 

the influence the members of the establishment 

possess in the Council, will it be denied by 

any man that the proprietors of the old Bank 

possess the majority of power in the town and 

Province, and are capable by their weight, to 

13 carry almost any political question. 

Although the Bank's political power was reduced during 

the movement towards responsible government in the 

1840s, it remained, nevertheless, a private company 

for a further 40 years. Its periodically redrawn 

partnership agreements reflected the transition from 

the older generation to the younger, but did not 

otherwise substantially alter the operations of the 

"Halifax Bank", as it was then known. Expansion into 

branches throughout the province followed incorporation 
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in 1872, and by the late 1870s the second generation 

partners had also withdrawn. From then until 1903, when 

the Halifax Banking Company amalgamated with the 

14 Canadian Bank of Commerce, its assets increased 

nearly tenfold, although its capital remained compara

tively small and its banking practices conservative. 

From at least the mid 19th century, the Halifax 

Bank building housed not only the Bank but also private 

offices. These may have existed from 1825 or the early 

1830s, for Enos Collins is reputed to have kept an 

office on the wharf from the time of his public 

retirement until his death forty years later in 1872. 

From the mid 1860s, offices, apparently on the ground 

floor, were also occupied primarily by partners of the 

Bank who were at the same time Collins' immediate 

family. For at least twenty years, for instance, 

Collins1 son-in-law P.C. Hill, while mayor of Halifax 

and a Liberal member of the provincial legislature, 

maintained an office there; he had, however, removed 

before he became premier of Nova Scotia in 1874. 

Likewise, Collins' eldest son, Brenton, a lawyer like 

Hill, kept an office in the Bank Building from 1863 

until he retired to England in the late 1870s. Two 

members of the Allison family, insurance agents, also 
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occupied an office during the 1870s. After a three 

year vacancy the Halifax Banking Company expanded into 

the premises, and the Bank retained them until 1908 

when the Bank of Commerce moved to its present edifice 

on George Street. During the next seven years the Bank 

building appears to have been occupied only in 1912, by 

the Merchants' Bank of Canada. Thereafter it was 

rented by Gunn's Pork and Beef Packing Company and 

18 
before 1920 by Roue's Mineral Water Factory. 

W.J. Roue's first interest always appeared to his 

companions on the wharf to be ships rather than bottling, 

and in this building he is believed to have designed 

19 the racing schooner BLUENOSE. 

B. Collins' Warehouse 

The stone warehouse on the north side of Collins' 

wharf was never only the home of the Halifax Banking 

Company. The easterly half of the building was occupied 

from 1825, as the whole edifice apparently had been 

since its erection, as a store and warehouse. E. Collins 

& Company, in which Enos Collins was the senior partner 

and William B. Fairbanks and Jonathan C. Allison the 

20 
juniors, occupied the premises from the spring of 1825. 

Their busy trade included goods brought by the brig 

INDUS from St. Petersburg, France, and Gibralter, but 
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the firm's name is more infamously known by its petition 

for a drawback on imported liquors which provoked the 

21 

"Brandy Dispute" of 1830. During the 1830s the ware

house appears to have been occupied principally by 

Joseph Allison & Company, a partnership of Joseph Allison 

with his brother David, which traded extensively in 

Iberian wines but also dealt in Canadian and West India 

22 
products. Cochran & Company offered a wide variety 

of groceries, construction materials, and ships' wares 

23 for sale at the warehouse in the 1840s and 1850s, 

while after 1857, the local manager, William H. Creighton, 

carried on in his own name until the late 1870s. He 

apparently occupied the same store, where he imported 

"Charente, Brandies, Rotterdam Gin" and later acted 

more generally as a commission merchant and an official 

24 
assignee. This warehouse appears also to have been 

the stone store which the British War Department rented 

for h 150 per annum in 1862-3.25 

One or more of the commission merchants located on 

the wharf continued apparently to occupy the building 

during the late 19th century. J.P. Cox & Company, for 

instance, leased a part of the premises for a quarter 

century from the late 1880s to house their milling and 

flour agency, while in the early 20th century Charles 
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Harvey carried on his wholesale grocery and fruit trade 

there; (Fig. 15) like Cox, he had developed an extensive 

2 6 
provincial business. From 1906 until the late 1920s 

27 

part of the building was used as a bonded warehouse, 

of which the carved CUSTOM WAREHOUSE on the lintel 

remains a sign. C.E. Choat & Company, grocery brokers, 

occupied the other portion from 1910 until the property 
2 8 was transferred in the 1940s. 

C. The Property 

When the property was sold in 1943 to Halifax 

real estate broker Melvin S. Clarke, the Bank and 

Warehouse had been owned by successive generations of 

the Collins family for more than 120 years. For half 

that time, the lands had been administered, for instance 

29 by the Eastern Trust Company, in the absence of the 

owner. That the registered deed of 1811, transferring 

the south side of Charles Prescott's wharf to 

Enos Collins, was then applied to the property on the 

north side of the wharf, which Collins also owned, is 

therefore understandable. A careful reading of several 

deeds makes evident, however, the confusion between the 

two properties that occurred when the northwest side of 

the wharf was sold in 1943. First, the south boundary 

of the water lot granted to Prescott and Lawson in 1809 
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was the same south boundary as that described, in 

reverse directions, in the deed of transfer from 

Prescott to Collins in 1811. Therefore, the north 

division line described in the deed of 1811 and running 

north 76 degrees east 450 ft. from Water Street into 

the harbour fell near the centre of Prescott's, later 

Collins', wharf. Moreover, this north division line 

was clearly not the south boundary of the wharf sold 

by Prescott and Lawson to John Clark in 1810, which 

ran north 74 degrees east (Fig. 18) and was confirmed 

as the division line between the two properties in 

30 1822. The property on which the Bank and Warehouse 

stand was not then the land sold to Collins in 1811 

but rather that transferred from Prescott to Collins 

31 by a presumably unregistered deed of 1821 or 1822. 

Melvin S. Clarke immediately transferred the 

property through Darcy Sullivan to Sullivan Storage 

Company which owned the warehouse until expropriated 

by the City of Halifax in 1968.32 In 1947, however, 

Sullivan Storage Company sold the western half of the 

edifice to the Bluenose Bottling Company, successor 

to Roue's earlier Mineral Water Factory. Two years 

later, the building was again transferred, to the 

Cleveland Realty Corporation, from which Donald C. Keddy 

first leased and then purchased it. Keddy's electrical 

supply firm owned the western portion of the building 
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33 until it was expropriated in 1968. 

Architectural Information 

Erected of local ironstone in 1823 or 1824, the 

three storey building bore a hipped slate roof with a 

cornice, spouts and conductors extending under and 

34 beyond the eaves. The walls - 25 in. thick on the 

first floor, 21 in. on the second floor, and 17 in. on 

the third (Fig. 16) - were formed of two layers of 

35 stone filled with rubble in mortar. Sandstone belts 

marked the floor levels, while the second and third 

storey windows of the Warehouse and the three small 

parallel windows on the south side beside the 

westerly loading doors suggested the original pattern 

of openings along the south and west sides of the 

edifice. The ironstone filled aperture on the west 

wall, which resembles a loading door, (Fig. 37) implies 

that the western as well as the eastern portion of the 

structure may originally have been intended as a 

warehouse and a store. A brick fire wall divided the 

interior into two almost equal sections. (Fig. 15) 

Alteration to the building may have occurred very 

early in its history. After a robbery in "Messrs. 

Collins & Co.'s Counting House" in 1829, security was 

probably increased. Perhaps the upstairs safe, whose 
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door matches that in the Pickford & Black office, was 

then added. The old main door of the building, possibly 

in the casing headed BANK, may also have been installed 

at this time. The door 

was of wood sheathed inside with iron, the 

outside being studded with large iron bolts which 

went through the door and clamped the large 

cross-bars of iron on the outside of the 

door to the inner sheathing, the length of 

the key representing nearly the thickness of 

the door. ...when the iron hinges got rusty 

it was with great difficulty that the door 

37 could be moved". 

Although in 1905 the cashier of the Halifax Banking 

Company believed the old door to have been original, so 

early an alteration was then beyond living memory. The 

large key to the door was "of English manufacture" and 

was "believed to have been in use from the founding of 

the bank in 1825 until about 1881, when more modern 

38 
methods were adopted." Moreover, a safe-makers firm 

of Toronto, when consulted in the 1910s, dated the keys, 

either Barron's or Bramah's, from 1800 to 1834; they 

considered the locks to which they belonged to have been 
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constructed by "the foremost manufacturers" and to 

39 have been "recognized as the very best of their time." 

If, as reported, however, the fc 1200 burglary in 1849 was 

40 
effected with skeleton keys, the locks in use in 1880 

may not have been installed so early in this building. 

Significant alteration to the building did occur 

about mid-century. According to an agreement of 1854 

between Enos Collins, owner of the Bank and Warehouse, 

and William Clark, owner of the property adjoining to 

the north, a crowning roof, intended to be zinc, was to 

be constructed over the buildings; it was to unite the 

ridge of the existing roof of the Bank and Warehouse with 

that of a similar hipped slate roof to be erected on 

Clark's stone structure then under construction. 

(Fig. 39) At the same time, the skylights on the north 

side of the roof of the Bank and Warehouse, which would 

be covered by the crowning roof, were to be replaced, in 

"the same number and kinds," on the south side over-

41 looking Collins' wharf. The roof, built apparently 

with a composition crown, gave the appearance of being 

a single hipped truncated roof above the two stone 

edifices. (Figs. 21, 37, 41) A photograph taken about 

the turn of the century showed it with three shingled 
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hoistway dormers, but no skylights, on its south side. 

(Fig. 37) There was also a fourth dormer on the east 

hip. Three brick chimneys - one above each of the 

fireplaces at opposite ends of the warehouse, and one 

in the western section of the building - topped the 

structure. (Figs. 37, 49) 

The alteration of the western portion of the 

building from a three storey structure with parallel 

rows of small windows into a double storey banking hall 

with two storey windows on the lower floors has not 

been positively dated. While the transformation may 

have been carried out for the second generation partners 

in the 1850s or 1860s, the changes may instead have 

followed the incorporation, appointment of new directors, 

and expansionist mood of the 1870s. As no architectural 

evidence has been found to suggest that the double 

storey windows were shuttered, the iron shutters which 

were "closed from the outside and then fastened inside 

by an iron bar" appear to have belonged to the older, 

42 smaller windows before their removal. 

By the turn of the century, the small third floor 

windows appeared with sandstone quoins, lugsills, and 

3/6 sashes. The five long windows were topped, beneath 

plain heavy lintels, by transoms; they also had sandstone 
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quoins, lugsills, and three panes of glass. (Fig. 37) 

The door labelled BANK, at the southern edge of the 

front, probably contained the new locking arrangements 

to which the cashier of the Halifax Banking Company 

referred. 

The eastern warehouse portion of the building had 

also been altered by the 1890s. The westerly loading 

doors on the first and second floors had been filled 

by cement and had two different window types in their 

centres. That on the second floor appears to have 

followed the pattern of the other second storey windows 

of the Warehouse and have been a 2/2 double hung sash, 

while that on the main floor had a double window set 

into the door opening. In place of the ground floor 

loading doors beneath the middle and easterly dormers, 

there were respectively a plate glass window and a 

doorway. The other main floor apertures had also been 

elongated. Two window wells were evident at the 

basement level of the Warehouse. (Fig. 28) The fact 

that the belt course stopped beneath the northerly 

window on the west front suggests that there was once 

a window well there (Fig. 37); at least one other on 

44 
the south west side of the building is also reported. 

Two major alterations to the structure have 
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occurred in the 20th century. On Christmas Day, 1934, 

a fire, which caused an estimated $30,000 damage to the 

building and its contents, swept through wooden parti

tions on the upper floor, feeding upon empty boxes and 

straw stored there. The fire began in the western 

section of the building, but spread north and east to 

the Simon's Building and Collins' Warehouse respectively, 

45 destroying the hipped truncated roof. A flat roof 

with cornices subsequently replaced it. At the same 

time a fourth storey of brick (Fig. 19) was added to 

the Warehouse, and the windows on the east end were 

bricked up. (Fig. 53) No other major structural 

alterations have been made to the Warehouse since the 

mid 1940s.46 

The western section of the building, on the other 

hand, has been extensively changed to suit the needs of 

tenants and recent owners. In the early 1860s, in 

addition to the Bank on the ground floor, there had 

been an office "over (the) Halifax Bank" and another 

advertised as being in the "Halifax Bank Building". In 

the renumbering of the streets in 1861, however, the 

47 building was assigned two street numbers which, a 

quarter century later, were clearly applied to the two 

portions of the main floor - the Bank on the south and 
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an office on the north - which were separated by a 

wooden partition. Division of the main floor seems 

therefore to have occurred by, at latest, the 1860s. 

A brick partition parallel to the firewall also set 

off the easterly section of the Bank Building from the 

Bank and office fronting Water Street. (Fig. 14) The 

wooden partition had apparently been removed before the 

end of the century and the brick one, by 1914. 

(Figs. 15, 16) A mezzanine floor fronted by glass 

48 

overlooked the banking hall, but its date of construc

tion is unknown. By 1914 the old iron clad doors on 

all floors of the firewall had been replaced by a solid 

wall; it was not, however, until later that elevators 

were placed in both sections of the building. (Figs. 

16, 19) Substantial changes do not appear to have been 

made within the building until the late 1940s. Then, 

Cleveland Realty Corporation, under a lease to 

Donald C. Keddy, agreed to renovate the premises for 

use as a general warehouse and office, as well as to 

electrify the elevator and install two space heaters of 

49 the pot oil burning type. Either in these renovations 

or in changes made by Keddy after he purchased the 

property later the same year, the Bank door on the 

west front was closed up and a loading door opened on 
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the south side. At the same time, the mezzanine was 

replaced by a full second floor, the west stairway put 

in, and the upstairs offices redivided. Later Keddy 

had the basement filled with rubble and concrete; at 

that time he removed the main floor vault which was 

discovered to have been bolted with cannon balls. 

The intricate system of locks upon this vault contri

buted substantially to the reputed impregnability of 

the old Bank. 
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RED STORE 

The three storey wooden building near the north 

front of the wharf has a very old foundation, three 

discernible main floor levels, and evidence of 

extensive repairs throughout the structure. 

Historical Information 

As late as 1803 part of the site of this building 

was still open water, although a long wharf just south 

of it extended into the harbour. (Fig. 4) Within the 

next few years Charles Prescott and William Lawson, 

owners of the property from 1806, filled in the site 

and erected the first building to occupy the situation. 

The structure had a stone foundation and was already 

standing in 1810 when they sold the northern portion of 

their wharf to John Clark. At a "red store," which 

was probably upon this foundation if it was not this 

building, Charles Hill & Company auctioned the rich 

prize goods of successful Nova Scotian privateering in 

American waters in 1813. This "red store" was apparently 

one of the "three large and convenient Stores" which 

were still owned by Prescott in 1821 but which were 

advertised to let by his tenants, Collins & Allison, in 

2 
the spring of that year. The buildings did not rent 
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easily, and within the next two years Collins purchased 
3 

the property, including the "large Red Store." As its 

northeast corner measured only about 218 ft. from Water 

4 
Street, this building occupied at most the western 

50 ft. of the present structure. By 1831, however, an 

edifice of the present dimensions stood upon the site. 

(Fig. 9) 

The 35 ft. width of the present "Red Store" 

suggests that this structure on the wharf may have been 

the one for which Enos Collins was pressing delivery 

of timber from the Liverpool (N.S.) firm of Seely & 

Gough in midsummer 1830. The members of the lower 

frame, accumulated from a variety of Queen's County 

entrepreneurs, were ready for shipping by July, although 

the "long pieces" for the second storey were apparently 

not sent until September. The other materials included 

"five long Sticks of 36 feet by 14 Inches square." 

These were probably of red pine, as it could be 

squared from 12 to 13$ in., whereas a 36 ft. stick of 

white pine, apparently the material requested, squared 

18 or 20 in. By August, "70 pieces of Joists with a 

quantity of other pieces" were also loading and were 

to be shipped with "a deck load of 14 Inch Timber by 

17i feet long;" if the whip saw was run twice through 
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the latter, Seely & Gough instructed, it would answer 

the dimensions of the joists. William Foster supplied 

some "refuse Timber" at the same time. The whole of 

the merchantable scantling cost h 250. 

The new building does not appear to have been 

occupied by any of the important firms situated on 

the wharf, but rather to have been rented as advanta

geously as possible by its owner, Enos Collins. During 

the early 1830s it may have been occupied by auctioneer 

Edward Lawson or commission merchant Edward Shortis, 

who dealt in such groceries as Quebec beef and pork, 

Genesee flour, and Digby herrings. By the time of 

the TRENT crisis of the early 1860s, the British War 

Department already rented a part of this store, and 

after 1863 they probably rented the whole of it. 

During a shortage of military storehouses they appear 
g 

to have continued their lease until at least 1870. 

The "long wooden salt and fish store" which Enos Collins 

withheld from his sale of the eastern portion of the 

wharf to Joseph and Robert Seeton in 1865 had practically 

the same dimensions as the present "Red Store." 

Despite the unlikeliness of a store of such description 

being rented by the War Department, so prominent a 

tenant paying a reliable and no doubt substantial rent 
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goes far to explain the reservation by a man himself 

no longer active in shipping. The sale of the building 

to the Seetons in 1872, after Collins had died and the 

War Department had apparently vacated the premises, 

confirms the likeliness of this reserved building 
9 

having been the "Red Store." Moreover, no other 

structure on the wharf in the mid 1860s fits the 

description given. (Fig. 11) 

Uninterrupted by the transfer of the wharf from 

the Seetons to Robert Pickford and William Black in 

1876, a succession of commission merchants occupied 

the wooden warehouse from the early 1870s. William 

Kandick's wholesale groceries, tobacco, and imported 

spirits appear to have been sold there for nearly 

fifteen years, while by the early 1880s William 

Ackhurst -- auctioneer, commission merchant, provision 

dealer, city alderman, and long term tenant on the 

wharf -- had apparently moved over from the south side 

12 of the property. From 1878 until the mid 1880s the 

upper floor of the warehouse was used for the uncommer

cial purpose of holding Sunday services for seamen. 

Although the promoters of the St. Andrew's Waterside 

Mission failed to convince shipping men of the 

practical benefits of this evangelical enterprise, 
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Pickford & Black apparently granted the premises rent 

free. Sir E.C. Inglefield, the Admiral on the North 

American station, acted as lay reader and his ship's 

13 crew as choir for the struggling mission. 

In the late 1870s two long term occupants established 

their ground floor offices in the building. Isaac H. 

Mathers initiated a more than forty year tenancy for 

14 
his firm in 1876. Beginning as a commission merchant, 

he dealt principally in forest products. By the turn 

of the century, however, he had acquired not only 

important English timber connections but also several 

steamship agencies, a large chartering business, and 

three Scandinavian consulships. Regarded as one of 

the best known business men of Halifax, he retired in 

1906 in favor of his son and was subsequently appointed 

as Canadian member of an Imperial commission to inquire 

into the existence of an alleged shipping combine. 

In 1879 R.B. Seeton, in a reorganized firm, returned 

to the wharf he had sold three years earlier. He 

continued as a shipping agent and, within twenty years, 

also developed his commission trade into a prosperous 

wholesale grocery business. Sugar, molasses, flour, 

fish, beans, and dried fruit were amongst the many 

products the firm imported and distributed through the 
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province. In 1916 the company occupied nearly half 

the building and had stored there almost $20,000 worth 

of groceries. For twenty-five years from the mid 

1880s, the ship builder David McPherson maintained an 

office on the wharf, apparently in this building. 

During that time, he was a city alderman, mayor of 

Halifax, a member of the Legislative Assembly, and a 

provincial cabinet minister. William Chisholm, a 

lumber and commission merchant, also had premises in 

18 
the "Red Store" for about twenty years. 

After 1880 the building was increasingly divided 

amongst numerous tenants. Through the 1880s, they 

continued to be principally commission merchants who 

required substantial warehousing space rather than 

formal offices. (Fig. 14) By the mid 1890s, however, 

offices clearly supplemented the warehousing facility 

(Fig. 15), and later in the decade the number of tenants 

increased by about fifty per cent. Thereafter, the 

number of lessees remained fairly stable, although a 

more formal arrangement of offices apparently took 

19 place during the 1930s. Such a transformation of the 

warehouse reflected the expansion of services and the 

pressures upon space concomitant with the development 

of a large urban community. 
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Pickford & Black continued to own the building 

and to rent its premises to a variety of short and long 

term tenants until the property was expropriated by the 

City of Halifax in 1968. 

Architectural Information 

Although a building of the dimensions of the 

present one was already standing on the site in 1831 

(Fig. 9 ) , no information has been discovered as to the 

style, construction, or alteration of the structure 

until nearly half a century later. By then the building 

was three storeys high and bore a hipped roof. At the 

east end four windows lighted the third storey, while 

the two on each of the lower floors flanked a central 

loading door. A single dormer appears on the north 

side of the roof above a loading door; elsewhere the 

north wall is shown as containing numerous though 

irregularly positioned windows. (Fig. 21) 

By the 1890s substantial alterations had apparently 

been made to the building. It remained a three storey 

structure which was believed to have been "constructed 

21 
completely of southern white pine" and which bore a 

22 hipped roof. * The exterior was clap-boarded and 

coated with fireproof paint. (Fig. 15) The roofing 
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material is unknown, but shingles, such as the three 

storey office and warehouse of H.H. Fuller & Company 

at 45 Upper Water Street bore, would have been the 

usual covering for such a structure. (Fig. 15) On the 

south side of the roof were three dormers, and on the 

north side two. In addition, there were at least three 

skylights on the north side and one on the west. The 

corners of the roof were covered with a wood or metal 

overlap. A hot water heating system had been installed 

in the building (Fig. 15), but four evenly spaced 

chimneys still remained. The windows along the north 

wall reveal a fairly symmetrical pattern which hints 

at an earlier facade of the building. The shuttered 

casements in three parallel rows along the east section 

were continued beyond the easterly loading door on the 

top floor of the middle section. Beneath them, however, 

the size and arrangement of the windows had been altered 

to larger, double hung sashes. (Fig. 30) Likewise, along 

the south side, numerous openings are discernible, but 

their pattern cannot be identified. (Fig. 28) The 

windows on the ends of the building were of the most 

motley types and positions. On the east facade, three 

6/6 sash windows lighted the third storey. The fourth 

aperture, near the north side of the front, appears, 
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however, to have been a smaller single sash with only 

three panes. The window below it on the second floor 

was again of a different size and may, like the large 

centre window, have been a casement. There seems also 

to have been a single window on the ground floor very 

near the south edge and therefore unaligned with the 

most southerly opening on the third storey. (Fig. 30) 

At the west end were four windows, all apparently plain 

trimmed and slipsilled, single sash, flat openings. 

The two windows on the second storey had 2/2 sashes 

which differed from both the small casement on the 

third floor and the large storefront window on the 

ground floor. Two steps up from the wharf and near 

the south edge of the facade was a plain trimmed door 

opening with a flush transom. (Fig. 28) 

By 1914 the south wall had two distinct characters. 

(Fig. 38) The eastern section retained much evidence 

of the original warehousing function of the building. 

Beneath a hoistway dormer were loading doors on the 

second and third storeys. Buffers separated them, and 

small single windows flanked them on either side. On 

the ground floor the four long windows east of the 

doorway to H.I. Mathers' office may still have been 

shuttered. Beyond a similar window west of the door 
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hung a leader connected to the gutter at the edge of 

the roof. In the central section three unevenly 

spaced and sized doors were followed on the ground 

floor by five double hung windows with 2/2 sashes. 

Above, but not aligned with these windows and doors, 

were seven slipsilled windows which extended to beneath 

a loading door at the eastern end of the third floor 

of the section. A window similar to those flanking the 

loading doors nearer the harbour stood west of the 

loading door and above the third and fourth windows of 

the second storey. In the westerly portion of the 

building, after a wider space than separated the 

previous apertures, two parallel windows on the first 

and second storeys continued the pattern of the central 

section. One further and similar window appears on the 

ground floor near the west end, but the photograph 

does not show the upper portion of the western half of 

the building. Tenants' nameplates flat against the 

facade and above their respective entrances had 

discreetly replaced the earlier signs protruding from 

the south wall. A very small one storey appendage 

abutted on the west side. (Fig. 16) 

The present flat tar and gravel roof dates from 

the aftermath of a serious fire which swept the upper 
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storeys of the store in early December of 1916. 

Beginning at the south western end of the structure, 

the fire worked through the interior partitions, 

gained stronger hold in the centre of the building, 

and broke out through the roof. At one stage "the 

building was practically a mass of flames from end to 

end." "The whole upper portion of the structure" was 

destroyed, but the ground and second storeys appear to 

23 

have suffered only scorching and smoke and water damage. 

There was talk of replacing the building with a concrete 

structure in the spring, but within two months of the 

fire tenants were already returning to their former 
24 

premises. The several alterations evident in the 

south wall by 1929 may or may not have been performed 

as part of the repairs following the fire. In the 

eastern section four windows replaced the loading door 

and flanking windows on the second storey, while on the 

first floor the door was closed up and the row of 

windows, now eight in number, extended westward into 

the central section. Above them three windows had 

been added on the second storey, and the third floor 

loading door had been removed. (Fig. 47) 

The much divided interior of the "Red Store" 

reflects the change in its function which occurred 
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during the late 19th century. Some subdivision, of 

the main floor at least, had evidently taken place by 

the late 1880s, and extensive breaking up into offices 

followed shortly thereafter (Fig. 15), as both the 

interior decor and the increased number of tenants 

reveal. The double hung sashes of the central portion 

of the north wall and the long 2/2 sash windows of the 

south facade were probably installed during this period 

for the principal tenant of the building, R.B. Seeton 

and Company. In 1904 this firm's redecorated premises 

in the south-western portion of the main floor, 

"resplendent in white paint with a surface of enamel," 

were rated "one of the smartest looking offices in the 

city."25 
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SIMON'S BUILDING 

The granite-faced walls and the slate roofing of 

the building at the head of the Central Wharf reflected 

the heady prosperity of mid 19th century Halifax. The 

structure was built in an era of the wartime riches of 

Crimea and the looming American Civil War, of the wealth 

of the West India trade and approaching reciprocity 

with the United States. 

Historical Information 

The site was by no means a new one. By the mid 

1780s the Honourable Alexander Brymer, merchant, 

gentleman, and councillor, had already erected buildings 

on his wharf which extended southward from the 

Ordnance Yard at the foot of Buckingham Street. (Fig. 

3) In 1805, however, the only noteworthy structure on 

the wharf was "a large substantial building" which was 

c 1 
"commonly used as a stable, coach-house, & ". After 

1810, when Haligonian merchants Charles Prescott and 

William Lawson sold the north side of their wharf to 

2 
John Clark, he rented the two buildings along the 

north side to the Ordnance Department whose yard 

adjoined them. As he had already established himself 

3 
in the rich American wartime trade, he probably 
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occupied the ell-shaped building at the south head of 

the wharf himself, at least until the middle of the 

decade when he apparently erected the "Privateer's 
4 

Warehouse" fronting the harbour. When 

James N. Shannon Jr. opened his "New Store" with "New 

Goods from London" at the "Head of Clark's Wharf" in 

1819, his shop may have been the ell-shaped structure 

vacated by Clark. Shannon and his successors -- the 

prominent dry goods firm of James Lyon & Company and 

the successful auctioneers and commission merchants 

David and Edward Starr, who later erected the building 

now known as Morse's Teas -- more likely, however, 

occupied the extensive store at the north head of the 

wharf which the Ordnance Department had surrendered 

in mid 1818. No identifiable tenant occupied the ell-

shaped building through the 1820s, and Clark may have 

continued to use it himself. 

How long this structure remained cannot be 

determined. The substantial increase in the assessable 

value of Clark's wharf during the early 1830s suggests 

that a new store had been erected; it may have replaced 

this old and small building. The latter may, however, 

have been the low wooden building which adjoined 

Collins' stone store to the northward in 1854. In 
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that year, William, son and heir of John Clark, took 

down the wooden structure and in its place erected the 

edifice which stands today. 

The subsequent history of the building reflects 

the ups and downs of Halifax as a commercial community. 

William Clark apparently had not his father's business 

acumen and, like many others during the 1850s, over

reached himself in undertaking to erect his new stone 

store. Within the succeeding four years he found it 

necessary to mortgage his wharf, to his wealthy 
g 

neighbour Enos Collins; heavily mortgaged, Clark died 

intestate in 1859, leaving debts well in excess of his 

liquid assets. His widow, under licence of the Court 

of Probate, subsequently had the wharf sold at auction 

9 
to relieve the financial stringencies of the estate. 

R.W. Fraser, an established commission merchant, 

bought the premises for h 8500, cleared the mortgage, 

and immediately sold all of the property except the 

Simon's Building to two separate mercantile firms. 

Fraser himself occupied the building he retained for 

warehousing and retailing the groceries he imported 

from Baltimore, Philadelphia, and Richmond. He 

continued to occupy premises on the wharf until 1874, 

and he may have used the eastern half of the building 
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for his concerns until then. 

About 1865 Fraser let the impressive stone store 

12 facing Water Street to Esson & Company, a recently 

reorganized and prosperous grocery business which 

surrendered its retail activities on Barrington Street 

and confined its Haligonian enterprise during the next 

twenty years to wholesaling from its new office and 

warehouse. An old and respected firm, it imported 

West India produce, American groceries, far eastern 

teas, and British liquors which it traded throughout 

13 the Maritime Provinces and Newfoundland; by the 

early 1880s its business was valued at nearly half a 

14 million dollars a year. After 1880, when Fraser 

sold the edifice, Esson & Company owned as well as 

occupied the premises at the south head of the wharf. 

In 1888, nevertheless, hard times, over-extension, and 

long unsettled financial affairs drove the firm into 

16 
receivership. Its premises were rated as "convenient, 

centrally situated, and in every way a desirable business 

stand" when advertised for subsequent sale at auction. 

James A. Chipman, the new owner, occupied the 

western half of the "large and commodious ... Granite 

18 Warehouse," while Miner T. Foster, tea merchant, later 

insurance and mining agent, appears to have rented the 
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19 
eastern portion. " Chipman's flour and feed business 

apparently flourished, but within ten years he sold the 

property and probably the interest of the firm to his 

junior since 1881, Ingraham B. Shaffner, and his new 

20 
partner James Adams. Shaffner was an enterprising 

merchant who, through effective advertising and 

reliable service, expanded the flour, feed, and grain 

trade into a prominent and prosperous business. By 

1909 the firm was dealing extensively in its own 

brands of flour as well as in "all grades of Manitoba 

flour, Western feed in large quantities, grain, etc." 

and was regarded as "among the leading houses in 

_LNova ScotiaJ identified with the business." In 

1917 Shaffner sold the Upper Water Street premises, 

22 
to George H. Hooper. 

In 1919 the property was again transferred, from 

23 

Hooper to J.B. Mitchell. C.E. Creighton and Son 

housed their wholesale grocery business there from 

1920 to 1923, while the Franco Canadian Import Company 
24 

thereafter rented the store until the early 1930s. 

The building was owned by Joseph Simon, a successful 

junk dealer, from 1937 until the City of Halifax 

25 
expropriated the property in 1968 to make way for 

its intended Harbour Drive and an improved sewerage system. 
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Architectural Information 

The two-walled structure built in 1854 stands 

equal in height with Enos Collins' stone store adjoining 

to the south. The three-and-a-half storey building 

used 129 ft. of the north wall of the latter as its 

own, and on the east it utilized the 38 ft. 3 in. gable 

end of the "Privateer's Warehouse." Its own north 

wall ran 69 ft. 6 in. parallel to the Collins' property 

line, then angled 61 ft. southwest towards Water Street 

2 6 
where its west front measured only 26 ft. 6 in. 

Dressed granite blocks backed up by rubble stone 

constituted the north and west walls; the regularly 

coursed west wall was surface dressed as befitted a 

commercial office of importance, but the north wall, 

randomly coursed, remained rough. (Fig. 41) The 

building was originally intended to have a crowning 

roof of zinc, which would connect the ridge of a 

hipped slate roof with the older, similar roof of the 

27 adjoining store. 

No early pictures of the building have been 

located to indicate its appearance before the apparently 

extensive remodelling of its west end. Architectural 

evidence reveals alteration in the first floor windows 

and doors on the north and west walls, but no documentary 
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evidence as to the nature of these changes has been 

found. Esson & Company, who rented the building from 

1865 and purchased it in 1880, appear most likely to 

2 8 
have remodelled it during the early 1880s. 

Detailed views of the edifice in the late 19th and 

early 20th century reveal little change in the exterior 

29 
appearance of the building during that period. The 

hipped truncated roof facing Water Street, which united 

the Simon's and Collins' Buildings, gave the outward 

appearance of topping a single structure. Its crown 

appears to have been composition rather than the inten

ded zinc. The east end was also hipped, and a 

projection from its north edge protected the joint 

between the Simon's Building and the adjoining 

"Privateer's Warehouse" from leakage. (Figs. 21, 49). 

Three holstway dormers ranged along the north side of 

the roof; goods were thus lifted through the parallel 

loading doors beneath into the upper, storage areas of 

the warehouse. On the north side of the west hip was 

a single skylight. Projecting eaves trimmed the roof 

edge, but no rafters protruded beneath them. The drain 

pipe at the northwest corner of the building, dilapidated 

by the early 20th century, still hung in place; its 

less wasted companion at the southwest edge may have been 
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of later date or may only have fared better from its 

more protected situation. A single stack stone 

30 chimney topped the structure. 

The location of the doors and windows along the 

west front continue unchanged since the 1880s; slight 

alterations had, however, already taken place in their 

details by the early 20th century. The basic form was 

a flat lugsilled aperture. This remained, although 

the plain lintels sketched above the second and third 

floor windows were not confirmed by photograph, and 

one awning on the street level had been removed. On 

the ground floor the double windows were set inside a 

cast iron frame. Although the 1887 engraving indicates 

2/2 sashes on the west wall, the 1909 photograph shows 

that earlier style 6/6 sashes were then still in place; 

presumably the artist who created the engraving 

attempted to up-grade the building by depicting the 

more fashionable 2/2 sashes. By the early 20th century, 

the single leaf, three panel door of the 1880s had been 

replaced by a double door with a circular head, glazed 

panel in each leaf. 

The north wall is likewise largely unaltered. 

Five rows of parallel windows on each of the three 

floors reached from the north west corner to the first 
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set of loading doors, the bottom one of which was one 

column offset to the east. Two further ranks of 

windows completed the angled wall of the structure. 

All the windows were shown in 1887 as topped with 

plain lintels, but the photograph of 1909 again failed 

to confirm this decoration. All contained double hung 

sashes; the paning is, however, impossible to 

determine. As along the west front, the ground floor 

windows were noticeably taller than those on the 

second and third floors. Moreover, by 1909 the fifth 

window from the west on the ground level appears to 

have been broader than the preceding four. A drain 

pipe extended between the third and fourth rows of 

windows in both views. (Figs. A0, Al). 

No major alteration to the exterior appearance 

of the building occurred until 1935. After an 

extensive fire spread through the upper storey of the 

31 

building on Christmas Day 193A, a flat roof replaced 

the damaged hipped truncated roof. (Fig. 52). 

Subsequently, at the east end of the north wall, an 

enlarged door topped with a steel beam was opened to 

allow trucked goods to enter the interior directly. 

The symmetrical pattern of the wall was thus interrupted. 

Less elegant window panes also replaced the large 



78 

arched glass panels in the north wall, and a more 

functional door superseded the circular head, glazed 

1 32 

panels. 

About the interesting interior of this building 

almost no information has been found. A wooden 

partition, beginning at the point of angle in the 

north wall and extending in line with the firewall 

of the adjoining stone warehouse, apparently at one 

time divided the structure. (Fig. 14) By 1895, a 

gas engine had been installed in the premises (Fig. 15), 

and by 1914 a wooden partition, parallel with and 

somewhat north of the party wall, had been added in 

the attic. (Fig. 16) The most recent owner covered the 

boarded ceiling of the main office with acoustic tiles 
33 and the upstairs walls with beaver-board. The 

uneven floor levels, the herringbone brick paving in 

the rear portion, and the plaster in the basement 

34 survive from an unrecorded past. 
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PRIVATEER'S WAREHOUSE 

A local tradition claims that this fortress-like 

warehouse dates from about 1800 and that its title 

derives from Enos Collins having stored there the rich 

prize goods he gained in privateering during the 

Napoleonic wars. As is common in legend, there is 

some basis in fact and a good deal of romanticizing in 

both the dating of the building and Collins' particular 

association with it. 

Historical Information 

By the mid 1780s the influential Alexander Brymer 

had already erected structures from Water Street to 

near the harbour along his wharf which extended 

southward from the new Ordnance Yard. (Fig. 3) Here 

at the turn of the century, Charles Hill regularly 

auctioned a variety of Canadian and other goods. By 

1803, when Quebec merchant Robert Lester attempted to 

sell the property to the British military establishment 

as an extension of the Ordnance Yard, "a large building" 

2 
stood on the wharf. In 1805 "a very extensive Lumber 

Yard" adjoined the building which was "commonly used as 

a stable, coach-house, &c," but which was considered 

3 
"suitable for various useful purposes." It was not 
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shown on the plan accompanying Lester's proposal, 

although two other structures, apparently of wood, 

were precisely indicated. (Fig. 4) A stone edifice 

on the property would not, however, have escaped 

Lester's attention; nor would it have passed unnoticed 

by the Commanding Royal Engineer who based his 

opposition to purchasing the site in part upon the 

prevalence of wooden buildings in the area. In a 

town where he felt it necessary to justify requesting 

the appointment of a successor to the master builder 

and mason employed in his department, such premises 

as the "Privateer's Warehouse" would have been a 

4 
sufficient rarity to attract his and others' notice. 

It must therefore be concluded that no such major 

stone structure stood upon the wharf by 1805. 

Subsequent plans of 1812 to 1819 (Figs. 6, 7) 

likewise fail to indicate the erection of Clark's 

"noble warehouse". By 1812 three buildings stood on 

the wharf. Two were on its north side against the 

wall of the Ordnance Yard. The British military 

establishment rented the easterly one as a carpenters' 

shop from 1811 until at least 1819 and the larger one 

at the head of the wharf from 1813 until mid 1818. 

The third, at the head of the wharf on its south side, 

was an ell-shaped structure which still stood in 1831. 
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(Fig. 9) By 1814 a rectangular building running north 

and south had been added about half way down the south 

side of the wharf, somewhat east of the ell-shaped 

structure and west of the site of the present stone 

warehouse. (Fig. 7) 

Although the Ordnance Department continued to 

use this plan of 1814 through 1819, it cannot, however, 

be claimed to represent accurately the structures on 

the wharf to that date, for the plan failed to make 

alteration for "the new store of Mr. John Clark" 

occupied in the fall of 1816 by George Grassie and 

Company, while their own premises, destroyed by fire, 

were being rebuilt. As a building of the dimensions 

and location of the present structure is the only 

addition to the wharf shown by a very detailed map of 

1831, (Fig. 9) this "new store" appears, in fact, to 

have been the present stone warehouse. The edifice 

likewise appears on Toler's plan of 1830 in which only 

the three early stone buildings of the complex area 

are shown. (Fig. 8) 

Such a dating of the "Privateer's Warehouse" in 

itself substantially discounts the legendary 

associations of the structure. There are, however, 

further evidences. It will be acknowledged that 
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Enos Collins, still resident in Liverpool (N.S.), was 

already associated with the partnership of Prescott 

and Lawson in ownership of the brig LIVERPOOL before 

8 
they purchased Lester's wharf in 1806. He may well 

thereafter have made their wharf his Haligonian 

headquarters, perhaps staying at Mrs. Ann Bell's 

9 
house of entertainment at its head when he visited 

the town or renting a store nearer the water when he 

had goods to sell. In January, 1809, nevertheless, 

when Prescott and Lawson expanded their firm, it was 

not Collins but his later associate Joseph Allison who 

was taken into the partnership. Moreover, only in 

1811 did Collins begin to advertise his situation in 

the commercial columns of the Halifax newspapers. 

He had by then, on the eve of the dissolution of 

Prescott, Lawson, & Company, purchased from 

Charles Prescott the south side of the wharf which 

12 
later bore Collins' name for half a century. At 

about the same time he bought in Vice Admiralty sales 

a dilapidated slaver THE BLACK JOKE, which he repaired 

and renamed the LIVERPOOL PACKET. While awaiting the 

outbreak of war with the United States, when the 

schooner might be licensed as a privateering vessel, he 

ran it regularly between Halifax and Liverpool (N.S.). 
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It was this ship's infamous record that established 

Collins1 reputation as a privateer operator and reaped 

13 his most substantial shipping profits. By then the 

land on which the "Privateer's Warehouse" stands was 

already owned by John Clark who must have occupied the 

only building not rented to the Ordnance Department 

for the business he presumably transferred from 

14 Fairbanks' Wharf at the time of his purchase in 1810. 

While Collins' association with the site of the complex 

of historical buildings may therefore have begun as 

early as 1806, documentary evidence has not been found 

to support the legend that Collins' privateering 

activities were centred in the old stone warehouse 

which now stands on the Central Wharf. 

On the other hand, by the early 1820s, John Clark 

had established himself as an important figure in the 

Haligonian merchant community. He not only styled 

himself "merchant" in 1822 rather than "carpenter" as 

in 1810, but was Halifax agent for the Boston Packet 

and a partner in the exclusive Halifax Banking Company. 

The "Privateer's Warehouse" was commensurate with the 

position, and he likely occupied the stone building 

himself with the variety of foodstuffs and construction 

materials he regularly received from American ports. 
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By the late 1830s his wharf had, however, been rented 

and apparently continued subsequently to be leased, 

for instance, in the 1850s to George H. Starr. Starr 

himself probably filled the stone warehouse with the 

American and Canadian foodstuffs which were frequently 

auctioned on the wharf on his behalf. 

The Clarks, father John and sons Charles and 

William, owned the wharf from 1810 to 1859 when it was 

sold by William's widow to Robert Fraser, who 

immediately disposed of the eastern half of the 

property to William Tarr and William Chisholm, 

18 
commission merchants like himself. Three years 

later, Enos Collins foreclosed their unpaid mortgage, 

owned the land and buildings briefly himself, and 

then sold them in 1864 to George C. Harvey, a 

19 commission merchant and insurance agent. Harvey's 

long occupation terminated in the early 1880s, when 

20 he removed to the United States. In 1886 

Joseph Wood, a shipping agent, rented the premises, 

and he probably managed the property (Fig. 15) until 

21 
1904 when he purchased it from Harvey's executors. 

From the mid 1890s Wood apparently rented the stone 

warehouse to a variety of tenants including a dealer 

in junk and marine stores and a wholesale sugar and 
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22 
flour merchant. More recently, during the twenty year 

ownership of C.J. Burke & Company, the building was 

23 
occupied as a fish warehouse. The City of Halifax 

24 
purchased the property from Burke's widow in 1962. 

Architectural Information 

Heavy ironstone walls, symmetrical freestone-

quoined apertures along the exposed north wall, and a 

pitched roof -- these are the most immediately 

discernible features of the century and a half old 

building. Apparently built adjoining a long wooden 

structure which once stood to the south (Fig. 4 ) , the 

south wall was constructed without windows and has 

remained unopened. The north wall, by contrast, 

contains five windows on each of the second and third 

25 
storeys while on the ground floor loading doors 

stand in place of the second and fourth windows. All 

are headed by large plain lintels and surrounded by 

quoins; the windows are based by sills. The east and 

west walls constitute gable ends to the structure and 

both appear to have been originally free-standing. 

The east end fronted on the water, and the west end, 

on an enclosed yard which began about half way down 

the wharf and continued, north of the building and 
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parallel to the wall of the Ordnance Yard, to the 

water's edge. (Fig. 9) 

On the first and second storeys of the east end 

were loading doors near the north side and windows 

near the south side; in line above them on the third 

floor were two smaller windows. In the attic stood an 

arched window, trimmed with quoins like the openings 

on the north wall. At a later date the windows near 

the south side, the lower loading door, and the 

arched upper aperture were filled in; the second floor 

loading door and the third storey window above it allow 

access between the "Privateer's Warehouse" and the 

adjoining wood store. Likewise, at the west end, the 

windows -- one near the north side on the first floor, 

two on each of the second and third floors, and one in 

the attic -- have been bricked up. As the floor 

levels of the "Simon's Building" coincide with the 

closed windows, it is apparent that the work was done 

9 a 
in 1854 when the structure was erected. During the 

late 19th and early 20th centuries the three and half 

storey structure bore a pitched slate roof. (Figs. 14, 

15, 16, 21) No early historic photographs of this 

building have been found, but aerial views of the 1920s 

to 1940s show two skylights on each side of the roof. 

(Figs. 49, 53) 
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WOODEN STOREHOUSE 

A structure of some architectural interest, the 

wooden store at the eastern end of the Central Wharf 

is the most recent of the historical buildings in the 

complex. The building has been styled a "wooden loft", 

but there is no evidence to suggest that it was ever 

used for sail-making as such a nomenclature implies. 

Historical Information 

By 1830, a small building stood on filled land 

east of the "Privateer's Warehouse". Its north wall 

was flush with that of the adjoining stone store and 

its width that of the present structure. (Figs. 8, 9 ) . 

Architectural examination suggests that the east wall 

of the "Privateer's Warehouse" has never been exposed 

to weathering and that this easterly building was 

therefore erected ca. 1815. Why such a structure was 

built can only be speculated upon, but part of its 

function may have been to protect the adjoining stone 

wall from the driving salty spray of winter storms. 

The building still stood in 1859 when Clark's Wharf was 

sold to R.W. Fraser and immediately to William Tarr 

and William Chisholm. (Fig. 10). They occupied the 

building, presumably as a warehouse, until 1862, when 
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Enos Collins foreclosed their unpaid mortgage. Two 

years later, George C. Harvey, a West India and 

2 
commission merchant, bought the property, including 

the building which stood until at least 1866. 

(Figs. 11, 12). Within the following decade, he 

replaced it by the present structure. (Fig. 13). 

Harvey himself probably used the building until 

the early 1880s, while from 1886 until about 1940 it 

was occupied as a general warehouse seemingly by 

4 
Joseph Wood & Company, shipping agents. Subsequently, 

C.J. Burke & Company owned the property and appear 

from the apparatus remaining in the building to have 

let it most recently as a fish packing plant. The 

structure was purchased by the City of Halifax in 

1962.6 

Architectural Information 

The most immediately noticeable characteristic of 

the three and a half storey building (Figs. 14, 15) is 

its north-south orientation, in contrast with the east-

west alignment of the other structures of the complex. 

It has, however, further distinctions. Constructed 

primarily of spruce, it symbolizes the region's long 

and prosperous connections with the forest and the 

sea. Its heavy beams are mounted upon hardwood 
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corbells of birch and are braced by the strong roots of 

the tamarack known as ships' knees. Its mortise and 

tenon framing is complemented by offset scarfes. The 

east wall of the stone "Privateer's Warehouse" serves 
Q 

as the west wall of this otherwise wooden store. 

Without, the gable ends of the building lead to a 

pitched roof. During the late 1870s, two openings on 

the ground floor level of the north side were 

represented to provide access to the building, while 

rows of four and three windows respectively allowed 
9 

light to reach the second and third floors; above was 

a single attic window. (Fig. 21). On the east side, 

two gable dormers, fitted by the 1890s with double 

hung sashes, protruded from the roof. Beneath, plain 

trimmed windows on the second and third storeys stood 

in two parallel rows of three apertures each. (Figs. 

21, 30). This symmetrical pattern appears, however, 

to have been broken by the last decade of the century 

by a larger opening, perhaps a loading door, situated 

below and slightly to the south of the central window. 

(Fig. 30). By the early 1930s, further alterations had 

introduced the present window pattern along the east 

front. (Fig. 51). On the narrow west wall was a row of 

windows opposite the northern row on the second and 
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third storeys of the east side and extended to the 

ground level. By the early 20th century, the middle 

window appears to have been a double hung sash, while 

the upper one may have been a casement; the number of 

panes cannot be distinguished. (Fig. 41). The brick 

chimney, evident in photographs of the 1930s, was 

probably knocked down to its present attic level in 

the mid 1940s, when the dormers were also removed 

and the necessary roof repairs effected. (Fig. 53). 
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24 April 1863; Nugent's Business Directory of the City 

of Halifax for 1858-9 (Halifax, 1858), (hereafter cited 

as Nugent's Directory ... 1858-9); The Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Business Directory for 1863, comp. Luke Hutchinson 

(Halifax, 1863), (hereafter cited as Halifax Directory ... 

1863) . 

15 Messrs Seeton paid &6000 to purchase the building and 

the property on which it stood. Deed of transfer, 

Enos Collins to Joseph and Robert B. Seeton, 1863, in 
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possession of R.J. Fisher, Pickford & Black Co.; J. and 

R.B. Seeton advertisement, The Presbyterian Witness and 

Evangelical Advocate, 14 November 1863; Hutchinson's 

Nova Scotia Directory for 1866-67, pub. D. McAlpine. & 

Co., (Halifax, 1866), (hereafter cited as Hutchinson's 

Directory ... 1866-67); McAlpine's Halifax City Directory 

for 1869/70 - 1875/6, pub. D. McAlpine, (Halifax, v.d.), 

(hereafter cited as City Directory); "The Inman Line" and 

"Royal Mail Steamships", The Morning Chronicle, 1 January 

1868. 

16 HCCH, deed of transfer, J. and R.B. Seeton to Robert 

Pickford and William A. Black, 1876, bk. 205 ff. 450-3; 

Dalhousie University Archives, Pickford & Black Papers, 

microfilm copies, passim; I.J. Isaacs, comp., The City 

of Halifax. The Capital of Nova Scotia, Canada. Its 

Advantages and Facilities. Compiled under approval of 

the Board of Trade. Also a series of comprehensive 

sketches of some of its representative business enterprises. 

(Halifax, 1909), (hereafter cited as The City of Halifax), 

pp. 48-49; John F. Kennedy ed., Who's Who and Why in 

Canada (and Newfoundland). A Biographical Dictionary of 

Eminent Living Canadians and Notable Men of Newfoundland. 

(Ottawa: Canada Press Association Ltd., 1912), Vol. 1; 

(hereafter cited as Who's Who in Canada). Pickford & 
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Black advertised very widely; see, for instance, their 

shipping notices in the Halifax Herald, 1898, passim and 

The Morning Chronicle, 1910, passim. 

17 Canada. Sessional Paper 29a (1914), Appendix A, Alphabetical 

List of Foreign Consuls, Vice-Consuls, Consular Agents, 

and Commercial Agents in the Dominion, according to the 

latest information supplied to the Department of External 

Affairs; Charles Bruce Fergusson, ed., A Directory of the 

Members of the Legislative Assembly of Nova Scotia 1758-

1958 (Halifax, The Public Archives of Nova Scotia, 1958), 

(hereafter cited as MLA's of N . S . ); J.K. Johnston, ed. , 

The Canadian Directory of Parliament 1867-1967 (Ottawa: 

Public Archives of Canada, 1968). 

18 City Directory, 1879/80 - 1903/4; "Another Big Fire," 

Acadian Recorder, 19 September 1904. 

19 Interview: R.J. Fisher, President, Pickford & Black Co. 

Ltd., 29.2.72. 

20 City Directory, 1903/4; "Yesterday's Fire Laid Fine 

Business Block in Ruins," The Morning Chronicle, 20 

September 1904; The City of Halifax, p. 118. 

21 On Morse's Teas, see J.E. Morse & Co. papers, Dalhousie 

University Archives. On the building, see Lynne Redden 

and Don MacKinnon: "Jerusalem Warehouse" and Don 

MacKinnon: "Morse's Tea Building A Brief History," in 
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Essays: History 199/C, PANS. 

22 Interview: R.J. Fisher, 29.2.72; "New Building," Acadian 

Recorder, 4 June 1825. 

23 PANS, Fire Investigation before Stipendiary Magistrate 

George H. Fielding, 1904, (hereafter cited as Investigation), 

testimony of Joseph R. Bennett of P & B, p.7. 

24 Interview: R.J. Fisher, 29.2.72; PANS, RG35-A, assessment 

books, Vol. Ill (1836). 

25 PANS, Investigation, testimony of Joseph R. Bennett, p. 7. 

26 PANS, Investigation, testimony of Joseph Bennett; John 

Calder of Black Brothers; Dorainick Healey, District Chief 

of Fire Department; pp. 7, 10, 17, 116-7; PANS, RG35-A, 

assessment books, Vol. IV (1862). 

27 PANS, Investigation, testimony of George Hensley, 

partner of P. & B., pp. 51-52. 

29 "The Fire Fiend Again Scourges Water Front," The Evening 

Mail, 19 September 1904; "Yesterday's Fire Laid Fine 

Business Block in Ruins," The Morning Chronicle, 20 

September 1904. 

29 "Plans of the Firms Burned Out," The Maritime Merchant 

and Commerical Review, 6 October 1904, p. 25, (hereafter 

cited as The Maritime Merchant). 

30 Interview: G.D. Webb, I.H. Mathers & Son, 1.5.72. 

31 "Halifax Waterfront Firm Changes Hands; Under New Control," 
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Halifax Daily Star, 20 July 1936, p. 14: Engineering 

Department, Halifax City Hall, (hereafter cited as 

EDHCH), Vol. 3, 10 August 1938, permit issued to 

architect C. St. J. Wilson to remodel Pickford & Black 

property on Upper Water Street. 

32 Interview: R.J. Fisher, 9-5.72. 

33 HCCH, expropriations, Pickford & Black, no. 1937, July 

1968. 
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ENDNOTES: CARPENTERS' SHOP 

1 The so-called "brick district" encompassed a central 

area of Halifax in which no new wooden buildings could 

legally be erected. Preliminary legislation on the 

subject was in effect from 1822 to 1831, but the act of 

1857 "to limit the erection of Wooden Buildings within 

the City of Halifax" provided the basic form. The law 

was ambiguous and frequently evaded. Moreover, in 1904 

the restricted district extended only 50 ft. east of 

Water Street. Nova Scotia. Statutes , 3 Geo. 4 c.29, 

1 Will. 4 c.18, 20 Vict, c.35, 36 et seq.; Halifax. 

Annual Report, 1872/3, pp. 12-13; "Brick and Wood 

District Is Defined By Law," The Morning Chroncile, 23 

September 1904. 

2 Edward Foster advertisements, NSRG, 24 July 1811, 7 

January 1824. Although Foster's principal store was in 

Dartmouth, he maintained a blacksmith's shop and iron 

store on Collins' wharf until 1823. 

3 Auction notice, Acadian Recorder, 24 April 1830. 

4 PANS, RG35-A, assessment books, vol. Ill (1833, 1834, 

1836). 

5 HCCH, deeds of transfer, Enos Collins to Joseph & R.B. 

Seeton, 1863 and 1865, bk. 140 ff. 487-8 and bk. 148 

ff. 560-1; PANS, RG35-A, assessment books, vol. IV (1862); 
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Nugent's Directory ... 1858-9; Halifax Directory ... 1863; 

Hutchinson's Directory ... 1866-67. 

6 HCCH, deeds of transfer, Collins to J. and R.B. Seeton, 

1863 and 1865, bk. 140 ff. 487"8 and bk. 148 ff. 560-1. 

The west wall is specified in the deed of 1863 to measure 

38 ft. 7 in. "more or less" and in the deed of 1865, 38 

ft. 4 in. "more or less". 

7 HCCH, deed of transfer, J. and R.B. Seeton to Robert 

Pickford and William A. Black, 1876, bk 205 ff. 450-3. 

8 PANS, Investigation, testimony of Joseph Bennett, pp. 

5-6. 

9 PANS, Investigation, testimony of Thomas Forhan, p. 3. 

10 Our Dominion. Mercantile and Manufacturing Interests. 

Historical and Commercial Sketches of Halifax and 

Environs. (Toronto: The Historical Publishing Co. of 

Canada, 1887), (hereafter cited as Our Dominion), p. 71; 

City Directory, 1871/2 -1904; PANS, Investigation, 

testimony of Thomas Forhan, pp. 2-3. Forhan seems to 

have been associated with the wharf during the previous 

fifteen years when he was perhaps an employee of 

Drillio. I.H. Mathers & Son, Daily Journal, 30 January 

1897.) 

11 City Directory, 1878/9 - 1906/7; "Origin of the Conflagrations 

Will Probably Be Investigated" and "Yesterday's Fire Laid 
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Fine Business Block in Ruins," The Morning Chronicle, 

20 September 1904, pp. 1 and 8; PANS, Investigation, 

testimony of Joseph Bennett and Thomas Ryan, pp. 6-7 

and 86. 

12 EDHCH, Building Permit Registers, vol. 1, 10 July 1905, 

permit issued to George B. Low for Pickford & Black to 

"erect a wood and cement building", no. 377. 

13 City Directory, 1905/6 - 1924. 
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ENDNOTES: COLLINS' BANK AND WAREHOUSE 

1 PAC W055/857, f. 150, Plan of the Wharfs and Buildings ... 

now in the possession of R. Lester and R. Morrogh. 

2 Archibald McColl advertisement, NSRG, 21 May 1801; 

Forsyth, Smith & Co. advertisement, NSRG, 3 January 1805. 

3 HCCH, deed of transfer, Robert Lester and Robert Morrogh 

to Charles Prescott and William Lawson, 1806, bk. 37 ff. 

261-2; notice, NSRG, 1 January 1812; Prescott & Lawson 

advertisements, NSRG, 1 September 1807, 30 August 1808. 

4 See , for instance, their advertisements, NSRG, 7 July, 

1 September 1807; 5 January, 30 August 1808; 6 and 27 

June 1809; 3 February 1810; 20 February, 24 April 1811. 

5 Notices, Acadian Recorder, 17 April 1813 and 9 October 

1824. On the career of Enos Collins, see C.B. Fergusson, 

ed., Letters and Papers of Hon. Enos Collins. Bulletin 

of the Public Archives of Nova Scotia No. 13 (Halifax: 

PANS, 1959), (hereafter cited as Fergusson: Collins). 

6 See, for instance, prize sales, Acadian Recorder, 

24 April 1813; Collins & Allison advertisements, The 

Weekly Chronicle, 11 March, 14 December 1814; Acadian 

Recorder, 8 February, 28 June 1817; 26 June, 28 August 

1819; 13 December 1823; The Free Press, 23 November 

1820; HCCH, index to deeds, 1749-1836. 
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7 Reports of meetings, Acadian Recorder, 2 February, 9 

March 1822; "Bank!" Acadian Recorder, 3 September 1825; 

PAC, MG 24 D9, Halifax Banking Company; PANS, vol. 113J, 

pp. 25-26; notice, Acadian Recorder, 27 August 1831. 

8 "Upper Water Street Building Is Damaged By Fire", The 

Halifax Chronicle, 26 December 1934, p. 12; Victor Ross: 

A History of the Canadian Bank of Commerce with an 

Account of the Other Banks which now form Part of its 

Organization (Toronto: Oxford University Press, 1920), 

(hereafter cited as Ross: Bank of Commerce), vol. 1, 

opp. p. 52. 

9 See "Red Store," n.3. 

10 Akins, "History of Halifax City," p. 157n.; HCCH, legal 

agreement, Enos Collins to William Clark, 1854, bk. 109, 

ff. 146-8. 

11 PANS, RG35-A,assessment books, vol. II (1823, 1824). 

12 "Bank!" Acadian Recorder, 3 September 1825. 

13 "Omicron," The Novascotian, 5 February 1834. 

14 The union was viewed as "one of the most important 

transactions in the history of Halifax financial 

institutions" and five of the seven columns on the front 

page of The Morning Chronicle (4 March 1903) were devoted 

to the news. 

15 A history of the Halifax Banking Company will be found 

in Ross: Bank of Commerce, vol. I, pp. 22-124. The 
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original partnership agreement of 1825 is transcribed in 

App. Ill, pp. 432-7; it and the later agreements are 

precised in App. Ill, pp. 430-2. Ross apparently saw 

at least some of the Minute Books of the Halifax Banking 

Company, but inquiries of the Archivist of the Canadian 

Imperial Bank of Commerce and of Haligonian repositories 

have failed to locate them. A messenger book, a cash 

book, and three account books are filed at PANS, MG3 

Nos. 361-5. For an evaluation of the role of the 

Halifax Banking Company in Canadian banking, see Bray 

Hammond: "Banking in Canada before Confederation, 

1792-1867," Approaches to Canadian Economic History, eds. 

W.T. Easterbrook and M.H. Watkins (Toronto: McClelland 

and Stewart Limited, 1967), pp. 154-7. 

16 Notice, The Halifax Journal, 7 January 1834; City 

Directory, 1871/2. 

17 P.C. Hill advertisement, The British Colonist, 14 October 

1851; MLA's of N.S . ; Nugent's Directory ... 1858-9; 

Halifax Directory ... 1863 ; Hutchinson's Directory . . . 

1866-67; City Directory, 1869/70 - 71/2. 

18 City Directory, 1882/3 - 1919. 

19 Interview: R.J. Fisher of P & B., 9.5.72; Marion F. Moore: 

"A Case for Preservation," The Atlantic Advocate, 

January 1965, (hereafter cited as Moore: "Preservation", 

p. 64). 
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20 Partnership notice, Acadian Recorder, 30 April 1825. 

21 Auction notices, The Novascotian, 1 November 1827, 

3 December 1829; E. Collins & Co. advertisements, The 

Novascotian, 23 April 1829, 18 August 1830, 2 October 

1833; Acadian Recorder, 11 August 1832; The Novascotian, 

7 April 1830 ff. 

22 Notice, The Novascotian, 1 January 1840; Joseph Allison 

and Co. advertisements, The Novascotian, 21 May, 10 

December 1829; 21 July 1830; Acadian Recorder, 25 June, 

21 July 1831; 14 July 1832; PANS, RG35-A, assessment 

books, vol. II (1830), vol. Ill (1834, 1836). 

23 See, for instance, their advertisements in The British 

Colonist , 1 September, 13 October, 20 December 1849; 

28 March, 23 May 1850; The Daily Sun, 3 January 1855. 

24 PANS, RG35-A, assessment books, vol. IV (1862); City 

Directory, 1869/70 - 81/2. 

25 PAC, RG8 C1366, p. 94, Pengelly to AQMG, Military Store 

Office, Halifax, 3 August 1863, copy. 

26 City Directory, 1887/8 - 1911; Our Dominion, p. 86; The 

City of Halifax, pp. 75-76. 

27 City Directory, 1906/7 - 1924. 

28 City Directory, 1910-35 including C.E. Choat & Co. 

advertisements 1910, 1914, 1915. 

29 "Waterfront Fire Brings Property Loss of $20,000," The 

Halifax Mail, 26 December 1934, p. 3. 
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30 The water lot granted in 1809 is described in detail in 

the deed of transfer, William Lawson to Charles R. 

Prescott, 1810, bk. 39 ff. 62-65. See also HCCH, deeds 

of transfer, Prescott to Collins, 1811, bk. 39 ff. 345-6 

and Prescott and Lawson to John Clark, 1810, bk. 39 ff. 

14-18, release, Clark to Collins, and deed of transfer, 

Collins to Clark, 1822, bk. 47 ff. 303-6. 

31 For further discussion of the missing deed, see "Red 

Store," n.3. 

32 The difficulties in applying the deed of 1811 were 

apparent at the time that R.L.H. Collins transferred 

the property through brokers to the Sullivan Storage 

Company. The land was therefore described not only 

in relation to the deed of 1811 but additionally in 

relation to the Ordnance Yard, and it was also 

specifically identified as 53-55 Upper Water Street 

(HCCH, deeds of transfer, Brenton Robie Collins to 

Richard Leslie Halliburton Collins, 1942, bk. 848, ff. 

382-5; R.L.H. Collins to Melvin S. Clarke, 1943, bk. 

843, ff. 1253-6). A plan accompanied the first transfer 

of the property (HCCH, deeds of transfer, Clarke to 

Darcy Sullivan and Sullivan to Sullivan Storage Company, 

1943, bk. 857 ff. 337-44); a copy of the plan (Fig. 18) 

is filed in bk. 1027 p. 537. To ensure that no future 



112 

question as to ownership could arise, R.L.H. Collins 

granted a confirming deed to Sullivan Storage Company 

In 1944. (bk. 887 ff. 217-20) Expropriations, no. 1934, 

Sullivan Storage Company, July 1968. 

33 HCCH, deeds of transfer, Sullivan Storage Company to 

Lawrence H. Mackenzie and Lawrence D. Mackenzie, 1947, 

bk. 963 ff. 481-4; L.H. Mackenzie to L.D. Mackenzie, 

1947, bk. 1024 ff. 793-6; L.D. Mackenzie to Cleveland 

Realty Corporation, 1949, bk. 1027 ff. 537-40; lease, 

Cleveland Realty Corporation to Donald C. keddy, March 

1949, bk. 1006 ff. 353-7; deed of transfer, same, July 

1949, bk. 1037 ff. 261-4; expropriations no. 1933, 

Donald C. keddy Ltd., July 1968. 

34 HCCH, legal agreement, Enos Collins to William Clark, 

1854, bk. 109 ff. 146-8. 

Whereas ... William Clark is in progress of erecting 

a new store against the North side of a stone store and 

building of the said Enos Collins which has been standing 

for thirty years on the line between their (sic) 

respective properties and the water shed the Northern 

side of which is towards the property of the said 

William Clark, 

And Whereas a Cornice with spouts and conductors 
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secured by Iron clamps or fastenings on the north side 

of said stone store ... and along the whole extent 

thereof have been erected and maintained under and 

bejond (sic) the eaves of the roof thereof on that 

side ever since the erection of the said store reaching 

(?) bejond (sic) the northern side of the said store 

and over and bejond (sic) the line of division between 

the said properties and over the property of the said 

William Clark and the said Enos Collins claims the right 

by user prescription and long occupation forever here

after for himself and his heirs and assigns to maintain 

the said cornice spouts and conductors and others in 

their place with the necessary fastenings and to carry 

off the water from the northern roof or side of his 

said stone store or of any other building standing on 

the side (sic) thereof by cornice spouts and conductors 

projecting to the Northward of the line of division 

between the said properties. 

Now these Presents Witness that ... the said 

William Clark shall be permited (sic) to remove the 

said cornices spouts and conductors ... from the eaves 

of the North roof of the said Enos Collins said building 

if it shall be necessary and only so far as may be 

necessary to do so for enabling the said William Clark 
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to carry up the southern side of his said new building 

under the said proposed roof. (For the latter, see 

n.27, Simon's Building.) ... and that the same number 

and kinds of Skylights now in the north side of the 

roof of the said stone store ... of the said Enos Collins 

and which will be covered in by the proposed roof 

aforesaid shall be made and put in on the south side of 

the roof of the said stone store ... and that the costs 

of the whole work herein mentioned and whatever further 

may be necessary to carry into effect the said objects 

shall be done exclusively by the said William Clark .... 

Agreement was also made to ensure that if any future 

roof between the two buildings did not satisfy the needs 

of both structures, Collins' claimed rights should be 

recognized. 

35 Interview: D.C. Keddy, 28.4.72. Mr. Keddy observed the 

wall construction when the window on the southwest 

side of the building was changed to a loading door. 

36 This was probably the Warehouse portion of the building. 

Supreme Court, The Novascotian, 21 January 1830; Halifax 

Police Office Notice, The Novascotian, 26 November 1829. 

37 Letter written in 1905 by cashier of the Halifax Banking 

Company, quoted in Ross: Bank of Commerce, (hereafter 

cited as cashier's letter), pp. 440-2. 
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38 Ibid. 

39 Report of J. and J. Taylor Limited of Toronto, quoted 

in Ross: Bank of Commerce, p. 439. 

40 The British Colonist, 1 September 1849. 

41 HCCH, legal agreement, Collins to Clark, 1854, bk. 109 

ff. 146-8. 

42 Cashier's letter. 

43 Ibid. 

44 Interview: D.C. Keddy, 28.4.72. 

45 "Upper Water Street Building Is Damaged by Fire," The 

Halifax Chronicle, 26 December 1934, p. 12; "Home of 

Nova Scotia's First Bank Destroyed", Halifax Herald, 

26 December 1934, p. 1; "Waterfront Fire Damage Fixed 

at $30,000", Halifax Daily Star, 26 December 1934, p. 5; 

"Waterfront Fire Brings Property Loss of $20,000", The 

Halifax Mail, 26 December 1934, p. 3. 

46 Conversation: Mr. Sullivan, C.E. Choat & Co., 24.4.72. 

47 P.C. Hill advertisement, The British Colonist, 14 October 

1851; William H. Hill advertisement, The British Colonist, 

1 November 1862; Halifax. Annual Report, 1861-2, p. 16; 

Halifax Directory ... 1863; Hutchinson's Directory ... 

1866-67; City Directory, 1869/70 - 84/5. 

48 Interview: D.C. Keddy, 28.4.72; Conversation: Mr. 

Creighton of Creightons Ltd., 5.72. 
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49 HCCH, lease, Cleveland Realty Corporation to Donald C. 

Keddy, 1949, bk. 1006 ff. 353-7. 

50 Interview: D.C. Keddy, 28.4.72. The demolition of the 

vault is described in Moore: "Preservation", p. 64. 

51 Cashier's letter. 
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ENDNOTES: RED STORE 

1 HCCH, deed of transfer and legal agreement, Charles R. 

Prescott and William Lawson to John Clark, 1810, bk. 39 

ff. 14-19. 

2 Notice of sales at auction by Charles Hill & Co., Acadian 

Recorder, 30 January, 3 April 1813; Collins & Allison 

advertisement, Acadian Recorder, 24 March 1821. 

3 Collins & Allison advertisement, Acadian Recorder, 24 

March - 30 June, 1 September - 3 November 1821; HCCH, 

release, Clark to Enos Collins, and deed of transfer, 

Collins to Clark, 1822. The deed of transfer from 

Prescott to Collins does not appear to have been 

registered, but the release and deed exchanged between 

Collins and Clark have been, probably in error instead, 

registered twice -- in 1823 (bk. 47 ff. 303-6) and 

again in 1829 (bk. 51 ff. 369-73). The documents, drawn 

in November 1822, state that the property was then 

owned by Collins. 

4 HCCH, release, Clark to Collins, and deed of transfer, 

Collins to Clark, 1822, bk. 47 ff. 303-6. 

5 Although the title "Red Store" described a building at 

one time on part of this site, no evidence has been 

found to suggest that either the name or the colour to 

which it refers ever applied to the present building. 
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Mr. Fisher of E & B. had not heard of such a title being 

attached to the structure. Interview: 9.5.72. 

6 PANS, Liverpool Business Records: Business Letterbook 

of the firm of Seely & Gough, 1827-33: Seely & Gough 

to Enos Collins, Liverpool, 3 and 22 July, 2 and 21 

August 1830; 5 May 1831; 28 April 1832. There is 

architectural evidence to suggest that this structure 

may originally have had only two storeys. 

7 PANS, RG35-A, assessment books, vol. Ill (1833, 1834); 

Edward Lawson advertisement, The Novascotian, 2 April 

1834; E. Shortis advertisement, Acadian Recorder, 21 

January 1832. 

8 PAC, RG8 C1363, pp. 456-7 and 461, Mervyn Nugent AQMG 

to Deputy Commissary General, Halifax, 13 January 1862 

and R.R. Pringle to Nugent, Military Store Office, 

Halifax, 13 January 1862; C 1366, p. 98, E. Pengelly 

to Nugent, 5 August 1863; p. 288, Nugent to Routh, 15 

January 1864; C 1369, p. 421, Collins to Pengelly, 

13 August 1866, copies. PANS, RG35-A, assessment books, 

vol. IV (1862); City Directory, 1869/70; "Two Conflagration," 

Acadian Recorder, 4 December 1916, p. 3. 

9 The measurements of the long wooden salt and fish store 

were given as "about" 130 ft. 4 in. by 35 ft. 4 in. 

HCCH, deeds of transfer, Enos Collins to J. and R.B. 
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Seeton, 1865, bk. 148 ff. 560-1; B.H. Collins to J. 

and R.B. Seeton, 1872, bk. 180 ff. 39-41. 

10 HCCH, deed of transfer, J. and R.B. Seeton to Robert 

Pickford and William A. Black, 1876, bk. 205 ff. 450-3. 

11 City Directory, 1871/2 -79/80, 1882/3 -84/5, including 

Kandick advertisement, 1871/2. 

12 City Directory, 1869/70 - 85/6, including Ackhurst 

advertisement, 1869/70; Halifax. Annual Report, 1861/2, 

1867/8, 1871/2, 1872/3. 

13 City Directory, 1879/80 - 84/5; "St Andrew's Waterside 

Church Mission," The Church Guardian, 27 July 1879, 

8 April 1880. 

14 City Directory, 1877/8 - 1920. 

15 I.H. Mathers & Son, Daily Journals, passim. For a 

synopsis of Mathers' interests, see "Isaac A. (sic) 

Mathers, Esq.," The Syren and Shipping (London, England), 

17 September 1902, p. 94 and Supplement to The Paper-

Maker and British Paper Trade Journal, 1 November 1902. 

16 City Directory, 1880/1 - 1935; The Maritime Merchant, 

1904-5, pass im. 

17 "Two Conflagrations," Acadian Recorder, 4 December 1916, 

p. 3. 

18 City Directory, 1885/6 - 1910; MLA's of N.S. 

19 City Directory, 1880/1 - 1935. 
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20 HCCH, expropriations, Pickford & Black, no. 1937, July 

1968. 

21 "Destructive Fire in Office Building and Warehouse on 

Pickford & Black's Wharf Last Night," Halifax Herald, 

4 December 1916, p. 4. 

22 Except where otherwise noted, the analysis in this para, 

is based upon three photographs of the building in the 

late 19th or very early 20th century. None has been 

precisely dated, but all precede 1904 when the sail 

loft on the south side of the wharf was burned. See 

Figs. 28, 29, and 30. 

23 "Two Conflagrations," Acadian Recorder, 4 December 

1916, p. 3; "Destructive Fire in Office Building and 

Warehouse on Pickford & Black's Wharf Last Night," 

Halifax Herald, 4 December 1916, p.4. 

24 Ibid.; I.H. Mathers & Son, Daily Journal, 1 February 1917. 

25 The Maritime Merchant, 28 July 1904, p. 102. 
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ENDNOTES: THE SIMON'S BUILDING 

1 PAC, W055/857, f. 150, Plan of the Wharfs and Buildings 

... now in the possession of R. Lester and R. Morrogh; 

P. Ryan advertisement dated 11 October 1804, NSRG, 3 

January 1805. 

2 HCCH, deed of transfer, Charles Prescott and William 

Lawson to John Clark, 1810, bk. 39 ff. 14-16. 

3 John Clark advertisements, NSRG, 23 May, 20 June 1809. 

4 For discussion of the early development of Clark's 

wharf, see "Privateer's Warehouse," para. 2,3, and 4. 

5 James N. Shannon Jr. advertisements, Acadian Recorder, 

24 April 1819 and The Free Press, 4 June 1822. 

6 J. Lyons & Co. advertisements, The Novascotian, 8, 

15 November 1827; 7 July 1828; 18 April, 27 August, 

11 November 1829; 22 April 1830. HCCH, assignment of 

mortgage of David and John Edward Starr (1 June 1840), 

E.F. Clark et al, executors of John Clark, to Enos 

Collins, 1844, bk. 77 ff. 115-20. 

7 HCCH, legal agreement, Enos Collins to William Clark, 

1854, bk. 109 ff. 146-8. 

8 HCCH, mortgages, Clark to Collins, 1857, bk. 119 ff. 

525-7 and 1858, bk. 118 ff. 638-40. The mortgages 

were L3000 and L6000 respectively. 

9 Notice, The Royal Gazette, 7 September 1859, p. 284. 
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10 HCCH, deed of transfer, Louisa Sophia Clark to Robert 

W. Fraser, 1859, bk. 127 ff. 246-7* release of mortgage, 

Collins to Fraser, 1859, bk. 127 f. 248; deed of transfer, 

Fraser to William Tarr and William Chisholm, 1859, bk. 

127 ff. 248-50; deed of transfer, Fraser to Jonathan 

C. and Charles Allison, 1859, bk. 127 ff. 255-7. 

11 Halifax Directory ... 1863; Hutchinson's Directory 

... 1866-67; City Directory, 1869/70 - 73/74; for 

instance, see Edward Lawson's sales at auction for 

R.W. Fraser & Co., The Acadian Recorder, 20 April 1861. 

12 Halifax and Its Business: containing Historical Sketch, 

and Description of the City and its Institutions. Also 

Description of Different Lines of Business, with Account 

of the Leading Houses in Each Line. (Halifax: Nova 

Scotia Publishing Co., 1876), (hereafter cited as 

Halifax and Its Business), pp. 137-8 states that Esson 

& Co. removed to Upper Water Street in 1868, but 

Hutchinson's Directory ... 1866-67 already lists the 

firm in that location. 

13 The firm was established in 1830. Esson & Co. 

advertisement, City Directory, 1869/70 - 75/76; 

Halifax and its Business, pp. 137-8; Our Dominion, p. 

102. 

14 "Esson & Co. Suspend," The Novascotian, 18 August 1888, 

p . 3 . 
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15 HCCH, deed of transfer, Fraser to William Esson, 1880, 

bk. 224 ff. 477-80. 

16 HCCH, deed of assignment, William Esson and Alexander 

Anderson (Esson & Co.) to Isaac H. Mathers and Brook W. 

Chipman, 1888, bk. 266 ff. 145-50. Mathers' office was 

situated in the "Red Store" on the adjoining wharf. 

17 Advertisement of assignees' sale, Acadian Recorder, 

7 September 1888. 

18 Ibid. William Robertson purchased the building for 

$16,450 which was $6,050 less than Esson had paid for 

it in 1880. Robertson apparently acted as agent for 

Chipman in the transaction. Notice of sale, The 

Novascotian, 15 September 1888; HCCH, deeds of transfer, 

Fraser to Esson, 1880, bk. 224 ff. 477-80; Mathers and 

Chipman, assignees of Esson & Co., to James A. Chipman, 

1888, bk. 268 ff. 778-80; City Directory, 1889/90 - 97/8. 

19 City Directory, 1890/1 - 1902/3. 

20 HCCH, deed of transfer, Chipman to James Adams and 

Ingraham B. Shaffner, 1897, bk. 323 ff. 27-29; Who's Who 

in Canada, 1917/18; The City of Halifax, pp. 85-6. 

21 City of Halifax, pp. 85-6; I.B. Shaffner & Company 

advertisements, The Maritime Merchant, 1904-5. Shaffner 

was a sufficiently important figure to rank entry in 

Who's Who in Canada, 1917/18 - 21. 
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22 HCCH, deed of transfer, Shaffner to George H. Hooper, 

1917,' bk. 494 ff. 77-80. 

23 HCCH, deed of transfer, Hooper to J.B. Mitchell, 1919, 

bk. 482 ff. 789-91. 

24 City Directory, 1919-24, 1931; "Upper Water Street 

Building is Damaged by Fire," The Halifax Chronicle, 

26 December 1934, p. 12. 

25 HCCH, deed of transfer, Rose Mitchell to Joseph Simon, 

1937, bk. 759 ff. 409-12; expropriations, no. 1936, 

Joseph Simon, 1968. 

26 HCCH, deed of transfer, Fraser to Esson, 1880, bk. 224 

ff. 477-80. 

27 HCCH, legal agreement, Enos Collins to William Clark, 

1854, book 109 ff. 146-8 "Whereas ... William Clark is 

in progress of erecting a new store against the north 

side of a stone store and building of the said Enos 

Collins ... 

Now these Presents Witness that the said William 

Clark has proposed and it is hereby agreed by and 

between the said parties that the North side of the 

roof of the said New Building of the said William 

Clark now in progress and the south side of the roof 

of the said stone Building or store of the said Enos 

Collins shall be united by a crowning roof thrown from 
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the ridge of the one to the ridge of the other whereby 

the only water sheds required will be from the roof on 

the North side of the said William Clarks said buildings 

upon his own property and from the roof on the south 

side of the said Enos Collins said building upon his 

own property according to the plan hereunto annexed ... 

and it is agreed as aforesaid that the hip roof 

on the western side of the stone Store be well and 

sufficiently united with a corresponding high roof to 

be made by the said William Clark on the west side of 

his said New Building and brought over to connect with the 

hip roof on the said store of the said Enos Collins and 

that the roofs of the eastern side be also securely 

united and that the roofs of the said William Clark be 

covered with slate except that the crowning roof be 

well and securely covered with zinck (sic) and that 

every thing be done necessary to secure and make tight 

the roof of the said buildings of the said Enos Collins 

.... See Fig. 39. 

28 Unfortunately, Esson & Co.'s papers appear to have been 

destroyed in Halifax a number of years ago. Nevertheless, 

because of the firm's probable remodelling of the 

building and because of its long and prominent association 

with it as well as with business development in Halifax, 
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the name of Esson & Co. should be more prominently 

associated with the building than has been the case in 

the past. Alternatively, the structure might be styled 

after its builder, Clark, or after its important early 

20th century owner, Shaffner. Such an alteration in 

titling would be more consistent with the 19th century 

nomenclature common to the other historic buildings of 

the complex than its present 20th century identification. 

29 Unless otherwise indicated, the analysis in the following 

three paras, is based upon a sketch of the building 

in 1887 (Fig. 40) and a photograph of the same in 1909 

(Fig. 41). 

30 "Upper Water Street Building Damaged by Fire," The 

Halifax Chronicle, 26 December 1934, p. 12. 

31 Ibid.; "Home of Nova Scotia's First Bank Destroyed," 

Halifax Herald, 26 December 1934, p. 1; cf. "Waterfront 

Fire Damage Fixed at $30,000," Halifax Daily Star, 26 

December 1934, p. 5; "Waterfront Fire Brings Property 

Loss of $20,000," The Halifax Mail, 26 December 1934, 

p . 3. 

32 Conversation with Mr. Joseph Simon, May 1972. Mr. Simon 

described the window panels removed as ca. 15 in. wide, 

beginning ca. 4 ft. from the floor and extending to 

ca. 10 in. from the ceiling. These alterations appear 
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to have been done in 1942. EDHCH, Building Permit 

Registers, vol. 3, 4 November 1942, permit issued to 

Joseph Simon for "repairs," no. 28026. 

33 Conversation with Mr. Simon, May 1972. 

34 "Waterfront Buildings of Halifax, Nova Scotia," Peter 

John Stokes, Consulting Restoration Architect, Historic 

Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, Agenda Paper 

1963-18, p. 128; conversation with Mr. Simon, May 1972. 
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ENDNOTES: PRIVATEER'S WAREHOUSE 

1 Charles Hill advertisements, NSRG, 14 May, 17 September, 

3 December 1801. 

2 PAC W055/857, f. 150, Plan of the Wharfs and Buildings 

... now in the possession of R. Lester and R. Morrogh. 

3 P. Ryan advertisement dated 11 October 1804, NSRG, 

3 January 1805. 

4 PAC, W055/857, ff. 151-5, 303-4, 363-4, 83, 84. 

Fenwick to Rowley, Halifax, 24 December 1803, enclosing 

Fenwick to R. Lester, Engineer's Office, Halifax, 

13 December 1803, copy; Fenwick to Lt. Genl, Morse, 

Inspector General of Works and Fortifications, Halifax, 

30 January 1805; R.H. Crew, Secretary to the Board 

of Ordnance, to Morse, Office of Ordnance, (London), 

3 September 1805; Fenwick to Morse, Halifax, 19 

September 1803; Fenwick to Rowley, Halifax, 19 September 

1803. 

5 Fig. 6 is repeated in W044/88 f. 343 (1817), W055/861 

f. 278 (1817), W044/91 f. 361 (1819), and W055/861 f. 

52 (1819). Thereafter the Ordnance Department at 

Halifax seems to have given up the practice of showing 

adjoining property on their plans of the Ordnance Yard. 

"Editorial," The Novascotian, 6 July 1831. 
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6 PAC, W044/88, f. 343, Plan of the Ordnance Yard, 9 

October 1817, signed W. Gregory, Lt. ORE; W044/86, ff. 

74-75, agreement between Philip Roberts, Ordnance 

Storekeeper, and John Clarke, Carpenter, 31 October 

1811; W044/82 f. 43, John Mudge, Clerk of the Cheque, 

to The Principal Officers of HM's Ordnance, Pall Mall, 

London, Office of Ordnance, Halifax, 5 May 1813; W044/ 

89, f. 137, George Barron, Ordnance Storekeeper, to 

R.H. Crew, Office of Ordnance, Halifax, 23 April 1818. 

7 Akins,"History of Halifax City," p. 177; George Grassie 

& Co. advertisement, Acadian Recorder, 11 January 1817. 

8 PAC, MG23 CI, Diary of Simeon Perkins of Liverpool, 

10 October 1805, typescript, vol. 6 p. 148; PANS, MG1, 

Akins Collection. Family papers, Insurance Journals of 

Thomas Akins, vol. 1, 15 February, and 10 May, 22 June 

1803; 16 April, 24 and 31 May 1806; 13 July 1807; HCCH, 

deed of transfer, Robert Lester and Robert Morrogh to 

Charles R. Prescott and William Lawson, 1806, bk. 37 

f. 261. 

9 Mrs. Ann Bell advertisement, NSRG, 20 February 1810. 

10 Prescott & Lawson notice, NSRG, 3 January 1809. 

11 E. Collins advertisement, The Halifax Journal, 10 June 

1811. 
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12 Prescott, Lawson, & Co. notice, NSRG, 6 November 1811, 

1 January 1812; HCCH, deed of transfer, Prescott to 

Collins, 1811, bk. 39 ff. 345-6. 

13 Enos Collins and Joseph Allison advertisement of sale 

of Prize Vessels and their cargoes, captured by the 

privateers SIR JOHN SHERBR00KE and LIVERPOOL PACKET, 

Acadian Recorder, 24 April 1813; J.S. Martell: "Halifax 

during and after the War of 1812", The Dalhousie Review, 

vol. XXIII (1943-44), p. 291; Janet E. Mullins, "The 

Liverpool Packet", The Dalhousie Review, vol. XIV 

(1934-35), pp. 193-202; Joseph Schull, "The Black Joke", 

Weekend Magazine, vol. 8 nos. 30 and 31, 1958, PANS 

vert, file S Ships (2) no. 25; C.H.J. Snider, Under the 

Red Jack, Privateers of the Maritime Provinces of 

Canada in the War of 1812 (Toronto, 1928), pp. 7-52. 

14 HCCH, deed of transfer, Prescott and Lawson to John 

Clark, 1810, bk. 39 ff. 14-16; J. Clark advertisements, 

NSRG, 23 May and 20 June 1809. 

15 HCCH, legal agreement, John Clark to Enos Collins, 

1822, bk. 47 ff. 303-6; notice, Acadian Recorder, 

12 May 1821; Ross: Bank of Commerce, vol. 1, App. Ill, 

p. 430; auction notices, The Free Press, 15 February, 

7 March, 4 April 1820; John Clark advertisements, 

Acadian Recorder, 6 January 1821, 6 April 1822; 
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The Novascotian, 20 December 1827; 14 February, 17 April 

1828; 28 October 1829; "Shipping Intelligence," The 

Novascotian, 1829 and 1830, passim. 

16 PANS, MGl No. 221, Paysant & King papers, Last Will and 

Testament of John Clark, probated 10 October 1838, copy; 

Geo. H. Starr advertisements, The British Colonist, 27 

September, 3 October, 27 November 1851; 27 October 1853; 

11 March 1858; Nugent's Directory ... 1858-9. 

17 PANS, MGl No. 221, Last Will and Testament of John 

Clark. For discussion of the transfer of the property 

in 1859, see "Simon's Building," para. 3. 

18 HCCH, Fraser to William Tarr and William Chisholm, 1859, 

bk. 127 ff. 248-50; Halifax Directory ... 1863. This 

portion of the property has not been subsequently 

divided. 

19 HCCH, assignment of equity of redemption, William Tarr 

et al to Enos Collins, 1862, bk. 139 ff. 235-9; deed 

of transfer, Enos Collins to George C. Harvey, 1864, 

bk. 148 ff. 151-3; City Directory, 1869/70. 

20 City Directory, 1869/70 - 1882/3; HCCH, mortgage, 

George C. Harvey "of Kenwood, Huntingdon Valley, 

Pennsylvania," to John T. Spencer, 1886, bk. 259 ff. 

504-8. 

21 City Directory, 1887/8 - 1904/5; HCCH, deed of transfer, 
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AJM Harvey to Margaret E. Wood, 1904, bk. 364 ff. 724-8. 

22 City Directory 1894/5 - 1930, and see Figs. 15, 16. 

23 HCCH, deed of transfer, G.M. Wood to C.J. Burke, 1941, 

bk. 820 ff. 388-91; Insurance Plan 1939-51, block 112, 

in possession of the Nova Scotia Board of Insurance 

Underwriters. 

24 HCCH, deed of transfer, Mary C. Burke to the City of 

Halifax 1962, bk. 1806 ff. 544-6. 

25 The Panoramic View of the City of Halifax Nova Scotia 

1879 (Fig. 21) incorrectly shows six apertures on each 

floor. 

26 Architectural Investigation. For construction of the 

structure adjoining to the west, see "Simon's Building". 
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ENDNOTES: WOODEN STOREHOUSE 

1 For history of the wharf prior to 1859, see "Privateer's 

Warehouse". HCCH, deed of transfer, R.W. Fraser to 

William Tarr and William Chisholm, 1859, bk. 127 ff. 

248-9; mortgage, Tarr and Chisholm to Enos Collins, 

1860, bk. 127 ff. 250-5; release of equity of redemption 

Tarr et al to Collins, 1862, bk. 139 ff. 235-9; Halifax 

Directory ... 1863. 

2 HCCH, deed of transfer, Collins to George C. Harvey, 

1864, bk. 148 ff. 151-3. 

3 The overlaying of Figs. 8-12 which revealed the presence 

of this structure by 1830 fails to confirm conjectures 

that the existing storehouse east of the "Privateer's 

Warehouse" may have been the building depicted on the 

site by the late 1850s. 

4 City Directory, 1869/70 - 82/3; 1877-1935; HCCH, deed of 

transfer, Alexander John McRae Harvey, executor of 

George C. Harvey, to Margaret E. Wood, wife of Joseph 

Wood 1904, bk. 364 ff. 724-8; deed of transfer, George 

Mackenzie Wood to Cyril J. Burke, 1941, bk. 820 ff. 388-

91. 

5 HCCH, Wood to Burke, 1941, bk. 820 ff. 388-91. 

6 HCCH, deed of transfer, Mary C. Burke to the City of 

Halifax, 1962, bk. 1806 ff. 544-6. 
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7 Observation, accompanied by Mr. John Bigelow of Halifax; 

Wood Analysis Report by Canadian Forestry Association, 

Eastern Forest Products Laboratory. 

8 For discussion of the apertures in this wall, see 

"Privateer's Warehouse". 

9 Because of such obvious errors as the omission of the 

Ordnance Yard wall on the north side of the Central 

Wharf, the Panoramic View of the City of Halifax 

Nova Scotia 1879 (Fig. 21) should be used with caution 

where other evidence does not exist to confirm the 

information contained in it. 

10 A Department of National Defence photograph taken in 

1944 shows the dormers still in place: National Air 

Photo Library, Ottawa (REA 253/5). EDHCH, Building 

Permit Registers, vol. 3, 17 October 1945, permit issued 

to C.J. Burke & Company, No. 30662 and vol. 4, 14 May 

1946, permit issued to C.J. Burke & Company for "repairs 

to Chimney", No. 31318. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHIC ESSAY 

A report primarily for restoration purposes draws upon a 

wide variety of published and unpublished sources. While 

material of a directly or indirectly structural nature 

becomes of principal interest to the historian, this is 

not in most cases the emphasis of the papers consulted. 

Moreover, many materials of a non-structural character 

are also required by the researcher. 

Because of the considerable controversy generated 

during the struggle to save the Halifax waterfront 

buildings, both architectural and historical examinations 

of the complex predate the present departmental study. 

Photographs and plans presented in October 1960 as part 

of the Halifax Waterfront Proposal for a Maritime Museum 

of Canada remain at the Nova Scotia Museum where the 

Maritime Museum, formerly in the Ordnance Yard adjoining 

the buildings, is now housed. Restoration architect 

Peter John Stokes1 examination of the structures is 

reported in two NHSS Agenda Papers, 1962-80 (Supplement) 

and 1963-i8, both of which contain historical information 

based upon the research of Marion Moore. Some of the 

buildings also appear in the "Halifax - Dartmouth Survey 

Report. A Study for the National Inventory of Buildings," 

prepared in 1964 by C.A. Fowler & Company, an architectural 
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and engineering firm of Halifax, with Marion Moore and 

John Stevens. The buildings are treated in detail in 

"The Halifax Waterfront — A Feasibility Study," 

commissioned from Keith L. Graham & Associates, Architects, 

of Halifax in October 1968. The historical report by 

Moore and the architectural analysis by Stevens in this 

volume also provided the basis of NHSS Agenda Paper 

1969-80, from which work on the present study began. 

Harvey Freeman, as a student of the School of Architecture 

at the Nova Scotia Technical College, submitted a 

"Report on the Historical Halifax Waterfront with 

measured drawings of four mid-nineteenth century offices." 

A number of articles, mainly by Marion Moore, have also 

appeared in various magazines and newspapers of the 

maritime region. Some of the buildings are, as well, 

featured in L.B. Jenson's Vanishing Halifax (Halifax: 

1968) and in the Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia publication 

Founded upon a rock; historic buildings of Halifax and 

the vicinity standing in 1967 (Halifax: 1967). 

The most obvious point of beginning research is 

with the standard histories of Nova Scotia. Of these, 

T.B. Akins' "History of Halifax City" (Collections of the 

Nova Scotia Historical Society, vol. VIII, 1892) is 

unquestionably the most helpful. Akins provides detailed 

information on aspects of the physical evolution of the 
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town as well as the activities of the townsmen. T.C. 

Haliburton's classic An Historical and Statistical 

Account of Nova Scotia (2 vols., Halifax: 1829) 

concentrates upon the Acadian presence in the province 

and its very early British settlement. Beamish Murdoch's 

A History of Nova-Scotia, or Acadie (3 vols., Halifax: 

1865-7), on the other hand, is heavily dominated by 

political events and is based upon documentary sources 

rather than, as much of the most useful of Akins', upon 

the author's personal familiarity with individuals and 

points of interest. Despite its title, Duncan Campbell's 

Nova Scotia, in its Historical, Mercantile and Industrial 

Relations (Montreal: 1873) emphasizes the political 

rather than the commercial aspects of provincial growth, 

while A.W.H. Eaton's early 20th century essays (Americana, 

1915-19, passim) are fragmented studies which rarely 

touch upon the economic life of the previous century. 

Phyllis Blakeley's "Business in Halifax" in Glimpses of 

Halifax 1867 - 1900 (Halifax: 19A9) is a concise study 

of late 19th century commercial emergence in the city. 

T.W. Acheson's "The National Policy and the Industrialization 

of the Maritimes, 1880 - 1910," (Acadiensis, vol. I no. 

2, spring 1972, pp. 3-28) brings new insights and 

techniques to the study of the industrial development 
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of the region at the turn of the century. 

A variety of other books and articles have also 

been found relevant. Amongst the latter are George Nichols' 

"Notes on Nova Scotian Privateers" and G.F. Bulter's 

"The Early Organization and Influence of Halifax Merchants" 

in the Collections of the Nova Scotia Historical Society 

(vol. XIII, 1908, pp. 111-52 and vol. XXV, 1942, pp. 

1-16); Janet Mullins' "The LIVERPOOL PACKET" and 

J.S. Martell's "Halifax during and after the War of 1812" 

in The Dalhousie Review (vol. XIV, 1934/5, pp. 193-202 

and vol. XXIII, 1943/4, pp. 289-304); W.R. Copp's "Nova 

Scotian Trade During the War of 1812" and S.A. Saunders' 

"The Maritime Provinces and the Reciprocity Treaty" 

reprinted in G.A. Rawlyk, ed., Historical Essays on the 

Atlantic Provinces (Toronto: 1967, pp. 82-98 and 161-78); 

Bray Hammond's "Banking in Canada before Confederation, 

1792 - 1867" in W.T. Easterbrook and M.H. Watkins, eds., 

Approaches to Canadian Economic History (Toronto: 1967, 

pp. 127-68), and Joseph Schull's "The BLACK JOKE" in 

Weekend Magazine (vol. 8, nos. 30 and 31, 1958). 

C.H.J. Snider's Under the Red Jack, Privateers of the 

Maritime Provinces of Canada in the War of 1812 (Toronto: 

1928) as well contains a chapter on Collins' famous 

LIVERPOOL PACKET. 
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Because the waterfront buildings to be restored are 

situated on wharfs which were immediately south of the 

headquarters of the British army's Ordnance Department, 

a variety of military command records provide information 

about the structures. First of all, they sometimes 

appear on early 19th century plans of the Ordnance Yard 

and environs before the Commanding Royal Engineer abandoned 

the practice of showing buildings outside the Ordnance 

wall on departmental maps. Moreover, the proximity of 

the site to the Yard resulted in an early entrepreneurial 

offer to sell the property to the army establishment. 

Later, the convenient location of the buildings made them prime 

rental space when the Ordnance Storekeeper had insufficient 

stores within the Yard to house his supplies. Contracts, 

correspondence, and plans in War Office 44 and 55 and in 

PAC Record Group 8, C series therefore afford evidence 

as to usage and structure of neighbouring privately-

owned buildings. 

Fire constituted one of the most prevalent and most 

dreaded urban enemies of the 19th century. Its presence, 

moreover, frequently resulted in significant structural 

alterations to existing buildings. The Bicentennial of 

the Halifax Fire Department. 200 Years of Fire-fighting. 

1768 - 1968 (Halifax: 1968) contains a brief, illustrated 
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and very general account of the evolution of fire-fighting 

practices in the town and includes a short discussion of 

several major 19th-century fires. The Fire Department 

itself, however, possesses much more useful records in the 

form of registers of all fires reported in Halifax since 

1907. These provide not only the date of the conflagration 

and the address and ownership of the property concerned, 

but also information as to the insurance carried, the 

extent of damage incurred, and the type of building 

burned. From there, newspaper reports can also be 

easily traced. Newspapers usually gave extensive 

coverage to fires in the town, and although their reports 

concentrate upon the drama of fighting the blaze, they 

frequently offer incidental information as to the size 

and type of structure, the situation of apertures, and 

the style of roof. If the circumstances surrounding the 

fire appeared suspicious, a magisterial investigation 

was often ordered. The testimony of such a hearing upon 

a waterfront fire in 1904 is found in the Pickford & 

Black papers at PANS. It describes in detail such 

features as types of structures, their apertures and 

connections to adjoining premises, and the contents of 

the buildings. 

The Fire Department is not, however, the only 
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branch of city government whose files contain materials 

of use to the structural historian. The Building 

Inspector's Office at City Hall possesses four registers 

of building permits issued since 1892 (1908 - 1928 missing). 

The information is scanty and often incomplete, and no 

permits exist to elucidate what is recorded; nevertheless, 

from ownership and street reference it is possible to 

determine when construction or repairs occurred, and 

sometimes the lists include a brief description of the 

work undertaken. The Engineering Department, in addition, 

possesses an extensive collection of manuscript plans 

of various properties in the city. Dating mainly from 

the 1870s and later, these reflect the appointment in 

1872 of a full-time city engineer. His annual reports 

regarding streets, sewers, and city buildings are found 

in the published Report of the several Departments of 

the City Government of Halifax, Nova Scoita ... 

(Halifax: v.d.) which series also contains reports of 

the Board of Works, the Mayor, a city architect in the 

1860s, and committees on streets and city property. The 

Public Archives of Nova Scotia has a fairly complete 

run of the annual reports from the early 1860s onward 

and has also some late 19th century minute books of the City 

Council. 
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Further useful records relating to property include 

assessment rolls, city directories, and registered deeds, 

leases, and mortgages. Few assessment records for 

Halifax have survived. The Public Archives of Nova Scotia 

has, nevertheless, one book dated 1817 but probably 

earlier (1812?), as well as several books of the 1820s 

and 1830s, 1841, and 1862 (RG35-A). The institution is 

shortly to receive from City Hall the similar ward books 

for ca. 1879 - 1905. These enumerate owners and occupants 

by ward and street in an approximately geographic sequence; 

the assessable value of real and personal property, in 

addition to the amount of tax due, is indicated. McAlpine's 

Halifax City Directory for 1869/70 - 1929, published 

annually, also provides detailed information as to 

occupancy, cross-listed nominally and professionally. 

Nugent's Business Directory of the City of Halifax for 

1858-9 (Halifax: 1858), The Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Business Directory for 1863 compiled by Luke Hutchinson 

(Halifax: 1863), and Hutchinson's Nova Scotia Directory 

for 1866-67 (Halifax: 1866) are similar, earlier 

compilations. Property deeds for the city are registered 

in the Halifax County Court House. Primarily, these 

record the transfer of land ownership, but they may give, 

as well, details of buildings included in or excluded 
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from the property transfer and the size or type of 

structures adjoining. The deeds are often accompanied 

by mortgages which reveal lines of financial connection 

where the holder of the mortgage is not, as was frequent, 

the previous owner. Occasional legal agreements between 

property owners also afford information regarding such 

arrangements as docks, joint fences, and overhanging 

roof fixtures. 

Not only city records but the files of several 

federal departments may be helpful in tracing structural 

history. Many privately owned buildings were used in 

the 19th century for governmental purposes; of these, 

some records as to facilities, repairs or alterations, 

and rent may remain. For instance, in addition to the 

fully indexed manuscript records of the Department of 

Public Works are their annual reports upon government 

owned or rented buildings which are published in the 

sessional papers. Moreover, many prominent merchants 

had on their wharfs at least part of a building used as 

a bonded warehouse, in which goods were stored awaiting 

transshipment or local delivery upon the payment of 

import duties. Owners were required to submit plans of 

the warehouses to be so designated for prior approval 

by the local customs officer. The Customs and Excise 
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Department may therefore have records concerning such houses. 

Those for Halifax, however, are scant, having been mainly 

destroyed accidentally in a fire at the customs house or 

deliberately in the subsequent demolition of the building. 

Ambitious merchants also frequently obtained appointments 

as consuls of foreign countries to facilitate trade 

relations or to handle international shipping matters 

arising near the Canadian coast. The Department of 

External Affairs records date only from the establishment 

of the Department in 1909. Application to the several 

consulates whose representatives in the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries had offices on Pickford & Black's 

wharf revealed that surviving records relate mainly to 

appointments and resignations which can more readily be 

determined by referral to the City Directories or the 

annual lists submitted by the Department of External 

Affairs for publication in the sessional papers. The 

current work of federal departments, such as Energy, 

Mines and Resources' charting of the water level of 

Halifax Harbour, may also prove relevant. 

Business publications to advertise the commercial 

interests of the city, like Halifax and Its Business: 

containing Historical Sketch, and Description of the 

City and its Institutions (Halifax: 1876), Our Dominion. 
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Mercantile and Manufacturing Interests. Historical and 

Commercial Sketches of Halifax and Environs (Toronto: 

1887), and The City of Halifax. The Capital of Nova 

Scotia, Canada. Its Advantages and Facilities (Halifax: 

1909), contain succinct accounts of the principal local 

companies. They usually refer to the previous history of 

the firm and its premises as well as to the main fields 

of its activity. Published histories of corporations, 

such as Victor Ross' A History of the Canadian Bank of 

Commerce with an Account of the Other Banks which now 

form Part of its Organization (3 vols., Toronto: 1920-34), 

when available, provide more detailed description of all 

aspects of a company's operation. Manuscript records 

of business firms are, of course, a rich source of material 

when their creators have been the owners or occupants 

of the buildings being studied. The Canadian Bank of 

Commerce Archives was unable to provide any information 

regarding the Halifax Banking Company building, but the 

Bank of Nova Scotia Archives afforded some comparative 

notes concerning plans, fixtures, and the bank vault. 

Moreover, although many papers of both extinct and 

existing companies have been destroyed, some have been 

housed in public institutions. The Public Archives of 

Nova Scotia, for instance, has several fine collections, 
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including Pickford & Black's registers for L'toyd's of all 

ships entering and leaving the port of Halifax. The 

Archives of Dalhousie University is rapidly acquiring 

papers of Nova Scotian firms, amongst which William Stairs, 

Son & Morrow, J.E. Morse & Company, and Pickford & 

Black are represented. These records include items like 

bills, invoices, cash books, and bills of lading which 

show quickly with whom, where, and upon what scale a 

firm was doing business. The bills of important companies 

as well frequently bore a sketch of their premises as 

letterhead. Correspondence and letterbooks afford a 

fuller picture of the company's activities, including 

the nature, range, and volume of its operations. John 

Grant's and William Forsyth & Company's letterbooks (PAC, 

MG23 C8 and PANS, MG3 no. 150), for example, illustrate 

some late 18th century activities of lessees and owners 

of the wharf, while the Seely & Gough letterbook (PANS) 

describes arrangements regarding building materials 

ordered by Enos Collins in 1830. Daily journals, 

apparently kept by many companies, also reveal the 

particular interests of a firm and sometimes harbour 

forgotten photographs of significant events in the life 

of the company. I.H. Mathers & Son's journals and 

Pickford & Black's similar diaries of the 1920s will 
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shortly be available at Dalhousie. The founding members 

of a firm are usually named in newspaper advertisements, 

as are subsequent changes in partnership arrangements. 

Under the Nova Scotia Companies' Act (R.S. 1900, c. 128), 

firms were incorporated by duly registering with the 

provincial Registrar of Joint Stock Companies; that 

office's files do not, however, include earlier firms 

nor do they retain information concerning extinct 

companies. Prior to 1900, incorporation was obtained by 

individual acts of the provincial legislature, of which 

record may be found in the statutes and assembly journals 

with their related papers. 

Records not only of the firms themselves but of 

those with whom they did business may provide material 

of structural importance. Inquires in this line 

regarding the Halifax waterfront buildings have, never

theless, proved unrewarding. Insurance companies do 

not normally retain detailed information concerning a 

building more than three years after the expiry of a 

policy upon it. Holding and mortgage companies or 

construction and engineering firms with which the owners 

of the buildings dealt may, however, still have records 

of their transactions. 

Newspapers can provide a great deal of information 

regarding the commercial life of a community and the 
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role in it of particular individuals, firms, lines of 

business, or geographic areas. In addition, advertisements 

reveal occupation and usage of buildings as well as 

descriptions of property for rent or sale. A wide variety 

of Halifax papers is available at the Public Archives 

of Nova Scotia and for the 1850s to 1870s at the National 

Library, Ottawa. Major alterations to premises of 

important firms or construction of significant buildings 

may be noticed by the daily press, but less generalized 

business journals such as The Maritime Merchant and 

Commercial Review are more likely to comment. The 

Commercial News, the publication of the Halifax Board of 

trade, usually notes managerial changes in local firms as 

well as containing from time to time histories of long

standing Haligonian companies. 

Information about prominent figures who may have 

been associated with the buildings is available from a 

wide range of sources. The most obvious of these is 

the published biography or other work focussing upon 

the individual, such as C.B. Fergusson's Letters and 

Papers of Hon. Enos Collins (Halifax: 1959) and Kay 

Grant's Samuel Cunard. Pioneer of Atlantic Steamship 

(Toronto: 1967), a rather romanticized view of a close 

associate of Collins. Personal papers, either in 
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archives or privately held, are of course most helpful, 

but these exist for comparatively few citizens. City 

directories, regional business directories, civic lists 

of aldermen and mayors, and general reference compilations 

from C.B. Fergusson's A Directory of the Members of the 

Legislative Assembly of Nova Scotia 1758 - 1958 (Halifax: 

1958) to John F. Kennedy's Who's Who and Why in Canada 

(and Newfoundland) A Biographical Dictionary of Eminent 

Living Canadians and Notable Men of Newfoundland (Ottawa: 

1912) are among the many tools available to provide 

basic biographical data. Newpaper articles in the 

possession of firms or families, obituaries, and wills 

may also be of use. 

For restoration purposes, nevertheless, pictorial 

representations, not written records, are the most 

valuable documentary source available. The extensive 

collections of the Nova Scotia Museum and the Public 

Archives of Nova Scotia both contain photographs of the 

waterfront buildings to be restored. Sketches and 

photographs of business premises also occur in advertise

ments in newspapers (particularly special issues) and 

city directories. More appear, however, in such advertising 

pamphlets as Rogers' Photographic Advertising Album 

(Halifax: Joseph S. Rogers, 1871, reprinted for the 
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Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia, 1970) and The City of 

Halifax. The Capital of Nova Scotia, Canada. Its 

Advantages and Facilities (Halifax: 1909) which were 

intended specifically to promote the commercial interests 

of the city. Furthermore , the provincial Legislative 

Library and the Halifax Regional Library, as well as the 

Public Archives of Nova Scotia, have good collections 

of late 19th and early 20th century illustrated guide 

books to the city; although these normally depict public 

buildings, views of the elegant Granville and Hollis 

streets, showing privately-owned business edifices, are 

not uncommon. In addition, Archibald MacMechan's prolific 

writings about Halifax frequently contain both photographs 

and sketches of the city. A search through files of 

such periodicals as the London Illustrated News and the 

Canadian Illustrated News proved disappointing. While 

extensively illustrated, their issues picture almost 

exclusively public buildings with occasional houses, but 

very rarely include such mundane structures as long

standing offices and warehouses. The photographic 

collection of the Public Archives of Canada reveals a 

similar emphasis, while their selection of drawings and 

paintings is likewise unproductive of specific illustrations 

of the waterfront buildings. Inquiries of several federal 
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government departments indicate that most of their 

dormant records, including any old photographs, have 

already been transferred to the Public Archives. The 

notable exception to this is the National Air Photo 

Library (Department of Energy, Mines and Resources) 

whose well catalogued files date from the early 1920s. 

The Notman Collection in the McCord Museum, Montreal 

includes a number of excellent late 19th century views 

of the Halifax waterfront, but all are too distant to 

distinguish the particular buildings of the Pickford & 

Black and Central wharfs. A study of the catalogues of 

various Canadians collections (such as those of the 

J. Ross Robertson and Sigmund Samuel collections in 

the Toronto Public Library and of Manoir Richilieu at 

Murray Bay), as well as applications to archives and 

museums in the maritime provinces and New England, did 

not discover pictorial representations of the buildings 

unavailable in Halifax. An advertisement placed in The 

Chronicle-Herald evokedlittle response and failed to 

produce any significant material. In fact the most 

prolific single source of photographs in this project 

proved to be the old files still retained by companies 

which had once occupied the buildings to be restored. 

Maps as well as photographs are valuable documentary 
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sources for the structural historian. They often give the 

first evidence of the existence of a structure whose 

dimensions are similar to those of the present building, 

while maps without buildings may show alterations to a 

site such as the extension of a wharf or the alteration 

of a street. In addition to plans in the possession of 

the Engineering Department of the City of Halifax, the 

Public Archives of Nova Scotia and of Canada have 

extensive map collections. The latter's Halifax holdings 

are, however, not large, and a dearth of city maps from 

1800 to 1860 prevails in both Halifax and Ottawa. An 

excellent and detailed plan of the central portion of 

the town in 1831 is housed in War Office 55/2594, but 

it is not until Hopkins' City Atlas of Halifax, Nova Scotia 

(Halifax: 1878), nearly half a century later, that a 

map of equal precision has been found. Although A 

Panoramic View of the City of Halifax Nova Scotia 1879 

affords a fine visual representation of the city, numerous 

inaccuracies, such as the omission of the south wall of 

the Ordnance Yard,make confirmation of its detail from 

other sources necessary. The series of urban maps 

prepared by Charles E. Goad in the late 19th and early 

20th centuries are, in contrast, both specific and 

reliable. Frequently known as insurance plans, they 

illustrate by symbols not only the size, window patterns, 
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and roof types of existing structures, but also indicate 

such minute features as cornices, firewalls (including any 

openings), hoists, partitions, and connections with 

adjoining buildings. Their completeness varies, never

theless, from structure to structure, and only four of 

Halifax, covering the period from 1889 to 1939, have 

been located. Two of these are in the British Museum, 

London, one in possession of the City Clerk's Office, 

Halifax, and the latest in possession of the Nova Scotia 

Board of Insurance Underwriters. 

Consultation of a wide range of sources and attention 

particularly to those outside public repositories have 

been found most useful in completing this report on the 

Halifax waterfront buildings. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In light of the restoration of historic buildings which has 

been undertaken and completed, surprisingly little research 

upon the history of building materials or, in fact, upon 

other aspects of native architecture has been published in 

Canada. The standard works on these subjects are Alan Gowans' 

Building Canada, An Architectural History of Canadian Life 

(Toronto: 1966) and Thomas Ritchie's Canada Builds 

(Toronto: 1967). Marion Macrae and Anthony Adamson's The 

Ancestral Roof: Domestic Architecture of Upper Canada 

(Toronto: 1963) and John Rempel's Building with Wood 

(Toronto: 1967) treat some aspects of development in the 

province of Ontario. These have now been supplemented by 

Pierre Maynard and John Bland's Trois Siecles d'Architecture 

en Canada (Montreal: 1971) and Eric Arthur and Dudley Witney's 

The Barn: A Vanishing Landmark in North America (Toronto: 1972). 

Such journals as the Association for the! Pfreservation of] 

Technology} Bulletin have recently carried some useful 

shorter articles. Although the Building Research Division 

of the National Research Council has accumulated an extensive 

body of information regarding building materials and techniques 

in Canada, much remains to be done. In the meantime the 

numerous studies of British and American building prove 

helpful for both direction and comparison. 
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Newspapers provide an excellent primary source for the 

study of building materials. Merchants and tradesmen 

regularly advertised in them their most recently imported 

wares and often mentioned from where they had arrived. As 

time passed, advertisements for building materials became 

noticeably more specialized and more numerous. Descriptions, 

however, remained brief, being usually confined to quantity, 

types, and, occasionally, trade names; clearly they were 

intended to publicize goods and to entice potential customers 

to come and see for themselves. Firms which dealt not only 

in hardware but also in general dry goods frequently 

advertised such British items as nails, paint, and window 

glass. Other companies more closely connected with the 

building trades received, as well, the bulkier construction 

materials -- wood of many sizes and types, stone of several 

kinds, copper and zinc for sheathing, shingles, and slates. 

In addition to goods imported from Europe, the United States, 

and other parts of the Maritimes Provinces, some materials 

were available locally. The prevalent ironstone and some 

granite were quarried on the Northwest Arm as well as on the 

peninsula of Halifax itself. Granite was also quarried near 

Shelburne and sandstone, or freestone as it was often known, 

at Remsheg (later Wallace). During the 1820s a number of 

entrepreneurs attempted to operate Samuel Prescott's quarter 

century old brick kilns at Eastern Passage with profit. 

Peters, Blaiklock and Peters in the 1850s appear, however, 
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to have been the first to establish a really satisfactory 

plant for producing quality bricks on a substantial scale. 

Wood from Nova Scotia and New Brunswick forests continued 

nevertheless to be the predominant building material. In 

the early 1830s William and Robert Lawson established a 

local nail manufactory, and two others followed within the 

decade. (App. A and B). 

Newspapers do not, unfortunately, provide a similar 

wealth of knowledge regarding techniques. While building 

craftsmen frequently advertised their services, their 

notices were usually limited to invitations to patronize 

them in their particular fields. Their methods were an 

aspect of their trade that they did not often disclose in 

print. (App. C) A search for building manuals and 

contemporary books on architecture has also proved disappointing. 

Booksellers' lists, circulating library catalogues, and 

auction notices rarely included such publications. A few 

standard British and American builders' handbooks are 

currently available in Haligonian repositories, and these 

may have served as guides to unfamiliar techniques or new 

styles. In most cases, however, their provenance is 

uncertain and their condition does not suggest regular usage. 

(App. D) The interesting Mechanics' Magazine (London, 1825-

39) from the library of the Pictou Academy illustrates, 

nevertheless, some local concern for technological developments 
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in construction. It was the type of publication compatible 

with the insistence of Principal Thomas McCulloch that Nova 

Scotians needed a practical education, and it was undoubtedly 

a contemporary arrival in the colony. (App. E) 

The records of the British army presence in Halifax 

provide a rich source of information about building in the 

town. Major collections of military papers exist in both 

the Public Archives of Canada and the Public Archives of 

Nova Scotia. In the former, the 1850 volumes of Record 

Group 8, C series contain some papers of the Royal Engineers' 

office at Halifax, but many more are found in the Ordnance 

Department Correspondence of War Office 44 and 55, microfilm 

copies from the Public Record Office in London. The Public 

Archives of Nova Scotia has, in addition, nearly 60 volumes 

of documents of the Royal Engineers' Department at Halifax. 

As well, Haligonian newspapers contained regular advertisements 

by the Department for both materials and labour. (App. F) 

The most immediate usefulness of these records is their 

indication of what building materials the local Ordnance 

officers required to be shipped from England and what could 

be obtained more economically through contracts with merchants 

and tradesmen on the spot. Much more, however, can be 

derived from these documents. For example, not only 

preliminary estimates, including plans and elevations, but 

also detailed financial reports of the quantities and costs 



of labour and materials actually used for each building 

were forwarded to the Master General and Board of Ordnance. 

The records also note the deterioration of buildings and 

sometimes their mode of repair as well as indicating the 

necessity of adapting English building practices for use in 

Nova Scotia. Furthermore, while the majority of military 

construction was performed under the direction of officers 

of the Royal Engineers' Department, it was sometimes 

contracted to local builders. Some tenders provided specific 

details regarding structural features, while difficulties 

encountered with contracts reflected both prevailing 

conditions in the town and techniques customary amongst 

local builders. In addition, civilian craftsmen and mechanics 

were employed by the Engineers ' Department in varying numbers 

at different times and were thus exposed to the official 

building styles and practices. The dangers of relying too 

heavily upon the rich resources of the military records, 

which detail English rather than Nova Scotian practices, are 

partially offset by the evidence of a close social connection 

between the military officers and the upper class townsmen as 

well as a particular regard for things English which prevailed 

amongst a segment of the town's population. 

Various other published and unpublished records also 

afford glimpses of the physical character and development 

of the town. Local historians of the 19th century usually 
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noted the materials of the extraordinary and the most 

common local buildings, as did numerous travellers. Moreover, 

privately and publicly held records dealing with the 

construction and repair of buildings include papers of firms 

which owned structures, craftsmen who worked upon them, and 

such institutions as insurance firms which were interested 

in them. (App. G) 
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APPENDIX A 

The following material, principally advertisements, appeared 

in Halifax newspapers 1800 - 1865. The selections do not 

by any means include all the material obtainable from these 

sources, but are intended to represent the type of 

information available. An asterisk preceding the item 

indicates that it is, in whole or in part, a synopsis rather 

than a transcription of the original entry. 

WHARFS AND STORES 

Acadian Recorder, 24 April 1819 

To be Let, On the New Market Wharf, a large extensive Store, 

having three fire places in it, the upper part, if necessary, 

can be altered into a Dry Goods Warehouse, fit for a 

wholesale merchant; and the lower part, a Counting House. 

A small Store No. 4, adjoining, calculated to hold salt, fish, 

and dry goods. 

Also, at the head of the same Wharf, the upper part of the 

House called the British Coffee House, with a store attached 

to it. ... Inquire of Samuel King, on the said wharf. 

The Free Press, 28 March 1820 

TO LET, ... 

THAT EXTENSIVE STORE, ... consist [ing] of a Frost Proof 

7 
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Cellar extending from Water Street to Hollis Street, being 

under the whole Building; and three commodious Lofts above... 

The Free Press, 2 November 1820 

VALUABLE STAND FOR BUSINESS TO BE LET, 

THOSE two newly fitted up HOUSES with extensive Shops 

attached, one situate in Water-street nearly opposite the 

head of James Creighton, Esq's Wharf; consisting of a large 

Cellar and Shop, a convenient Kitchen and six well finished 

Rooms, together with a large Garret. 

The house in Hollis street has precisely the same 

accommodations .... 

The Free Press, 11 June 1822 

FOR SALE. 

THAT VERY VALUABLE PROPERTY in upper WATER STREET, ... 

consist [ingj of a convenient House in good repair, a WHARF 

on which is a new Store and the water lot extend [ingj 300 

feet into the Harbour. 

The Free Press, 23 July 1822 

TO BE LET ... 

THE property of the late Captain Peeples, adjoining the Team 

Boat Slip, consisting of a shop in the occupation of 

Allan M'Donald, the Corner Shop now occupied by Mr. David 

Muirhead, the Butcher's Shop, Scadjoining; the Shop and 

House occupied by Messrs. Muirhead and Roast; and a Store 
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and Sail Loft in rear of the same; and the Wharf known as 

the Little Market Wharf. ... They will be let together or 

separately.... 

Acadian Recorder, 2 November 1822 

To be Let ... on Marchington's wharf 

The DOCKAGE and WHARFAGE of the above wharf, commonly called 

the New Market Wharf. The purchaser allowed fifty pounds, 

taken off the rent to repair it, producing vouchers for the 

amount paid. 

The Store, No. 4, in the south range of building on the 

wharf .... 

The Smith's Shop on the same wharf, adjoining the new 

cooperage. Both these premises are in good condition, having 

been lately well repaired. 

... part of the estate of the late Philip Marchington, Esq. ... 

Acadian Recorder, 22 March 1823 

VALUABLE STAND FOR BUSINESS. 

To Be Let. The WHARF AND STORES. Known by the name of 

Rudolph's Wharf, consisting of the House and Store at the 

head of the wharf on Water street, seven excellent Stores 

on the wharf, with a Blacksmith's shop, slaughter house, 

carpenter's shop and lumber yard, which were rented for 

nearly £ 200 per annum. ... Immediate possession will be 

given of the wharf and all the stores, with the exception 

of the slaughter house ... occupied by Mr. C.W. Hill until 
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the 25th June next. 

*Acadian Recorder, 22 January 1825 

AUCTION NOTICE DEBLOIS & MITCHELL 

DWELLING HOUSE, WHARF & STORES FOR SALE 

... the Dwelling House, Wharf and Stores, with a stable 

adjoining, the property of Alexander Mitchell, situated 

between Mr. Doyle's and Messrs. Tremain's Wharf .... 

The Dwelling House measures in front 31 feet 4 inches, and 

41 feet 3 inches to the rear, with a stone wall under the 

whole House, and frost proof Cellar; there is on the first 

floor a shop, setting room and kitchen, and four rooms on 

the second storey, with a large attic above. The space 

between the House and Store, used for a Yard is 39 feet. 

The store which is very roomy, is two stories high, and a 

Garrit measuring 31 feet 4 inches in front and 60 feet back, 

with an excellent Stone Wall under the whole, having a large 

passage through the Store from the Street on to the Wharf. 

The Stable, two stories, 12 feet 3 by 23 feet 6 inches; 

the Wharf commencing from the lower end of the Store 

measuring 73 feet, with above 100 feet of water beyond 

that unimproved upon. 

*Acadian Recorder, 30 April 1825 

TO LET. 

Those large and commodious STORES on Fairbanks Wharf, 

formerly occupied by Messrs. Forsyth & Co., recently by 
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Messrs Fairbanks & Allison, and Robert Noble. They will 

be let together or separately ... and kept in good repair, 

as well as the wharf .... 

Also upon the same premises, a large and convenient Black 

Smith's Shop with two chimnies; a Dwelling House containing 

four well furnished rooms, a large loft and a good cellar; 

another cellar 60 by 18 feet, frost proof, well lighted, 

has a good fire place, and stands almost on a level with the 

wharf, so as to make it convenient of access. 

Inquire of RUFUS FAIRBANKS. 

*Acadian Recorder, 14 June 1828 

Stores ... To Let 

Part of a large Stone Building, (Slate roof,) and a Wooden 

Building two stories high, ... on the wharf and convenient 

for receiving property landed from vessels, together with 

the use of said wharf and an excellent fish screw. Premises 

eligible for a person engaged in the West India Trade. 

The Novascotian, 12 June 1828 

WHARF, STORES, &c TO LET, [by George Thomson] 

For one or more years, the Wharf and Stores at present 

occupied by the Messrs. Grants, and adjoining the property 

of Messrs. Creighton and Grassie in Upper Water Street; it 

is well adapted for carrying on extensive Mercantile 

Business, being central, and the Dock one of the safest in 

town. The wharf will be planked and put in good repair. ... 
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The Novascotian, 13 October 1830 

STORES AND DWELLING HOUSE, to be let. 

At Public Auction ... on the Premises, if not previously 

disposed of, a part of the Estate of the late Hon. James 

Fraser: 

That store in the middle range of buildings on Marchington' s 

wharf, lately occupied by Frasers & Co. A Dwelling House, 

being part of the said range formerly used as an office, 

together with four rooms and a garret. These premises are 

well adapted for a grocery Store and Boarding House. A 

Fish Store in the north range of buildings on said wharf, 

having two dry Lofts, an excellent Fish Screw and back yard 

attached. The Premises may be viewed on applying to 

Alex. G. Fraser. 

The Acadian and General Advertiser, 7 September 1832 

AUCTION SALES. BY DEBLOIS & MITCHELL 

All the valuable Water Lot, Wharf, and Houses ... 

105'6" on Water Street, extending 400 feet into the Harbour. 

On the premises is a large Dwelling House, capable of 

accommodating two families, and in rear of said House is an 

extensive building with two stacks of chimnies which may be 

converted into four large tenements. The Wharf is composed 

of upwards of 3000 tons of Stone, and is planked and there 

are two enterances (sic) to it from the Street. 
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The Novascotian, 28 June 1838 

WHARF AND STORES 

To be Sold at Public Auction, .. if not previously disposed 

of at private sale, the Wharf and Stores at present occupied 

by J.W. Morris; the lot is about 105 feet front, and extends 

into the harbour 500 feet. The Wharf runs 246 feet into the 

harbour, and was lately built of the best materials, in the 

most substantial manner, 123 feet of which is stone, with 

walls five feet wide. The walls under the Stores are 4 feet 

wide, of flat iron stone, and will carry any weight. There 

is sufficient room to accommodate two or three merchants. 

For particulars, apply to E. BARLOW & SONS, St. John, N.B. 

or J.W. Morris, Halifax. 

The Novascotian, 4 October 1838 

WHARF AND STORE TO LET. 

The central wharf ... Known by the name of Thomson's wharf, 

situated between the commercial wharf and Creighton & 

Grassies; this wharf is spacious and has lately been put in 

excellent condition, the Dock is the safest in the Harbour, 

the store contains two lofts suitable for fish, grain, flour 

&c. and a lower store suitable for the storage of salt, 

West India produce, &c. with a fish screw attached to it. 

... Storage and Wharfage can be had until the property is 

let ... Also a Bakehouse to let with an excellent Oven. 



14 

Acadian Recorder, 23 February 1839 

AUCTIONS 

VALUABLE WHARF AND STORES. 

By WM. M. ALLAN, On the Premises, ... 

THAT well known valuable Property, the LONG WHARF AND STORES, 

now in the occupation of Messrs. Williamson, Henderson, 

McFarlane and others, measuring on Water Street, about 

90 feet, and extending into the Harbour 600 feet; this 

Property at a small outlay, and from its eligible situation 

is capable of being made one of the best in the town of 

Halifax, for carrying on an extensive business, having on 

the Premises several large Fish Stores with screws, cooperage, 

blacksmith shop, &c. &c. Upwards of £200 has recently been 

expended in repairs on the south side of the wharf, and the 

eastern end of the north side is filled in solid with a 

retaining wall from 8 to 10 feet in thickness. It will be 

sold either in one or two lots. 

Also, THE LOTS opposite the above, fronting east on Water 

Street 88, and in depth 136 feet more or less, with all the 

tenements thereon ... as dwelling houses and mechanics' 

shops JAMES FORMAN 

Acadian Recorder, 3 February 1855 

VALUABLE WHARF PROPERTY, &c. TO LET AT AUCTION .... 

That Valuable PROPERTY, known as the LONG WHARF, with the 

New Store lately erected thereon, -- the Store and Wharf in 
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one lot, thus offering an opportunity seldom to be met with 

in this city. 

The Wharf is in good repair. It extends about 275 feet 

from the Store into the harbor, is 60 feet wide, and has 

good Water around it. 

The Store is about 90 x 35 feet, built across the wharf, 

is three Stories high with a large attic -- the whole strong 

and well built. The South end suited for a Screw House, in 

which there is at present a superior Fish screw which will be 

sold at the same time. 

There are also two well finished offices, with a Fire 

Proof Vault in each, and a part of the Store is now occupied 

as a Queen's Warehouse. 

This Property being in the centre of the City is well 

calculated for a large business. 

The Wharf can be completely closed in at night or when 

required, from the Street side. Parties leasing will have 

the privilege of making such improvements as may suit 

themselves 

Also - The Long Fish Store, on the south side of the 

Wharf, at present in the occupation of James Dunn, ... to 

be kept in repair at the expense of the keepers. 

... Executors and Trustees of the Estate of late Jas. Forman. 
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WHARF BUILDING 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 9 May 1809 

CONTRACT 

To be contracted for immediately, a Wharf, 100 feet long, 

and 50 feet wide, to be finished in three months - enquire 

at this Office. 

*Acadian Recorder, 3 September 1825 

WHARF LOGS, &C. WANTED 

150 Hemlock Wharf Logs 

10.000 feet of 3 inch Hemlock Plank 

200 feet of Ton Timber 

1000 feet of Ranging Timber 

The Evening Express, 10 March 1858 

WHARF LOGS AND C0RDW00D. 

THE GRAND LAKE LAND COMPANY have on hand, at Fletcher's 

Lake, 1000 Wharf Logs, 

Which they will dispose of, deliverable at either side of 

the Lake, or at the Cove at Dartmouth. 

Apply to JOSEPH FAIRBANKS. 
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RED STORES 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 22 May 1811 

NEW ELEGANT & SUBSTANTIAL HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE, 

JUST arrived, and for sale at Public Auction By 

C. & R. Hill & Co. 

At their Red Store, leading to the Dock Yard .... 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 8 May 1811 

To be Let, ... 

THAT large RED STORE, on Fairbanks' Wharf, lately occupied 

by Mr. Joseph S. Browne, merchant; for particulars, apply 

to [RUFUS FAIRBANKS}. 

Acadian Recorder, 28 June 1817 

[JOHN STARR] 

HAS on hand a few Articles, part of which being a 

Consignment from the Manufactory, he offers them very low 

for Cash, at the red Store on his wharf .... 

The Free Press, 11 May 1819 

STORES TO BE LET AT AUCTION 

... by BOWIE & DEBLOIS, 

THAT large and convenient Red STORE, on the Wharf of 

[RUFUS FAIRBANKS], well calculated for the West India Trade, 

or for the Deposit of any Articles for re-shipment. This 
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Store is 30 feet by 90, -- strong, well secured against rats, 

has a good Office, and so situated that vessels of any burthen 

can discharge from either side without truckage, and surrounded 

with sufficient wharf room for landing any quantity of lumber, 

which may be done on the lowest terms. It has a good Fish 

Screw, and a Wheel for hoisting Goods, and may be divided 

into different tenements, without the least inconvenience .... 

*The Acadian and General Advertiser, 29 June 1832 

AUCTIONS. BY D.&E. STARR. 

For sale, on the premises, the RED STORE, two stories high, 

situate on the south side of Starr's wharf. To be removed 

within six days from the day of sale at the expense of the 

purchaser. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT ON THE PROGRESS OF BUILDING IN HALIFAX 

Acadian Recorder, 4 June 1825 

NEW BUILDINGS 

The very fine and substantial buildings of the iron-stone of 

Acadia, now in progress in Halifax, are in themselves a 

great and lasting improvement, and indicate a favorable 

change of times. This material is esteemed durable. The 

oxide of iron, uniting with the cement, strengthens the 

ponderous massy walls it is used in. Granite and free stone 

are used where strength or ornament require them to finish 

the work. The town will acquire an air of solidarity and 

fires and time lose a portion of their destructive powers. 

This province abounds in every material for buildings, and 

it is in the interest of society that they should be rendered 

as permanent and safe as possible. 

The Novascotian, 6 July 1831 

... Agriculture and Commerce are the two great pillars of 

our [Nova Scotia'sj prosperity 

... we can safely affirm that the general trade of the 

Province is greatly on the increase; and that, if some of the 

old streams of our commerce occasionally run low, others are 

discovered and made available ... That commerce is increasing, 

these are the evidences: — a vast increase in the number, 
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and an improvement in the quality and equipment of our 

coasting vessels -- the additional British and foreign 

tonnage which frequents our ports -- the erection of large 

and expensive stores, and other commercial conveniences --

the repair and extension of our wharves -- the demand for 

ungranted water lots, and the steady rise in the value of 

Real Estate. These are undeniable evidences of the extension 

of our commerce. 

To speak of Halifax alone — it is matter of notoriety 

that with but very few exceptions, every wharf from the 

Lumber Yard to the Dock Yard has, within two or three years, 

been repaired, extended, or otherwise improved. New buildings 

have been erected on many, and others have been raised or 

'enlarged. Messrs. Cunard's and Clark's noble Warehouses, 

-- Mr. Collins' immense ranges of stone stores, which have 

been completed, and a costly stone store which Mr. Innes has 

in progress, are among the most conspicuous of these commercial 

improvements — but wooden stores of considerable extent 

have also been raised by Messrs. Pryor , Lawson, Hamilton, 

and others, while almost every owner of water and wharf 

property, has laid out more or less capital, by which their 

appearance and value have been enhanced. ... 

Within ten years - real estate has risen twenty, thirty, 

fifty, and in some instances, nearly a hundred per cent. 150 

houses were erected in Halifax last year, and this season, 

we have been informed that at least a hundred frames have 
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either been raised, or been ordered. Building Is going on In 

every quarter of the town,.... 

The Novascotlan, 26 February 1855 

MORE CITY IMPROVEMENTS 

It Is gratifying to be assured that, notwithstanding the 

commercial depression existing on most parts of this 

continent, the coming season promises to be a busy one in 

"Old Chebucto". The number of new and substantial edifices 

already contracted for or under contemplation is unusually 

large. Among them may be mentioned a new four storey brick 

and granite store on Hollis Street, to be put up forthwith 

for John Stairs, Esq., by Mr. Robert Davis. Two new stores, 

one brick the other of wood besides other improvements, are 

to be erected on the premises owned by John Tobin, Esq. 

on Water Street.... "The Caldwells" are also about to erect 

a store on their wharf property to be about 170 feet in 

length. These and the public buildings including the Lunatic 

Asylum, Court House, City Prison, &c., together with Railway 

extension, inland Navigation Works &c., will afford ample 

employment to our mechanics and laborers for the present year.... 
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APPENDIX B 

STONE 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 27 March 1806 

NOTICE 

This is to forewarn all persons, from carrying away, from 

the King's Grounds, near Point Pleasant, the Building Stone, 

•reserved for his Majesty's Works. 

Acadian Recorder, 19 July 1817 

SALES AT AUCTION, BY MOODY & BOYLE, 

At Ryan's wharf . . . 

A few tons of excellent FREE-STONE, Landing from the sch'r 

Four Brothers. 

Acadian Recorder, 30 January 1819 

Any persons wishing the Materials furnished for Building, 

during the ensuing season by the Perch, may have [Lime, Sand] 

together with IRON - STONE, such as has been used the past 

season in the Buildings of Judge Haliburton and Mr. Reynolds, 

on very reasonable terms, by early application to 

JOHN TRIDER, 

At Fresh-water Bridge. 

Acadian Recorder, 20 February 1819 cf. 29 May 1824 

ROUGH AND CUT FREE STONE, FOR SALE. 
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The subscriber now offers for sale at his wharf, the lower 

end of Irish Town, a large assortment of rough and cut 

FREESTONE, superior to any yet known in the Province, a 

specimen of which may be seen at the Province Building. And 

he begs leave to recommend to the Public in general, some 

excellent Head and Tomb Stones, together with Hearths, 

Mantles, and Jambs, Islar and Flags; which may be had at 

very reduced prices. -- Any person desirous to purchase a 

quantity can be accommodated at his Quarry in Remsheg, on 

reasonable terms by applying to RICHARD SCOTT. 

The Free Press, 18 April 1820 

DAVID KINNEAR, STONE CUTTER & MASON, 

Returns his sincere thanks to his numerous Friends both in 

Town & Country, for the liberal encouragement he has 

received since he finished the carved works of the Provincial 

Building; & begs respectfully to inform the Public that he 

has received from Leith and Aberdeen, a large assortment of 

FREESTONE, superior to any yet known in the Province, which 

he can cut out for any kind of Building or any of the Five 

Orders, or in the Grecian, Gothic, & Persian styles, and 

he begs leave to recommend to the Public in general, some 

excellent Head & Tomb Stones, together with Hearth, Mantles 

& Jamb, both Freestone & Marble, at his Shop in Mr. Foreman's 

Yard at the Head of the Long Wharf, Water-street .... 
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Acadian Recorder, 6 January 1821 

The Subscriber Respectfully acquaints his friends and the 

public, that he has on hand a quantity of superior JAMAICA 

LIME, which he will sell low for cash. He still continues 

to supply Iron Stone, Lime, and Sand for buildings, by the 

perch; the materials delivered at the place, required and 

of superior quality to any that can be elsewhere obtained. 

Any person desirous of building during the ensuing season, 

by an early application will ensure a constant and regular 

supply of the above materials, in any quantity and as early 

in the spring as may be appointed. 

JOHN TRIDER, sen. At Fresh Water Bridge. 

Acadian Recorder, 3 August 1822 

FREE STONE FOR SALE. 

In the yard opposite the Long Wharf, about 2000 feet of 

block STONE, fit for steps, sills, Unties, ribets, rustics, 

cornices, rustic astlers, gate hobbs, monuments, &c. 

By DAVID KINNEAR, 

Who has a few Hearth, Mantle and Chimney Pieces, Free Stone 

and Slabs, And an assortment of Plain and carved grave, head 

and Tomb Stones. 

The Free Press , 14 January 1823 

NOTICE TO MASONS 

MASONS desirous of Contracting for the erection of a STONE 

BUILDING, for a GRIST MILL, to be built as early as possible 
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in the ensuing spring, the materials for which will be 

furnished on the spot, will please apply without delay for 

particulars, at the Store of W.A. & S. BLACK, who are also 

ready to Contract for quarrying the same, which they wish 

to be commenced immediately. -- The Quarry is at the head 

of the North West Arm, near the place where the Building 

will be erected, and may be seen on application to THOMAS 

HOSTERMAN. 

The Novascotian, 1 May 1828 

BUILDING STONE FOR SALE 

700 Tons of good building stone may be had by application to 

THOMAS FORRESTER. 

The Novascotian, 10 April 1828 

NOTICE TO MASONS. £by Kidd & Hoard, Port Wallace] 

Proposals for building a Lock on No. 2 section of the 

Shubenacadie Canal, will be received until the 15th May next. 

Hewn and Rubble Stone, Lime and all other materials provided; .... 

Plans and specifications may be seen by applying at our 

office. Also -- About 4000 yards Rock to be excavated, which 

the Contractors are willing to give out by contract .... 

The Novascotian, 16 April 1829 

FREE STONE, for Building. 

MESSRS. SEAMAN & CHRISTIE, of Wallace, can furnish from their 

quarry any quantity of this article upon the most reasonable terms. 



Apply at the office of Messrs. Fiddes & Robertson. 

The Novascotian, 24 November 1830 

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 

THAT Sealed Tenders will be received by the Engineer for the 

Shubenacadie Canal, at his office, in Dartmouth, on or 

before the fifteenth day of December, 1830, for Quarrying 

and Cutting such quantities of Freestone, near Fort Ellis, 

as may be required for Lockage, and other Works, upon the 

Shubenacadie River, including Hollow Quoins, Sill Stone, 

and Ashler Face Work. 

The Canal Company will prepare a regular working face 

of sixty feet leneal (sic) by forty feet back, all as described 

in the particular specifications in possession of FRANCIS 

HALL, Engineer. 

The Novascotian, 1 March 1832 

[ALPHES M. H E W S T I S ] BEGS leave to inform the Public, that 

he has (.taken] the Granite Quarry belonging to Mr. Trider, 

at the North West Arm, where he will be able to supply 

Granite of a superior quality, suitable for any description 

of Buildings, according to the plan or specification. For 

Fronts of Houses, Window Sills, Lintle and Door Sills, Step 

Stones, &c. Mill Stones of any size from three to five feet 

diameter -- as may be required -- and other stones from two 

to ten feet in length. ... 
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The H a l i f a x J o u r n a l , 3 June 1839 

PUBLIC HOTEL I I 

TO MASONS .' 

TENDERS will be received at the Office of the Secretary, ... 

from such Person or Persons, who are willing to Contract for 

the MATERIALS, AND BUILD THE FOUNDATION WALLS OF THE HALIFAX 

HOTEL: Agreeably to a Plan and Specification, to be furnished 

by the Committee, the same to be built of the best RUBBLE 

MASONRY. 

The Tenders to express the rate per Perch, at which the 

Contractor will furnish the MATERIALS, and build the 

FOUNDATION WALLS, either of Blue or Iron STONE, the rate of 

each to be stated. 

... By Order of the Committee, HENRY PRYOR, Secretary. 

The Novascotian, 6 June 1839 

TENDERS 

FOR MASONRY will be received by [HUNTER & CHAMBERsJ, ... for 

the erection of a STONE BUILDING, according to plan and 

specification; the Building to be of the best Iron Stone, 

with mortar of white lime and the best quality of sand --

both fronts of the building to be faced with the best hard 

brick, the work on the fronts to be of Flemish band; all the 

windows and doors to have droven free-stone lintells and 

sills, done in sistom, with free-stone belts and plinth: 

chimney tops to be of brick, with free-stone coping, cramped 
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properly with lead. The whole to be completed by the 20th of 

September, and to be subject to inspection. 

The Novascotian, 21 May 1855 

THE QUARRIES AT "CHEBUCTO" VILLAGE 

Some fifteen to twenty of Mr. Robert Davis' friends, 

principally Mechanics, selected a day last week to visit 

the newly opened Granite Quarries, and name the "Rising 

Village" in which they are situated. Arriving at Birch Cove, 

a brisk walk of li miles, in a westerly direction, brought 

the party to the scene of operations. There hundreds of 

millions of tons of excellent granite may be seen scattered 

over the surface. A Tramroad is in course of construction 

to connect the works with the Railroad running along the 

shore of Bedford Basin. Mr. Davis confidently expects to 

have this road completed in less than two months from this 

date . 

After minutely inspecting the Quarries, during which 

one could not fail to be struck with the singular facilities 

the workmen enjoy for separating the granite by the usual 

means and appliances, "plug and feather," the party partook 

of a bountiful "spread" in one of the houses recently erected 

on the site. 

The inner man refreshed, one of the gentlemen present 

rose and proposed the health of Mr. Davis — pointing out 

the indomitable energy which he (Mr. Davis) had evinced in 
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projecting and carrying out so far the undertaking in question 

— and trusted that every one present would unite with him 

in wishing that spirited Mechanic unbounded prosperity. The 

toast was received with the utmost enthusiasm. 

Mr. Davis briefly responded, stating that on that day 

seven weeks nothing had been attempted at the Quarries, --

since that period the Tram-road had been surveyed, partially 

graded, and considerable quantities of sleepers cut and 

deposited along the line, and some 6 or 7 log and frame 

houses erected. Mr. Allen, a well known Engineer had been 

engaged to lay the rails, and the works would be prosecuted 

with vigour. Already large quantities of granite had been 

quarried and dressed for the construction of buildings under 

contract in the city. 

Mr. Davis passed a high eulogium upon Mr. Richard Deal, 

master quarryman, for the zeal he had manifested in the 

enterprise; and concluded by saying that although the first 

outlay must necessarily be heavy, yet he hoped that the 

introduction into the city of a cheap and durable material 

for building would not only prove profitable to himself but 

beneficial to the public. 

... within hearing of the din of the pick, the roar of 

the Blacksmith's bellows and the ring of the anvil ... named 

the locality "Chebucto Village". 
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The Novascotian, 4 June 1855 

Part of the granite (about 700 tons), of which the first 

Lock of the Shubenacadie Canal is constructed, has been 

purchased by Mr. Robert Davis, builder of this city, for the 

sum of *-:125 . 

The British Colonist, 3 September 1863 

SIDE WALKS, ETC. 

^ROBERT MALCOLMJ has received, and offers to work up or 

sell, 8000 feet of IRONSTONE FLAGGING, of superior and 

durable quality. -- will be sold low for Cash. Can be seen 

in the Side Walk opposite the residence of Edward Albro, Esq., 

Hollis Street, and at Hamilton's Wharf. 
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BRICKS 

* The Halifax Journal, 2 August 1798 

BRICKS & TILE, WHITE & BROWN LIME 

may be had at the Brick Yard at Dartmouth, and at Fairbanks' 

Wharf in Halifax. 

Charles and Samuel Prescott. 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 9 July 1801 

Just arrived, and for SALE, On Fairbanks' Wharf, a few 

Thousand well-burnt bricks. 

Apply to PRESCOTT & LAWSON. 

Acadian Recorder, 5 April 1817 

SALES AT AUCTION, BY MOODY & BOYLE, 

On the Estate of the late Mr. Samuel Prescott, at Dartmouth, ... 

A LARGE quantity of excellent BRICKS and LIME, and white and 

brown Limestone .... 

N.B. The above sale is well worth the attention of 

persons who propose building in the course of next summer, 

as the bricks are of uncommon good quality. 

Acadian Recorder, 28 June 1817 

SALES AT AUCTION, BY BOWIE & DEBLOIS , 

On Messrs. Belcher & Wright's wharf, ... 
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40 thousand Bricks ... 

just received by the brig Union, from Newcastle. 

Acadian Recorder, 23 August 1817 

SALES AT AUCTION, BY CHARLES HILL & CO. 

On Brown & M'Allan's wharf, ... 

Just landing from the brig Earl of Dalhousie, ... from 

Aberdeen: 

FORTY M. Bricks, 10 do. fine Do 

Acadian Recorder, 6 March 1819 

LIME, BRICKS & SAND. 

[ D . & . D . EatonJ beg leave to inform the public, that in 

addition to the Lime Kilns of the late Samuel Prescott, they 

have engaged the Brick Kilns: where they intend to keep a 

constant supply of Lime & Bricks, which they will dispose 

of at a very low rate, at their wharf, or delivered in any 

part of the Town, or on the Peninsula of Halifax. Also, 

SANS, of the best quality commonly used in this Province. 

They trust from the superior quality of their Manufacture of 

the article, and the very reasonable prices, at which they 

will dispose of them, to merit a share of public patronage. 

Aradian Recorder, 16 November 1822 

BRICKS AND LIME. 

Lwilliam Goreham, jun.J keeps constantly for sale at 

Dartford Cottage, very superior Bricks and Lime. 
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The Novascotian, 21 May 1829 

WM. PRYOR, & CO. 

OFFER for sale, ... 

a few thousand best Antwerp Bricks. 

*Acadian Recorder, 29 May 1829 

DAVID & JOHN D.- HARE 

Offer for sale ... 20.000 Irish bricks 

just arrived ... from Cork. 

*The Halifax Journal, 6 July 1829 

SALES AT AUCTION, By D.& E. STARR 

At Starr 's Wharf ... 

5.000 Stock Bricks 

15.000 Water Bricks 

9 Hhds. Lime 

just arrived ... from New Brunswick. 

The Novascotian, 13 January 1831 

GIN & BRICKS 

Just imported ... from Hamburg, and for sale by 

[WM. PRYOR & CO.] ... 25 M. Superior BRICKS. 

The Novascotian, 21 July 1831 

COAL AND BRICKS. 

The General Mining Association, supply the following articles, 

at their respective Mining Establishments, during the 

present season. 
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BRICKS 

Of English statute size, delivered on board at the usual 

loading ground, Pictou, per Mill, of 50 score, 56s. 

Do. delivered at Pictou Town, per do. 60s. 

British Colonist, and North American Railway Journal, 
9 October 1851 

FIRE BRICKS, TYLES , AND CEMENT. 

[Robert DavisJ is in daily expectation of receiving direct 

from the manufactories at New York, a large supply of Fire 

Bricks, Fire Tyles , Baker's Tyles, and setts of Brick 

adapted for Grates. Also Fire Cement, and Hydraulic Cement .... 

... at his residence at the Dock Yard ... Granite, Freestone, 

Brick and other building materials, may be inspected and 

bought at the cheapest rate. 

*The Novascotian, 12 March 1855 

Upwards of 50.000 Bricks have been made at the site of the 

Lunatic Asylum, Dartmouth. Mr. Robert Davis, Builder, 

pronounces them excellent. 

*The Daily Sun, 28 April 1855 

John P. Mott 

225 M. hard and pale Bricks, for sale low, if taken from the 

wharf in Dartmouth. 

The Novascotian, 14 May 1855 

Messrs. Peters & Blaiklock, Contractors for building the new 
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Barracks at Fort Needham, have completed arrangements for 

pushing forward the works with vigour, this season. It is 

understood that their Brick Yard, Eastern Passage, is in 

fine working order. 

The Evening Express, 28 July 1858 

7,000 PRESSED BRICK, 

J.D. NASH. 

British Colonist, 1 November 1862 

BRICKS, BRICKS, BRICKS. 

ONE MILLION BRICKS, of all kinds, Faced, Drain, Paving, and 

Stocks now on hand, at the Wellington Brickyard, Eastern 

Passage, and for sale at the lowest prices £by] w* SCARFE, 

Manager. 

The Halifax Morning Sun, 24 April 1863 

Mellings Brick Making Machine, just set up by 

Messrs. T. Mitchell and R. Davis, at Freshwater, is expected 

to be in operation in a few days. The machine, which is a 

very complicated affair, was put in operation on Wednesday 

night and worked admirably. If this machine succeeds as 

expected, the public will have a better, cheaper, and 

handsomer brick than the ordinary brick now manufactured. 

The Halifax Morning Sun, 6 July 1863 

J. Lithgow 

20.000 Patent Glasgow Fire Bricks of very best quality. 
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The British Colonist, 3 September 1863 

BATH BRICKS. 

LANDING ex India, from Liverpool — 25 cases BATH BRICK. 

For sale by BAULD , GIBSON & CO. 
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TIMBER AND LUMBER 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 18 March 1802 

To be SOLD, At private Sale,... 500 Acres of excellent land 

adjoining Beaver Lake ... equal if not superior to any in 

the province. - It is covered with OAK, ASH, MAPLE, BIRCH 

AND BEECH, and a great quantity of Spars, of all sizes, fit 

for shipping .... 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 2 September 1802 

PETER CASHINBERRY, 

Has for Sale 

A large Quantity of LUMBER, of all sorts. 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 3 January 1805 

To be disposed of, 

THREE Hundred Tons and upwards, of MERCHANTABLE TIMBER, 

consisting of Black Birch, Maple, and Pine, but chiefly of 

the latter, together with a great quantity of SPARS, of 

different dimensions, HANDSPIKES, &c 

J.D. MORETON, 

Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island. 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 3 May 1808 

To be sold at Public Auction, At H.M.'s Lumber Yard ... 

The following quantities of Lumber, &c. Which from the length 



of time it has been on hand has become unfit 

Service: 

PINE & SPRUCE TIMBER 139 Tons 

Hardwood do. 18 do. 

Ranging Timber 15581 Feet 

Pine Boards and Plank 7410 do. 

Hardwood do. 3059 do. 

Weather and Clap Boards 6000 

Logs for columns 77 

Wharf logs 31 

Do. Layers 161 

Pickets 3000 

*Acadian Recorder, 5 June 1813 

Scaife & Bain have for sale in good Harbours in the Gulph of 

St. Lawrence, a quantity of excellent square PINE TIMBER. 

*The Weekly Chronicle, 22 July 1814 

G.N. Russell offers for sale 

A cargo for a Vessel of about 180 tons, of PINE DEALS, about 

160 M. superficial feet, -- ready for delivery in August 

next, in the harbour of Cariboo, to consist of lengths as 

follows: 

20, 18, 16, 14, & 12 feet, all 11" broad and 3" thick; 

similar in every respect to Memel Deals, and of equal 

manufacture, with Deal ends, and Lathwood for storage. 
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*The Weekly Chronicle, 9 September 1814 

AMERICAN CLAPBOARDS 

About 50 bundles superior to those made in this country --

sold cheap for cash. 

Enquire of Mr. John Brown, head of Marchington's Wharf. 

Acadian Recorder, 12 April 1817 

SALES AT AUCTION, BY MOODY & BOYLE, 

At Messrs. Collins & Allison's wharf, ... 

About 15M. feet Spruce Boards .... 

Â  liberal credit will be allowed upon approved Security. 

Acadian Recorder, 7 June 1817 

REQUIRED 

30,000 feet of good SPRUCE BOARDS, to be paid for in Cash 

on delivery; any person willing to contract for supplying 

the same, will send his Tender to RICHARD SCOTT, Barrington-

street . 

Acadian Recorder, 21 June 1817 

BOARDS and SHINGLES LANDING 

On Wm. Rudolf's wharf, from ... Mackidaw ... Forty M. 

Merchantable Pine and Spruce BOARDS, for sale by 

JOHN PENDERGAST. 

Acadian Recorder, 2 August 1817 

SALES AT AUCTION, BY MOODY & BOYLE, ... 

At their Wharf, ... 7M. feet clear Pine Boards -- Just 
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received ... from St. John, N.B. 

Acadian Recorder, 2 August 1817 

SALE AT AUCTION, By CHARLES HILL & CO. 

On the Market Wharf, ... 

SCANTLING and RANGING TIMBER. 

Acadian Recorder, 2 January 1819 cf. 9 January 1819 

AUCTION. BY BOWIE & DEBLOIS , 

On Messrs. Black, Forsyth & Co.'s Wharf ... 

The Cargo of the Schooner Quero from Boston, consisting of, 

White Pine Lumber, R.O. Staves & Heading, Hoops & Shooks .... 

Acadian Recorder, 8 May 1819 

TIMBER. 

For sale at Ports adjacent to Halifax, about 1200 tons Pine 

and Hardwood TIMBER, now ready for Shipping. Apply to THOM, 

SALTER & CO. 

Acadian Recorder, 8 May 1819 

TON TIMBER. 

About 800 Tons of excellent Pine TIMBER, at the mouth of the 

Shubenacadie, for sale on reasonable terms. For further 

particulars, inquire of JOHN WITHAN. 

Acadian Recorder, 11 September 1819 

FOR BOSTON, The sch'r BUFFALO, ... 

JOHN STARR ... has for sale, the Buffalo's Cargo, consisting 
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of white pine LUMBER, of a very superior quality, for which 

Rum will be taken in part payment. 

Acadian Recorder, 6 November 1819 

TIMBER WANTED, 

From 1000 to 10,000 Loads of well squared PINE TIMBER, not 

less than 15 inches square, nor under 20 feet in length; to 

be delivered in ports of this province. Payment to be made 

in salt on arrival of the vessels which will come for the 

timber; immediate application to be made to the subscriber 

at Mr. Raymur ' s , north-east corner of the late grand parade. 

W.W. SMITH 

The Free Press, 11 January 1820 

LUMBER FOR SALE. 

[wm. & Ml. Brownj beg to inform their friends, &c. that they 

have removed to the Wharf lately occupied by Mr. John Greenwood, 

Upper Water-street; where they have a general assortment of 

LUMBER, which will be sold low for Cash. 

The Free Press, 8 February 1820 

SQUARE TIMBER FOR SALE. 

R. LOGAN & CO. OFFER for Sale in convenient Harbours, 500 

Tons of Pitch Pine TIMBER, also 2000 Tons of White Pine 

TIMBER. 

The F r e e P r e s s , 11 A p r i l 1820 

STAVES, SHINGLES, &c. 
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fJOHN Hj BRAINE is now landing from schooner Liberty 

(from New York) at Messrs. Grassie & Co.'s Wharf, and offers 

for Sale --

15,000 White Oak Staves and Heading, J 

20,000 Red Oak Staves. > N.Y. inspection 

The Free Press, 16 May 1820 

^FAIRBANKS & M ' N A B ] offer for Sale, 

One Thousand Tons White PINE LUMBER, lying at St. Mary's 

River . 

The Free Press, 18 May 1820 

TIMBER. 

ABOUT 300 tons of Square TIMBER, consisting of Pine and 

Hardwood, for sale at Sackville, on application to 

JOSHUA LEE. 

The Free Press, 23 May 1820 

TIMBER. 

TWO or three Cargoes of PINE TIMBER, with Lath Wood and 

Plank for small stowage, deliverable at safe harbours in 

the neighbourhood of Pictou. -- Also, about four hundred 

Tons of Pine and Hard Wood Timber at Le Have for Sale by 

COLLINS & ALLISON. 

The Free Press, 8 March 1821 

[Reynolds, Co.) offer for Sale the following Articles which 

they will dispose of at the lowest cash price, or on short 
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credit, payable in doubloons at four pounds each --

200,000 Southern dressed Staves 

R. & W. Oak ... 

Ship Stuff, Scantling, Plank, Cedar and Pine Shingles, &c. 

&c . &c . 

The Free Press, 16 April 1822 

[JOHN H. B R A I N E Q has received ... and offers for sale, ... 

120 M. Pitchpine LUMBER, 

20 do Hemlock SCANTLING, 

7*5 do White & Red Oak STAVES.... 

Acadian Recorder, 28 September 1822 

TIMBER FOR SALE. 

At Port Medway, 150 tons ea. White and Red PINE TIMBER. 

Apply to Robert Barry, Liverpool; or, to John A. Barry, 

Halifax. 

*Acadian Recorder, 8 January 1825 

WANTED [by B. HACKETJ 

100M. feet of SCANTLING and LUMBER of various dimensions ... 

to be delivered in Halifax by 1 April next. 

*Acadian Recorder, 27 August 1825 

RATCHFORD & DEWOLF, PARRSBOROUGH 

offer for sale a cargo of excellent 3 inch deals — princi

pally 9 and 11 inches wide, to be delivered at their wharf at 

Partridge Island. Not exceeding 120.000 superficial feet 
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Deal Ends, Staves, and Birch Timber will be furnished if 

required . 

*The Halifax Journal, 7 July 1828 

TIMBER, PLANK AND STAVES WANTED BY THE HALIFAX PACKET CO. 

100 - 150 Tons good Black Birch Timber to square 14 inches 

at least 10 - 15,000 feet superficial measure of Hard Wood 

Plank, 3 inches thick 150 - 200,000 feet superficial measure, 

of Pine and Spruce Plank, or Deal, 3 inches thick, and from 

12 feet to 20 feet long. 

50,000 Oak and Ash Staves 

The timber to be square butted, the Plank Dubbed, square sawn 

at both ends, and of equal width from end to end, to be of 

merchantable quality. Tenders for any part of the above to 

James Bain. 

*The Halifax Journal, 10 August 1829 

TIMBER FOR SALE. 

At Glasgow Harbour, near Cape Canso, upwards of 300 tons 

Squared Timber with a quantity of PLANK and cedar LATHWOOD, 

for broken stowage. N.B. The above Timber was the cargo of 

the brig PETER CHANELOR, from Bay Chaleur bound to Liverpool, 

lately wrecked at Cape Canso. 

*The Halifax Journal, 10 August 1829 

E. COLLINS & CO. 

Offer for sale A cargo of superior RED and WHITE PINE TIMBER, 

about 600 tons, deliverable at a convenient port in the 
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vicinity of Halifax. Also 100M prime dimension Deals 

deliverable at Halifax. 

The Novascotian, 5 November 1829 

WANTED TO CHARTER. 

A VESSEL that will carry from sixty to eighty thousand of 

Lumber, to proceed from hence to Shubenacadie and back, 

enquire of William Foster. 

The Novascotian, 19 November 1829 

AUCTIONS. BY D. & E. STARR 

VALUABLE SALE OF MAHOGANY 

... at Belcher's Wharf, 

MAHOGANY BOARDS, Plank, Joist, and two cases VENEERS, part 

of which is just landed from ... New York. 

The Novascotian, 1 July 1830 

JUST LANDING, 

At Innes's Wharf,... from Wilmington, the following articles, 

viz: TAR, PITCH, VARNISH, SPIRITS TURPENTINE, RICE, Cypress 

SHINGLES and Pitch Pine LUMBER. ... 

The Novascotian, 28 October 1830 

WILLIAM STAIRS 

OFFERS for Sale . . . 

120 thousand feet 3 Inch Pine and Spruce Plank, ready for 

delivery at Dartmouth. 
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The Novascotian, 24 February 1831 

FLOUR, GIN, LUMBER, &c. 

WM. PRYOR & CO. offer for sale, ... 

150 M. pine and spruce Boards and Plank 

100 M. do seasoned do 

The Novascotian, 7 April 1831 

SHUBENACADIE CANAL 

PUBLIC Notice is hereby given, that Sealed Tenders will be 

received at the office of L. Francis Hall, Engineer J ... for 

timber ... 

350 Tons, Hemlock; squared upon three sides, length 20 to 

35 feet; by 14, or more inches, upon the squared surface ... 

345 pieces of Hemlock round timber length 24 feet, and one 

foot diameter .... 

The Novascotian, 23 April 1834 

TIMBER FOR SALE. 

500 Tons of Quebec White and Red Pine Timber at the Magdalen 

Islands, the Timber lies in a convenient place for Shipping, 

and a vessel may load with perfect safety. Apply to 

D & E STARR. 

The Novascotian, 19 April 1838 

LUMBER & SHINGLES by W.M. ALLAN, 

On Friday next, ... on W.F. Black's Wharf ... 

The Cargo of the schr Caroline, consisting of prime 
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St. Andrew's Lumber, which will be Sold in lots to suit 

purchasers; 3t|)M. superior Shingles. ... 

*Acadian Recorder, 19 January 1839 

LUMBER. FOR SALE. by Robert H. Skimmings 

200 M. Feet Pine Lumber 

70 M. Red Oak Staves 

50 M. Ash Staves 

50 M. Feet sawed Scantling, fit for the West Indies Market. 

*Acadian Recorder, 2 February and 8 June 1839 

PRICES CURRENT. HALIFAX. 

LUMBER. 

Boards, pine per M. 50/ - 60/ 55/ 

Boards, spruce " 45/ - 50/ 45/ 

Staves, AM R 0 hhd. £6.10 £7.10 

W O " £12.10 £12.10 

Staves, NS R 0 hhd. £12 & 14 £14 & 16 

Ash " £10 & 12 £10 & 12 

*The Halifax Journal, 25 February 1839 

AUCTION. WM. M. ALLAN 

At Pryor's Wharf, ... 

A lot of seasoned Pine Boards, Scantling, several lots of 

old timber and lumbers, ends old wharf logs &c. and a shed 

building. 
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The Halifax Journal, 29 April 1839 

WILLIAM MACKAY will remove his LUMBER YARD from Mr. Story's 

Wharf to the Wharf owned by David Creamer, fronting the foot 

of the Round Church Hill -- where, by keeping always on hand, 

an assortment of the best articles in his line, which will 

be sold at very moderate profits he hopes to merit a 

continuation of that support which he has received for the 

las t six years . 

Remainder of his stock will be sold low at Mr. Story's. 

British Colonist,and North American Railway Journal, 
4 June 1850 

HENRY G. HILL has always on hand ... 

50,000 prime seasoned clear _ inch Pine Boards 

150,000 seasoned merchantable Pine Boards 

50,000 do do Spruce do 

60,000 do do 3 inch Spruce Planks 

25,000 do do 3 inch Pine Planks 

2,000 Cedar Posts and Juniper 

*The Daily Sun, 1 January 1855 

J. JENNINGS offers for Sale at his LUMBER WHARF, Upper Water 

Street. 

10 M 3 inch Hemlock 

10 M Hemlock Scantling 

15 M 2 inch Hemlock 

15 M Spruce Boards 
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20 M 3 inch Spruce 

40 M Hemlock Boards 

15 M 2 inch Spruce 

10 M Merchantable 2 inch Pine 

10 M Merchantable Pine Boards 

15 M Sawed Spruce and Pine Timber, assorted sizes 

15 M Hardwood, assorted, amongst which are superior Oak and 

Ash 

10 M 2 inch Pine for Boat Building etc. 

10 M 14 inch and l£ inch Pine 

10 M pairs Ash Oar Rafters, different lengths 

300 M Cedar Laying Shingles , good 

25 M Long Pine, Shipping, etc., with 1 inch and 2 inch 

Shipping Pine Lumber 

Also Ranging and Dimension TIMBER 

with various other articles usually found at Lumber Wharves 

The Evening Express, 26 February 1858 

TO BUILDERS 

[D. FARRELL, Dartmouthjis prepared to receive Orders and 

treat with parties who may require FRAMES and FRAMING TIMBERS, 

to be delivered in the spring. 

On hand — An assortment of SEASONED LUMBER and SHINGLES, 

which will be sold on reasonable terms.... 
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Acadian Recorder, 13 April 1861 (dated 15 September [i860*]) 

LUMBER & SHINGLES, For sale at Victoria Lumber Wharf (south 

of the Gas Works) 

ĵ  H . G . HILL J will keep constantly on hand an assortment of 

all kinds of Lumber, Timber, Shingles, &c. at lowest cash 

price. 

He now offers ... A Choice lot of clear Pine Boards & PLANK 

of various thickness. 

Also, superior merchantable Pine BOARDS & PLANK. 

SHIPPING LUMBER. 

1 inch Spruce BOARD, Three-inch Spruce PLANK, Hardwood Plank, 

Dimension and Ranging Timber, Juniper Posts, and 50M. No. 3 

PINE BOARDS. 

ALSO FOR SALE - A PILE DRIVING MACHINE. 

The British Colonist, 1 November 1862 

LOCKPORT MILLS, FLETCHER'S STATION, GRAND LAKE. 

The Grand Lake Land Co. are now prepared to enter into 

contracts for the supply and delivery in the City of squared 

Pine, Spruce and Hemlock Timber, Pine, Spruce and Hemlock 

Boards, Plank and Dimension Stuff, Sawed Laths, Hemlock 

Wharf Logs, &c. 

Application to be made ... to W.B. FAIRBANKS 

Secy. G.L. Land Co. 

The British Colonist, 2 April 1863 

WM. BARRON FOR SALE from the WHARF 
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1000 M. Shipping Pine Boards, 

30 M. l£ and 1 inch Clear Pine, dry, 

400 M. Pine and Cedar Shingles. 

[byj WM. BARRON, Power's Wharf. 

The Halifax Morning Sun, 6 July 1863 

DARBY's WHARF 

LUMBER.' LUMBER.' LUMBER.' 

[DANIEL J. SMITH, GEO. H. STARR & CO.} 

are constantly receiving from Sheet Harbour Mills, and have 

always on hand at the above Wharf, a large and well assorted 

stock of LUMBER, consisting of 

J, 1, 14, l£, 2, 2£, 3, and 4 inch Pine 

1, 14, l£, 2, 3, and 4 inch Spruce 

Cedar and Pine Shingles 

Laths and Palings 

Hemlock and Spruce Scantling 

Planed and Rough Spruce Flooring .... 

The British Colonist, 3 September 1863 

SPRUCE and PINE FLOORING, &c. 

80,000 FT. Spruce Flooring, 1 inch and l£ inch, 

40000 ft. Pine Flooring, 1 inch and l£ inch 

40000 ft. Hemlock Boards and Planks, 1 inch to 2 inch. 

For sale by BAULD, GIBSON & CO. 
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MILLS 

The Novascotian, 4 October 1838 

STEAM MILL FOR SALE. 

Situate on the margin of the Hillsborough, and on part of 

the Water Lot opposite Town Lot No. 15, in the First Hundred 

of Town Lots in Chariottetown, and within One hundred and 

twenty yards of the Queen's Wharf. This Mill has been 

recently erected, for the Manufacture of Flour and Meal, and 

also of Deals, &c. The building is placed on a most 

substantial Wharf, where the water rises to the height of 

six feet, affording free access for small craft. The Mill 

is an excellent frame building, well shingled 45 feet by 44, 

and contains gear, and all machinery complete, for five saws, 

with a circular saw, and has two pair of stones set, which 

require but very little additional apparatus, to put them and 

a third pair in operation. The machinery is propelled by 

two superior Liverpool Engines, of Five horse power each, 

both of which are in the best order, and are so constructed 

as to apply their joint power when necessary to either the 

Saw or Grist Mill. The boilers are supplied from a Well of 

excellent Water, which is conducted by cast iron Pipes, laid 

in a safe and efficient manner, free from the effects of 

frost. The situation is one of the best and most eligible 
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that can be selected in Chariottetown for the purpose and 

affords ample room for. a yard and Store Houses 

EDWARD PALMER, 

J. SIDNEY DEALY, 

THOMAS DAWSON, 

S. DESBRISAY, 

ISAAC SMITH.. 

Charlottetown, 

September 20. 

The Novascotian, 1 January 1855 

FOR SALE AT PUBLIC AUCTION. 

That Valuable STEAM SAW MILL built about two years ago by a 

Company, situated near Upper Dyke Village, and about the 

centre of the flourishing Township of Cornwallis, with 

abundance of PINE AND SPRUCE LOGS in its vicinity -- Last 

winter, notwithstanding the little sledding there were 

upwards of 5,000 LOGS hauled to it, and in common winters for 

sledding many more may be got; and such is the call for 

Lumber, that the inhabitants, with cash on delivery, could 

not be supplied fast enough with Boards at 50s. per M, sawed 

shingles and Laths, from 10s to 12s6d per M, with an increasing 

demand. There are in said Mill or Establishment, besides 

the Up and Down Saws a SHINGLE AND LATH MACHINE, with 

Circulars for ending and cutting off. 

For further particulars apply to either of the Directors 
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or Secretary, or to SAMUEL CHIPMAN, Esq., M.P.P., Halifax. 

... BURGESS NEWCOMB, Secretary. 

Acadian Recorder, 13 April 1861 

THE PRINCE ALBERT STEAM SAW MILL. VICTORIA WHARF, South of 

the Gas Works. 

LHENRY G. HILLj is now prepared to cut Mahogany or any hard 

wood, from logs into plank, boards, or scantling as required. 

ALSO -- To cut Pine, Spruce, or Hemlock Logs into 

Planks, Boards, or Scantling, of any dimensions, to Fifty 

feet in length, suitable either for House or Ship building 

purposes for home or foreign market. The Logs or Timber 

can be floated to the wharf, or received by land carriage 

at the north gate on wharf. 

ALSO -- Constantly on hand — SHINGLES, LUMBER, TIMBER, 

of various kinds. 
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SLATES 

Acadian R e c o r d e r , 22 May 1819 c f . The F r e e P r e s s , 11 J a n u a r y 1820 

SLATING. 

NOTICE. Those gentlemen who intend putting up Stone, or 

Brick Buildings the ensuing summer, are respectfully invited 

to procure some of the WELCH SLATES for covering the same. 

They will be disposed of by the 1000, or the workmanship 

executed at a reasonable rate, by applying to JAMES THOMPSON. 

*The Halifax Journal, 21 July 1828 

AUCTION. DEBLOIS & MITCHELL 

At Government House . . . 

a quantity of Slate for covering houses. 

British Colonist^ and North American Railway Journal 
14 August 1852 

ROSS'S PATENT ARTIFICIAL SLATE. 

At the instance of Sir John Harvey, Lt. Governor of Nova 

Scotia, I applied Ross's "Artificial Slate" of the consistency 

of paint to a wall built against, and retaining a bank, to 

prevent moisture oozing through and destroying the masonry, 

and found it fully answer that purpose. I applied it in the 

spring of 1851 . 

James B. Uniacke , Atty. Gen. Com. of Public Buildings. 

Halifax, 10th August 1852 (copy). 
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SHINGLES 

Acadian Recorder, 12 April 1817 

SALES AT AUCTION, BY MOODY & BOYLE, 

At Messrs. Collins & Allison's wharf, ... 

25M. Shingles. 

Acadian Recorder, 21 June 1817 

BOARDS and SHINGLES LANDING 

On Wm. Rudolf's wharf, from ... Mackidaw — 

Thirty-five M. SHINGLES 

for sale by JOHN PENDERGAST 

Acadian Recorder, 2 August 1817 

SALE AT AUCTION, BY CHARLES HILL & CO. 

On Fairbank's Wharf, ... 

50 M. Shingles. 

The Free Press, 11 January 1820 

FLOUR, PITCH, TAR AND SHINGLES. 

THE CARGO of the Brig UPTON, just arrived from Baltimore, 

offered for Sale by BELCHER, BINNEY, & CO. 

The Free Press, 11 April 1820 

STAVES, SHINGLES, &c. 

£jOHN H. BRAINEj is now landing from [New YorkJ at 
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Messrs. Grassie & Co.'s Wharf, and offers for Sale — 

105,000 Cypress Shingles, N.Y. inspection. 

The Free Press, 8 March 1821 

[REYNOLDS, CO.] offer for Sale ... 

Cedar and Pine Shingles, &c. &c. &c. 

*Acadian Recorder, 5 February 1825 

Wanted ... 100 M. prime pine SHINGLES, to be delivered in 

Halifax by 1st April next. 

Particulars from B. HACKETT 

* The Halifax Journal, 30 June 1828 

DEBLOIS & MITCHELL 

Offer for sale the Cargo of the schooner ... from St. Andrews 

... 70 M. Cedar shingles. 

The Novascotian, 3 December 1829 

STAVES and SHINGLES. 

[JOHN H. BRAINE] offers for Sale ... from Norfolk, 

... 14,000 Cypress Shingles, Norfolk Inspection. 

The Novascotian, 3 December 1829 

SHINGLES, LATHS, &c . 

JUST LANDED, from ... Miramichi, 

32 M. prime pine SHINGLES 

32 bundles Cedar LATHS .... 

ANGUS FRASER, Fairbanks' wharf 
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*Acadian Recorder, 8 December 1832 

L'EPOUSIE & HALL 

first quality pine Shingles, 393 M. -- from Miramichi 

The Novascotian, 31 October 1833 

R.O. STAVES & CYPRESS SHINGLES, 

... from Wilmington, North Carolina, ... 

135 m Cypress Shingles 

D & E-STARR 

*The Halifax Journal, 21 January 1839 

W.M. Allan offers for sale 

250 M. Pine & Cedar Shingles 

*The Halifax Journal, 4 February 1839 

JOSEPH ALLISON & CO. OFFER for sale ... 

150 M. cedar shingles, of superior quality. 

The Daily Sun, 1 January 1855 

J. JENNINGS has for sale at his LUMBER WHARF, Upper Water 

Street, 

... 300 M. Cedar Laying Shingles 

25 M. Long Pine, Shipping, &c. 

The Evening Express, 26 February 1858 

TO BUILDERS, [D. FARRELL, Dartmouth, has J on hand -- An 

assortment of SEASONED LUMBER and SHINGLES which will be 

sold on reasonable terms. ... 
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Acadian R e c o r d e r . 13 A p r i l 1861 

LUMBER & SHINGLES . . . . 

[E.G. HILLJ 

now offers a lot of Prime Miramichi Pine and Cedar SHINGLES; 

also, No. 1 Sawed Pine Shingles, and 100 M. good Spruce 

Shingles. 

The British Colonist, 1 November 1862 

... 150 M. Miramichi PINE SHINGLES. 

For sale by JAS. COCHRAN & SON. 

The British Colonist, 2 April 1863 

FOR SALE from the WHARF. 

... 400 M. Pine and Cedar Shingles, 

fbyj WM. BARRON, Power's Wharf. 

*The Halifax Morning Sun, 6 July 1863 

W.K. REYNOLDS has SAWED PINE SHINGLES constantly on hand 

at the Chebucto Warehouse. 

The Halifax Morning Sun, 6 July 1863 

DARBY'S WHARF 

LUMBER! LUMBER! LUMBER! 

[DANIEL J. SMITH or GEORGE E. STARR & CO J 

are constantly receiving from Sheet Harbour Mills and have 

always on hand at the above Wharf . . . 

Cedar and Pine Shingles .... 
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The British Colonist, 3 September 1863 

SHINGLES: SHINGLES: 

500 M. CEDAR SHINGLES, for sale by G.S. TOBIN, Tobln's Wharf. 
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LIMESTONE, LIME, AND SAND 

*The Halifax Journal, 2 August 1798 

White and Brown Lime 

may be had at the Brick Yard at Dartmouth, and at Fairbanks' 

Wharf in Halifax. 

CHARLES and SAMUEL PRESCOTT 

Acadian Recorder, 5 April 1817 

SALES AT AUCTION, BY MOODY & BOYLE, 

On the Estate of the late Mr. Samuel Prescott, at Dartmouth, ... 

A LARGE quantity of excellent BRICKS and LIME, and white 

and brown limestone .... 

Acadian Recorder, 26 April 1817 

W.H. WORTHY, 

HAVING taken the Lime Kilns lately occupied by 

Mr. Samuel Prescott, deceased, respectfully informs his 

Friends and the public that he has now on hand, and will 

constantly keep a Stock of Brown and White Lime, of the 

best quality, which he will deliver at any wharf in Halifax, 

at the current prices. 

W.H.W. likewise informs his Friends that he has appointed 

Messrs. Fairbanks and M'Nab to be his Agents for the sale 

of Lime, and that they will always have a quantity to deliver 
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at their stores, on Fairbank's wharf. 

Acadian Recorder, 2 August 1817 

SALES AT AUCTION, BY MOODY & BOYLE, 

On their wharf ... from St. John, N.B. ... 

90 hhds. Lime .... 

Acadian Recorder, 30 January 1819 

LIME - £jOHN TRIDEPJ respectfully acquaints his friends and 

the public, that he has on hand a quantity of best Jamaica 

WHITE LIME; also Brown Do., and SAND of the very best 

quality. 

Any person wishing the Materials furnished for Building, 

during the ensuing season by the Perch, may have the above 

Articles, together with IRON-STONE, ... on very reasonable 

terms, by early application.... 

Acadian Recorder, 6 March 1819 

LIME, BRICKS & SAND. 

[ D . & D. EATONj beg leave to inform the public, that in 

addition to the Lime Kilns of the late Samuel Prescott, they 

have engaged the Brick Kilns: where they intend to keep a 

constant supply of Lime & Bricks, which they will dispose 

of at a very low rate, at their wharf, or delivered in any 

part of the Town, or on the Peninsula of Halifax. Also, 

SAND, of the best quality commonly used in this Province. 
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Acadian Recorder, 8 May 1819 

LIME. 

[w.H. Worthy^ respectfully informs the Public, that he has 

reduced the price of Brown Lime to Seventeen Shillings and 

Six-pence per hogshead, delivered at any wharf in Halifax, 

or in any part of the Basion, or N. West Arm. At this price 

he hopes the Public will be induced to give it a fair trial 

as a Manure. 

Acadian Recorder, 5 June 1819 

W.H. WORTHY to MR. JOHN YOUNG, Dartmouth, May 28, 1819, 

I went last week to examine the vein of lime stone which, I 

informed you some time since, existed on Mr. Silver's Farm 

in Preston. ... I send you a specimen of the Rock, which 

is not of the purest quality; but contains sufficient 

calcareous Earth, in my opinion, to be generally used as a 

manure: .... Very little of this Rock protrudes at the 

surface of the hill; and what does appear, a superficial 

observer would suppose had been thrown there by some convulsion 

of Nature; as it is jammed in, to the thickness of about two 

feet, betwixt two veins of slate, which substance in other 

parts, I believe, is never found in its vicinity. But from 

the Solidity of the Rock, I can entertain no doubt but that 

it runs up the hill and exists in a solid mass through a 

long range of country. 

JOHN YOUNG, SECR'Y [OF THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE J: REMARKS, 
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Halifax, June 4th, 1819. 

Mr. Worthy's letter brings us acquainted with the existence 

of lime much nearer Halifax than we formerly imagined; and 

I am satisfied, from the geological stratification of this 

Province, that calcareous earth is the basis of its whole 

structure, in combination either with the sulphuric, or 

carbonic acids. This rock at Preston is the most impure 

specimen I have yet examined, and abounds with argillaceous 

matter. It will answer, however, the purposes both of 

building, and of manure, and till something better is found 

to supply its place, ought not to be neglected .... 

Acadian Recorder, 24 March 1821 

LIME -- [jOHN STAYNERj having lately erected a Lime-Kiln 

near the North West Arm, intends to keep a constant supply 

of WHITE and BROWN LIME for sale, at very reduced prices, 

by the hogshead or bushel, which may be had at his Dwelling 

House, near the common, or at his Wharf in town ... or will 

be delivered in any part of town that may be required. 

Acadian Recorder, 5 January 1822 

LIME. 

[JOHN F. SALTERJ offers for sale, 

50 hhds best white LIME, 

50 do do brown DO 

at a very reduced price. 
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Acadian Recorder, 16 November 1822 

BRICKS AND LIME 

[William Goreham, jun.J keeps constantly for sale at 

Dartford Cottage, very superior Bricks and Lime 

Acadian Recorder, 19 January 1822 

[JOHN TRIDER, junr.J, Has for sale at his farm in Hubert's 

Cove, Margaret's Bay, a constant supply of BROWN LIME, which 

he offers for sale at the reduced price of one shilling per 

bushel. He has also on hand a quantity of Brown Lime Stone, 

which he will sell at a low price; this can be shipped at 

all seasons of the year. 

Acadian Recorder, 4 January 1823 

LIME STONE WANTED 

400 TONS of Bermuda or Jamaica LIME STONE, to be delivered on 

or before the 1st day of May, 1823. Any person willing to 

supply the same, on application to the subscriber, will 

receive the usual market price, and payment in cash. 

JOHN TRIDER, sen. 

*The Halifax Journal, 6 July 1829 

AUCTION BY D. & E. STARR 

... 9 hhds Lime ... from New Brunswick. 

Acadian Recorder, 28 April 1855 

PORTLAND LIME. 

521 Casks White "I 
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250 do. Brown } LIME 

Landing ... from Portland, for sale by 

FAIRBANKS & ALLISONS. 
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CEMENT AND MORTAR 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 20 May 1812 

ROMAN CEMENT 

This inestimable Composition is found particularly useful in 

the construction of Reservoirs, Baths, Tanks, Vats, Cisterns, 

Troughs, and every other species of Water-Works, such as 

fronts of Wharves, Docks, Bridges, Piers, &c. as it will set 

under water as well as above, and will withstand every action 

of the Sea. 

It is also of great service in stuccoing old and new 

Buildings, and giving them the appearance of stone, and will 

be found equally durable, as it resists the severity of the 

most rigorous Climates. 

It is of particular utility to plaister the outside walls 

of the basement stories of Houses, to keep out damp; also, 

by its use will be found a considerable saving in Building, 

inasmuch as a new House, intended to be stuccoed with it, may 

have the walls half a brick thinner at least, add to which, 

the commonest rough bricks may be used instead of best bricks, 

and the expense of pointing saved. It is likewise very 

beneficial for plaistering the inside of Cellars, &c. under 

Houses or Warehouses, as it will render them completely 

Frostproof. 
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Sold with directions for use, by Mr. SCOTT, Builder, 

Sackville Street.... 

Acadian Recorder, 31 May 1817 

SALES AT AUCTION, BY FILLIS & PERKINS, 

At His Majesty's Ordnance, ... By Order, and for Account of 

Government, SIXTY barrels ROMAN CEMENT, in good order. 

Acadian Recorder, 28 June 1817 

IjOHN STARR ] 

HAS on hand a few Articles, part of which being a Consignment 

from the Manufactory, he offers them very low for Cash, at 

the red Store on his wharf: ... 

ROMAN CEMENT at 40s. per Tierce. 

Acadian Recorder, 29 May 1819 

IMPORTANT TO STONE MASONS- MORTAR. 

It is well known that mortar is composed of quick lime and 

sand reduced to a paste with water. When dry it becomes as 

hard as stone, and as durable; and adhering with great 

tenacity to the surfaces of the stones which it is employed 

to cement, a whole wall becomes nothing else than one solid 

stone. But this effect is produced very imperfectly unless 

the mortar is skillfully prepared, a circumstance too little 

understood or too little attended to by those who generally 

have charge of the preparation. The following directions 

may be useful to mechanics who work in mortar. 
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The lime should be pure, perfectly free from carbonic 

acid, and in the state of a very fine powder: the sand should 

be free from clay, and partly in the state of fine sand, 

partly in that of gravel: the water should be pure: and if 

previously saturated with lime, so much the better. The 

best proportions, according to the experiments of Dr. Higgins, 

are three parts of fine sand, four parts of coarse sand, one 

part of quick lime recently slaked, and as little water as 

possible. 

The stony consistence which mortar acquires is owing 

partly to the absorption of carbonic acid, but principally 

to the combination of part of the water with the lime. This 

last circumstance explains the reason why, if to common 

mortar one fourth part lime, reduced to powder without being 

slacked, is added, the mortar, when dry, acquires much 

greater solidity than it otherwise would. This was first 

proposed by Loriot; and a number of experiments were 

afterwards made by Morvern. The proportion which this 

philosopher found to answer best, are (sic) the following: 

Fine sand 0,3 

Cement of Well baked bricks 0,3 

Slack lime, 0,2 

Unslacked lime, 0,2 

10 
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The same advantages may be attained by using as little 

water as possible in slacking the lime. 

Higgins found that the addition of burnt bones improved 

mortar by giving it tenacity, and rendering it less apt to 

crack in drying; but they ought never to exceed one-fourth 

part of the lime employed. 

When little manganese is added to the mortar, it acquires 

the important property of hardening under water; so that it 

may be employed in constructing those edifices which are 

constantly exposed to the action of water. Lime stone is 

often combined with manganese; in that case it becomes brown 

by calcination. 

The Novascotian, 8 November 1827 

ROMAN CEMENT ... TWENTY Barrels fresh -- just received, and 

for sale by DEBLOIS & MITCHELL. 

British Colonist and North American Railway Journal, 
9 October 1851 * 

FIRE BRICKS, TYLES, AND CEMENT 

(Robert DavisJ is in daily expectation of receiving direct 

from the manufactories at New York, a large supply of Fire 

Bricks, Fire Tyles, Baker's Tyles , and setts of Brick 

adapted for Grates. Also Fire Cement, and Hydraulic Cement .... 

The British Colonist, 1 November 1862 

TO BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS. Fifty per Cent saved. 

JOHNS & CROSLEY, sole Manufacturers of the Improved GUTTA 
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PERCHA CEMENT ROOFING, the cheapest and most durable Roofing 

in use. It is fire and Water Proof, it can be applied to 

New and Old Roofs, Flat or Pitched, of all kinds, and to 

Shingle Roofs without removing the Shingles. The Cost is 

only about one-third that of Tin, and it is twice as durable. 

GUTTA PERCHA CEMENT, for preserving and repairing Tin 

and other Metal Roofs of every description, from its great 

elasticity, is not injured by the contraction and expansion 

of metals, and will not crack in cold weather or run in warm 

weather . 

These materials have been thoroughly tested in New York, 

and all parts of the Southern and Western States 

They are readily applied by ordinary labourers, at a 

trifling expense. NO HEAT IS REQUIRED. 

This material is put up ready for use, and for shipping 

to all parts of the country, with full printed directions 

for application. 

... a stock of the article is constantly kept on hand 

[by] B.M. TAYLOR, Sole Agent for Nova Scotia and P.E. Island. 

The British Colonist, 2 December 1862 

... CEMENT, AND PLASTER. 

... 100 bbls Rosendale Cement, 

50 bbls Calcined Plaster, 

also 

16 bbls ] 

50 bags f Super, phosphate of Lime, 
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highly approved for Gardens and Fields. 

T.A.S. DeWOLF & SON 
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METALS 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 14 October 1802 

WILLIAM DICKEY, & CO. Have Received ... from LONDON, ... 

Bar and bolt Iron 

Blister'd and German steal (sic) .... 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 8 March 1804 

HARTSHORNE & BOGGS Have imported from LIVERPOOL 

. . . German S teel , 

Sheet Lead and Shot .... 

Acadian Recorder, 17 May 1817 

New Tin Ware Manufactory. 

opposite Messrs. Collins & Allison's wharf. 

[THOS. S. MUCKLEHAM, JOHN L. COMTON ] beg leave to inform their 

Friends and the Public, that they have commenced their 

Profession of TIN PLATE WORKERS, and PLUMBERS, 

and hope, by assiduity and attention, to merit a share of 

public patronage. 

Merchants, and others, residing in the Country, can be 

supplied with Tin Ware, at a very small advance. -- All sorts 

of Brass, Copper, Plate and Plated Ware faithfully repaired, 

very cheap. The smallest favour will be gratefully 

acknowledged. 

N.B. Cash given for old Copper, Lead and Pewter. 
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Acadian Recorder, 8 May 1819 

Imported by W.A. & S. Black, ... 

from London, ... Bristol, ... Greenock, the following 

articles which they offer for sale at the lowest prices 

possible : --

Bar & Bolt Iron, all sizes; single & double rolled sheet 

Iron, Plow plate & plate Iron, ... Crawley's best German 

Steel, ... Tin Plates in boxes.... 

Acadian Recorder, 23 October 1819 

[TEMPLE & LEWIS PIERS] 

HAVE received from LONDON, 

LIVERPOOL, 

GLASGOW, & 

ABERDEEN. 

A supply of ... Iron, ... Steel, Bar lead, ... Cast Iron 

Ware, ... Nails, Iron Spikes, ... and many other items which 

they offer on reasonable terms. 

The Free Press, 3 December 1822 

NEW GOODS. ... from Liverpool. 

W.A. & S. Black 

HAVE received ... a part of their Fall Supply of IRONMONGERY 

& CUTLERY, among which are -- Crawley's best German and 

Blistered Steel, warranted; .... 
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The Novascotian, 12 June 1828 cf. 29 December 1831 

WILLIAM FOSTER 

Has received ... from Greenock, ... Liverpool, ... London, 

his Spring Supply, consisting of the following articles: 

Bar, Bolt and Square ENGLISH IRON 

Swedes and Russia Iron 

Crawley's best double SHEAR STEEL 

L. Blister and Cast Steel 

Plough, plate and Sheet Iron 

1C, IX, and DX Tin Plates ... 

Bar and Sheet Lead .... 

The Novascotian, 28 October 1830 

IRON TLI MARK, Whereas certain improper practices have long 

been in use in the manufacturing and selling of Steel known 

by the Mark (L) called hoop L, by which a spurious article 

has been imposed upon the dealers and consumers of genuine 

Hoop L Steel, and houses of honorable conduct injured in 

their trade. With a view to remedy such fraudulent proceedings, 

we the undersigned, Joseph Sykes & Sons of Hull, the sole 

contractors and importers of Swedish Hoop L Iron, have limited 

our future sales of this Iron to the undermentioned houses, 

of whom alone the genuine Hoop L Steel can be obtained. 

JOSEPH SYKES. 

Hull, July 24, 1830 
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Mr. N. Huntsman, Attercliffe; Messrs. Sanderson Brothers 

& Co., Sheffield; Messrs. Naylor, Hutchinson, Vickers & Co. 

Sheffield; Mr. P. Stubbs, Warrington; Messrs Wm. Oxley & Co., 

Rotherham; Messrs. Wilson & Hawksworth, Sheffield, W.I. Horn 

& Co., late Wm. & Geo. Ibbertson & Co., Sheffield; Mr. Isaac 

Cookson, Newcastle on Tyne; Messrs. William Hawkes , Senr. & Co., 

Newcastle on Tyne; Messrs. John Dawes & Sons, Bromford Works, 

near Birmingham; Messrs. Fussell, Sons & Co., Mells Iron 

Works, near, Frome; the Monkland street Company Glasgow. 

September 10 

NAYLOR & CO's. GENUINE [L] BLISTERED STEEL. Cash Steel and 

Sheer Steel, marked Naylor & Co. or Marshal, Naylor, 

Hutchinson, Vickers & Co. of Sheffield, manufacturers of the 

celebrated Steel as heretofore marked Naylor & Shanderson, 

also successors to the old and extensive Steel Works of 

Mr. Jonathan Marshall, beg to call the attention of merchants, 

manufacturers, and consumers of steel in the U.S. of America 

to the advertisement of Messrs. Sykes & Sons, of Hull, by 

which they are informed that in consequence of considerable 

quantities of English Iron having been manufactured into 

Steel, and marked and sold in England and America, as the 

Genuine Swedish fLJ Steel, to the great injury of the consumer, 

and the fair and honorable tradesman, they, the Messrs. Sykes 

& Sons, have confined the sale of their J"LJ Iron to the 

above named houses, from whom alone the genuine article can 
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be obtained. The superior quality of this Iron for all steel 

purposes, and the indispensable necessity of using it in the 

manufacture of good Cast Steel, have induced Naylor, Hutchinson, 

Vickers & Co. to contract with Messrs. Sykes & Sons for a 

considerable portion of the quantity annually imported, as 

by this means they will be enabled to maintain the high 

reputation which the (L) Blistered Cast and shear Steel, has 

hitherto so long enjoyed, under the late mark of Naylor & 

Sanderson. N.H.V. & Co. are determined to maintain the 

quality of their Steel, and caution the public against the 

use of a bad spurious article, and that none is of their 

manufacture unless marked Naylor & Co. or Marshall, and 

labelled as the Steel heretofore marked Naylor & Sanderson 

Orders from Importers for Naylor & Co's. or Marshall's Steel 

may be addressed to Mr. Hutchinson, New York, or direct to 

N.H.V. & Co. Sheffield, and will have immediate attention. 

Sheffield, July 30th, 1830 

The Novascotian, 29 December 18 30 

SHEATHING COPPER. 

16 Cases SHEATHING COPPER, 16, 18, 20, 22, and 24 ounces, 

just received, ... for Sale by JOSEPH AUSTEN. 

The Novascotian, 24 February 1831 

FOR SALE 

By fEDWD. LAWSON], at the office of W. & R. Lawson, 

... 200 sheets Roofing Copper, 6 feet x 3, 24 oz. 

50 do do do , 4 feet x 3 feet, 24 oz. 
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The Novascotian, 21 April 1831 

SPRING IMPORTATIONS. 

G.N. RUSSELL has imported ... from Liverpool, an extensive 

and very general assortment of Ironmongery, Cutlery, and 

Hardware Goods, consisting of, ... 

10 Tons assorted Bar and Bolt Iron 

German and Blistered Steel ... 

3 Tons sheet Lead 3 1-8 to 7 lb. foot ... 

for sale on usual terms . 

The Novascotian, 21 July 1831 

HALIFAX FOUNDRY. 

On hand and for sale at the Store of ^WILLIAM M. DEBLOIsJ. 

CAST IRON OVENS ... 

CAST IRON FURNACES ... 

ECONOMICAL COOKING STOVES ... 

FRANKLIN STOVES ... 

IRON SHEEVES eight sizes on hand. 

IRON RAILINGS -- every description of MILL MACHINERY and of 

OTHER CASTINGS agreeably to pattern will be furnished at 

short notice. Persons who may require patterns to be made 

are informed that if they find any difficulty in procuring 

them — superior PATTERN MAKERS will attend TO THEIR ORDERS 

on application to [.WILLIAM M. DEBLOISJ. 
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The N o v a s c o t i a n , 29 March 1832 

SWEDES IRON. 

[G.N. R U S S E L L J has received ... from Greenock, 

10 tons Swedes IRON, well assorted. 

On Hand - English bar, bolt, Iron, of all sizes; Crawley's 

best German and Blister'd Steel; Tin in Boxes; ... for sale 

at moderate prices. 

The Novascotian, 1 March 1832 

ALBION IRON FOUNDRY, 

and Steam Engine Manufactory, Pictou, Nova Scotia. 

[WILLIAM H. DAVIESJ begs to announce to the public, that he 

is prepared, at the above establishment, to manufacture 

castings of every description in Iron, Copper, or Brass, at 

the shortest notice; also to make and erect Steam Engines, 

suitable for either Land or Water purposes, on every principle 

and construction. Having engaged superior workmen in both the 

above branches, persons honoring him with their commands may 

implicitly rely on having them attended to with the utmost 

punctuality and dispatch. 

The Novascotian, 4 September 1833 

JOHN ALBRO & CO. 

Have received by the last arrivals from London, Liverpool, and 

Greenock, ... 

Swedes, English, and refined IRON, German, blister, and cast 

STEEL, ... sheet and pig Lead .... 
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The Halifax Journal, 28 January 1839 

CREIGHTON & GRASSIE, OFFER FOR SALE, 

...COPPER, London and Sheathing, in cases; .... 

*The Halifax Journal, 21 January 1839 

S. CUNARD & CO. offer for sale 

Cases 20, 22, 24, & 26 oz Sheathing Copper 

*The Halifax Journal, 11 February 1839 

J. & D. STARR Have received ... from London ... 

Russia and Swedes Iron .... 

The Novascotian Extra, 28 February 1839 

HALIFAX FOUNDRY, 

^WILLIAM JOHNSy begs leave to return his sincere thanks to 

his friends in Town and Country, for the liberal support he 

has received; but regrets in having been disappointed in 

receiving his supply of IRON -- by that means he is afraid he 

has disappointed some of his friends. He now respectfully 

informs them that he has received by the barque Tory's Wife, 

a good supply of the best of IRON, and is prepared to receive 

any orders from Town or Country. 

N.B. The highest price will be given for old Brass, Copper and 

Iron, at the Foundry. 

The Halifax Journal, 27 May 1839 

BESSONETT & BROWN 

OFFER FOR SALE, at their Shop, head of Marchington's wharf, .., 
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Bar, Bolt, Plough Plate and Sheet IRON 

German, Cast Blistered and Spring Steel 

Sheet Lead, tinned and black Plates .... 

The Halifax Journal, 27 May 1839 

COPPER. 

... 25 CASES Sheathing Copper 

26 cwt Rod Copper 

20 cwt Copper Nails and Spikes, 

Which, in addition to former Stock, the Subscriber offers for 

Sale low. STEPHEN BINNEY 

*The Halifax Journal, 3 June 1839 

J. & D. STARR 

Sheet Lead 

Foreigh and British Iron 

Steel 

British Colonist, and North American Railway Journal, 

22 October 1851 

VILLE MONTAGNE CO'S SHEAT/H/ING 

/Oxley & Co., Agenty7 are landing from Belgium, via Liverpool, ... 

40 CASES Sheathing ZINC, assorted numbers, 

30 bags Sheathing NAILS, BNA. 

*The Daily Sun, 30 May 1855 

MUNTZ METAL SHEATHING (from Liverpool) 

26 cases MUNTZ Patent Metal Sheathing 16 & 28 oz. 
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4 cases MUNTZ Metal Nails 

Also 5000 Sheets Patent Felt Sheathing 

For sale by WM. STAIRS, SON & MORROW. 

The British Colonist, 6 March 1858 

DAVID STARR & SONS, DEALERS in IRON and all kinds of 

HARDWARE GOODS, Agents for the Vieille Montagne Sheathing and 

Roofing ZINC .... 

The British Colonist, 6 March 1858 (cf. 3 September 1863) 

VIELLE MONTAGNE ZINC 

35 CASES Sheathing ZINC 

9 casks Roofing do 

30 kegs Zinc Nails 

And to arrive... 

46 casks Roofing Zinc. 

Together with a large stock on hand, is offered for sale for 

the manufacturers, by DAVID STARR & SONS, Agents. 

The Evening Express, 15 March 1858 

SIGN OF THE CIRCULAR SAW, .... 

CAST STEEL... of the best quality and all sizes, of the 

following superior brands: 

Sanderson, Bros. & Co. 

Marsh, Bros . & Co. 

Hoole, Staniford & Co. 

-ALSO-SAW FILES, &c. of the above brand. 

ALBRO & WIER 
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The British Colonist, 2 April 1863 

MUNTZ METAL SHEATHING > 

ASSORTED — 18 and 28 Ounces. 

Composition Nails. — For sale by THOMSON, ABBOT & CO. 

The British Colonist, 25 April 1863 

YELLOW METAL SHEATHING AND BOLTS, Per Steamship 'Corsica'. 

25 CASES Vivian & Sons' Yellow Metal Sheathing, 

4 casks Composition Sheathing Nails, 

539 Bolts Yellow Metal — 5/8 to 1/8 inch. 

For sale by DAVID STARR & SONS, Agents. 

The British Colonist, 25 April 1863 

PIG IRON. 

A LARGE QUANTITY of No. 1 Scotch Pig Iron, of Best Brands, on 

hand and for sale by JOHN STAIRS, Iron and Hardware Merchant, 

Hollis Street. 

The British Colonist, 3 September 1863 

IRON FOUNDRY, TRURO. 

/SIBLEY & CAFFREY_7 HEREBY give notice that /_t"hey_7 are prepared 

to supply orders for STOVES, Wholesale and Retail, At short 

notice, and to execute orders for MACHINERY And all sorts of 

Casting usually done in Iron Foundries. 
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NAILS AND SPIKES 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 14 October 1802 

WILLIAM DICKEY, & CO. Have Received ... from LONDON, 

... Nails of all sizes .... 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 8 March 1804 

HARTSHORNE & BOGGS Have imported ... from LIVERPOOL, 

A large assortment of SPIKES and Nails .... 

*Acadian Recorder, 17 July 1813 

TO MECHANICKS'. 

MILES W. WHITE has received by the late arrivals from England, 

a very excellent and extensive assortment of HARD - WARE, &c. 

suitable for their use -- comprising as follows: 

...Brads of all descriptions 

... a very complete supply of NAILS and SPIKES .... 

Acadian Recorder, 28 June 1817 

/_J0HN STARR/ 

Has on hand a few Articles, part of which being a Consignment 

from the Manufactory, he offers them very low for Cash at the 

red Store on his wharf; among which are an excellent 

assortment of NAILS and SPIKES, which he is disposing of at 

the following reduced prices, viz: -- Spikes at 3Qs. per Cwt.; 

20d. rose Nails at 7s.; lOd at 5s. and 4d at 2s. 6d. per M.; 

Horse Nails 6s. 6d. to 7s. 6 per M. and other sizes in proportion, 
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Acadian R e c o r d e r , 18 O c t o b e r 1817 

CHEAP GOODS. 

THIRTY PACKAGES well assorted BRITISH, IRISH and EAST-INDIA 

MANUFACTURES, Imported this Spring, are now opening for Sale 

at the STORE, No. 10, WATER-STREET, Head of Mr. Doyle's 

Wharf; 

Which /_WM. HACKETT & 00^7 respectfully offers to the Public, 

at a very low advance, for Cash. Also, ... 

7 Casks Nails .... 

Acadian Recorder, 9 May 1818 

/THOM, SALTER & CO^T, 

Have for sale the following articles, viz. 

... Nails, spikes, brads, screws of all kinds .... 

Acadian Recorder, 8 May 1819 

Imported by W.A. & S. Black, ... from London, ... Greenock, ... 

Nails and Spikes all sizes, sparrow-bill and cart Lath Nails .... 

Acadian Recorder, 22 May 1819 

JOHN ALBRO, 

Has received per the late arrivals from London and Liverpool, ... 

Fine Rose Nails, 4d, lOd, 20d .... 

The Novascotian, 8 November 1827 

DEBLOIS & MITCHELL. 

HAVE received ... from Philadelphia, and offer at private sale, 

... 20 kegs 4d cut Nails. 
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The Novascotian, 8 November 1827 

ROBERT NOBLE intimates to his Customers, and the Public, his 

having received ... from London, ... Greenock, and ... Liverpool, 

his supply of GOODS, suitable for the season, among which are ... 

Nails, 4d. 6d. 8d. lOd. 2Qd. 

Spikes, 3 to 7 inches .... 

The Novascotian, 12 June 1828 

WILLIAM FOSTER 

HAS received ... from Greenock, ... Liverpool, ... London, his 

Spring Supply, consisting of the following articles: 

4d, 6d, 8d, 10 and 20d fine Nails, Lath Nails 

Spikes and Horse Nails .... 

The Novascotian, 21 May 1829 

AMERICAN GOODS 

SIMON DONOVAN & Co. 

OFFER for Sale, ... from Boston, in bond or duty paid, ... 

52 /kegs./ cut shingle Nails 4 dy. and 6dy, .... 

The Novascotian, 28 October 1830 

WILLIAM STAIRS 

OFFERS for Sale 

... 100 casks assorted Nails and Spikes ... 

The Novascotian, 21 April 1831 

SPRING IMPORTATIONS. 

G. N. RUSSELL has imported ... from Liverpool, an extensive 



- 87 -

and very general assortment of Ironmongery, Cutlery, and 

Hardware Goods, consisting of, 

142 casks fine rose and clasp head Nails 

100 bags, 1 cwt, each, cut Shingle Nails 

Brads, tacks and horse nails, spikes .... 

The Novascotian, 29 March 1832 

NAILS -- HOME MANUFACTURE. (editorial comment) 

We have beside us some specimens of very handsome cut nails, 

manufactured by Messrs. W. & R. Lawson, at their establishment 

on the North West Arm. They are finely formed, and we 

understand, of excellent quality. The machinery, which has 

been erected with great labor and expense during the past six 

months, is very efficient and complete -- and will turn out 

about 20 casks per day. Staves are dressed by machinery 

also -- and the casks which are to contain the nails are 

thus formed at the manufactory. We are not certain whether 

these useful articles can be manufactured in this Province 

at a rate sufficiently low to supersede those imported --

but Messrs. Lawsons have tried the experiment on a handsome 

scale, and we hope they will meet with encouragement. 

Several lots have, we understand, been already shipped to the 

West Indies. 

The Novascotian, 29 March 1832 

NAILS 

/W. & R. Lawson/ offer for Sale, 500 casks superior Cut NAILS, 
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100 lbs. each, manufactured at their Nail Works, on the 

North-West Arm, - viz: 

100 casks, 3d f 100 casks, lOd warranted equal 

81 do. 6d J 60 do. 12d > to any heretofore 

100 do. 8d I 60 do. 20d J imported. 

They will shortly have on hand, a large quantity of fourpenny 

Nails, for shingling, flooring, brads, &c,-which, together 

with the above, will be sold low.... 

The Novascotian, 10 October 1832 

TO MERCHANTS, BUILDERS, & OTHERS 

J.D. being Agent for an extensive Nail Manufactory in Canada, 

keeps a general assortment of that article constantly on 

hand, which he will sell in small quantities, or in casks of 

from 150 to 200 lbs. at the very low prices of from 3£d to 

5d per lb. The shingle and clapboard nails are a particularly 

fine article, and at a much lower price than they were ever 

offered for in this market before. 

The Novascotian, 4 September 1833 

DARTMOUTH NAIL MANUFACTORY. 

/THOMAS MCRIN_7 having established a Cut Nail Manufactory on 

the road leading from Dartmouth to Preston, about two miles 

from Skerry's ferry, will manufacture Cut Nails of all 

descriptions, (of iron and copper,) warranted equal in 

quality to any imported from Great Britain or the United 

States. — As the proprietor has been at considerable expense 
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for the machinery, all of which has been made in this country, 

under his immediate direction, he humbly hopes for encoura

gement from a liberal public. Nails of all sizes from 3d. to 

30d. can be had, wholesale or retail, at reduced prices, at 

the store of John Albro & Co., No. 128, Hollis-Street, Halifax. 

The Novascotian, 21 March 1839 

FIRE. 

The Brewery and Nail Manufactory of Robert Lawson, Esq. at the 

North West Arm, were consumed by fire at an early hour on 

Wednesday morning. Although there was some Insurance on the 

property, the loss of an Establishment created by great 

enterprize, industry and perseverence, which employed many 

hands, and went to prove that some domestic manufactures can 

be safely established in Nova Scotia, may be regarded as a 

common misfortune. 

The Novascotian, 30 August 1838 

LANDING ... FROM MONTREAL. 

... 46 Dozen Hickery Handspikes 

... For Sale by STEPHEN BINNEY. 

The Novascotian, 9 May 1839 

TO CARPENTERS AND OTHERS 

/CHARMAN & CO^J have been appointed agents for the sale of a 

new and improved description of wrought Nails, manufactured in 

England by Steam machinery, which have already come into 
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into general use there, and have been much approved of in 

this country. The assortment consists of almost every 

description of nail used here, and from their superiority over 

every other kind, will be found much cheaper. 

The Halifax Journal, 27 May 1839 

BESSONETT & BROWN 

OFFER FOR SALE, ... 

250 packages Nails and Spikes .... 

The Halifax Journal, 27 May 1839 

COPPER. 

25 CASES Sheathing Copper 

26 cwt Rod Copper 

20 cwt Copper Nails and Spikes .... 

STEPHEN BINNEY /Trom Liverpool, G.B.7 

*The Novascotian, 9 January 1840 

DISSOLUTION OF COPARTNERSHIP 

W.A. Black retires in favour of his sons Benjamin Etter Black, 

William Lang Black, and Martin Pinckney Black. 

The Cut Nail Manufactory will be conducted as heretofore 

under the firm of Black & Co. 

British Colonist, and North American Railway Journal 

22 October 1851 

VILLE MONTAGNE CO'S SHEAT/H~7lNG 

/OXLEY & CO., Agent/ are landing from Belgium, via Liverpool,. 
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40 CASES Sheathing ZINC, assorted numbers, 

30 bags Sheathing NAILS, BNA. 

Acadian Recorder, 28 April 1855 

SALES AT AUCTION. 

BY JAMES COGSWELL & SON, 

At Jerusalem Warehouse .... 

400 Bags Patent Wrought NAILS. 

(for) S.A. White & Co. 

Acadian Recorder, 19 May 1855 

EXHIBITION PRIZE CUT NAILS, 

3000 Kegs CUT NAILS, from 

lath to 30 dy 

100 do. Fine finishing 4dy to 20dy. 

100 Kegs Flooring, lOdy to 20dy. 

For Sale low, by 

EDWD. ALBRO & CO., Mitchell's Wharf 

ALBRO & CO., Hollis Street. 

The Daily Sun, 30 May 1855 

SHEATHING METAL 

5 cases Muntz Metal, with Nails to suit 

For sale by SALTER & TWINTING. 

The Evening Express, 6 January 1858 

SIGN OF THE CIRCULAR SAW, 

Stone Store, head of Power's wharf, Halifax, N.S. 
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... from Liverpool, 

... 50 bags supr. Galvanized and Iron Boat Nails, 

180 bags Fine Diamond and Rose Head Spikes, 

10 do. Cut SPIKES .... For sale low for cash, by ALBRO & WIER. 

The British Colonist, 6 March 1858 

VIEILLE MONTAGNE ZINC 

... 30 Kegs Zinc Nails ... 

for sale for the manufacturers, by DAVID STARR & SONS, Agents 

The British Colonist, 25 April 1863 

CUT NAILS. CUT NAILS. 

BEST Quality of "Melville" Brand 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 12, 

20 and 30d. 

ALSO -- Cut Spikes of above brand. --

For sale by J. STAIRS, Iron and Hardware Merchant, Hollis 

Street. 

The British Colonist, 28 April 1863 

CUT NAILS. CUT NAILS. 

6000 KEGS CUT NAILS, 

Manufactured from BEST ROLLED NAIL STRIP IRON, 

A very superior article, made on the American plan. 

For sale by ALBRO, SON & CO., BIRMINGHAM HOUSE. 

The British Colonist, 3 September 1863 

"ARABIA" AND "S.G. TROOP" 

/H.H. FULLER, & CO., Head of Power's Wharf,7 have received by 
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the above Ships: 

... 4 casks Griffins Best Horse Nails, 

12 do. Wrought Nails, 

40 bags Decks Spike. 

The British Colonist, 3 September 1863 

PRINCE REGENT NAILS. 

LATH, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 12, 20 and 30 dy.,-- cut from the 

celebrated "Prince Regent" Sheets. For sale by H.H. FULLER, 

Head of Power's Wharf. 
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PAINTS 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 14 October 1802 

WILLIAM DICKEY & CO. ... from LONDON, 

. .. Paints and oil 

Whiteing.... 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 16 August 1808 

PAINTS and LINTSEED (sic) OIL, 

From London, for sale by, 

LEWIS E. PIERS (Ryan's Wharf) 

WHITE Paint in i & i Cwt. Kegs 

Bright Yellow do do 

Pale do do 

Patent do do 

Red do do 

Black do do 

Blue do do 

Spanish Brown do do 

Boil'd Linseed Oil, by the Gallon or Jar .... 

The Halifax Journal, 20 May 1811 

/_TEMPLE AND LEWIS PIERS/ Have imported ... From London, 

WHITE LEAD, ""\ Boiled Linseed Oil, 

Yellow Paint, / Raw do» 

Venetian Red, V Dry Yellow Oker, 
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Black Paint, f* In 28 lb and Dry Red Oker, 

Fine Blue, do \ 14 lb Kegs Allum, Copperas, 

Best Green, do J Whiting, 

Roll Brimstone, Glue 

Varnish, Paint Brushes, 

&c. &c. 

*The Weekly Chronicle, 19 May 1815 

JOHN MERRICK & CO. have on hand from England, imported 

immediately from the manufacturers 

12 tons London White Lead, dry, ground, \ and r, kegs 

3000 gallons raw and boiled Linseed oil, first quality 

Pale boiled oil, in jugs, so as not to discolor paint 

A large and general assortment of different coloured Paints, 

dry and ground.Green, Lemon and Pink Washes for distemper 

painting, dry and ready ground for mixing 

Paris White, and Spanish Whiting 

Copal, japan, carriage, and spirit Varnish 

Spirits of Turpentine .... 

Acadian Recorder, 21 August 1819 

JOHN ALBRO, 

HAS received per the late arrivals from London and Liverpool, ... 

White Lead, red & yellow Paints in kegs 28 lb. 

Boiled Linseed Oil in jugs 3 galls, each, .... 
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The Free Press, 19 June 1821 

LONDON PAINTS, OIL, &C. 

W.A.&S. BLACK 

HAVE received ... from London,... Greenock ... 

very best London WHITE LEAD, yellow, red, blue, green, and black, 

PAINT; a good assortment of Water Colours, Copel Varnish, 

boiled and raw LINSEED OIL 

The Novascotian, 17 April 1828 

/FAIRBANKS & M'NAB_7 have ... on hand a Consignment of 

White 

Black 

Yellow 

Brown > PAINTS 

Red 

Green 

Blue J 

Paint Oil in Jars of 3 Gallons each and by the Gallon .... 

The Halifax Journal, 21 July 1828 

/FAIRBANKS & M'NABJ 

HAVE received by the late arrivals from London, Liverpool and 

Newcastle, on consignment: 

...200 kegs white, black yellow and other Paints. 

The Novascotian, 14 May 1829 

SPRING IMPORTATION. 
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/ALEX. MURISONL/ has received ... a part of his usual supply of 

DRY GOODS, 

Also --

Spanish and East India Indigo 

... Casks Liquid Blacking 

Black and White Paints and Oil .... 

The Novascotian, 11 November 1830 

CONSIGNMENTS. 

FAIRBANKS & M'NAB are landing ... from Newcastle, the 

following articles on consignment, ... 

They have also on hand from former Consignments, white, black, 

and green paint, in kegs of 14 and 28 lbs., .... 

The Novascotian, 9 June 1830 

WILLIAM FOSTER, 

Has received ... from Liverpool, part of his SPRING SUPPLY, 

... white lead and yellow Paint, ... red and yellow ochre .... 

The Novascotian, 17 November 1830 

PER LONDON FROM LIVERPOOL. 

HENRY AUSTEN, HAS just received part of his FALL SUPPLY, 

consis ting of: 

... White Led (sic) . red and yellow Paint, 

Linseed Oil, in 2 and 3 gallon Jars 

Hogsheads Oil, 

C o p p e r a s , A l l u m , b l a c k L e a d . . . . 



- 98 -

The Novascotlan, 4 September 1833 

JOHN ALBRO & CO. 

Have received by the last arrivals from London, Liverpool, and 

Greenock, ... London ground White Lead, Red, blue, yellow, and 

green paints, Linseed Oil, Putty, Salt Petre, Roll Brimstone, 

Sulphur, White & Red Chalk, Starch, Blue Indigo .... 

The Novascotlan, 17 January 1839 

ON CONSIGNMENT. 

JUST received ... from London ... 

ALSO — on handy 

400 Kegs White Lead 

100 Tins Green Paint .... 

McNAB, COCHRAN, & CO. 

*The Halifax Journal, 11 February 1839 

J. & D. STARR have received ... from London 

... Best London Paints .... 

*The Halifax Journal, 25 March 1839 

AUCTIONS. 

BY W.M. ALLAN, ... 

150 Kegs London Paint, White, Black, Green, Yellow and other 

colors .... 

*The Halifax Journal, 15 April 1839 

AUCTIONS. 

BY DEBLOIS & MERKEL, 
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At Messrs. Cunard's Wharf, ... 

Faints kegs white lead 

" Red, yellow, green, blue and black .... 

*The Halifax Journal, 22 April 1839 

AUCTIONS. 

BY DEBLOIS & MERKEL, 

At M.G. Black's Wharf, ... 

100 kegs PAINT -- white, yellow, red, black and green .... 

*Acadian Recorder, 6 April 1839 

J.F. SMYTH ... Bell's Lane ... PAINTING, GLAZING, &C. ... 

He has also for sale ... Oils, Paints, Glass and Colored 

Washes. 

Acadian Recorder, 19 May 1855 

PAINTS and OIL. 

800 Kegs White and Black PAINTS, 

20 casks LINSEED OIL, ... from London. 

COCHRAN & CO. Collins' Wharf. 

The British Colonist, 29 May 1855 

LONDON PAINTS, OIL, &C . 

... from London 

1000 KEGS White, Blue, Black, Green, Yellow, and Zinc Paints, 

60 casks Linseed Oil, ... 

Also in store - Casks Ross Mineral and fire proof slate 

paints, for sale by 

BLACK BROS. & CO . . . . 
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*The Daily Sun, 30 May 1855 

WM. STAIRS, SON & MORROW have on hand ... 

PAINTS and Linseed Oil 

Best London White Lead, in packages from 14 lb. to 4 cwt. 

Colored Paints in various qualities and packages 

Linseed Oil, Verdigris, Varnishes, Brushes, imported from London. 

Also, Nova Scotia Mineral Paints, manufactured with care, 

and superior Putty. 

The Evening Express, 6 January 1858 

SIGN OF THE CIRCULAR SAW .... 

/_ALBR0 & WIER/ have received . . . (from London) ... a supply of 

BRANDRAM'S "BEST" WHITE LEAD 

" " Col'd PAINTS 

ii ii PUTTY 

Saltpetre, Litharge, Paris White, Chromes, Umber Dry Red and 

White Lead, &c. 

... in store, ... 40 Casks Raw and Boiled Linseed OIL 
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GENERAL HARDWARE 

A number of firms who carried nails and glass over a long 

period of time also dealt regularly in general hardware. 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 8 March 1804 

HARTSHORNE & BOGGS Have imported ... from LIVERPOOL, 

A General Assortment of IRONMONGERY, .... 

The Free Press, 25 September 1821 

NEW GOODS. ... from Liverpool. W.A. &S. BLACK 

HAVE received ... a part of their Fall Supply of IRONMONGERY 

& CUTLERY, among which are -- Nails and Spikes of all sizes, 

Smiths Vices, Anvils and Bellows, Crawley's best German and 

Blistered Steel, warranted; Locks and Hinges, Coal Scoops, 

Britannia Metal Coffee Biggins and Teapots; Brushes of all 

kinds, a large supply of ladies' Hair Combs; Powder & Shot, 

&c. &c . 

The Novascotian, 12 June 1828 

WILLIAM FOSTER 

HAS received ... from Greenock ... Liverpool, and ... London, 

his Spring Supply, consisting of the following articles: 

Bar, Bolt and Square ENGLISH IRON, 

Swedes and Russia Iron, 

Crowley's best double Shear Steel, 
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L. Blister and Cast Steel 

Plough, plate and Sheet Iron 

IC. IX. and DX. Tin Plates 

Smiths Bellows and Anvils 

Small and large FRANCKLIN STOVES 

Camp Ovens and Covers, Iron Pots 

Fire Dogs, Scale Weights 

Block and Cart Bushes, 

Tea Kettles, Frying Pans and Sauce Pans. 

Mill and Cut, Whip, Hand and other Saws 

4d. 6d, 8d, 10 and 20d. fine Nails, Lath Nails 

Spikes and Horse Nails 

White, Red and Yellow Paint, 

Bar and Sheet Lead, 

Linseed Oil, Putty and Whiting 

Copperas, Allumn (sic), Rotten Stone and Lamp Black, 

Red and Yellow Ochre, Soap, 

7-9, 8-10 and 10-12 Glass, Wool Cards 

Sea Kitchen LOCKS & HINGES, of all Kinds 

Bread, Knife and Tea Trays, Plate warmers, Scale Beams, 

Fenders and Fire Irons 

Mill, Cut, Hand Saw and other files 

Augurs, Chissels, Drawing Knives 

Razors, Scissors and Razor Hones 

Coffin Furniture of all Kinds 

Stanley's Polishing Paste 
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Foster's improved Scythes and Sickles, 

Traces, Ox Chains and Coit Chain, 

Shovel Pans, Spades and Shovels 

Plough Moulds and Sad Irons 

Cod Lines, Salmon, Mackarel, Herring and Sail Twine 

Shoe Thread, Chalk Lines 

Bath Bricks, Starch and Blue 

Day and Martin's and Brunswick Blacking, 

Stationary, 5000 lbs. GUNPOWDER. 

Which, with his former Stock of Ironmongery, Hardware and 

Cutlery, he will dispose of on his usual liberal Terms, at 

his Store, 

FOSTER CORNER'. 

The Novascotian, 21 April 1831 

SPRING IMPORTATIONS. 

G.N. RUSSELL has imported ... from Liverpool, an extensive 

and very general assortment of Ironmongery, Cutlery, and 

Hardware Goods, consisting of, 

142 casks fine rose and clasp head Nails 

100 bags, 1 cwt, each, cut Shingle Nails 

Brads, tacks and horse nails, spikes 

Anvils, Bellows and Vices, Shovels and Spades, 

Masons Trowells and Riddles 

Iron tea, cooking brass and bell metal kettles 

Fenders, Fire Irons and brasses 
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Brasware (sic) of various descriptions 

Amongst which are some handsome ornaments for window poles and 

curtain hangings, commode knobs and fancy wares, locks and 

hinges in great variety and of improved patterns and qualities. 

Coffee Mills, Scales and weights 

Brushes of every kind 

Gentlemen's Tool Chests 

Gardener's Tools, Japaned Ware 

- ALSO — 10 Tons assorted Bar and Bolt Iron 

German and Blistered Steel 

Double and single Shear moulds 

2 Tons patent shot no BB to 8 

3 Tons sheet Lead 3 1-8 to 7 lb. foot 

Scythes and Sides, and a few pipes and hogsheads old Cognac 

Brandy and Pale Hollands -- for sale on usual terms. 

The Novascotian, 25 October 1838 

HARDWARE, CUTLERY, &c. 

DEALERS IN HARDWARE, 

Are respectfully informed that they may be supplied with 

Goods from the manufactory of HIRAM CUTLER, SHEFFIELD, late 

FURNISS, CUTLER, & STACY, and established by Thomas Weldon 

in 1780, on application to 

MESSRS. JOHN ALBRO & CO. 

HALIFAX, where a set of patterns may be inspected, consisting 

of -- Saws, Files, Tools, Drawing Knives, and every description 
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of CUTLERY. 

Also samples of STEEL. 

Those houses who have been accustomed to have Goods from the 

above Firm, through the medium of their friends in England 

and Scotland, may have the advantage of inspecting the 

patterns, and yet transmit their orders as formerly. 

The Novascotian, 9 June 1845 

CITY HARDWARE STORE'. 

CostinVs.New Buildings, (South East Corner of the "Province; 

Building) 

PATRICK WALSH, 

Has received per Acadian from Greenock, the following articles, 

viz : 

20 tons Best Scotch Bar 20 coils Manilla Cordage, 

and Bolt Iron; assorted; 

20 sets Plough Mounting, 1 cask Raw and Boiled OIL; 

40 Sock Plates, 2 casks Putty 

1 cask Cart Bushes , .-,:.,T; 1 hogshead Bath Brick 

1 do Block do 1 cask Glue 

3 casks Horse Nails 1 do Shoe Thread 

580 Pots, Ovens, Covers, 1 bale Packing Twine 

all sizes; 

6 Boilers 50, 60, and 1 bale Wickining 

200 gallons; 1 bale Wrapping Paper 

12 boxes Tin Plates 
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Scale Weight (adjusted) 7, 14, 28, 56 and 112 lbs.; 

Yellow and Red Ochre, Red and White Chalk, lump and powdered 

Rottenstone, Paris White and fine Whiting, Lamp Black, 

Epson Salts, Salt Petre, Alum & Copperas 

ALSO — 1 case Philadelphia MILL SAWS 

These with his London and Sheffield GOODS, hourly 

expected will form a complete assortment of articles in this 

line, and which having purchased on the most advantageous 

terms, he is prepared to offer at unprecedented low prices. 

The Evening Express, 4 January 1858 

HARDWARE'. HARDWARE1. PER LATE ARRIVALS. 

4 CASES single and double barrel FOWLING PIECES, among 

which are some very superior fine twist. 

250 boxes WINDOW GLASS (asst'd sizes,) 

2 cases Writing Slates, 12 Smith's Vices, 

6 pairs Bellows; 8 ANVILS, 4 bundles Steel, 

2 crates COAL SCOUPS, (sic) 

4 tons "Brandram's" No. 1 White Lead, 

4 casks colored PAINTS, 

10 hhds Boiled and Raw Linseed OIL, 

2 casks best London Putty, 

20 boxes Lescher's Starch, 

1 case Shoe Threads and Findings, 

5 bales Nets, Lines and Twines, 

54 kegs POWDER, 
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330 pieces CASTINGS, viz: Pots, Ovens, Covers and Plough 

Mounting , 

12 Round "Common" STOVES, 1 cask Pipe Clay, 

55 coils small CORDAGE, 

18 Cast Iron Fenders. 

The Subscribers offer the above Goods for sale at extremely 

low prices for Cash. 

H.H. FULLER & CO. 

The Evening Express, 4 January 1858 

SIGN OF THE CIRCULAR SAW, ... 

AMERICAN HARDWARE, Just landing from Boston. 

MORTISE and Closet LOCKS, 

Plastering Trowels, Hammers, Planes, 

Coopers Adzes, Cotton Cards, Zinc Shoe Nails, &c. &c. 

For sale low for cash. ALBRO & WIER. 

All kinds of Hardware at greatly reduced prices. 
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WINDOWS 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 14 October 1802 

WILLIAM DICKEY, & CO. ... from LONDON ... 

Window glass .... 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 8 March 1804 

HARTSHORNE & BOGGS ... from LIVERPOOL ... 

Window Glass .... 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 8 March 1808 

To be sold at public auction, At His Majesty's North Store 

opposite (Mr. Cunard's leading to the Dock Yard, 

... composition Window Sashes .... 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 16 August 1808 

From London, for sale by, 

LEWIS E. PIERS ... 

Crown Window Glass, 7 by 9 .... 

*The Weekly Chronicle, 16 March 1810 

SALES AT AUCTION 

By W.K. REYNOLDS 

38 Composition Window Sashes . . . 

... well worth the attention of any person building. 
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*The Weekly Chronicle, 19 May 1815 

JOHN MERRICK & CO. have received from England, imported 

immediately from the manufacturers ... 

a general assortment of window glass, from 9 x 7 to the 

largest sizes, by the box or pane. 

Acadian Recorder, 8 May 1819 

Imported by W.A. & S. Black, ... from London, ... Greenock ... 

7 x 9 , 8 x 10, 9 x 11, 9 x 12, 10 x 12, 10 x 14 best crown Glass 

Acadian Recorder, 10 July 1819 

JOHN ALBRO, HAS received per the late arrivals from London 

and Liverpool, the following Articles ... 

Best crown win. Glass, 9x7, 10x8, 14x10, 16x12 .... 

Acadian Recorder, 9 October 1819 

BRIG ANN FROM LIVERPOOL. 

THOMAS CLEARY, 

OFFERS for Sale, on reasonable terms, for Cash, ... 

72 boxes Glass, 7x9 8x10 10x12 .... 

The Novascotian, 12 April 1827 

AfOHN H. BRAINE_7, IS landing ... from Baltimore ... 

21 boxes I 
\ 7 x 9 and 8 x 10 GLASS 

32 half do. J 
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The Novascotian, 21 May 1829 

WINDOW GLASS & GLASSWARE. 

/^FAIRBANKS & M'NAB/ have received on consignment ... from 

Newcastle, 

220 boxes Window Glass, 7x9, 8x10 10x12, and 12x14, & 64 

casks well assorted Glassware, consisting of Tumblers, 

decanters &c 

The Novascotian, 21 May 1829 

ISABELLA'. 

Landing from on board ... from Greenock, and for sale by 

WILLIAM STAIRS, 

... 90 boxes Window Glass .... 

The Novascotian, 11 November 1830 

CONSIGNMENTS. 

FAIRBANKS & M'NAB are landing from ... Newcastle, the 

following articles on consignment .... 

200 boxes window glass, 7x9, 8x10, 10x12, 10x14, 12x16 ... 

*Acadian Recorder, 19 January 1839 

SASHES. 

Charles Blackadar has on hand an assortment of window Sashes — 

7x9, 8x10, 9x12, 10x12, 10x14, which he offers for sale at 

his shop Upper Water Street .... 

*The Halifax Journal, 21 January 1839 

DEBLOIS & MERKEL ... 
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200 boxes 8x10 and 7x9 glass .... 

The Novascotian, 17 January 1839 

ON CONSIGNMENT. 

JUST received ... from London. 430 Boxes Window Glass, — in 

Boxes of 50 and 25 feet, containing 10 x 14, 10 x 12, 10 x 8, 

9 x 7, — which will be sold for cash. _/by7 MCNAB, COCHRAN, 

& CO. 

The Halifax Journal, 27 March 1839 

BESSONETT & BROWN 

OFFER FOR SALE ... 

Window Glass from 7x9 to 12x16 .... 

The Novascotian, 9 June 1845 

On Consignment From Great Britain, 

. . . 150 boxes Smethwick Window Glass 

. . . W. BARSS & CO. 

*The Daily Sun, 3 January 1855 

COCHRAN & CO. have for sale ... at Collins' Wharf ... 

GLASS 350 boxes 8x10 ... from London 

Acadian Recorder, 12 May 1855 

WINDOW GLASS, 

Just received from LIVERPOOL . . . 

138 Crates and Boxes English CROWN and SHEET 

Window and Picture GLASS assorted sizes and qualities, 

... George Smithers, 101, Granville Street 
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The Evening Express, 4 January 1858 

PETERS, BLAIKLOCK & PETERS' DOOR, SASH AND BLIND FACTORY 

DOORS, SASHES, BLINDS, MOULDINGS and every description of 

Joiners' work for House building made to order at short 

notice. 

Also -- Flooring, and all description of Boarding planed, 

grooved and tongued. 

All kinds of Scroll work for Cabinet Makers' use, and 

Scantling of every description sawn to order. 
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APPENDIX C 

BUILDING TRADES 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 28 March 1809 

KERBY, CAFFEDY & LYNCH, Painters, Glaziers, &c. 

HAVE commenced Business at their Shop opposite Mr. Bryan 

Conroy's Livery Stables; and are now ready to execute any 

orders for Ship and House Painting, Glazing, Paper Hanging, 

&c. ... 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 10 July 1810 

MASONS AND BRICKLAYERS, 

A FEW good workmen of this description, will find liberal 

employment by application to Mr. Richard Scott, at the new 

County Court House. 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 1 April 1812 

/PETER HAY_7 

HAVING commenced Business in the Stone and Brick Laying, and 

Stone Cutting Line, begs leave to solicit a share of public 

patronage; and assures those who may be pleased to employ 

him, that he will use his best endeavours to give satisfaction, 

and that their commands shall be attended to with punctuality 

and dispatch. 

N.B. Tomb Stones cut and lettered in the neatest manner. 
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*Acadian Recorder, 17 July 1813 

TO MECHANICKS1 

/MILES W. WHITE/ has received by the late arrivals from 

England, a very excellent and extensive assortment of 

HARD-WARE, &c. suitable for their use -- comprising as 

follows: 

New patterns of moulding and bench Planes, 

Chisels of every description, 

Saws both German and Cast-steel, 

Files of all kinds, 

Carpenters Axes of all sorts, 

Felling Axes, 

Hatchets, 

Nail, lath, smiths, and masons Hammers, 

A very complete assortment of Brass Mounting for Cabinet

makers, Brads of all descriptions, 

A very general collection of Coopers, Ship-Carpenters and 

Shoemakers Tools, 

A very complete supply of NAILS and SPIKES, 

with every other article in their line. 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 13 October 1813 

A PROFESSIONAL ARCHITECT, 

OFFERS his services to the Gentlemen of Halifax, and Nova 

Scotia, to make Designs for Public and Private Buildings — 

will furnish Designs, and all the Plans, for the arrangement 

of the intended Building, suitable to the situation, aspect, 
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description of the ground, family and local circumstances; 

whether of wrought or rough Masonry, brick, timber and board, 

in the usual way; or in a superior style, to imitate the 

most delicate high finished wrought Masonry of the purest 

design for Roman or Grecian Architecture. -- He flatters 

himself his general experience in all the branches of 

Building, and his former publications in London, will entitle 

him to some claim of preference for comfortable and elegant 

arrangements, from the Cottage to the Palace; also to 

provide against damps, this country is subject to. 

He may be head of and consulted, by applying to 

Mr. Stayner, or L. Doyle, Esq. Halifax; or by Letters 

addressed to J. Plaw? Architect, Charlotte Town, Prince 

Edward Island. 

*The Weekly Chronicle, 19 May 1815 

cf. The Free Press, 6 March 1821 and 

Acadian Recorder, 19 January 1822. 

JOHN MERRICK & CO. ...as usual undertake Home, Sign, 

Carriage, and Ornamental Painting, Gilding, Glazing, 

Varnishing, &c. 

Acadian Recorder, 15 February 1817 

NOTICE, /M'LEAN & TEMPLETONJ beg leave to inform the 

Inhabitants of Halifax, and its vicinity, that they have 

commenced Teaching the art of ARCHITECTURE & PERSPECTIVE 

DRAWING, in all its various branches ... on very moderate 
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terms 

Designs on the shortest notice, to any person who may 

be pleased to favour them with their orders. 

The Free Press, 6 January 1818 

HOUSE-FRAMING, &c. 

PERSONS desirous of erecting Stores or Buildings of any kind, 

may have them FRAMED in a workman-like manner by the 

Advertisers; -- they will also undertake to FINISH the same 

to the satisfaction of their Employers, with respect to the 

time and execution of the Work; - Their abilities they are 

willing should be submitted to those who now stand and have 

for years (deservedly in their opinion) stood high in the 

estimation of the Public as House Carpenters. -- A line left 

at this Office addressed to N. & Y. will be immediately 

attended to. 

The Free Press, 28 April 1818 cf. 15 August 1820 

CARVING & ENGRAVING. 

For Sculptural, Monument Tomb Stones, on Marble or Free 

S tone. 

/_D . KINNEAR/ having nearly finished at the Province 

Building, respectfully informs his friends and the public 

in general that he intends remaining in Halifax, and will be 

thankful for any commands in the above line, or Mason work 

in general. 
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Acadian Recorder, 6 February 1819 

GEORGE BOOTH, House & Ship Joiner, from Europe. 

ANNOUNCES to his friends and the public that he intends to 

carry on the above business in all its branches, and has 

commenced Carpenter Work in that shop opposite Mr. Starr's, 

Grafton Street.... 

Acadian Recorder, 23 October, 1819 

/P. WALSH/ 

MOST respectfully returns thanks to the Inhabitants of 

Halifax in general, for the liberal encouragement he has 

received /__in partnership with James Doyle/, and informs them 

also, that he still continues to carry on business in the 

Mason line as usual, viz. — BRICK and STONE BUILDINGS, &c. 

&c. executed in a masterly manner. 

The Free Press, 10 August 1820 cf. The Novascotian, 

1 November 1827 

PAINTING AND GLAZING, ON MR. STARR'S WHARF. 

WILLIAM VALENTINE returns his sincere thanks to his friends 

and the public in general for the liberal encouragement he 

has received since his commencement in business, and 

respectully acquaints them that he has taken into co-partner

ship his Cousin, MR. JAMES BELL. The Painting Business will 

be carried on in future under the firm of BELL & VALENTINE 
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The following branches they will execute In the cheapest and 

most workmanlike manner, viz -- House, Ship, Sign and 

Ornamental Painting; Wood Japanning; Imitations of Wood and 

Marble; Masonic Decorations; Paper Hangings, &c 

Acadian Recorder, 14 September 1822 cf. 21 Septemher 1822 

(WM. JOHNSTON) 

DAVID CROWL, TURNER, 

ACQUAINTS his friends and the public, that he has commenced 

the Turning Business At No. 95, Grafton Street, opposite 

Mr. Forrester's, where all orders will be thankfully 

received and executed in the neatest manner, and upon the 

lowest terms. 

Acadian Recorder, 21 September 1822 

AUCTION By George T. Fillis, 

At the shop of Mr. Henry Watkey, near his Majesty's Ordnance, ... 

A Variety of smith's, joiner's and turner's Tools, comprising 

a good Bellows, with apparatus complete, a large Anvil; 

Sledge Hammers; Tongs, &c. a new Lathe in perfect order; an 

assortment of Turner's Tools, with a number of other articles 

worthy the attention of mechanics and the public generally. 

The Novascotian, 14 February 1828 

TO MASONS. 

WANTED, Masons to Contract for the building of Cellars and 

foundation Wall for several buildings in Water Street, to 

commence immediately.... 



Apply to A. & H. M'DONALD. 

*Acadian Recorder, 29 January 1831 

WILLIAM LAMBIER, Stone Cutter, Mason, and General Builder 

from England, has commenced business, Upper Water Street 

near Mr. Cunard's. Plans and estimates of buildings executed 

with neatness and despatch; grave stones neatly engraved. 

*Acadian Recorder, 3 September 1831 

CHARLES TAYLOR, Painter, Glazer, Gilder, & c , from London, 

has established a store in Upper Water Street, for the purpose 

of supplying the public of the town and country with Paint 

and Washes of all colours, properly prepared for use, of the 

first quality, and at reduced prices. 

The Novascotian, 29 March 1832 

WILLIAM LAMBIER. STONE CUTTER, MASON, AND BUILDER, 

thanks the public for the generous and liberal support he 

has met with since his commencement in Business. And hopes 

that strict attention, moderate charges, and a strict desire 

to give satisfaction to those who may employ him, to merit a 

continuance of public patronage W.L. having experienced 

workmen from England, he is enabled to execute every branch 

of Building, together with Stone Cutting, Plain and 

Ornamental Plaistering, &c. &c. in a style that he trusts 

will ensure approbation. 
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The Novascotian, 7 November 1832 editorial notice 

A School of Architecture has been opened at Quebec — we 

believe something of the same kind has either been commenced, 

or is projected by Mr. Johnston, here. 

The Novascotian, 21 March 1833 

BUILDING, PLASTERING &C. 

Messrs. Malcolm & Turnbull, having entered into Co-partnership, 

beg leave to return thanks to those who have favored them 

with their orders. From M & T's experience in London, they 

are enabled to execute building plain and ornamental 

Plastering, Stone Cutting; Hearths, and Jambs constantly on 

hand; Tomb and Head Stones; also, having received a large 

quantity of fine marble from Italy, offer marble chimney-

pieces of very superior patterns and workmanship, Slabs for 

sideboards and tables &c at moderate prices, or very low for 

cash. They most respectfully solicit their friends and the 

public for a continuance of their favors) apply at the Shop 

on Mr. Scott's wharf, or at Anderson & Malcolms, Barrington 

Street. 

The Novascotian, 22 March 1838 

BUILDER & DRAUGHTSMAN. HENRY G. HILL. 

Respectfully informs his friends and the public, that he has 

discontinued the Cabinet business, and intends to devote his 

time exclusively to PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL BUILDING. 
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He begs to offer his grateful acknowledgements to those who 

have hitherto patronised him, and now offers his services as 

an Architect, Draughtsman and Builder, and will be prepared 

to furnish accurate working plans, elevations, and specifica

tions for buildings of every description, and trusts by 

strict attention to business to ensure a share of public 

patronage. 

Residence, Head of Bell's Lane. Carpenter's Shop — nearly 

opposite residence. 

The Halifax Journal, 4 March 1839 

JOHN M'PHERSON, ARCHITECT. 

RESPECTFULLY informs his Friends and the Public, that he has 

practised for 20 years in some of the best works in Great 

Britain, and that he is prepared to furnish accurate working 

plans, Ground Plans, Elevation Sections, and Specifications 

for Cottages, and Buildings of every description. 

New Plans for Wooden Bridges, superior to any done in 

this country; Spans, from 20 to 220 feet in the clear; 

Stone Bridges, cast iron Suspension Bridges, 500 feet in the 

clear; Rail Roads, Canals, Wet Docks, Dry Docks, and Draw 

Bridges, and plans to supply towns with water. 

N.B. -- All the above plans are adapted for this country, 

to suit the climate and situations. ... 

*Acadian Recorder, 4 May 1839 

JOHN SYDNEY SMITH, CARPENTER. 
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Offers his services to those who may have houses to build or 

repair, or any jobs of carpenter work in town or any part 

of the suburbs .... 

The Novascotian, 6 January 1845 

REMOVAL 

J. MCDONAGH has removed his Carpenter's Shop to Mechanics' 

Wharf where he will continue the building business on his own 

account. Persons intending to build will be furnished with 

plans, and all necessary information, on moderate terms, by 

applying as above.... 

Acadian Recorder, 24 March 1855 

PLASTER WORK. BARNSTEAD & FLINN 

Respectfully beg leave to acquaint the community of Halifax 

that they are prepared, at their shop, ... to undertake 

orders for PLASTERING AND ORNAMENTAL STUCCO WORK; also, 

coating with OIL CEMENT, Stone, Brick and Wooden Structures. 

The latter, generally used in the principal cities of the 

United States in place of stone or shingling material, may be 

rendered to resemble any polished building stone; it resists 

frost, and is impervious to moisture. Nothing is so elegant, 

yet cheap, as Scaglioli in the decoration of churches or 

other public edifices, or sumptuous private residences; it 

forms a splendid surface for pillars, niches, walls, table 

tops or every other for which marble is used. 
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*The Novascotian. 6 August 1855 

L.& E. CURRY 

manufacture CARRIAGES, CARTS, AND HAY-WAGGONS, all kinds of 

wheelwrights' work, Sawing and Turning done to order, 

Circular Saw Shafts and Ships' Planking Screws, Ships' 

Wheels ... at the Windsor Steam Factory. 

At the same Establishment Sashes, Blinds and Doors of 

different sizes, always on hand or orders filled up at 

short notice. 

WILLIAM CURRY. 
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APPENDIX D 

BUILDING HANDBOOKS, &C. including locations 

The BRITISH CARPENTER; or, a TREATISE on CARPENTRY. 

Containing the most Concise and Authentick RULES of that ART, 

in A more Useful and Extensive Method, than has been made 

publick. 

The Sixth Edition, corrected, And illustrated with Sixty-Two 

Copper Plates. 

By Francis Price. Late Surveyor of the Cathedral Church at 

Salisbury, and Author of a Series of Observations on that 
v.! *• 

admirable Structure. 

Dublin: Printed for J. Williams, in Skinner-Row, 1768. 

/_Nova Scotia Museum/ 

The RUDIMENTS of ARCHITECTURE; or, the Young WORKMAN'S 

INSTRUCTOR, In Two PARTS.... 

PART FIRST, Containing, 

The five Orders of Columns entire, with Frontifpieces, Doors, 

Windows, Porticoes, Intercolumniations, and Arcades, fuited to 

each; Ruftick Doors and Windows; Block and Cantaliver Cornices; 

Ruftick Quoins; the manner of conftructing Brick and Stone-

arches; Centuring for Groins and Vaulting; Stairs, Twifted 

Rails, Roofs and Domes; Infpectional Scales, Tables, &c. 

Directions for Drawing Plans and Elevations with Indian Ink; 
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Likewife, the French and Spanifh Orders. 

PART SECOND, Containing 

Geometry; the Menfuration of Solids and Superficies; Plain 

Trigonometry, and Surveying of Land. WITH Twenty-three 

Elegant Defigns of Buildings, the moft of which have been 

actually executed in North Britain. 

To which is added, the BUILDER'S DICTIONARY. 

Intended for thofe whofe time will not allow them to attend 

TEACHERS. 

Illuftrated with upwards of 373 Examples, accurately engraven 

upon Forty-nine large Copper-plates. 

Edinburgh: William Auld, 1773 

/Public Archives of Nova Scotia_/ 

The Builder's Magazine: or Monthly Companion for Architects, 

Carpenters, Masons, Bricklayers, &c. as well as for Every 

Gentleman who would wish to be a competent Judge of the elegant 

and necessary Art of Building. consisting of ... DESIGNS IN 

ARCHITECTURE, In Every Stile and Taste, from the moft 

magnificent and fuperb STRUCTURES, down to the moft fimple and 

unadorned; TOGETHER WITH The Plans and Sections, ferving as 

an unerring Assistant in the Conftruction of any Building, 

from a PALACE to a COTTAGE. IN WHICH WILL BE INTRODUCED 

Grand and Elegant Designs for Chimney-Pieces, Cielings, 

Doors, Windows, &c. proper for Halls, Saloons, Vestibules, 

State Rooms, Dining Rooms, Parlours, Drawing Rooms, Anti Room, 
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Dressing Rooms, Bed Rooms, &c. TOGETHER WITH Designs for 

Churches, Hospitals, and other Public Buildings. ALSO, 

Plans, Elevations, and Sections, in the Greek, Roman and 

Gothic Taste, calculated to embellifh Parks, Gardens, 

Forests, Woods, Canals, Mounts, Vistos, Islands, extensive 

Views, &c. THE WHOLE FORMING A Complete System of 

Architecture, in all its Branches; and fo difpofed, as to 

render the Surveyor, Carpenter, Mason, &c. equally capable 

to erect a Cathedral, a Mansion, a Temple, or a Rural Cot. 

BY A SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS. Each having undertaken the 

Department in which he particularly excels. 

London: 1774 

/_Public Archives of Nova Scotia/ 

Asher Benjamin 

The American Builder's Companion or, a System of Architecture 

particularly adapted to the present style of building. An 

unabridged reprint of the sixth edition (1827) with 70 plates 

and a new introduction by William Morgan. First edition 1806. 

New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1969 

/_Nova Scotia Museum/ 

Peter Nicholson, Author of the Carpenter and Joiner's Assistant, 

The Student's Instructor to the Five Orders, &c. 

The Carpenter's New Guide: Being a Complete Book of Lines for 

Carpentry and Joinery. Treating Fully on Practical Geometry, 

Soffits, Brick and Plaster Groins, Niches of every description, 



- 127 -

Sky-Lights, Lines for Roofs and Domes; with a Great Variety 

of Designs for Roofs, Trussed Girders, Floors, Domes, Bridges, 

&c.; Stair-cases and Hand-rails of various Constructions; 

Angle Bars for Shop Fronts, & c ; and Raking Mouldings; with 

Many Other Things Entirely New: The Whole Founded on True 

Geometrical Principles; The Theory and Practice Well Explained 

and Fully Exemplified on Eighty-Four Copper Plates: including 

Some Observations and Calculations on the Strength of Timber. 

Tenth Edition. 

Philadelphia: Published by John Grigg, No. 9 North Fourth 

Street, 

William Brown, Printer, 1830 

/TJalhousie University Archives/7 

The New Practical Builder, and Workman's Companion: containing 

a full display and elucidation pf the most recent and skilful 

Methods, pursued by Architects and Artificers, in the various 

departments of 

Carpentry, Masonry, Painting, 

Joinery, Slating, Glazing, 

Bricklaying, Plumbing, Plastering, &c. &c. 

including, also, New Treatises on Geometry, Theoretical and 

Practical, Trigonometry, Conic Elevations, Perspective, Shadows, 

and Elevations; A Summary of the Art of Building; copious 

Accounts of Building Materials, Strength of Timber, Cement, 

& c , A Description of the Tools Used by the Different Workmen; 
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An Extensive Glossary of the Technical Terms peculiar to each 

department; and The Theory and Practice of the Five Orders, as 

employed in decorative architecture. 

The work is Illustrated and embellished with numerous plates, 

from original drawings and designs, made expressly for this 

work, by Michael Angelo Nicholson, R. Elsam, W. Inwood, and 

other eminent architectural artists. 

London: Printed for Thomas Kelly, 17, Paternoster Row, 1823. 

2 volumes 

/Sherbrooke Village, U.S^J 

Joseph Gwitt, F.S.A., F.R.S.A. 

An Encyclopedia of Architecture Historical, Theoretical, and 

Practical. 

Illustrated with more than eleven hundred engravings on wood 

by R. Branston from drawings by John Sebastian Gwitt. 

Revised with alterations and considerable additions by Wyatt 

Papworth, Fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects. 

Additionally illustrated with nearly four hundred engravings 

on wood by 0. Jewett, and nearly two hundred other 

illustrations. 

New Edition. First edition 1842. 

London: Longmans, Green, and Co., 1881 

/Legislative Library, Province House, Halifax/ 

A.J. Downing 

The Architecture of Country Houses including Designs for 
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Cottages, and Farm Houses, and Villas, with remarks on 

Interiors, Furniture, and the best Modes of Warming and 

Ventilating. 

Reprint of the first edition of 1850, with a new introduction 

by J. Stewart Johnston. 

New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1969 

/_Nova Scotia Museum/ 

Robert Stuart, Architect and Civil Engineer 

A Dictionary of Architecture; Historical, Descriptive, 

Topographical, Decorative, Theoretical, and Mechanical, 

Alphabetically Arranged, Familiarly Explained, and Adapted to 

the Comprehension of Workmen, &c. &c. 

Illustrated by One Thousand Drawings of subjects referred to 

in the work. 

Philadelphia: A. Hart, Late Carey & Hart, No. 126 Chestnut 

Place, 1851 

3 volumes. 

/Legislative Library, Province House, Halifax/ 

John Bullock, editor 

The Rudiments of the Art of Building; represented in five 

sections: 

I The General Principles of Construction; 

II Materials used in Building; 

III Strength of Materials; 

IV Use of Materials; 
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V Working Drawings, Specifications, and Drawings. 

for the use of Architects, Builders, Draughtsmen, 

Machinists, Engineers and Mechanics. 

New York: Stringer & Townsend, Publishers, 1853 

/^Public Archives of Nova Scotiay 
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APPENDIX E 

MECHANICS' MAGAZINE, MUSEUM, REGISTER, JOURNAL, AND GAZETTE. 

(London: Knight and Lacey, 55, Paternoster-Row: 1824-39) 

The following are representative articles: 

25 September 1824 pp. 1-2 "New Pit Saw" 

p. 16 "Ellington's Patent Lock" 

9 October 1824 p. 47 "Brick Making" 

20 November 1824 p. 133 "Vallance's Cross-Cutting Saw" 

18 December 1824 pp. 203-4 "Union of Copper with Iron" 

1 January 1825 pp. 229-30 "Warming and Ventilating Buildings" 

p. 231 "House Roofs" 

22 January 1825 p. 278 "Artificial Stone" 

29 January 1825 pp. 297-8 "Bricks" 

5 February 1825 p. 311 "Woolaston's Patent Night-Bolt" 

12 February 1825 p. 322 "Irish Lime Kiln" 

19 February 1825 p. 344 "Mortars" 

19 March 1825 p. 412 "Patent Metal Roofing" 

9 April 1825 p. 8 "Fire-Proof and Plank Floors" 

30 April 1825 p. 63 "Construction of Chimneys" 

14 May 1825 p. 87 "Metallic Roofing" 

pp. 90-91 "Improved Process of Hardening 

Steel" 

9 July 1825 pp. 209-10 "Improvement of the Lathe" 
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10 September 1825 p. 366 "Uniformity in Colour of Bricks" 

22 October 1825 pp. 15-16 "Covering for Flat Roofs" 

4 February 1826 p. 248 "Mr. Shuttleworth*s Hand-Saw 

Mills" 

p. 253 "Russian Mode of House-Warming" 

25 February 1826 p. 291 "New Building Materials" 

26 November 1825 p. 83 

RULES FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF CHIMNEYS. 

Mr. Tredgold, in his work on Warming and Heating Apartments, 

has given the following rule for proportioning the upper 

orifice of chimneys to their heights and the magnitude of 

the fire-places: --

Multiply by 17, the length of the fire-place in inches. 

Divide the product by the square root of the height in feet, 

and the chimney above the fire. The quotient will be the 

area of the upper orifice in square inches. 

Thus, if the fire is 15 inches wide, and the height of 

the chimney be 9 feet, we shall have 17 x 15 - 36^ square 

7 

inches nearly, which is a rectangle of 6 x 6 inches, in a 

circle of nearly 7 inches in diameter. In chimneys already 

existing, the upper orifices may be contracted to their proper 

size by Parker's cement. The contraction of the lower end of 

the vent above the fire should be nearly the same as the 

upper orifice; and the throat or lowest opening should not 

exceed the length of the bars. The length of the front of 
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the fire should be an inch for every foot of the room's 

length, and the depth one-half the length. If the length of 

the chamber should be such as to require a grate more than 

30 inches long, two fire-places should be constructed. 
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APPENDIX F 

MILITARY SOURCES 

PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, LONDON. WAR OFFICE 44 

WO 44/80 f.28 cf. f.157 

List of Articles Recommended to be sent out from England for 

Erecting a Building of Stone for an Armoury Offices &c as p 

Estimate dated this day ... 

ARTICLES Prices at which they may 
be procured at Halifax 

300 thousand of 4 y Nails 3/9 p M 

3 Rheams Sheathing Paper 40/ p Rm 

30 Thousand of 2 0 d y Nails 12/ p M 

8 thousand of 10 y ditto 9/ p M 

56 thousand of 5 y ditto 5/ p M 

100 pounds of 30 d y and 4 0 d y Nails 7/ p lb. 

10 thousand Brads Assorted 5/ p M 

420 pounds of Sheet Lead 7 lb to 7*? p lb 

the foot 

150 pounds Bar Lead 5 p lb 

24 Sash Pullies 1/3 each 

4 Knots of Sash Line 2/6 each 

4 pairs of k\ inch But Hinges 3/6 p Pair 

4 pairs of 4 inch ditto 2/6 p Do 

384 Panes Glass 14 x 10 1/6 each 
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ARTICLES Prices at which they may 

be procured at Halifax 

16 Panes Glass 8 x 10 8 each 

130 pounds of Putty 7 p lb 

44 pair outside Shutter Hinges, 

& bolts 7/ p Pair 

7 Locks 12/ each 

4 large Latches 2/6 each 

2 Cwt White Lead 100/ p Cwt 

14 Gallons Linseed Oil 11/ p Gallon 

3 Cwt of Iron (flat) 40/ p Cwt 

Also 3£ Cwt of Bolt Iron for Bolts and 

Bolts & Rings for the Wharf 40/ p Cwt 
e 1 G. Nicolls Capt Comm6 R Eng. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia October 16th 1811 

W044/80 ff. 166-7 

Proportion of Stores proposed to be kept in Depot at Halifax, 

for the Ordinary Services of the Royal Engineer Department. 

30 August 1809. 

Brushes -- paint -- Assorted 36 

Canvas No. 2 Yards 450 

Chalk pounds 75 

Glue pounds 60 

r 12 by 10 3 Boxes of 50 
J ft each 150 

Glass \ 
(_ 10 by 8 3 Boxes of 100 

ft each 300 
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Hinges pairs assorted H & H 75 

Iron Bar and Bolt assorted 48 Cwt 

Latches Ring 6 

Lines Hambro Shains 12 

Lead Sheet at about 7 lbs p foot --

pounds 1500 

( Knob 8 inch 12 

Pad assorted 18 

Chest 6 

Closet assorted - dozens 3 

^ Stock 10 to 14 inch 3 

assorted - dozens 

I 30 dy pounds 350 

24 dy " 600 

20 dy Rose 150,000 

10 dy Clasp 15,000 
Nails •< 

J 6 dy ditto 15,000 

/ 5 dy Rose 150,000 

J 4 dy ditto 150,000 

I Clout assorted 9,000 

Brads assorted 15,000 

White Lead cwt 60.0.0 
Dry Yellow Okre pounds 90. 

Paints i 
I Red Lead ditto 9 
I Prussian Blue Ounces 6 

Whiting c w t 3.0.0 
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Vitriol pounds 2 

Lampblack ditto 54 

Oil Linseed Gallons 420 

Fummice Stones 3 

Paper Sheathing Rheams 24 

Steel pounds 60 

Spikes assorted 600 

Wood Screws ditto -- 6 

G r o c e (sic) 

Twine pounds 9 

Needles dozens 3 

Articles that it is supposed can be purchased with 

Advantage on the Spot . . . 

Pitch barrels 30 

Tar ditto 45 

Spirits Turpentine Gallons 12 

Oak Timber Tons 45 

Oak and Birch Boards feet 3000 

( Ton Tons 30 

Ranging feet 9000 

Scantling feet 6000 

Pine Boards and Plank 150,000 

Weather boards 9000 

Sleepers for Platforms 150 

Slate Squares 50 

Gusts. Nicolls Capt Commg R Engineer 
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W044/89 f. 163 

Estimate of the Expense of building a Shed 70 feet long and 

20 feet wide in rear of the Office and Armory in the Ordinance 

Yard. 

Workmanship 

One Mason 30 days 

One Carpenter 200 days 

One Painter 6 days 

236 days @ 1/8 or £19.13.4 

One Non Commissd Officer 56 days @ 1/ 2.16.0 

Labourers excavating 40 days 

Do attending Masons 60 days 

100 days @ 10 d 4. 3.4. 

Sterling Dollrs @ 4/8 £26.12.8 

Add 1/14 difference of Exch- 1.18."j 
28.10.8i 

Materials 

1300 feet Ranging Timber @ 2\ pr foot 13.10.10 

2300 feet of Pine Boards (merch6) 

@ 87/6 10.18.9 

21,500 Shingles @ 17/6 18.16.3 

70 Tons building Stone @ 5/ 17.10." 

6 lbs Lampblack @ 2/6 " 15." 

56 lbs White Lead @ 80/ pr lb 2." ." 

43,000 Shingle Nails @ 4/3 9. 2.9 

1500 of 20 dy Do @ 7/6 " 11.3 
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Materials (cont'd) 

10 lbs 6 inch Spikes @ 4£ " 3.9 73.18.7 

£101.19.3i 

Add 1/10 for Contingencies 10. 3.11 

Halifax Currency £112. 3.2| 

Engineer's Office Halifax 15th April 1818 

A. Walker Cap Cy RE. 

W044/95 f.7 

I have received from John Starr Esquire in Cash, and Materials 

which I have expended in building a new Stone Magazine for 

Government near the Naval Hospital in the year 1822, including 

the painting done this Spring. Three Hundred and Eighty four 

Pounds, two shillings and two pence halfpenny 354. 2.2^ 

Expended of my own Money on said Building 

including what I now owe some of the Workmen, 

Twenty Three Pounds, eleven Shillings 23.11. 

Ninety days work of myself at Seven 

Shillings per diem 31.10. 

^439. 3.2i 

Halifax, N.S. 17th Septr 1823 

Pat_/ric_7k Walsh 

We whose Names are hereunto subscribed, Master Masons in the 

Town of Halifax, do testify and declare that the new Magazine 

near the Naval Hospital built in the year 1822 by Patrick Walsh 
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is a most complete piece of Workmanship, and being laid in 

courses, as it was much more tedious, and expensive than if 

built in the usual, and ordinary way of building Stone Work 

in this Town, and we are confident the Builder must have lost 

a very large Sum of Money by the aforesaid Job. 

Halifax, N.S. 17th Septr 1823 

Peter Hay 

Nicholas Wright 

/To the Chief Officers of the Ordnance Department, Halifax/ 

W044/95 f.31 

Estimate of the expense of erecting a stone Building for the 

service of the Ordnance, 70 feet long by 25 feet wide on the 

clear, on the Ordnance ground near the Naval Hospital, fixing 

lightning conductors, and putting up a picket fence to 

enclose the same, agreeably to the order of the Master General 

and Board dated the 19th December 1821 

For erecting the building. 

562 rods of stone wall, including workmanship 

and Materials as per Contract @ 11/ pr rod £ 309. 2.0 

108 feet of cut Free Stone including do do 

as per Contract @ 1/11 pr foot 10. 7.0 

490 feet running measure of bedding plates &ca 

including do do as per Contract @ 2 pr foot 4. 1.8 

Carpenters' work for framing the roof, laying 

the joists, floors &ca including all Materials 

as per Contract 80. 0.0 
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For erecting the building, (cont'd) 

42 days of a Civil Slater @ 5/ pr day 10.10.0 

6 do of a Plasterer 5/ " " 1.10.0 

15 do of a Carpenter 5/ " " 3.15.0 

7 do of a Paver 6/ " " 2. 2.0 

l£ do of a Plumber 12/ " " 0.18.0 

436 days of Army Labourers @ 10 Stg is £18.3.4 

Stg or 19. 9.3i 

4 days of a single team @ 13/ 2.12.0 

30 yards Painting (2 coats) @ 11 1. 7.6 

14 Tons Slates @ 50/ pr Ton 35. 0.0 

6 Hhds White Lime 14/ pr Hhd 4. 4.0 

100 bushels Sand 4 pr bush 1. 3.4 

2 — 14 inch Copper Locks 25/ each 2.10.0 

66 lbs of Copper Hinges 2/ p lb 6.12.0 

16 lbs of do Bolts 1/6 " 1. 4.0 

22 lbs of do Nails 2/ " 2. 4.0 

198 lbs Sheet Copper @ 2/ " 19.16.0 

7 Cwt Sheet Lead 51/4 p Cwt 17.19.4 

1100 feet Merch- plank @ 70/ p M 3.17.0 

13 Tons pebble Stone @ 2/6 p Ton 1.12.6 

542. 6 . 74 

For fixing Two Lightning Conductors 

12 days of a Civil Carpenter @ 5/ p day 3. 0.0 

12 do of Army Labourers @ 10 Sterlg is 
10/ or 0.10.8| 

1 day of a single Team 0.13.0 
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For fixing Two Lightning Conductors 

150 dimension Timber @ 20/ p. hun- 1.10.0 

2 Spars 20 feet long 20/ each 2. 0.0 

40 lbs Bolt Copper 1/6 p lb 3. 0.0 

12 Copper Staples 6 each 0. 6.0 

10.19.8j 

For putting up a Picket Fence 

18 days of a Civil Carpenter @ 5/ p day 4.10.0 

60 do of Army Labourers @ 10 Sterlg 

is£2.10.0 Sterlg or 2.13.6? 

3 days of a single Team @ 13/ 1.19." 

1125 — 10 feet Pickets 20/ p hund 11. 5.0 

575 feet Merch- Boards 70/ p M 2. 0.3 

li Tons Pine Timber 30/ p Ton 1.17.6 

1500 — 20 dy rose nails 9/ p M 0.13.6 

1 Strong Padlock 0. 5.0 

2 prs large Hooks & hinges for Gates 
25/ p pair 2.10.0 

24 yards of Painting (2 coats) 11 p yard 1. 2.0 

28.15.9? 

Halifax Currency £582. 2.li 

Deduct 1/10 diff— of Exchange 58. 4.2J 

Total Sterling £583.17.11 

R1 Engineer's Office, Halifax, Nova Scotia, 16 July 1822 

Jas. R. Arnold Lt Col Comg REng 

W044/199 f. 57 

Specifications for Shingling the roof of the house to be 

built for the residence of the Ordnance Storekeeper, agreeably 

http://10.19.8j
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to plan. 

The shingles to be of the best white pine, free from 

Shakes and Sap, laid 4i inches to the weather, nailed with 

5dy nails and finished with saddle boards. 

The chimnies to be collared with lead of lbs to the 

foot, cut and fastened into the brick work and made to lap 

5 inches on the roof. 

The above materials will be furnished by the Contractor, 

and must be of the best quality, and the whole of the work to 

be done in a workmanlike manner subject at all times to the 

inspection of the Commanding Engineer 

Halifax, 3rd April 1825 

W044/199 f.67 

Tender for Ironmongery &c from 1st January to 31st December 

1825 (COPY) 

{Scrubbing hand @ 1/6, 1/9, 1/10 each 

(?) wash large 4/6 each small @ 2/6, 3/, 3/4 each 

Chalk 10/ pr Cwt 

Files ( Hand Saw Steel 5/ doz Com11 @ 34 pr dozen 

^ Whip Saw @ 7/6 and 12/ pr dozen 

Glue @ 1/6 pr lb 

9d 1/3 2/ pair 
rBrass \\ 2/ 2j In 

/-•Gate I 
f ) 3d 4d 5d 6d 7§d 9d 1/ 1/3 1/9 pair 
I ''Iron 1 14 14 ll 2 24 3 34 4 Inch 

) TD 8d lOd 1/ 1/3 1/6 1/10 2/6 2/9 3/4 pair 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Inch 
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Wo44/199 f.67 (cont'd) 

Hinges N _ 6d 7d 8d lOd 1/2 1/6 pair 
IH 3 4 5 6 7 8 Inch 

/ 1/6 2/4 2/8 3/4 3/8 j> pair 

/ T 12 14 16 18 20 Inch 

/ 1/6 2/ 2/6 3/ 3/6 p pair 

^x-Hook & eye 12 14 16 18 20 Inch 

(Bar of Sorts (?) English £25 P Ton 

Ditto Swedish & Russian £30 p Ton 

Bolt 3/8 r Inches & upwards £ 25 p Ton 

41 5l 61 71 each 

IKnob Brass 44 5 6 7 inch 

Thumb Iron best @ 2/6 & 3/ each 

. do Comn @ 9d, 1/, 1/3, 1/6 each 
( Pig — (? 45/ p Cwt 

Lead { Sheet — @ 46/8 p Cwt 

Lines — Chalk @ 3/9 doz. 

" Chest 4 In @ 2/ Each 

Cupboard 1/6 & 2/ each 
3l & 4 Inches 

s d Desk 4 In @ 2 /6 each 
Drawer 34 Inch @ 1/6 each 
Pad Iron @ 1/9, 2/, 2/3 each 

Common Large @ 1/6 each 
Locks N Small @ 7l each 

Rim (?) Brass Knobs 7/ 10/ 
7 & 8 Inches 

Brass Desk 34 Inch @ 2s/9 each 

1/6 1/9 2/ 2/6 3/ 3/6 4/ each 
ystock 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 inch 



- 145 -

28 lbs p M @ 12/ 
Rose 20 p M @ 9/ 

12 p M @ 6/6 

32 lbs p M none 
20 " p M 9/ 

Clasp 12 lbs p M 6/6 
7 lbs p M 5/ 

Nails 4 lbs p M 3/9 

Shingle 3f| lbs p M @ 3S/4d 

Lathing Cast @ 4 p lb 

Spikes @ 4 p lb 

Paper sheathing stout @ 40/ p Cwt thinner 35/ p Ream 

Pitch market price normally 16/, 17/6 p Bar 

Screws 1/9 2/ 2/6 3/ 3/6 4/6 6/ 7/6 p gross 
i 3 1 1$ 1} If 2 2£ Inches 

Tar Market Price usually 12/6 & 15/ Barrel 

(Sd) G.N. Russell 

1 January 1825 

Accepted. 

W044/199 ff. 47-50, 56-60, 61, 67-83 

Other tenders accepted 1 January - 31 December 1825 

Brick Sheet Iron Stove Pipes 

Free Stone Painting, Glazing, Supply of Paint 

Granite Double and single Teams 

Lumber Lime 
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PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, LONDON, WAR OFFICE 55 

W055/859 f.31 

G.A. Neely (?) to Captain Nicolls, Pall Mall 13th March 1811, 

draft 

I am desired by General Morse to acknowledge the receipt 

of your letter of the 22nd Jany and to inform you that the 

Board by their order of the 11th instant have directed the 

Squares of Tiling and Slating required by you for the 

Engineers Department at Halifax, to be forwarded by the first 

opportunity. 

W055/862 f. 373 

R.H. Crew to General Mann, Office of Ordnance (London), 

6 August 1821. The Board having had under Their Consideration 

the Demand made by Lieutenant Colonel Arnold for Stores and 

Materials required for Service of the Engineer Department at 

Halifax during the present year - I am commanded to acquaint 

you, The Board have ordered that the Demand be supplied and 

forwarded from Woolwich or the Tower, with the exception of 

the following Articles, which I am to request you will direct 

the Commanding Engineer to purchase on the spot at the prices 

specified (viz ) 

In no , 
14 2 5S/6<: 

Locks Stock 12 3 4S/3 
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Hinges Butts 2\ 3 9d 

Chalk lbs 7 10/ p Cwt 

W055/862 f. 393 

An Estimate for repairing the Storekeepers House 

To new silling the house round, to scarfing posts and Studs 

where rotten, to making good Boarding, water tableing and 

clapboarding where rotten, to making Porch in front of the 

house good, to making new Window Shutters for ditto, to 

making good cornice and plate if rotten; South end of the 

house to be new Shingled, window frames and sashes to be 

made good. North end clapboarding to be repaired and new 

Cellar door. Back of the house clapboarding and window sashes 

to be repaired. Back Porch two new doors, the bottom repaired, 

making new Cellar windows and laying new Cellar floor and 

Steps, making partition in cellar and doors, the front hall to 

be new floored, the back Kitchen to be new floored, to making 

good garret stairs, to making three new closets in two of 

the rooms as described to me, to making good two rooms in the 

garret as described and finishing one room in the garret 

similar to the old, to new Shingling roof of the house and 

pediment, with leaden gutters, new Barge and saddle boards, 

to making good the Wash house and Shingling roof, to making 

good the wood house and shingling roof, to making new fence 

with two gates from the North East corner of the house to the 

extent of that line, new fence on the West ditto, on the South 
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ditto extending down to the Woodhouse, to making new pale 

fence between woodhouse and washhouse similar to the old, 

hinges and locks in the house to be made good, new ceiling in 

front room south, back Kitchen new ceiling and mending side 

walls and making good hearth and jambs, lathing and plaistering 

room in the garret and making good the lathing and plaistering 

in the house where broke, and making good wall under the sill 

of the house, making good foundation under the wash house and 

under the wood house, making good the wall between the wood 

house and wash house, to making good the wall under the fences 

where the old is now, repairing Chimnies on the tops &ca 

Painting front of the house, gable ends, and back, painting 

the inside of the house, and all to have two coats, the whole 

to be completed for the Sum of Three Hundred Pounds Currency. 

Halifax, 22d May 1822 

Nicholas Le Cain House Carpenter 

W055/887 f. 508 

From the Commanding Royal Engineer Nova Scotia &c &c, to the 

Inspector General of Fortifications, reporting with reference 

to the leaky state of the Cavalier and Casemates in the 

Citadel of Halifax N.S. Royal Engineer Office, Halifax, N.S. 

17th Jany 1855 

I regret very much that it is my duty to inform you that 

the variable character of the present season, (deluges of rain, 

alternating with severe frosts) have fully developed the very 
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unsatisfactory state of the Cavalier Barracks in the Citadel 

at this Station; that work is now in the hands of the 

Contractors for renewing the floors and Colonnade .... The 

leakage however through the Arches and Masonry has recently 

become so extensive as to make these Casemates quite 

uninhabitable for the present; .... a very considerable expense 

will have to be incurred to make the Building watertight and 

habitable, apparently owing to the defective nature of the 

Masonry in the external walls. ... 

I propose therefore to take down the upper portion of the 

Escarp and retaining walls to the level of the Arches and rebuild 

them in a substantial manner and with proper Materials, the 

probable cost of which will amount to about £4000, which 

includes the Value of Mineral Tar & Seypel Asphalte.... 

With respect to the Casemates under the Ramparts of the 

Citadel ... I regret to have to inform you, notwithstanding 

the hopes entertained by my predecessor that the approved 

application of Seypel Asphalte would be successful in 

securing them against leakage, that some of them have recently 

become damp from the penetration (?) of water through the 

Arches; whether this arises from cracks caused by the frost 

during the previous winter, or from fractures in the Coating 

arising from the pressure of the overlaying shingles and earth, 

aided by the heavy traffic in getting up and mounting the 

platforms and Guns, it is impossible to determine, without 

opening the ground, which at this season cannot be effected 
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owing to the frost. ... these defects, however will require 

early attention in the spring .... the probable cost of the 

repair amount to £1000 .... 

Royal Engineer Office Halifax, N.S. 30th January 1855. 

Duplicate 

Demand of Stores and Materials required for Rebuilding the 

upper part of the Cavalier and Staunching the Arches of the 

Casemates at the Citadel. Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Prices at which 
Quantity re- the Article can 

Description of Total ... maining to be obtained on 
Article Required be supplied the spot. 

Asphalte, Seypel-
Claridge Patent, 
fine, without 153 153 150/ ton 
any grit. Tons 

Cement -
Portland - 440 440 2/ bushel 
Bushels 

Tar - Mineral -
LaServes quality 
(for flaxing the 306 306 17/ Cwt 
Asphalte) Cwt 

W055/887 f. 673 

Return of Ordnance Lands in the Province of Nova Scotia Prince 

Edward's Island and Cape Breton. COPY (24 November 1855) 

Quantity or Surveys made by 
Locality and Content and deposited Nature 
Description A.R.P. in the Office of of soil Tenure 

Quarries on the 
Western side of 200.0.0 Surveyor Rocks of Free-
th£ N/orth/ General's Granite hold 
W/_est_/ Arm (plan and Iron 
Ell) Stone: 

land, rough 
pastures... 
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In whose possession or If any and what part of the 
occupation. The nature Land should be retained/ 
thereof. Rental. disposed of 

Ordnance: Quarry Men's Huts Retain 



- 152 -

PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF CANADA. RECORD GROUP 8, C SERIES. 

RG8 C1444 pp. 44-54 

Demand of Stores and Materials for Service of the Royal 

Engineer Department, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick &c during 

the Year 1842-3. 

Prices at which the 
Description of ... Total ... Articles can be 
Articles Required obtained on the spot 

s- Boards feet 49.782 55/ M 

fl£ inch " 484 80/ " 

Merch 2 " " 10240 100/ " 
Pine < < 

Plank 1 3 " " 1000 150/ " 

Spruce 3 " " 250 135/ " 

Birch 3 " " 125 150/ " 

Scantling " 150 55/ " 

Weather Boards clear " 4175 70/ " 

(Pine " 1952 25/ ton 

Oak " 20 60/ " 
Timber. ( " 8 x 8 " 600 17/ M 

Ranging J 
L l^Common " 2240 10/ " 

Shingles best pine No 89,950 13/ M 

Laths " 9250 5/ " 
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Prices at which the 
Description of Total Articles can be 
Articles . . . Required obtained on the spot. 

Slates -- Duchess tons fi 

'Building 2nd quality 132 5/ ton 

tons 

StoneS Pebble — paving " 5 5/ " 

\Free coping 3 in thick 

feet 10 2/6 ft 

Bricks - best small - No 4000 52/ M 

Lime " White bushel 390 12/ hhd 

Sand fresh water " 888 2^d " 

("Coarse " 20 2d " 
Gravell , 

^Sifted " 20 2a " 

Hair Ox lb 120 4d lb 

Oak - plank - 2 inch feet 50 200/ M 

/*** 7x9 panes 10 2\ each 

I 8x10 " 503 3d " 

Glass I 9x11 " 10 4d 

3d 7 

quality A 10x12 " 6 9 

12x14 " 6 1/3 

12x16 " 10 1/6 each 

164xl3i " 6 3/6 

\ - 1 8 4 x l 3 i " 6 3/9 

P u t t y lb 449 4 d 

White Lead " 4125 50/ Cwt 

Yellow Paint " 429 " 

Black Lamp " 50 1/ lb 

file:///Free
file:///-184xl3i
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Prices at which the 
Description of ... Total Articles can be 
Articles Required obtained on the spot. 

Litharge lb 40 10d lb 

(Boiled gallons 25 4/ gal 

Raw " 200 3/6 

Oil "S Sweet " 3 5/ 

wNeats feet " t- 6/ 

Turpentine " 764 3/6 

(Whitewash large No 24 3/9 each 
Brushey 

(Taint f*0.0.0 ground No 18 3/ 

\sash tool No 3&4 No 12 9 

Whiting best pairs lb 336 2\ lb 

Ochre spruce " 125 5 

Glue " 35 1/ 

Plaster of Paris bushels 1 8/ bl 

Roofing paper lb >S^ 35/ Cwt 

Pitch barrels 1 16/ bl 

Tar " 1 15/ 

" Sheet 6 lb per ft lb 1036 35/ Cwt 

Lead - Pig " 112 

^ Pipe inch feet 2$ 2/ ft 

xx sheets 40 10 sheet 
Tin Plate , 

x " 10 9d 

(Plumbers lb 28 2/ lb 

Tin Smiths " 8 2/ " 

r /'No. 1-5 inch lb 28 

)Spikes' " 2-6 " " 23 3d lb 

file:///sash
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Prices at which the 
Description of Total Articles can be 
Articles Required obtained on the spot. 

V No. 3-7 inch lb 20 3d lb 

Nails. fNo. 14-10 lb per M lb 89 6d " 

No. 16-20 lb per M " 1012 5d " 
Rose. , 

| No. 19-50 " ' >S* 4ia " 

L N O . 20-70 " " " " 853 4d " 

("No. 32-6 lb per M lb 59 

Clasp, No. 33-10 " " 187 "̂  6d lb 

L" 42-40 " " 28 J 

f" 93-14 oz " 2 1 
Brads { V 1/ 

V." 94-1? lb " 1 J 
Lathing wrought 2\ lb , 

per M lb 179 6 

Shingle fine 3£ lb per " 532 6d 

, Slating No. 163 6 lb 
V per lb 3 1/6 
f"2£xi cwt pr lb 4.0.0 "| 

Iron 24x3/8 " 2.0.0 
Flat 

J 2x3/8 " 2.0.0 L 17/ Cwt 

( r e ^ " lix? " 3.0.0 
ned; 

Ux4 " 3.0.0 t 

s. 
("1 inch Cwt 13.0.0 "\ 

Square , % " 4.0.0 

5/8 " 5.0.0 
L 17/ Cwt 

XI " 3.0.0 

V % " 3.0.0 
* 4 
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Prices at which the 
Description of Total Articles can be 
Articles Required obtained on the spot. 

/Round f 5/8 Cwt 3.0.0 "1 17/ Cwt 

I I i " 2.0.0 J 
Iron \ 

1 Nail - rod sorted lb 224 18/ Cwt 
Flat I 

^.Fender - plate 6 in 
(ref-\ gage No 15 lb 112 20/ " 
ined)| 

/Chest plate 6 lb 224 20/ " 

/ TGauge No 15 lb 112 *\ 

/sheetj " 22 " 224 \ 251 " 

/ I for Stove Pipe 1 

/ L No 16 " 1120 J 

Tfor Stove Pipe , 
I No 16 " 14 6 lb 
V Wire < 
^* L No 10 " 14 5 " 

Coal bushels 200 9d bl 

Thumb tacks No 14 2/ ea 

fBrass - bow No 12 "] , 
LockhandlesJ V 9 ea 

L " knob " 12 J 

Borax lb 2 2/ lb 

Bolts - round - winch No 18 2/ ea 

{ side " 12 "j d 
I 4 ea 

end " 24 J 

Check - spring- iron-wire" 18 4 ea 

Bell- wire - copper lb 4 2/3 lb 

Hinges f18 inch pair 16 2/ pair 

Hook size' 14 " " 4 1/9 " 
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Prices at which the 
Description of Total Articles can be 

Articles Required obtained on the spot. 

ff> inch pair 6 1/6 pair 

7 " 6 1/8 

Hinges * {.8 " " 2 1/9 

J p i inch " 4 10d 

|Butt , 4i " " 4 1/6 

L3i " (brass) pair 4 1/3 

Cloak Pins - brass- No 48 9 each 

Shutter rings " 24 9 

Sash Line Yards 30 2d yd 

[Carpenters Chalk No 24 4 ea 

Masons " 12 6 ea 

Rope - 2 in tarred Cwt ^ 56/ Cwt 

Locks - lead 8 inch No 1 4/6 ea 

[Metal 3 " " 2 4/ " 

Bushed 6" " 1 3/ " 

p o . 199- £ inch gross 1/3 "\ 

J 200- 3/8" " 1/3 

201- i " " 1/3 

/Fine 202- 5/8" " 1/2 * 3/ gross 

I flat 203- 1 " 1 
\ \ 
\ head 204- 7/8" 1 J 
jfor 205- 1 " " 2 J 

Screws^ / 
jWood 206- U " " 1 L 4/ gross 
\ \ 207- li " " 1 J 
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Prices at which the 
Description of Total Articles can be 
Articles Required obtained on the spot. 

->. \ No. 208- 2 inch gross 1 "| 
\ I 1 5 / gross 
\ V 209- 2J 1 / 

I 221- J " " 1/3 "] 

/ 222- 3/8" " 1/3 ( 3/ " 
/ Strong f 
I 223- 7/8 " " 1/3 I 

V 224- 14" " 1/2 4/ " 

f 225- \\ 1/2 "I 
[Strong \ 4/ 

I 226- 14 1/2 J 
\flat ] 

ScrewsJ (̂  2 2 7 _ 2 3 / 4 5 / 

/ r" 252- 24 1/2 1 
/Rounded J > 7/6 
V̂  [ 253- 3 1/2 J 

r 16 inch 24 2/1 each 

Flat J 14 " 24 1/10 " 

6 " 12 10d " 

{14 inch No 24 1/9 each 

10 12 1/ " 

6 12 9d " 

r 12 6 1/5 " 

\Square J 8 12 1/ " 
\ 1 d 

FilesX 6 6 10 

Bastard) 4 6 9d " 

[Safe edge 6 6 9d " 

Feather edge 8 6 1/6 " 

file:///flat
file:///Square
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Prices at which the 
Description of Total Articles can be 
Articles Required obtained on the spot. 

f 11 6 1/6 each 

Files [Round 1 8 6 1/ " 
Bastard I A 

[_ 6 6 10* " 

Warding-sorted doz 1 1/9 doz 

Hand Saw " 4 3/9 " 

To be provided on the spot 

Halifax 

All the Articles on the first page from Pine Boards to Gravel 

inclusive: 

i t J 444.19.11? 

10 Panes of Glass @2*_ 2. 1 

502 " " @3 6. 5. 9 

10 " " (34d 3. 4 

6 " " @9d 4. 6 

76i Gallons Turpentine @ 3/6 13. 6.10£ 

200 Bushels Coal @ 9 7.10. 0 

C&J 472.12. e\ 

(Signed) H Ince Ord Store1 

Rice Jones Lt Col Comg Rl Engr 
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NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENTS 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 6 May 1802 

COMMISSARY & STOREKEEPER GENERAL'S OFFICE, HALIFAX .... 

WANTED, for His Majesty's Works, 

The undermentioned quantities of LUMBER. 

TO be delivered on the King's Lumber-Yard wharf at Halifax, 

at such periods, and in such parcels, during the course of 

the ensuing summer, as the service may require, and the whole 

to be completed by the 20th of November next. -- VIZ. 

60,000 feet of Ranging Timber, 

250,000 do. of Clear Boards and Plank. 

500,000 do. of Merchantable New-Brunswick, Pine Boards and 

Plank, 

300,000 do. of do. Nova-Scotia do. 

5,000 do. of hardwood Boards & Plank, 

20,000 do. of Weather Boards, 

45,000 Clapboards 

120,000 Laths 

3,000 Ten Feet Pickets, 

30,000 Eight Feet do. 

120 Wharf Logs, and 

200 Wharf Layers 

ALSO, To be delivered at Halifax, and the ports within the 

harbor, at such time and quantities as shall be required, and 
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to be completed by the 20th of November next. 

180,000 Merchantable Statute Bricks, 

300 Hhds. of White, and") 
L.LIME 

520 Hhds. Brown J 

GEORGE BRINLEY, Commissary and Storekeeper General 

The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 8 March 1804 

Commissary and Storekeeper-General's Office, Halifax .... 

WANTED, for the Public Service in the Royal Engineer 

Department at Halifax, 

The undermentioned Articles, viz. 

TWO Hundred Wharf Logs, ~\ 

25 feet long, and 12 inches / To be delivered by the 

diameter, at the small end. V 1st of May next. 

300 Layers, 25 feet long, and \ 

6 inches diameter, at the small end.) 

ALSO, 

1,000 feet of clear three inch Pine Plank A New-Brunswick 

3,000 feet of clear two inch, do. do. Lumber. 

10,000 feet of three inch, merchantable To be delivered 

Pine Plank by the 1st of 

20,000 feet of two inch merchantable 1 June next. 

Pine Plank 

17,000 Clapboards, clear of sap 

52,000 Shingles, do do. 

2,000 feet of two inch Black Birch Plank 

.... GEORGE BRINLEY .... ' 
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The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 30 January 1806 

Halifax-Yard ... 

WANTED, For His Majesty's Service in this Yard, 

The undermentioned Articles, 

Being the growth of PASSAMAQUADDY, or MIRAMICHIE. — viz: 

SHINGLES, grain'd, clear of sap and slash, No. 

18 Inches long, and \ Inch thick, 450,000 

CLAPBOARDS, clear of sap, strait grain'd, No. 

4 Feet long, 5 inches wide, \ Inch thick, 8,000 

... The whole to be delivered at the Yard on or before the 

first week in June next. 

PROVO F. WALLIS. 

The Halifax Journal, 17 June 1811 

Office of Ordnance, Halifax .... 

WANTED, for the Works in the Royal Engineer Department, One 

thousand Perch of BLUE BUILDING STONE, (the Perch to measure 

16i feet in length, 12 by 12 inches) to be delivered at the 

Ordnance Wharf, from time to time as the work may require, 

and paid for by measurement of the Building, when complete. ... 

P. ROBERTS, Ordnance Storekeeper. 

Acadian Recorder, 25 January 1817 

Office of Ordnance, .... 

Contract for STONE, Wanted for service of the Royal Engineer 

Department, SIX HUNDRED TONS of GOOD IRON BUILDING STONE, one 

Hundred Tons to be delivered by the last of April and one 
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Hundred Tons Monthly until the whole is delivered, and to be 

landed on the wharf at Mauger's Beach. 

THOMAS JAMES, Acting Ord. Stkpr. 

The Free Press, 29 February 1820 

Deputy-Commissary-General's Office, Halifax, 22d Feb. 1820. 

WANTED for the Storekeeper-General's Department, the following 

Articles;--

200,000 ft. merchantable White Pine Boards 

To be delivered on or before 1st October 1820, 

50,000 ft. merch. white pine 2 inch Plank 

One half by the 15th May, the remainder on or before the 

1st October, 

5,000 ft merch. white pine l£ inch Plank 

To be delivered on or before the 1st October, 

//The above to be the growth of the Province of New-Brunswick/. 

40,000 ft clear white pine Weather Boards, to be free of 

sap and rents. 

One half by the 15th May, the remainder on or before the 1st 

October, 

1000,000 first quality white pine Shingles, grain and clear 

of sap, 

One half to be delivered by 1st May, the remainder by 30th 

June , 

40 Tons of Timber, Pine or Spruce, 10 by 10 inches, in lengths 

not less than 25 feet. 
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20,000 feet Merchantable Ranging Timber, Pine or Spruce. 

8000 do Hewn Scantling do. 

2000 do Sawed do 4 by 4 ins. 

in lengths of 10 and 20 feet, 

2000 do do 6 by 4 inches, 

in lengths of 10 and 20 feet, 

To be delivered by the 31st May, 

150 Wharf Logs, 25 feet long, and not less than 12 inches 

diameter at the small end. 

1000 Oak Trennels, 2 feet long, and two inches square—free 

of blemishes-- To be delivered by the 20th May. 

500 White Ash Axe Handles, 3 feet 2 inches long, li inch 

thick, split with the grain and hewn. 

500 do. Pick Axe do. 3 feet 4 inches long, 3i inches thick, 

at the butt, and two inches at the small end-- To be delivered 

by the 31st May. 

40,000 Merchantable Bricks--One half to be delivered by the 

31st May, the remainder by 30th June. 

15,000 do Laths-- To be delivered by 31st May, 

60 Hogsheads White Lime, 

75 do. Brown do.-- As may be required. 

The whole of the above materials to be landed on the 

Lumber Yard Wharf, to be Surveyed by a Sworn Surveyor, 

approved by the Deputy-Storekeeper-General, and paid by the 

Contractor. 
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Acadian Recorder, 15 January 1828 

GOVERNMENT CONTRACT. 

Required for the use of the Royal Engineer Department at 

Quebec, the undermentioned quantity of STONE from the Quarries 

at Miramichi, Remsheg or Pictou to be delivered on o-r before 

the 31st of October 1825. 

feet 

required length height beds 

1250 First quality Tail Bonds 3'6"-4'6" 1*0"-1'6" 2'0"-2'6" 

1250 of Headers l'3"-2'6" 1'0"-1'6" 2'0"-2'6" 

2500 rough dressed Stretchers 2'0M-3'0" 1,0"-1'6" 2'0"-2'6" 

feet required 

First quality of flaggs 2 in thick 500 

3 in " 1000 

4 in " 1500 

5 in " 2000 

The Novascotian, 4 June 1829 

Commissariat, Halifax, ... 

TENDERS will be received at this Office, until Monday, the 

15th day of June, at 12 o'clock, from Persons disposed to 

furnish the Royal Engineer Department at this place, with 

such quantities of the undermentioned Materials, &c. as may 

be required for one year, from the 25th June, 1829, and to 

be delivered on the Lumber Yard Wharf Ordnance, and King's 

Wharf, or Harbour Posts, as required.--

BRICKS-- Large Building, best, per M. 
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Small Building, best per M. 

Fire, Newcastle, each brick, 

L I M E — White, best, per hhd. 

SAND— White Floor, per bushel. 

Best Sharp, fresh water, per bushel 

Common, do 

GRAVEL-- Coarse, per load of 12 bushels, 

Sifted, do do 

STONE— Ballast, Split or Flat, per ton 

Peeble, Paving, do 

FREE STONE-- 3 inch coping, 2 ft. 6 inches 

4i do 4 ft. 6 inches, 

Flag 

Ashlais, 2 ft. 6 in. long from 

6 to 12 inches thick 

Extra large stones, for landing of stair cases, 

&c. from 7 to 8 inches thick, 

per foot superficial. 

Large Blocks, per foot cube, 

PITCH— Per Barrel. 

T A R — Per do 

ROOFING PAPER— Each sheet to measure 30 by 20 in. and to 

weigh 74 oz. 

PAINTING-- Materials found by govt, per yd. 

do do contractor do 

ROPE-- 2 1-2 inch and upwards, per lb. 

Ratline do 
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IRONMONGERY,' 4c. 

NAILS— Rose, 30dy. 20dy. to 3dy. per lb. Brads, 6dy. 5dy. 

4dy. 3d2dy. per lb. White Tacks, 

SCREWS— 2i, 2, l£, 1,1-2 inches, per gross, 

Butt Hinges, from 4 to 1 1-2' inch, per pair. 

Table do do 2 to 14 do do 

Chest do do 12 to 9 do do 

HL. do do 12 to 6 do do 

Brass Desk Hinges, 3 inch do 

Screw Pullies brass, each, 

Sash do do do 

Window fastenings, brass, each, 

Cloak Pins do do 

Brass Handles, per pair, 

Iron do do 

LOCKS-- Closet, 8, 7, 6, & 5 inches each 

Drawers, do 

Chest, do 

Pad, Iron, do 

BOLTS-- Round, from 8 to 4 inches, each, 

Flat, from 8 to 5 do do 

Brass Nails, per th. 

Brass Hooks and Staples, each, 

Thumb Latches, strong, do 

Ring Latches, brass do 

Turn buckles, do do 
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Table fastenings, per pair 

Racks and pullies, each 

Cow Hair, per bushel, 

Fish oil, per gallon, 

Wheelbarrows, each, 

Pick axes, do 

Spades, each, 

Shovels (Miners and Coalheavers) each 

Rotten stone, per lb. 

Glue per lb. 

Brass nobs, each, 

Files, whipsaw (cast steel) each, 

Grindstones, each 

Shovel pans, large, each, 

Do small, do 

Iron, Swedish, per cwt. 

Do Furnace plate do 

STEEL-- Blister, do 

Shear do 

Planes, Jack, each, 

Oil stones, do 

Pig Lead, per cwt. 

Sheet do do 

PAINT &c. 

Sulphuric Acid, per lb. 

Litharge, per lb. 
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Linseed Oil, boiled, per gallon, 

Do raw do 

Paris Whiting, per lb. 

Putty, per lb. 

Lampblack, per lb. 

Spirits Turpentine, per gallon, 

DRY PAINTS— Prussian Blue, per lb. 

Mineral Green do 

Lead f White J per cwt 

1 Red J 

Spruce Ochre. do 

Verdigris, per lb. 

Verditure blue, do 

New Yellow, do 

GLASS— 7x9, 10x8, 10x14, 12x12, 16x12, 16x14, 18x14, per pane, 

Glazing and finding Putty, 7x9, 10x8, 10x14, 12x12, 16x12, 

16x14, 18x14. 

Colouring in Green distemper, per yard. 

Putting on paper, including border, workmanship and paste, 

per piece. 

The Tenders, which are required in triplicate, to be in 

Sterling Money, for each Article, and payment will be made 

quarterly by the Ordnance Storekeeper, in cash, with a 

reservation of a power on the part of the Deputy Commissary 

General, to pay in bills at the rate of a bill of £100 for 

every £101 10s due upon such Contract as may be entered into, 
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and for which sufficient security will be required for the 

due performance thereof. 

N.B. It is particularly desired that the Tenders are sent in, 

in strict conformity to the Advertisement, and comprised under 

three heads, as follows, viz, 

BUILDING MATERIALS, 

IRONMONGERY &c. 

PAINT AND PAINTING. 

The Novascotian, 19 July 1838 

ORDNANCE CONTRACTS 

SEALED, Tenders, in Triplicate, the rates to be specified in 

Sterling, will be received by the Deputy Commissary General, 

at his office until 12 o'clock on Thursday the 26th inst. for 

the supply of the undermentioned articles, for the service of 

the Royal Engineer Department, in Halifax; to be delivered 

either at the Ordnance Wharf or Lumber Yard, as may be 

required, on or before the 31st August next, and the contractors 

to be bound to supply in like manner, such further quantities 

of each description as may be called for between that period 

and the 30th June, 1839, due notice thereof being given. 

LUMBER /'Boards best merchantable, 

/ feet, 40,000 

clear of sap & dead knots, 

Pine /l£ inch do. do. P.M. " 500 

Plank12 " " " " " 12,800 

3 " " " " " 1,000 
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feet 
f Plank, 3 inch merch. PM \ 

J (each plank to be not less 
Spruce < " I 1,000 

than 16 feet long and 12 

inches wide, 
J 

/ Boards, merchantable, " 200 

Oak 1 Plank, 2 inch, " PM " 375 

^ Do 4 " " " " 3 

/ Plank, 2 inch " " " 100 
Birch I 

\ Do 3 " " " " 100 

Henlock Do 4 " " " " 4,500 

Pine Weatherboards, clear, " 1,000 

- /" ins. ins. \ 

f J 12x12 and 12x10 

Pine J in lengths of not less fc " 940 

I than 27 feet, J 

ins . 

115x15 in lengths of not less than 28 , " 3,156 

feet, 
feet ins 

/2 pieces 56 long 16x16 I 
Spruce 1 L 343 

C \3 " 27 " 16x16 J 
ri " 18 " 23x23 N 

Birch I I " 18 " 18x18 " 192 

1 
1 " 17 " 13x31 

V \2 " 23 " 14x14 ; 
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Ranging / 8 in. x 8 in. in length 'j 

Timber J of not less than 25 ft. V feet, 1,300 

I Common do do 3,200 

Scantling Sawed do 100 

Shingles best pine No 33,000 

Laths, best No 15,000 

{8 feet long, 4 ins. diar.'N 

at the small end J No 300 

10 feet long 5 do No 100 

Ash logs white 9 ft. long 6 do No 15 

S fb§ ft. long 12 ins. N 

I I No 6 

with \ diar. at small end 

the 45 do do No 98 

Wharf bark 35 do do No 35 

Logs J on 30 do do No 12 

25 do do No 27 
V. 

with the"} 
125 do do No 165 

V bark offj 
Oak treenails 2 feet 2 ins. long and > 

, No 2,925 
2 ins. in diameter 

4 

Spruce Spar 45 feet long 15 ins. \ 

] No 1 

diar. at bottom and 7 at top f 

Spruce knees 3 feet long each arm No 4 

STONES, BRICKS, SLATES, &c. 

J Free Coping feet 10 

Paving pebbles tons 10 
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"\ Slates dutchess No 10,100 

Bricks small No 20,000 

/" Coarse, bushel 50 
Gravel J 

^ Sifted do 150 

GLASS, OIL, IRON, &c. 

Cow hair lbs 310 

Grease lbs 150 

Pitch barrels 12 

Tar do 12 

Oakum lbs 28 

' 4 inch cwt. qrs. lbs 0 2 o 

3 1 2 0 

Rope Tarred / 2\ 1 0 0 

2 1 0 0 

< ii 0 020 

fl2 No 1 

^Single I 10 No 1 

Blocks I 6 No 2 

^Double 10 No 1 

r8 x 10 inches panes 542 

9 x 11 do 12 

10 x 12 do 12 

10 x 14 do 12 
Glass< 

12 x 14 do 12 

12 x 16 do 10 

12J x 16i do 10 

Il3i x 18£ do 10 



r Fish gallon 2 

f boiled do 47 
J Linseed J 

Oil S ] raw do 44 

Sweet do 8 

Neatsfoot do 2 

Turpentine do 29 

Brass Old lbs 28 

s. -N
 m 

J 65 sheet 4 ft. ^ £ 

' No 18 I 4 ins. by 2 ft. S 

f 
sheet wire J 2 ins. each. to 

' u 
guage for J 25 sheets 4 4 J> 

J 20 I 
stove pipes J J by 2 2 each ^ 

' o 
and elbows ^ 2 sheet 4 feet m 

22 I H 

N by 2 feet , 
Iron < J 

Wrought, chain cable 11-16 inch 2 cwt 1 qr 8 lb 

Cast f^-n ^ cbeek for crane \ at per 

as per \ 2 collar for do t cwt 

pattern 2 plates for frank- "\ at per 

^ > lin stoves j pound 

The above mentioned Materials to be of the best 

description and quality, and the Tools, &c. conformable to 

the patterns and specifications, to be seen at the Royal 

Engineer Office, the whole to be subject after delivery, as 

above, to the inspection and approval of the Commanding Royal 

Engineer, or such officer of the Department as he may appoint 

for that Service. 

" 174 " 
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The Tenders to be made separately, under each head, viz;--

for the whole of the Lumber, the whole of the Stone, Bricks, 

Slates, &c.-- and the whole of the Glass, Oil, Iron, &c. 

The Novascotlan, 15 November 1838 

ORDNANCE CONTRACT 

TENDERS, in Duplicate, the rates to be stated in Sterling, 

will be received by the Deputy Commissary General, at his 

office, Halifax, until Monday the 19th instant, at noon, for 

supplying the following quantities of Rough Granite, for the 

use of the Royal Engineer Department, viz.— 

153 tons of Ashlar, in headers and stretchers, of the 

following dimensions. 

Headers 1 foot 9 inches long, 1 foot high and from 1 foot 

6 inches to 2 feet broad. 

Stretchers from 2 ft. 6 in. to 3 ft. 6 in. long, 8 to 10 in. 

high, and 1 foot broad. 

22 tons of Ashlar in 16 stones; 8 to be from 6 ft. 6 in. to 

7 ft. long, 1 ft. to 1 ft. 6 in. high, and 2 ft. 6 in. wide: 

and the remainder, 5 ft. long, from 1 ft. to 1 ft. 3 in. high, 

and 2 ft. 6 in. wide. 

116 tons of Ashlar, each stone to be from 2 ft. 2 in. to 

2 ft. 8 in. long, 1 ft. 6 in. to 1 ft. 9 in. thick, and 

1 ft. 1 in. to 1 ft. 10 in. wide. 

46 tons of Coping, each stone to work 7 in thick, and 2 

ft. 2 in. wide, and to be not less than 2 ft. 6 in. long. 
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The whole to be delivered at the Citadel, in quantities 

of not less than 50 tons per month, between the 1st December 

1838, and 31st May 1839- and the Contractor to be bound to 

supply in like manner such further quantities of each 

description as may be called for between that period and 

the 30th June following. 

The whole to be subject after delivery to the approval of 

the Commanding Royal Engineer or such Officer of the 

Department as shall be appointed to inspect the same, upon 

due notice being given for the attendance of the Contracting 

parties or authorized persons on their behalf. 

Payment will be made by the Ordnance Storekeeper, monthly, 

in British Silver, or in Bills of Exchange, at the rate of 

a Bill of £100 for every £101 10s. due on the Contract. 

A Letter from two persons of responsibility willing to 

become sureties for the parties tendering to accompany the 

offer. 

Commissariat, Halifax, 5th November 1838. 

The Novascotian, 9 March 1846 

ARMY CONTRACT. 

The Deputy Commissary General will receive sealed Tenders until 

noon on Thursday the 2nd April, (the rates to be stated in 

Sterling,) for One Hundred Thousand of the best hard 

Chizetcook or New Brunswick 

BRICKS, 

Patterns and specifications to be seen at the Royal Engineer 
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Office. The above Bricks to be delivered at the Engineer's 

wharf, at Halifax, on or before the 30th November next, and 

subject after delivery, to the approval of the Commanding 

Royal Engineer, or such other officer as shall be appointed to 

inspect the same upon due notice being given to the'contracting 

parties, or authorized persons on their behalf .... 

Commissariat, Nova Scotia 

Halifax, 5th March, 1846. 
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APPENDIX G 

HISTORIES 

T.B. Akins: "History of Halifax City," Collections of the 

Nova Scotia Historical Society, vol. VIII (1892) 

pp.140-1.... list of town officers appointed by the Grand 

Jury for the Town of Halifax in 1806 ... John Metchler, 

Surveyor of Bricks and Lime .... 

pp.176-7 Two very extensive fires .... One... remembered as the 

"Haliburton" fire in consequence of the brick building at the 

corner of Hollis and Sackville Streets owned by Mr. George 

Haliburton, having been the first house consumed. The fire 

destroyed nearly the whole block from Haliburton's corner to 

where Mrs. Howard's new stone building stands, on the east 

or lower side of Hollis street. All the buildings on 

Sackville Street down to the corner known as Reynolds' 

corner, and the whole of the buildings on the upper or 

Western side of Bedford Row were consumed. ... The old 

buildings were all of wood except Haliburton's corner house. 

The block was soon rebuilt with a better description of 

buildings. Mr. W.K. Reynolds erected a fine stone store at 

the corner of Sackville Street and Bedford Row, ...this was 

far the finest store in Halifax at the time. A range of 

brick buildings along Bedford Row were at the same time 
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erected by the late Nicholas Vass. Haliburton's corner was 

also rebuilt of brick, .... The other fire was on Water 

Street at Creighton and Grassie's wharf. ... All the stores 

at and near the head of the wharf were consumed, and the 

fire extended to buildings on the opposite side of the 

street. Mr. Grassie rebuilt with brick and stone, and 

afterwards lined the shutters of his new store with sheet 

iron. /T8l6_7 

p. 186 f n. Mr. Bj_lac:k/ built the handsome stone mansion near 

Government House on Hollis Street, afterwards the residence of 

Bishop Binney. The granite with which this house was built 

was brought from Aberdeenshire. 

p.3.92 The old church of St. Peter, usually known as "the 

e.hapel" was a small wooden building painted red. 

p.198 The parade ground was smrrounded by a high wooden rail 

painted red and had a gate and two turn stiles opposite 

George Street .... 

p. 219 Before the year 1760, 1:he houses were generally built 

of square and. round timber, some with small pickets placed 

upright between the stubs of the frame, and the whole covered 

with clap boards; they were usually of one story with a 

hipped roof, the shops and half doors with no glass, 

swinging signs, and wooden shutters opening downwards, on 

which goods were exposed for sale. Several of these old houses 

were in existence in 1850, windows and doors being altered. 
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Beamish Murdoch: A History of Nova-Scotia, or Acadie 

(Halifax, 1867) vol. Ill pp.488-9 

At this time /_1822y the town of Halifax contained, as 

nearly as I can judge, less than 2000 dwellings, many of 

which were then unoccupied. The Province house, Courthouse, 

the Dalhousie College, were built of stone. The county 

court house was the brick building now occupied by the 

offices of the corporation. In Hollis street there were 

four or five brick dwelling houses, and two or three of 

brick and stone in Argyle street. In the whole town there 

were not more than twenty buildings altogether of any 

material but wood. The oldest stone buildings were the 

Bulkeley house, now miss Cogswell's, corner of Argyle and 

Prince street; the stable on Wallace street, called Grant's 

Folly, -- doctor Almon's, Argyle street. -- Mr. Hartshorne's, 

Barrington street, (since Robie's), and Mr. Grassie's 

(now the International hotel) Loveland's corner, G.M. 

Haliburton's corner, and messrs. W.and J.T. Hill's were of 

brick. The rest of the town was all of wooden materials, 

mostly one or two stories high, and in many cases of very 

poor fabric. 

Duncan Campbell: NOVA SCOTIA, in its Historical, Mercantile 

and Industrial Relations (Montreal, 1873) pp. 511, 512 

At Pictou Mr. W.H. Davis has excellent machine works and 

a foundry, and may be said to be the father of engines and 
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locomotives in the Province. Mr. Davis came to Nova Scotia 

in the year 1830, under the auspices of the General Mining 

Association, as lessee of the Iron Foundry at the Albion 

Mines -- .... The first pig iron manufactured in the Province 

was produced by him at the Albion Mines .... Mr. Davis moved 

to Pictou in 1856, where he built the Iron Foundry, and where 

he now carries on a prosperous business, manufacturing steam 

engines, grist and saw mills. ... 

There are also in Halifax several extensive mills for 

the manufacture of sashes, mouldings, &c. Of these the 

principal are owned by Messrs. H.G. Hill, James Dempster and 

J.C. Merlin, the first named gentleman having the largest 

establishment of the kind in the Dominion. The lumber 

business is also extensively carried on in the Province, 

many fine saw mills being scattered over the country, .... 

In our cities stone and brick are superseding wood 

for building purposes, and Nova Scotia supplies these 

materials in such unlimited abundance that as towns enlarge 

and forests decrease the rising generation may live to see 

the time when a wooden house will be an exception instead 

of, as at present, the rule in the towns of the Province. 
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DIARIES, MEMOIRS AND JOURNALS 

/_Georg Thomas Landmann/ : Adventures and Recollections of 

Colonel Landmann, Late of the Corps of Royal Engineers 

(London, 1852) vol. 1, p. 189 ... on our landing /_at Halifax, 

1790's_/, we were met on the wharf near Williams' store -- a 

very extensive building with a flat roof -- by a large 

concourse of persons .... 

Captain W. Moorsom: Letters from Nova Scotia; comprising 

Sketches of a Young Country (London, 1830) pp. 11-12. 

Picture rather to yourself Macadamized roads garnished with 

buildings mostly of wood, some of brick, and others of stone, 

of all sizes, shapes, and dimensions, from one story to three; 

some neatly painted, others setting the ingenuity of the 

colourist at nought; here, a line of shops, or, in the more 

fashionable phraseology of the western hemisphere, "Stores," 

followed by a row of good dwellings; then an interval; a 

garden, or the gable end of a temple of Vulcan; a fine 

stone edifice standing apart, evidently for public purposes; 

and opposite, a little wooden structure, setting at defiance 

all the rules of perspective.... 

E.T. Coke: A SUBALTERN'S FURLOUGH: Descriptive of Scenes 

in Various Parts of the United States, Upper and Lower 

Canada, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia, during the summer 

and autumn of 1832 (London, 1833) pp. 409, 409-10, 412-13, 

414. 
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The buildings are nearly all of wood, there not being more 

than 150 stone houses out of 1600. 

A fire would prove of infinite service towards 

beautifying the city, by destroying both them J_the wooden 

barracks^/ and a great proportion of the private dwelling-

houses. Those even which are built of substantial materials 

are principally of the shaley iron-stone rock of which the 

peninsula is formed, and which contains such a quantity of 

the ore that it oozes out in long streaks down the walls, 

and gives them a most lugubrious and prison-like appearance. 

Some of the public edifices are of a handsome freestone... 

(e.g. the Province Building and the Dalhousie College). 

Prince's Lodge ... is a large wooden building six miles 

from the city, without any claims to architectural beauty, 

and, from its numerous large sash windows, may be likened to a 

conservatory or a lantern, there certainly being a greater 

proportion of glass than timber in the front .... Not a 

vestige of the double tier of verandahs remains; the balcony 

and parapet railing are handing in the most doubtful 

SUSPENSE; .... 

The locks J_oi the Shubenacadie Canaiy are of fine 

substantial masonry, their bottoms composed of excellent 

inverted arches; but, many of them being in an unfinished 

state, the frost and heavy rains are already committing 

great havoc. 
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Hugh Murray: An Historical and Descriptive Account of British 

America; comprehending Canada Upper and Lower, Nova Scotia, 

New Brunswick, Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island, the Bermudas, 

and the Fur Countries: Their History from the Earliest 

Settlement, the Statistics and Topography of each District, 

their Commerce, Agriculture, and Fisheries; their Social and 

Political Condition; as also an Account of the Manners and 

Present State of the Aboriginal Tribes; to which is added, a 

full Detail of the Principles and Modes of EMIGRATION. 

(Edinburgh, 1839) vol. 11, pp. 154, 157 

Wood is the prevailing material (in Halifax), there being, 

ten years ago, only eighteen public and fifty-four private 

buildings of stone; and of brick, not quite forty. 

The houses, indeed, are extremely unequal as to form 

and height; but many are handsome, even the wooden ones 

being often neatly finished and painted white. 

Along the shore are large and commodious wharfs, and an 

excellent dock-yard, covering fourteen acres .... 

James S. Buckingham: CANADA, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and 

the other British Provinces in North America, with a plan of 

National Colonization (London, /_18437) pp. 320, 335, 337 

... when you approach near, the greater number of the 

edifices are seen to be of wood, many of them are mean, as 

well as small, and none of them are painted in the white dress, 

which gives such freshness and brightness to the wooden 
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buildings of the towns and villages in Lower Canada and the 

United States .... 

The Province Building ... is built of a rich brown 

close-grained sandstone, sufficiently hard and smooth to 

admit of being worked with as much exactness as marble; and 

no where in any country do I remember to have seen more 

perfectly executed masonry than in this building 

The Government House is a handsome edifice of the same 

brown free-stone as the Province Building. ... Dalhousie 

College ... is built of the same fine stone 

Frederic S. Cozzens: Acadia; or, a Month with the Blue Noses 

(New York, 1859) pp. 18, 20 

Halifax ... that quaint, mouldy old town poked its 

wooden gables through the fog .... 

The city hill of Halifax rises proudly from its wharves 

and shipping in a multitude of mouse-coloured wooden houses, 

until it is crowned by the citadel. 

Francis Duncan: Our Garrisons in the West or Sketches in 

British North America (London, 1864) pp. 20-21 

A great proportion of the houses are built of wood, 

painted white; but under certain new regulations which 

enforce the use of brick or stone in all future buildings, 

there is little doubt that in this respect the appearance 

of the town will speedily undergo a change ....already two 

of the chief streets, which were within the last two or 
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three years severely injured by fire, have been rebuilt in 

the stronger material, with a taste and almost a magnificence 

which one seldom meets in colonial towns, or even in provin

cial towns at home of similar size. 



PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF NOVA SCOTIA 

PICKFORD & BLACK PAPERS 

Fire Investigation before Stipendiary Magistrate George H. 

Fielding, 1904. 

Testimony of John Calder, General Manager of Black Bros. 

pp. 15-18, 22 

Q. How were /_the skylights^/ secured? 

A. By the usual way. 

Q. I mean with respect to covering? 

A. They were covered in the usual way with lead. 

Q. The skylight itself -- it was a wooden skylight? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It was not covered with anything? 

A. No, merely the usual skylight. 

... Q. Are you sure it was not covered with tin or zinc? 

A. I would not be positive as to that. 

... Q. With the slate roof, and the zinc roof, no opening 

in the building at all -- you say the skylight was of wood? 

A. The skylight was of wood, covered of course to protect 

it from the weather -- just the ordinary articles used. 

... Q. Now I want to go back to this skylight; had that any 

glass in it? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It was of glass? 

A. Yes. That was to give light to the attic or top flat. 
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Testimony (cont'd) 

... Q. You don't know anything about the condition of the 

glass in the skylight? 

A. They were of heavy glass, rolled glass. ... These lights 

are all secured and to my knowledge have not been open this 

summer. 

Testimony p. 39, 45 

Q. This skylight J_in Black Brothers' building_/ was a wooden 

skylight? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was there any glass in it? 

A. No. 

Q. There were only two skylights? 

A. Yes, on the roof. 

Q. Were these built of wood? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And no glass in them? 

A. No. They were covered with zinc. What we call the hatch 

on the roof, it is a wooden affair covered with zinc. 

Q. Was there any skylight covered with glass on the top of 

it? 

A. Yes, Sir, on the pitch. 

Q. There was a window on the pitch? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That was the one had the glass in it? 

A. Yes. 



- 189 -

Testimony (cont'd) 

Q. But the skylight itself on the top of the roof was of 

wood? 

A. Yes, covered with zinc. 

... Q. How large were these lights, do you remember? 

A. Four panes probably 10 by 12. 

Q. In each light? 

A. In one window in both of them /viz. those on the east 

and south sides/. 

Q. Each would be composed of four panes 10 by 12? 

A. Yes. Something like that. It might be a little larger. 

Q. Do you remember the kind of glass, was it clear glass? 

A. No, Sir; stained glass. 

Q. Do you remember the thickness? 

A. No, Sir. I could not say. 

Testimony of Joseph R. Bennett. p. 7 

Q. This stone (sic) building of Black Brothers had a tarred 

roof? 

A. There was a portion of Black Brothers roof higher than 

ours /viz. Pickford & Black's/. Our roof was a pitched roof 

in order to keep the snow off. There was a false roof put 

across to keep it out between Pickford & Black's and Black 

Brothers .... 

Q. And on a portion of Black Brothers? 

A. No. Black Brothers was higher and went up, but ours was a 
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pitched roof. Ours was a slate roof underneath that. 

Q. As I understand it it was a slate roof, and six inches 

or a foot on top was tarred? 

A. I cannot tell you that. I never had anything to take me 

up there. Probably it was. It is more than likely it would 

be to keep the water out. 

Q. And the remaining portion of the roof was slate? 

A. All the front was slate and the pitched roof was slate. 

Testimony, p. 38 

Q. Were you ever up on the roof of that brick ell /viz. 

Black Brothers' building/? 

A. Yes 

Q. Was it covered with slate? 

A. The slate roof was on the pitch. 

Q. What was the other? 

A. Zinc. 

Q. And the centre, how wide would that be? 

A. About four feet. 

Q. That is the crown? 

A. Yes. 

Q. The crown was flat and covered with zinc? 

A. Yes. 

/Ed. note. Although this testimony was given in 1904, the 

Black Brothers' building to which much of it refers was 

erected in the early 1860s^_/ 
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PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF NOVA SCOTIA MANUSCRIPT GROUP 3 

*SMITHERS & SON Painters and Decorators 

manuscript file of business letters, 1864, regarding orders 

and accounts in London 

-some new patterns to be shown in Halifax 

-orders for Belgian window glass 

-samples of paper hangings from New York 

partial order 

Red Paint 1 cask 200 lbs. 

" 4 kegs 25 lbs. 

Yellow Paint 3 firkins 300 lbs. 

Black " 4 casks 200 lbs. 

8 kegs 25 lbs. 

20 kegs 12£ lbs. 

Amber Br My (?) ground 50 tins 1 lbs. 

" " " 50 " 2 lbs. 

Green perm 12 " 6 lbs. 

20 " 2 lbs. 

Imperial green 2 kegs 50 lbs. 

" " 4 " 25 lbs. 

6 " 6 lbs. 

" " 12 " 2 lbs. 

Pale Green 4 kegs 25 lbs. 

Pat. Dryers 1 firkin 200 lbs. 
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Pat. Dryers 20 tins 6 lbs. 

30 " 2 lbs. 

50 " 1 lb. 

Paris Whiting 1 tierce about 12 cwt. 

Pink Rose 1 keg \ cwt 

Red Venetian 1 cask 1 cwt 

Persian Red 14 lb. 

India Red lumps 

Vermillion deep " " 

Black in £ paper, 1 cask 

Quaker Green 28 lbs. 

Raw Sienna 1 cwt. 

Putty (bladden) 4 casks (soft) 
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PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF CANADA. MANUSCRIPT GROUP 24 D 11 

PHOENIX ASSURANCE COMPANY (facsimile copies) 

vol. 1 p. 201 

Jenkin Jones to Messrs Forsyth, Smith & Co. Halifax, 

7 July 1809 

... In recommending to the Board a reduction of the Premiums 

lately charged in Halifax and authorizing you in the interim 

to act upon the above suggestions, I am actuated by a regard 

to the peculiar circumstances of the place, and a comparison 

of it with other Towns of Wooden construction. — The breadth 

of the Streets and regularity of it's (sic) plan - the 

presence of a large naval and military force- the constant 

Centries on duty in so many parts of the Town -- the 

occasional breaks in the continuity of the Buildings along 

the Water side - the abundance of Engines and the promptness 

of the Fire Companies, and the expectation that future 

ameliorations will take place by the creation of Brick and 

Slated Buildings, which now appear to be gaining ground. 

Vol. 1 p. 202 

/Advertisement in The Nova-Scotia Royal Gazette, 3 October 

18097 

PHOENIX FIRE OFFICE, HALIFAX 

/FORSYTH, SMITH & C0_7, Agents to the Phoenix Fire Insurance 

Company of London, have received directions to acquaint the 
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public, that an alteration has taken place in some of the 

premiums fixed for risks in the Town of Halifax, and that 

the premiums lately established have been somewhat reduced. ... 

A principal motive with the Phoenix Company for this 

measure, is the recent introduction of brick buildings with 

slated roofs, on which description of risks, should the 

number be considerably encreased, the Board hope, at a 

future time, to be able to fix a very moderate premium 

Vol. 11 p/ 70 

J.J. Bromfield to Thomas Richter, Esq. St. John's Newfoundland, 

8th November 1845 

... Halifax - is almost entirely a Timber and Shingled Town, 

the few Stone and Slated buildings that it contains, are 

those belonging to the Government -- some Merchants Stores by 

the water side -- and about half a dozen single Houses in 

various parts of the town 

Vol. 11 pp. 112-15 

Bromfield to Richter, New York, 24th August 1846 

... a Fire, which at first threatened to be of serious 

consequences, broke out in some water side premises, at 

Halifax, but was happily soon extinguished. ... although the 

water side Stores, consist of much the same class of buildings, 

as those destroyed at St. John's /_viz. large wooden stores_/, 

and they were in a furious blaze, yet in less than ten 

minutes from the time of the alarm being given, 14 Engines 
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efficiently served, were in operation, and a large body of 

Axe Men, instantly cut down the nearest Wooden building to 

leeward, and prevented the Fire extending in that quarter --

on the other sides fortunately, there were Stone buildings 

with Slated roofs, which formed a barrier -- but as the roofs 

of almost all the Buildings in this Country, have dripping 

eaves projecting over the walls, there is but little 

security in them, though Slated, to resist a Fire that may 

occur in a Timber building immediately adjoining, for the 

flames ignite the projecting boarding, which will burn 

under the Slates for some time before it is perceived --

this was the case with the Stone Stores in question, and it 

required the utmost vigilance on the part of the Firemen, to 

prevent the whole of the roofs from being destroyed --. 




