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Foreword

Riding Mountain National Park is located in southwestern Manitoba
within easy reach of important centres of population. From park headquarters
at Wasageming, it is 6nly 140 miles southeast to Winnipeg, 57 miles south to
Brandon, 35 miles north to Dauphin, and 102 miles tq t he Inﬁernational Boundary.
Most of the surrounding céuntry is devOtedvto agriculﬁure°

The total park area approximates 1,148 square miles. HExcept for
restricted tourist areas, it remains in a primitive coﬁdition, with unspoiled
forests, prairies, streams, and lakes.

Up to the time the area was set'aside as a park in 1929, compar-
atively little was knOﬁn about its native wildlifg, and no completé f;unal
survey had been attempted. Host 6f the informat;Sn available pertéined tQ the
biz game gnd fur-bearing mammals. Preliminary ornithological investigations
were undertak?n by Angus Shortt and Richard Sutton in 1928 and 1939. In 1940
the writer éommenqéd‘for the‘Department of the>Interiof, Ottawa, a general
faunal survey which was carried‘on at intervals as opportunity permitted, from
1940 to 1946. 'The mammal results are incorporated in a separate bulletin in
this series. Tﬁis-report attempts to present all pertinent aata.on the birds
of the park availgble to the ﬁriter° It_includeé the observations of Sutton
and Shortt fof the National Museum of Canada, June 3 to Augusp 12, 1938,.and
observations by the fprmer incidental to other work in the park during the
summer of,l939§» Sutton's list was later consolidated by Taverner K1940)'with'
other data avaiiéplg in the National Museunm af Ottawa.

~~Since 1940 a distinct advance has been made in théﬁornithélogical
knowledge of the park, but the area is 80 large and complex that there is still

much to be learned.
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Physical Geography and Climate

Riding Mountain, of whieh the park occupies the greater part, is an
erosion plateau of Mesozoic sedimentaries, consisting chiefly of the Foxhill and
Pierre Formations. It rises well over 1,000 feet above the adjacent lowlands
to the south, east, and north. The incline is most abrupt along the eastern
and northern escarpments. To the west the plateau merges gradually into the
second prairie steppe of Saskatchewan.

Average elevation of the mountain is approximately 2,000 feet above
sea-level. Some hills and ridges may exceed this by up to 200 feet. Much of
ﬁhe land is gently rolling or nearly flat, but the hills are fairly prominent
in some places. Many of the natural featureé are of glacial origin, among these
the sand and gravel ridges, immense deposits of boulder clay, and frequent bogs;
potholes, and lake s.

Many small stréams have their soarces on various parts of the plateau
and radiate out in various directions in valléys and ravines carved into the
encircling slopes. There are few lakes in the eastern pért of the plateau, but
lakes are relatively common in central and western sections. Most of them
are small (Fig. 4). fhe largest bodies of water are Cléar, Whitewater, Audy,
Moon, Shoal; Edwards, Fawn, Gunn, and Tillson lakes. Clear and Moon Lakes
are the most‘accessible for tourists.

In the northern part of the park the subsoil consists'chiefly of
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unmodified glacial till or boulder clay. The surface scoil varies from fine
black or sandy loam to clay loam, which in mdst places is relatively free from
stones, but in some areas contains an abundance of glacial erraties. Much of
the éouthern part of the park is broadly referable to a morainic type of topo-
graphy consisﬁihg of marginal deposits thrown up by the ancient ice sheet. |
The surface features are mainly irreguler hills, low ridges, and undrained
depressions.

~Because of its altitude as well aw its northern contiﬁental location,
the park is subject to great extremes of climate., Lakes and streams are usually
frozen over by early quember, and permanent snow may fall even earlier. Winter
is rather uniformly ecold. Spring break-up in April is mofe tardy than on the
plains. The summer season is from mid-June to the end of Augustqy The autumn
months are perhabs the,mbst pleasant‘of the year, with bright colour in the
woods, moderate temperatures, and freedom from insect pests.

The mean yearly precipitation is approximately 17 inches, of which
about 10 inches falls in the months April to September, inclusive.

Average length of the growing season (from average date of seeding
10 average date of first frost) is between 130 and 140 days. Extremely cold
spells usﬁally oceur ig either January or February. The average temperature
of this period is approximately -5°F. The warmest weather normally occurs in
July, when there is an average temperature of about 632°F. and occasional
extremes up to 90°F. Very hot periods are usually of short duration. Regardless

of day-time heat, nights on the plateau are invariably cool.

" Faunal Life Zone

The greater part of the park lies within the Canadian Life Zone,
which largely coincides with the Northern Coniferouleorest Belt shown on the
Forestry Map of Canada, 1930. Halliday {(1937) places most of the area in the
Mixedwood Section, which is predominately coniferous, with a high pr0portion'5f

poplar and birch (Fig. 2).



b

The northern, and some parts of the eastern slopes, as well as large
areas on the plateau, are boreal in character and have vegetational cover such
as is usually found iu more northern latitudes. Such conditions extend socuth
to Clear lake and west to the longitude of Whitewater lake, and typical boreal
patches oceur lecally even in the far west, particularly aleng the northern
slope.

In the western and southern parts of the park are large areas less
characteristic of the boreal forest than of the Aspen Grove or Parklands Belt,
equivalent to the zoologist's Transition Life Zone. There are many smsll
prairies Wiph campestrian flowering plants and tree and shrub asSociations
typical of the parklands {(Fig. ). OUther large areas contain varying mixtures
of the elements of both zones‘(Figsa 1 and 8).

Birds of the Camadian Life Zone make up the larger number both of
individuals and of species. GCharacteristic species of that zone are: common
loon; spruce grouse; Bonaparte's gull: pileated and arctic three-toed wood-
peckers; Hudsonian chickadee; hermit thrush; Tennessee, magnolia, and black-
burqian warblers; purple finch; slate-coloured junco; and white-throated
sparrow. Species of the minority group characteristic of the Transition Life
‘Zone are: broad-winged hawk; sharp-tailed grouse; upland plover; black térn;
blackfbilled cuckoo; chimney swift; crested flycatcher; barn swallow; purple
martin; house wren; Wilson's thrush; eastern bluebird; Sprague's pipit; yellow

Warbler; bobolink; western meadowlark; and clay-coloured sparrow.

Vegetation
¥or the most part, the soil is unsuited to agriculture, but well
adapted to the production of forest cover. The best forest areas occur in the
eastern part of the park. Coniferous trees are conspicuous in that section and

‘along the northern escarpment (Fig. 6), becoming more scattered to the west

and south.
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The most characteristic trees of the mixedwood forest are white

spruce (Picea glauca), black spruce (2. mariana), aspen poplar (opulus

trémuloides) and balsam poplar (ff balsamifera). White spruce and aspen
poplar are widely distributed on the uplands. Balsam poplar is most abundant
along'lakes and streams, forming pure stands in some lowland areas, as the
agpen poplar occasionaily does on high ground.

In ecastern park areas the balsam fir (Abies balsamea) occurs in

varying abundance, and Banksian pine (finus Banksiana) is locally common

on sandy ridges and well-drained uplands. White birch (Betula‘pqpyrifera)
is also well represented in the eastern part of the plateau, most abundantly
in the ravines and deeper valleys along the eastern and northqrn e scarpments

(Fig. 6). Black spruce (Picea mariana) is widely distributed in muskezs and

other poorly drained depressions, and in association with it grow tamarack

(Larix laricina) and various kinds of willows (3alix) and alders (alnus). A

few other tree species of limited abundance and distribution occur, chiefly
on the eastern and northern escarpments; these include the bur oak (Quercus

macrocarpa), white elm (Ulmus asmericana), green ash (Fraxinus pennsylvenica),

mountain ash (Sorbus americana) and the mountain maple (acer spicatum).

ASs might be expected, the bog areas - some .of which are of consider-
able extent -- support a distinctive vegetation. Usually the most préminent
growth consists of black spruce and tamarack, but many other plants occur in

varying abundance. Among these are the dwarf birches (Betula glandulosa'and

slandulifera), bog cranberry (Vaccinium Oxycoccos),fLabrador tea (Ledum groen-

®

landicum) and the muskeg mosses (Sphaznum mazellanicun and fuscunm). Occasion~

al tracts of bog are clothed almost exclusively by sphagnwi mosses and lLabrador
tea *
In association with the grasses in the grassy prairies'innthe west-

ern part of the park are various vagcular plants including shrubs common on the



~E=

Great Plains such as snowberry (Symphoricarpus albus), silverberry (Elaeag—

nus argentea), wild rose (Rosa acicularig) and the shrubby cinquefoil

(Potentilla fruticosa).

Other shrubs more or less common to the adjacent mixedwood forest

areas are the-chbkecherry (Prunus virginina), pincherry (P. pennsylvanica),

wild plum (P. migra), hazelnut (Corylus americana), saskatoon (Amelanchier

élnifolia), redosier dogwood (Cornus stoloniferaj, buffalo-berry (Shepherdia

canadensis), red raspberry (Rubus strigosus), black currant (Ribes americanum),

gooseberrj (R. oxyacanthoides) and highbush cranberry (Viburnum opulus). In

some suitable areas the trailing mat type of vegetation is not uncommon and is

composed of such plants‘as bearberry (arctostaphylos Uva-ursi), prostrate

juniper (Juniperus‘horizontalis), and Canada blueberry (Vaccinium canadense),

The larger lakes of the pgrk are clear, relatively cold, and not
hétable for aguatic vegetation; thus bearing a close resemblance to lakes of
the boreal foiest much farther nozjth° This is especially the case in lakes
of the’high céniferaus forest of the egst and northeast, including Clear Lake.
.To the westwérd bodies of water may support more marsh emergents and subagua-
tie growth, and VWhitewater and audy Lakes had the best.conditions for water-
‘fowl and the largest waterfowl populations of lakes visited.

The commonest marsh plant is a ronndstemmed balrush (Scirpus),
often found in even the clearest and coldest waters of the plateau,although
under sucﬁ conditipns it usually forms only a narrow; thin fringe along shore.
The cattail (Iypha) eand marsh cane (chragmites) occur in audy, whitewater,
 kéhd‘otﬁér lakes of the western section, but were nowhere seen in abundance.

| ﬁelati?ély iittle’attention cauld be given to subaguatic vegetation,
but such species as pondweéds (Potomogeton), which»are valuable duck foods;

water milfoil (iyriophyllumj; arrowhead (Saggittaria); muskgrass (Chara); star

duckweed (Lemna); and smartweed (Polzgonum) were Ffound locally in fair abundance.
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Most of the typical muskeg ponds and small lakes are strikingly
poor in aquatic plant life; the plants found are mostly algae and a few
other lowly species. Typical shoreline associations consist of mosses,
horsetail (Equisetum), arrowgrass (Trigiochin)y various sedges (Carex),

cottongrass (Eriophorum), and other plants.

Annotated List of Birds

The following list of Riding Mountain Park birds follows the
order and terminology of the American Ornithologists' Union "Check-List of
North American Birdg, Fourth Editiod, 1931", and Supplements 19 to 27,
inclusivé. Binominal names are used as the subspecies was not certain in
mény'cases. Thé‘list comprises a total of 193 species.

1. COMMON LOON. Gavia immer (Brunnich).

These birds are fairly common summer residents, arriving on the
plateau as soon as the lakes are open in the spring. They were noﬁed in
summer at Clear, Moon, Katherine, Edwards, and smmller forest lakes around
the headwaters Qf Vermilion River. Presumably the species breeds t hroughout
the park. Adults with young were seen in early sﬁmmer at Clear and Audy
Lakes. They appeared to have become much scarcer by early October, and i§
is likely that most of them had migrated by that time, but in 1940 a pair
was obsefved at Clear lake as late as November 1.

2. RED-NECKED GREBE. Colymbus grisegena Boddaert.

These grebes are scarce or ahsent in eaétern park areas, but well
distributed in suitable nesting waters in the west. They were especlally
common at Audy and Whitewater lakes. Rarly in June, 1941, numerous nests,
some still in construction, were seen at Audy Lake, with clutches ranging
from two to six eggs (Fig. 7). The species remains until well into October.
In 1946, despite freezing temperatures and heavy snowfall from October 6 to 8,

the birds continued to resort to Whitewater Lake.
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3. HORNED GREBE. Colymbus auritus Linnaeus.

Only a few scattered examples of these birds were observed
during the investigations and they are undoubtedly scarce and thinly
distributed in the park. A few are known to breed in marshes along the
southwest shore of Clear lLake and at Lake Audy; and undoubtedly a number
nest at Whitewater Lake and other lakes to the westward. Several were
recorded at Whitewaﬁer Lake in Qctobér, 1946.

4, BARED GREBE. Colymbus caspicus Hablizl.

These grebes were nét observed in the park unti 1 early October,
1946. At that time they occurred.at WhiteWater Lake in about the same
abundence as red-necked grebes. lost were in family groups. The immatures
are assumed to have béen hatched and reared at this lake where there are
ideal nesting habitats. At best, the species is a scarce summer resideqt
and apparently confined to a few localities in the western part of the
plateau.

5., WESTERN GREBE. Aechmophorus occidentalis (lawrence).

On Septémber 22, 1940, one of these birds was seen at the west
end of Clear Lake. Several others were observed in the same locality on
June 2, l94l,»and a few days later one was noted at Lake Audy. Several
were seen at Lake aAudy during the first week of CGetober, 1945.

6. PIED-BILLED GREBE. Podilymbus podiceps (Linnaeus).

Shortt and Sutton reporteﬁ this grebe breeding in a large marsh
immediately south of Clear lake during the summer of 1938. 0Un September 19,
1940, six were observed at Lake Audy and three days later, another at the
west end of Clear Lake. Gn October 1, 1246, a solitary example was seen

in a marshy area at Whitewater Lake where the species is believed to nest.
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7. WHITw 28LICAll. Pelecanus erythrorhynchos Gmelin.

This species occurs as a nigrant. Taverner and Sutton (1940)
state that cccasional flocks pass £hrough the park and some tire g alight
on the larger lakes and marshes. No breeding colonies are known\to
exist in this area.

8, DOUBLE-CHESTAD CORMORANT. Phalacrocorax auritus (Lesson).

- These birds occur in varying nunbers as migraﬁts both in spring
and in autumn. Taverner and Sutton report that "sometimes large numbers
can be seen on the waters or the rock-strewn opoints at the northwest end
of GClear lLake"™. Two were observed by the writer at the north end of lake
audy, September 19, 1940, During subsequent investl gations on the plateau
no others‘were found.

9. GREAT BLUE HERON. 4Ardea herodias Linnaeus.

" This is a not uncommon sumaer resident in the southern part of
the park. Indiyiduals were seen during all summer visits chiefly from Clear
Lake to Lake audy. 7The birds nest here and there in small herounries, the
bulky stick nests being located in spruces or in mixed stands of balsam
and aspen poplar. Taverner and Sutton (1940) reported three nesting colo-
nies, one in the Whirlpool Lake area, one directly north of Clear Léke,
and the third south of the latter lake. all were in the viecinity of marshes.

10. AMBRICAN BITTERN. Botaurus lentizinosus (iontagu).

Bitterns are rather scarce sumner residents, occurring chiefly
in the south-central and western parts of the park. JIndividuals were seen
frequently from Clear lLake west to Lake audy and one was noted at a small
marshy lake near the headwaters of Vermilion kiver. The wardens said that
they occurred at Whitewater, Guon, and other west?rn lakes. They undoubtedly

nest throughout the area including these lakes. The latest autumn record
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is for one seen by the writer at Minnedosa River, near the Lake Audy
outlet, on Getober 2, 1945,

11. WHISTLING SWAN. GOlor columbianus (Ord).

Whistling swans were not recorded by the writer, but according
to several of the wardens, bccasional'groups of them migrate over the
park and less frequently rest for a time on some of the lakes. The species
is listed by Taverner and Sutton (1940) with the remarks: "Migrant spring
and fall. A few flocks pass over the park".

12. CANADA GOOSE. Branta canadensis (Linnaeus).

Many of these geese fly over Riding Mountain and some stop to
rest and feed at the lakes duriné the latter part of April and again in
September and early‘Ocﬁoper. They are not known to nest on the plateau. On
September 24, 1941, five were seen at Clear Lake. They are fairly common
migrants at Whitewater Lake. At that point during the first week of Qctober,
1946,‘several flocks were seen flying south; on October 10, two flocks, aggre~
gating 48, migrated over the lake to the southeast flying at abmt 1,000 feet
altitude.

1%. LESSER SNOW GOOSE. Chen hyperborea (Pallas).

On September 25, 1941, a mixed flock of lesser snow and blue geesé
was séen migrating south-gouthwest high over the forest at Kennice Creek.
A flock of geese thought to be hyperborea was seen in the distance at White-
water Lake on October 4, 1946. That the identification was correct is
highl?”probable as Wardens Hand and Binkley have noted snow geese at iakes
in the western part of the park during normal periods of migration. A4 species
not yet officially recorded, but which probably occurs at times with»the

present species, is the white-fronted goose (Anser albifrons).
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14. BLUE GOOSE. Chen caerulescens (Linnaeus).

Only a few of these birds were with the much larger numbers of
lesser snow geese seen on September 25, 1941 at Kennice Creek (see next
preceding subsection).

15, COMMON MALILARD. anas platyrhynchos Linnaeus.

This is a fairly common breeder in southern and western parts
of the park about as far east as Clear lake. During late September, 1940,
it was found plentiful at Clear and audy lakes. Léte in October small
flocks were repeatedly seen at Edwards lake and many flocks were still
present at Clear Lake on November 1. In succeeding years Aany were seen
at various ponds énd lakes of the plateau to the north and nor thwest and
eastward to Katherine and Whirlpool lLakes. It is probable that a few
scatﬁered pairs nest in the'eastern and northern areas. The species was -
particularly numerous at Whitewater Lake in autumn; in early October, 1946,
it was third in abundance of the species of ducks and made up 1l6.6 per cent
of total numbers. |

16. GADWALL. Anas strepera Linnaeus.

1t is not positively known whether £he gadwal} nests on Riding
Mountain, but as a few occur in summer it is assumed that it does. The
specieg is most common as a migrant in ;autumno More were observed at lake
Audy than elsewhere.

17. AMERICAN PINTATL. Anas acuta (Vieillot).

A few of these ducks 6ccur in the park during the summer, but
their breeding status is uncertain. In June and ;?ly of various seasons
they were recorded at South, Clear, and audy Lakes and along Swanson and
Whitewater Creeks. They are somewhat more common during migration,
especially in autumn. In early October, 1946, they were scarce at Whitewater

lake, being ninth among the ducks in relative abundance and making up only

1.3 per cent of the total.
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18. OREEN-WINID T#AL. sAnas carolinensis Gmelin.

The green-winged teal appeared to be scarce everywhere, both as
a summer resident and as a migrant, but was observed mést often in autumn.
A few have been seen in summer at South, Oléar, and audy lakes whe:e it is
assuned to pest. Small groups are usually pfesent in autumn in the same
area. The largest flock seenwas one of 20 flushed ﬁrom Minnedosa'Ri§er,
near the lake Audy outlet, on October 3, 1945.

19. BIUE-WINGED TEAL. anas discors Linnaeus.

This is a relatively common summer resident that nests abaut many
lakes, pondé, and marshes in the south-central and western parts of the park.
In‘the areas investigated it was found most numerous at South Lake, along
the southwestern part of Clear lake, and at aAudy and Whitewater Lakes.

During early October, 1946, it was the fourth commonest duck.around Audy

and Whitewater lLakes, making up 1l2.7 per cent of all ducks seen there. Aafter
.snowstorms and freezing temperatures October 6 to 8 of that year, the species
disappeared. |

20. BALDPATE. Mareca americana (Gmelinj.

The baldpate breeds in suitable habitats throughout southern and
western parts of the park, but appsars to be uncbmmgn in summer. During
migration it occurs in fairly large numbers. During the third week of
September, 1940, the bi?ds were noted frequently over a wide arda. They were
particularly common at lLake audy where large rafts comprised many hhndreds.
During the same period many were present along the south shore of Clear lLake
and in.adjoining marshes and ponds.

21, SHOVELLER. Spatula clypeata (Linnaeus).

A few shovellers nest in a number of suitable localities. In most
areas it was not observed in summer. More were noted at South and audy lakes

than elsewhere. The birds are somewhat more common durinaz spring and autumn
1 8P s
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especially the latter. The latest they were recorded was at Lake audy in
late September.

22. REDHEAD. Aythya americana (Eyton).

A few redheads visit the park during spring and autumn, but the
species has not yet been noted there in summer. At Whitewater lake during
the first week of October, 1946, it was seventh in order of abundance of
the ducks (2.9 per cent), and it was seen up to near the middle of the month.

22, RING-NECKED DUCK. Aythya collaris (Donovanj.

This is an uncommon summer resident and an infrequent breeder at
various lakes and marshes of the plateau. It is more frequently observed
in autumn. In September and October, and up to November 1, the birds were

reccrded at Clear, Whirlpool, Edwards, audy, and Whitewater Lakes. Un no

occasion were many observed.

24. CANVAS-BACK. Aythya valisineria (Wilson/.
Tﬁis is an infrequent summer :esident and breeder with much the
same status and distribution as g; coliaris.‘ At Whitewater Lake in early
October, 1946, it held eighth place among the ducks, and made up 2.2 per cent
ofvthe tbtal population, about the same as the redhead.

25. LESSER SCAUP DUCK. aythya affinis (Eyton).

The lesser scaup was observed in only small numbgrs during summer.
A fgw are known to nest at South, Clear, Audy, and Whitewater Lakes. During
.migrations it is very common, especially in autumn when large rafts of the
birdélgépear on scme of the larger lakes. At Whitewater lLake in early
October, 1946, many flocks numbering up to 100 or more were present; on that
occasion”it was the most abundant of the ducks, making up 26.8 per cent of

the total duck population. In some seasons at least, the birds remain until

early November.
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96. AMERICAN GOLDEN-EYE. Bucephala clangula (Linnaeus).

In summe r these ducks are present in not very largé numbers in
the park, and are known t0 nest there. :Adults with young were observed
on several occasions at Clear’and Audy Lakes &uring the'monthvof July.
'They become common in the autumn; The golden-eye was one of the‘most
abundant ducszpecies at Whitewater Lake in early October, 1946, ranking
second only to A, affinis, and meking up 22.5 per cent of the ducks. At
that season many flocks were seen also at Audy, Clear, and South Lﬁkes.
Like the lesser scaup, it remeins until late in the season, or until the
lakes freeze over.‘

27. BUFFLE-HEAD. Bucephala albeola (Linnaeus).

Apparently this species is uncommon in the park at all times.
It was not positively identified during summer, nor is there any recdrd of
nesting. A few are present during migration.

28. ' WHITE-WINGED SCOTER. Melanitta deglandi (Bonaparte).

Warden Binkley saw several of these birds at Lake audy about
mid-May, 1941, thus establishing the first record of the species in the
park. A few were observed by the writer in the same lake on October 1 ofv
that year and two were noted there in early October, 1945. A small grbup
was recorded at Clear lake on September 29, 1946. The status of this
sbédiés in the park is apparently that of & rather rare and erratic spiihg
and autumn migrant, as it is not known to visit any of the‘lakes during |
the summer.

29. RUDDY DUCK. Oxyura jamaicensis (Gmelin).

As a summer resident this duck-is present in at least small
Aumbers in southern and western parts of the park. Shortt and Sutton

found it nesting during the summer of 1938 in the big marsh near the south
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shore of Clear lake. There is circumstantial evidence of its breeding at
Audy, Whitewater, and other lakes on the plateau., It was fairly plentiful
at Lake audy in early Uctober, 1945, and fairly common during the same
period in 1946 at Whitewater Lake. In the latter area it was sixth in order
of abundance, making up 7.1 per cent of the total, about the same as the
American merganser.

20, AMERICAN MERGANSER. Mergus merganser Cassin.

This is an uncommon summer resident, much more numerous during
migration. In Sebtember and Qetober it was noted at several places from
Katherine and whirlpool Lakes, northward and westward. It appeared to be
most plentiful at Clear, Audy, and Whitewater Lakes. At the.last named
in early Uctobér, 1946, it ranked fifth among the ducks (7.6 per cent). It
usually remains on the plateau until freeze-up.

Zl. TURKEY VULTURE. Cathartes aura (Linnaeus).

This bird was not observed in the park by the writer, but it is
listed by Taverner and Sutton (1940) with the remarks, ™Occasional casual
visitor. Has been noted in May and early June"”,

%2, (GOSHAWK. Accipiter gentilis {(Linnaeus).

Apparently the goshawk is scarce, having been seen on only two
occasions, at Clear lake, Uctober 22, 1938; and at Edwards lake, Uctober 29,

1940. At times during migration it may be more numerais than these records

Z2. SHARP-SHINNED HAWK. Accipiter striatus Vieillot.

| A few of these hawks were seen at widely scattered points during
May, June, and July and possibly some of then remain to nest. In the
autumn they are relatively common, with wide distribution over the plateau.

Most were recorded during late September and early Qctober.
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24, COQPER'S HAWK. Accipiter cooperi (Bonaparte).

This species is obviously uncommon as it was seen on only a few
occasions. The records are: one near the headwaters of Vermilion River
on June 1, 1941; and two at Whitewater Lake on October 6 and 8, 1946,
respectively. There is as yet no evidence of breeding within the park.

25, RED-TAILEDL HAWK. Buteo jamaicensis (Gmelin).

These familiar hawks were seen during all visits to the park
from 1936 to 1946. They were well distributed and nested in many localities
both in mixedwood forests and in poplar woods close to central and western
prairie tracts. The bulky nests are easily discerned. Red-tailed hawks
were noted occasionally as late as mid-Uctober. -

26. BROAD-WINGED HAWK. Buteo platypterus (Vieillot).

An uncommon summer resident, this hawk may breed in the park,
but no direct evidence of nesting was obtained. An occasional individual
was noted on various visits from late llay until near the end of September.

37. AMERICAN ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK. Buteo lagopus Pontoppidan.

During the period September 26 to Uctober 3, 1941, one or more
of these birds were seen daily in the area from Whirlpool Lake west to lake
Audy and nofth to Kennice Creek. at that time there was a small but dis-
tinet southward movement of the species. These were the first records for
théybark.

On Uctober 3, 1945, many were seen in similar migratory flight
"over the country around and north of Lake Audy. Many were observed at
Whitewater lLake from September 29 to Qctober 10, 1946. In that year also
the southward movement of the largest numbers took place during the first

few days of October.
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%8, BALD EAGIE. Haliaeetus leucocephalus (Linnaeus).

This is by no means a common species but it was obéerved (o4
several occasions from Whirlpool and Clear Lakes north to Moon lake
and west to Audy and whitewater Lakes. In all districts it was reported
'by the wardens and was said to nest sparingly. It seemed t0 be a little
commoner in the country north of Clear lake than elsewhere. A juvenile
of the species is shown in Figure 5.

39. MARSH HAWK. Circus cyaneus (Linnaeus).

The marsh hawk occurs in moderate nuhbers in large aréas of
the park, and nests in suitablé locations around the shares of lakes and
marshes, It is less numerous east of the longitude of Clear lLake than
in the more open centre and west. The species was not observed on the
plateau later than the first week of October. It remains somgwhatr
longer on the plains to the south.

40. OSPREY. Pandion haliaetus (Linnaeus).

The osprey }s a rare visitor on Riding Mountain ﬁhere it has not
vet been recorded during spring and summer. The first park record is for
one observed by the writer at Whitéwater Lake on October 7, 1946. An
osprey, presumably the‘same one, was noted on each of the two following days.

41. DUCK HAWK. Falco peregrinus Tunstall.

The first record of this species in the park was established when
an individual was observed by the writer at Clear lLake on Uctober 5, 1945.,
It ﬁas not seen during subsequent investigations.

42. PIGHEON HAWK. Falco columbarius Linnaeus.

Taverner and Sutton (1940) remark: "Reported as a migrant in
1883 but not noted in the park since, though it can be expected to be a

more or less common seasonal visitor and probably an occasional breeder™.
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Its occurrence is confirmed by pgrsonal Qbservations as follows: September
22, 1940, in the Shoal Lake - Jackfish Creek 1dcality;-September 26, 1941,
between Clear and Whi#lﬁool lakes; October 9, 1946, at Whitewater Lake;
and Octéber 11, l946,ibetween"Audy and Clear Lakes. There appear to be no
summér rééords fér thevpafk. |

43, SPARROW HAWK. ZFalco sparverius Linnaeus.

The sparrow hawk was noted on numerous occasions in summer and
autumn from 1936 to 1946. It is widely distributed and evidently nests more
or less throughout the park but in some areas it is rare. 4t least a few

remain until the first or second week of Getober.

44. SPRUCE GROUSE. ‘Canadhites canadensis (Linnaeus)o

| The spruce grouse is a fairly common permanent resident in the
tracté of heavy coniferous forest. Its‘abundance varies, depending upon
habitat-ééﬁditions and it is subject to periodical fluctuations in‘number.
In some large areas it is absent. The largest numbers are found in‘thick
spruce»woods of eastern’distrigts; in such(habitats the species was cdmmoﬁ in
the autumn of 1940 and was sald to bé on the increase. By 1946 the birds
were very muéh scarcer. - As the summer population is apparently much smaller
than tﬁat bf late autumn and winter,,presumably an influx‘takgs place from
more northern ;reaé such aé-DucK and‘Porcupine Mountains at the beginning

of cold weather.

45, RUFFED GRQUSE; ﬁbnasa uﬁﬁelius (Linnaeus).

. This grousé ié also a permanent resident with wide distribution
in forest areas. Its numbers vary through a cycle of about 10 yearg;~ In
1940 it was fairly common and was‘reported by the park staff as steadily
increasing in numbers, and it was perceptibly more abundant in 1941. iDuring
the following two years a sharp decline occurred and the species was scarce

everywhere up to 1946. In 1941 a tally of the two colour phases ofplumage
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was made; the ratio obtained was 14 grey-tailed to one brown-tai led.

46, . SHARP-TAILiD GROUSE. Pedioecetes phasianellus (Linnaeus).

This is a permanent resident that is widely dispersed on tracts
of prairie in the centre and west. Fair numbers were observed in 1940,
chiefly on the Lake Audy plain and at scattered grasslands north to the
headwaters of Vermilion River. The species was distinctly more abundant
in the autumn of 1941 when flocks of 10 to 12 were often flushed from
prairie openings in the forest. In succeeding seasons, up to 1946, if
bécame much scarcer and was seldom seen.

47, EUROPEAN PARTRIDGE. Perdix perdix (Linnaeus).

This partridge was first reported in 1940 by a warden in the
eastern part of the park. His record was substanﬁiated by the writer who
observed the birds on two occasiohs in the autumn of 1941. A flock of
12 was flushed from the prairié east of lake audy on Septembqr 28, and
on October 1 a flock of six was seen on a small prairie at Kennice Creek.
These seem t0o be the only definite park records.

48, SANDHILL CRANE. Grus canadensis (Linnaeus).

Taverner and Sutton state: "Flocks seen in migration....
July, 1938, a large ci;cular platfornm that‘appeared to be a deserted nest
of the species was found in the marsh at the south end of Clear lLake....."
The migrating flocks were undoubtedly the common, Arctic-breeding, G.c.
canadensisg, while if pairs had formerly nested in the park they were
almost certainly the now scarce greater sandhill crane (gtg. tabi da) that
once bred commonly in the Great Plains regiqn.

The species was not observed by the writer in the park.

49. VIRGINIA RAIL. Rallus limicola Vieillot.

This species was recorded only by Taverner and Sutton (1940) with

& ]

the brief statement, "A scarce summer resident and breeder". Sutton collected
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a juvenile at Clear Lake, August 10, 1928.

50. SORA RATL. Porzana’ carolina (Linnaeus)°

This species is common and well distributed in the park wherever
suitable marshy habitats exist for ne stiné. 1t w'as heard or bseevn on
numerous occasions during the spring and summer months ffom Swan® n Creek
and Clear lake, northwest to Kennice Creek and through ﬁhe district including
Audy- and Whitewater lLakes.

51. AMERICAN COOT. Fulica americana Gmelin.

The coot is a common Summer'fesident of marsh-bordered lakes in
the southern'andYWéstern,part'of the park. It was most commonly observed
at South, Clear, aAudy, and Whitewater lakes where there are attractive nesting
conditions. In late September and early Uctober, 1946, the species was very
common at Whitewater lake, forming dense rafts of up to séveral hundfeds.
At that time the total coot'population of the lake was esﬁimatéd at about 800.
..Coots were locally common on the plateau until Gctober 5 or 6, after which most
of them had departed. A few may lingér a litple later.

52, SEMIPALMATED PLOVAR. Charadrius hiaticula Linnaeus.

Taverner and Sutton reported these ploverS'fairly common in migra-
tion, and stated that they might be seen on bare mud flats at Lake audy.
The writer did not succeed in finding them. They afe evidentl y uncommon and may
be erratic in migrational occurrence.

53, XILLDEER PLOVER. Charadrius vociferus Linnaeus.

This species appeared to be scarce in the‘park either as migrants
or as summer residents. A few were noted on all visits to the park from 1936
to 1946, between the latter half of May and early October. The latest record

was for one seen at Whitewater lake on Uctober 3, 1946,



-21-

54, GOLDEN PLOVZR. Pluvialis dominica (Muller).

A small migrating flock of these birds was observed at close
range along the upper Vermilion River on May 320, 1941. This is the first
and only record for the park.

55, BLACK~-BELLIED PLOVER. Squatarola squatarola {(Linnaeus).

This is an uncommon spring and autumn migrant that may be seen
occasgionally on open beaches and flats at the larger lakes. The latest
raecord obtained was for October 1, 1946, at whitewater lLake.

56, WILSON'S SNIPE. Capella gallinago Linnaeus.

This spipe occurs as a summer resident, but.very few were seen
in that season. 1t was commoner during autumn when individuals were noted
in widely separated localities. One or two were seen:daily in the. district

including Kennice Creek and aAudy and Whitewater lakes, and elsewhere. None

°
?

was recorded aftér Uctober 3, and in some seasons they my all depart a
few days earlier.

57, UPLAND PLOVER. Bartramia longicauda (Bechstein).

On July 14, 1938, a singlp upland plover was seen at the eastern
end of the Lake Audy prairie and anoéher at the western extremity near the
lake. Four were observed on June 1% 1941, in the latter locality where the
spécies nests regularly each year. Warden Binkley stated that they remained
in the area until late August or early September. During some seasons the
iocal population may be increased by migrants from the north.

58, SPOTTED SANDPIPER. Actitis macularia (Linnaeus).

This is a widely dispersed hesting species found in small numbers
at most of the principal lakes and some of the creeks of the plateau. In

many superficially suitable areas it was apparentl y absent and, on the whole,
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it cannot be regarded as common. Most of the birds were noted at Clear and

Audy Lakes. The latest available park record is for September 2%, 1940.

59. SOLITARY SANDPIPER. Tringa solitaria Wilso.

A This is a rare summer resident that is more numerous in spring
and autumn. There is only one record of occurrence in summer, that of a
single example seen July 17, 1942, at a woodland pond near Rowland Lake,
in the vicinity of which it was presumed to have nested. The latest
autumn record is for a pair seen at the Whirlpool Lake outlet on October 5,
1945.

60, GREATER YELLOW-1L&GS. Totanus melanoleucus (Gmelin).

This 1s a transient, seen only in small numbers in autumn. In
early Octobdr, 1945, scattered‘individuals and small groups were noted at
audy, Clear, Katherine, and Whirlpool iakes. In 1946, the species was seen
at intervals from September 29, when observation commenced, up to amd
including October 10. Of the 20 listed during this period, 13 were observed
at Whitewater Lake in early October.

61. LESSER YELLOW-LEGS. Totanus flavipes (Gmelin).

This species occurs as a migrant in spring and autumn. It may be
a rare breeder in the park, but as yet there 1s no positive evidence of nesting.
In 1940, several were seen at Clear and audy lLakes on September 17 and 18,
and others near Fawn Lake on the September 20. In late May and early June,
1941, the species was sparingly distributed in the distriet including Kennice
Creek and upper Vermilion River, and at Clear lake. Qn several subsequent
visits to the.park up to 1946, mone was Observed.

62, PECTORAL SANDPIPER. ZErolia melanotos (Vieillot).

During the third week of September, 1940, this species was fairly

common gléng the shofes of Clear and Audy lakes and others were seen at smaller
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observed along the east shore of Lake Audy. It is fo be rated as an uncommon

migrant,

59, WILSON'S PHALAROEEO Stezanopas tricolor Vieillot.

Taverner and Sutﬁon describe thisg gpecies as "A’summer resident
and undocubted vreeder". The writer observed 1t in the park only once, when
a few were seen at South lake on June 3, 1941,

70. HERRING GULL. Larus argentatus Pontoppiden.

A few of these gulls were seen at Clear and Audy Lakes in 1936,
1928, and 1940. They are not known to nest in the park and these may have
been only wanderers from the breeding ceclonies of the grsat lakes in the
lowlands to the east. Iven as transients they are scarce everywhere within
the park. They were not positively identifisd during the investigations
from 1941 tc 1946, although several gulls were tentatively recorded as
argentatus at lake Hudy in late September of the latter year.

71. RING-BILLED GULL. larus delawarensis Urd,

Tﬁis is a rather regular inhabitant at Clear lLake where it was
ﬁoted»on numerou 8 cccasions in sumner and autumn from 1926 to 1946. 1t is
most plentiful in.gutumn when it sometimes becomes common. More were
seen at Clear lake than elsewhere in the park. At times, in Sephbember, the
species is well represented at Lake audy and, te a lesser degree, at
Whitewster lake. It is nat known to nest on the plateau. As in the case
of thq herring 2ull, stragglers undoubtedly come into the park from large
nesting colonies on islands of the big lowland lakes to the east.

72. FRANKLIN'S GULL. larus pipixcan Wagler.

According to the writer’s observations, very few of these birds
find their way intc the park. Several were seen flying over upper Vermilion

River on May 30, 1941, end on the following day others were present at
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Lake Audy, but none were noted in later years. Although there are several

excellent marshes, the species appears to he only a scarce non-breeding
transient.

73, BONAPARTE'S GULL. Larus philadelphia (Ord).

This is a rather scérce summer resident, nesting locally in
spruce trees, chiefly about muskeg ponds and lakes. It was océasibnally
seen in various seasons from Katherine lLake west to Whitewater Lake, where
it is believed to breed. Nests were found near the south shore of Clear
Lake and in the vicinity of Lake Audy. It was most numerous in the autumn
when small flocks were sometimes seen. Latest recorded date was Gctober 9,
1946, at Whitewater lakse.

74. SABINE'S GULL. Xema sabini (Sabine).

Ihe only park record for this rare gull is that of a single

example in winter plumage observed by the writer at lLake Audy on Cctober 4,

1945.

75. COMMON TERN. Sterna hirundo Linnaeus..

Small numbers of this species inhabit the park from spring until
autumn, but there is no positi§e proof of their breeding there. They were
noted only at Audy and Clear Laeke s. The latest recérdéd date of occurrence
was September 27, 194l.

76. CASPIAN TERN. Hydroprogne caspia (Pallas).

This species was not recorded by the writer. It is listed by
Taverner and Sutton as a casual summer visitor from breeding colonies on
islands of Lake Manitoba.

77. BLACK TERN. Chlidonias niger lLinnaeus.

This is a comparatively common resident in suitable tracts
throughout the southern part of the park., It nests in ulrush-cattail marshes

adjoining Clear and audy lakes and probably at whitewater Lake. Most of these
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terns appear to leave the park about mid-August.

‘=

78.  MOURNING DOVE. Zenaidura macroura {Linnaeus).

This species occurs sparingly along the southern boundary of the
park and in the central area north to the upper waters of Vermilion River
and KenniceyCreékQ' As it resides in this gemeral area throughout the summer

it is assumed to nest therein.

- 79. BLACK-BILLED CﬁCKDOO Coccyzus erythropthalmus’(Vilson)o
 fﬁis'éuck66'is referred to(by Tavefner(and Sutton as an 5ccasional

’summer'sﬁ;égéief té t‘he'k‘;ar'ko vit was‘oﬁseéved by the writer only once, on
' july 14, 194251Whéﬁ aﬁ imméﬁure‘was seen about twe milesnnorth of Rowland lake.
This is strong circumstantial evidence that the species occasionally nésts
on the plateau. '
' 80. SCREECH OWL,i’ggggfgggg (Linnaeus).

 This is & sdarcévperﬁaﬁen£ resident that was found nésting by
Sutton at Wasagaminga The writer observed it only once, when one‘was heard

calling at Whitewater Creek on the hight df Séptember 23, 1940.

" BI. ' GREAT HORNED OWL. Bube virginianus (Smelin).

‘ This owl iéiaicommon ﬁo fairly plentiful permaﬁent resident and
" breedef in heavy forest. It was seen and heard on NUMETCUS occasioﬁs and

in mény localities during the investigstions, most ofteﬁ in autﬁmn when
geveral at a tinme were‘frequéﬁtly'Seen, |

82. SNOWY OWL. liyctea scandiaca (Linnaeus).

‘Thévwardené reported that this gpecies occasionally visited central
and western parts of the park‘du:ing winter months.
"82. BARRED OWL. §§§g§,ggggg.Bafﬁoh;

"This owl was obéefvéd by the writer culy once, on September 21,
“194OQVWhen one was flushed from a thick stand of spruces along Whitewater

‘Creek. It is referred to by Taverner and Sutton as an occasional visitor
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or scarce permanent resident and probable nester.

84. NIGHTHAWKX. Chordeiles minor (Forster).

These birds are fairly common and well distributed in the park.
Evidently they are most numerous in the prairie-~parklands of the centre
énd west. They are some times found nesting on Banksian pine ridges in
typical Canadian Life Zone districts.

85.  CHIMNEY SWIFT. Chaetura pelégica (Linnaeus) .

A few pairs are summer residents at Wasagaming where they are
said to nest. A4as far ag is known, the species has not been seen elsewhere in

the park.

86. RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD. Archilochus colubris (Linnaeus).

These diminutive creatures have been observed freguently in
the southern part, and Qasually at a few other places in the park.
Most records are for Wasagaming and the warden quarters at Lake audy,
where numerous flower beds attract hummingbirds. Taverner and Sutton reﬁark:
"A common summer redident and undoubted breeder. After early summer few or
no ruby—thrbated male s are t0 be seen but duller coloured females and juveniles
with only stray rubies in the throat may‘be seen on the flower patches until
late September... An albino was noted by the Park Superintendent the summer
iof 1939".

87. BELTED KINGFISHER. Megaceryle aleyon (Linnaeus).

The kingfisher isg widely distributed in various localities on
the plateau, but is by no means common; it evidently breeds wherever found.
It was most often observed by the writer at Clear and Audy Lakes, but was
also noted at Moon Léke, and along Jackfish, Whitewater, and Kennice Creeks.

Latest record in the park was for Gctober 2, 1941.
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88. YELLOW-SHAFTED FLICKER. Colaptes auratus (Linnaeus),

This is a common summer resident, the most abundant of the wood~
peckers. Largest numbers are found in southern and western localities and
fewest in the heavy coniferous forest and wooded muskegs of the eastern and
northern sections. The population gradually diminishes in.the latter part
of September, but the birds may continue to be fairly common until early
October, and a few remain until late in the month. |

89. PILEATED WOODPECKSER. Dryocopus pileatus (Linnaeus).

This species occurs in fair numbers as a permanent resident,
especially in fully characteristic Camadian Life Zpne areas in eastern and
northern parts of the plateau. In some localities the species was fairly

common, and one Oor more were seen nearly every day.

90. YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKWR. Sphyrapicus varius (Limaeus).

This species was found in modérate numbefs thraighout the
summer in large areas of the park. The population density vsried greatly,
being low in some districts and high in others. It was seen in the park

ag late as early October.

91. HAIRY WOODPECXER. Dendrocopos villosus (Linnasus).

This is a fairly commou permanent resident in some park areas,
but mueh scarcer in others. In some years it appeared to be less common
in summer than in autumn, suggesting a moderate influx from the north.

92. DOWNY WOODPECKER. Dendrocopos pubescens (Linnaeué).

Like villosus, this is a permanent resident, but it is
definitély not as numerous. Throughout the investigations only casual
examples were éeen.at wide intervals. In some districts it appeared to be
totally absent, and dufing two Work pariods in the park not one was recorded.

93. ARCTIC THREE-TOED WOODPECKnR. Picoides arcticus (Swainson) .

This species occurs on Riding Mountain thn@ughout the year,
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but in fluctuating numbers. The birds were never noted as often in summer
as duri ng autwan and early winter. While some of the species do nest

in the park, it appeared to be‘very scarce or absent in many areas during
the breeding season. o

94, AMERICAN THR&E-TOED WOODPECKER. Pilcoides tridactylus (Linnaeusj.

A permanent resident, thié species is somewhat more numerous.
than arcticus, butvonly a few nest in the park. Its numbers inc rease
perceptibly ét'ﬁhe beginning of winter, and vary from district to district
and apparénﬁly to some extent from year to year.

95. EASTERN KINGBIRD. Tyrannus tyrannus (Linnaeus).

Fair numbers of this species resort to suitable areas over the
whole plateau, but they are more common in semi-open poplar-grasslands in
the south-central and western districts. They were noted in many places
on all summer visits to the park from late May until lgte August or early
September. Nests and young were observed on several occasions.

96. CRESTED FLYCATCHER. Myiarchus crinitus (Linnaeus).

This species evidently occurs as a summer resident in only
small numbers, chiefly in semi-open Transition 4one country. Personal
records are: one, July 25, 1936, between Clear and audy Lakes; two, Juné 13,
1940, on the eastern escarpment opposite Norgate; and several, in late
May and early June, 1941, along the upper waters of Vermilion River and at
Kennice Creek. It nests in hollow trees andy;;uhoi

97. PHOEBE. Sayornis phoebe (Latham).

The phoebe inhabits the park in fair numbers, although it is
possible to travel from one locality to another without observing any.
They are seen most often around buildings, bridges, and large culverts

in which they locate their nests. They appear to arrive in late April and
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to demart during the early half of September.

98. YELILOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER. Impidonax flaviventris (Baird and Baizrd).

Three were seen and one specimen was collected at upper
Vermilion River in late May and early June, 1941, 4 few days later several
more were observed in the locality of Swanson Creek. The short, explogive
"song" is distinctive. The above records of occurrence are the first for

the park and the only ones known.

99, ALDER, K FLYCATCHER. Empidonax ﬁraillii {Audubon) .

These birds are rathef common sammer residents frequenting
alder and willew thickets on wet lowlands near marshes, lakes, and streams.
Some Were seen on all summer visits to the park, distributed over a large
area. They normally arrive in late llay and appear to leave in late August

or early September.

100. L1EAST FLYCATCHER. Empidonax minimus (Baird and Baird).

Thisﬁliétle flycétcher oceurs locally in favourable situations
in large areas of the park, especially in the aspen poplar parklands. 1t is
a breeding bird of both Transition and Canadian Zones, but in the Great
Plains region'it reaches its maximum abundance in the forrme r zone. The
species was found most numerous in the upper Vermilion River-Kennice Creek
areas during late May and early June, 1941l. Lvidently the last of the
gpecies leave the-mounﬁain in early September.

101. WESTERN WOOD PEWEE. Contopus richardsonii (Swainson).

On the basis of personal records this species occurs infrequently
and its distribution is spotty within the park. 4 few inhabit the country
from at least-Swanson Creek in-the east to Lake Audy and undoubtedly farther
west. In late May and early June, 1941, several were recorded in the area

containing Jackfish and “ennice Creeks and Vermilion River and ore was
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collected near the latter stream on June l.

102. OLIIﬁnuIDED BLYCATCHEh. Nuttallornis borealis (Swainson).

Thls 50601es‘was observed only a few time s, 1n.w1dely separated
: localitles from oquson Creek and W11r10007 Rmver west to Clear and Audy
Lakes, and north to Vermilion River. All records were obtained in late
May, June, and early July. Afo} bfeedihg and "singing" eites it seems to

prefer burmed over areas, partlcularly near water.

10%. HORNED LARK. Eremoohiie alpestris (Linnaeus).

Horned larks were flrst added to the park list when the writer
flushed & small flock from a prairie tract north of Lake audy on September
21, i9401y Tﬁo'were obsefved on‘a small prairie near Upper &efmilion Rivef
on May rxl l94l~‘end several more the follow1nv day on the Lake audy plaln.
‘They were obviously tran31ents, as there is no ev1dence of sumrer Ooccurrence

and nesting within the park.

104. TREE SWALLOW. Irldoprocne bicolor (Vieillot).

ThlS speoles revularly v131ts the park in small numbers and nests
in widely eeﬁarated loceiitiee; ;Only'e few ﬁere observed during some summer
vieits, end‘it‘wes not seen at other times.t None was noted after late August;
out>a belated individuai wes observed a few hiles soufheast of the pafk on
September 25, 1940.

105, BANK SWALIOW. Riparla rlparla (Linnaeus).

0

Thls spe01es was never seen by the writer on Ridlng Mountain,
but Taverner and hutton say of 1t "It nests in holes it excavates in raw earth
banxcs9 lacklng Wthh 1t occurs mostly as a migrant in the park with other

IS

swallows, or as an exploratory visitor".

106. BARN SWALLOW. Hirundo rustica (Linnaeus).
A few barn swallows were noted in the southeastern part of the

park in July, 1936, and in 1938, and they were seen on several occasions
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at Lake Audy between September 17 and 22, 1540. They were observed only
at wide intervals and usually in phe vicinity of buildings, where they
nest. In 1941 several were seen along upper Vermilion River in late
May, and others were present at Lake Audy on June l. « few days later
a pair was found nesting under a bridge at the secénﬂ crossing of Swanson
Creek,keast of whirlpool River. They also nest at wasagaming. The last
stragglers appear to leave the park during the last week of September.

107. PURPLE MARTIN. Progne subis (Linnaeus).

This is a summer resident that is relatively uancommon and
localized in distribution. It utilizes both nesting Boxes and hollow
trees for nesting. It was‘found nesting at Swanson Creek, Wasagaming,
Lake Audy, and upper Vermilion River. Individuals or pairs were noted
from late May until the second week of August. A few stragglers may remain
later. |

108, CANADA JAY. Perisoreus canadensis (Linnaeus).

These birds are highly characteristic of the plateau. They are
permanent residents and may be observed almost anywhere in the. park that
conifers predominate, although not stfiét;y confined_to such‘ah environ-
ment. They nest in the latter part of the winter while deep snow and sub-
zero temperatures still pfevail.

109. BLUE JAY. Cyanocitta cristata (Linnaeus).

Blue jays inhabit the park throughout the year. They are fairly
common in some larze areas, but not as numerous as anada jays. Hvidently
there are more of them in the central part of the park than elsewhers.

In two different years many more were recorded in September amd October

then during any two-month period in summer.
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110, AMERICAN IAGPIE. Pica pica (Linnaeus).
Magpies are now fairly well distriuted over large parts of kiding
Mountain where, in the early dgys, they were unknown. They appear to be
slowly but steadily increasing in number as the years go by. Curiously
enough, they were not noted during summer but they roam the park singly or in
small flocks during autumn and winter.

111. NORTHERN RAVEN. Corvus corax Linnaeus.

Perhaps fortuitously, no ravens were observed during summer, but
they were recorded with fair regularity from about mid-September throughout
the autumn and early winter. The wardens reported that they were resident
during mest or all the winter.

112. AMERICAN CROW. Corvus brachyrhynchos Brehm.

Crows were commonly observed on all visits to the park from
spring until autumn. They breed in numerous localities on the plateau, but
favour open to semi-ppen poplar woods in the south énd west. Apparently
most of them haveyl;ft the park by the third week of September, but a few
linger until later.b The lateét record obtaired by the writer is for one
seen at Whitewater Lake on Uctober 7, 1946.

113. BILACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE. ©Parus atricapillus Linnaeus.

This is a common permanent resident in most parts of the park
and in varying types of habitat. It appears to be mare numerous in autumn
than in summer; possibly some move down from Duck and Porcupine Mountains
at the coming of cold weather. The largest increase seems to occur during
the last three weeks of Uctober, particularly towards the end of that month.

1ll4. HUDSONIAN CHICKADEI. Parus hudsonicus Forster.

Like atricapillus, the present species resides in the park

throughout the year. It prefers the larger stands of coniferous timber. It
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is seen fairly resularly and, in some aruas, - bat as frequently as strica-
] s " crm—————

pillus, although the latter is often locally more hwlerois in sunmer,. 1n

several years hudsonicus apparently increased in number durinsz late Jentember
and early Uctober, suggesting an influx from the acrth.

115, WHITk=-BicaSTED NUTILATCH. - Sithta carolinensis wathan.

During summer this species nmuy be Tairly scarce, rare, ov
»apparently abseat in various localities. It‘was noted somewhat more [reqoently
during early and mid-autunn after which its nunbers again diminished. apparently
a few of fhe species aré‘permanent resiéents, but it seems clear that the

majority leave the'park for the wiater.

116, EKED=-BREASTAD #UTHATCH. Sitta copsdensis Linnasus.
This species was not recorded in whe park untll the sutumn of
1949, Between September 17, and early hovember of that season, the writer saw

QUL ana

many individuals and small flocké north of Laxe andy end around
ALdwards Lakesf Durinz subsequent autumn investizations a few were seen in

various eastern and central localities west almost to whitewater Lake. o

records of occurrence were obtained from late iHay to about mid-September in
any year. |

117. BROWN Choifsik. Certhia familiaris Linnueus.

Two of these birds were observed in 1941 zt hennice Creesk, one
on September 20 and one on Uctober 1. They were frequreating dense spruce woods

Wt (ot

with a sparse admixture of poplar. lhese were the Uirst oad only park records.

118, HOUSE WRGN. Troglodytes aedon Vieillot.
| _This is é-fairly common sumner resident that was fLund in practi-

cally all localities investigated ana’at many intervenin; points. it is a

familiar songster at Wasagaming and usually aboct the buildinss of

warden stations. House wrens normally arrive on the mountein during the third
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week of llay; evidently the majority have departed by mid-September or little
later, but a few were seen up to Uctober 2,

119. 1ONG-BILLED LARSH WREN. Telmatodytes palustris (Wilson).

Small numbers of these wrens occur in the bark during summer.
4 few are known to breed in the marshes at Clear and audy Lakes and remains
of 0ld nests indicated that they also breed in the marshes at whitewater
Llake. The period of residence in the park is from about mid-May until
mid-September.

120. SHORT-BILIED JARSH WREN. Cistothorus platensis Latham.

These wrens breed in fair numbers iR’ the marshes bordering audy
and Clear lakes. Several were seen and heard singing along uppe£ Vermilion
River during late May and early June, 1941, and one specimen was collected.
They were not found elsewhere in the park. The period of summér residence

is very similar to that of Telmatodytes palustris.

121, CATBIRD. Dumetella carolinensis (Linnaeus).

This is a common summer resident at Wasagaming and is fairly
well represented in the cenfral part of the park. Perhabs fortuitously, it
was seen nowhere east of Clear lake. ' it arrives in lgte ilay and departs
about nid-September.

122, BROWN THRASHER. Toxostoma rufum (Linnaeus).

This species is fairly well distributed in the park but it ié
not common except in some small southern and central localities, and in
many areas it‘is apparently absent. Récords df cccurrence extend from the
lagter part of May umtil the third week of September, at which time the
population has noticeably diminished.

122, AMERICAN ROBIN. Turdus migratorius Linnaeus.

These well-known birds are among the earliest arrivals in the
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spring, appearing in the park about mid-april. They are rather commonly
dispersed as nesters from Clear'Lake west but are distinctly scarce over
extensive areas of the plateau. lluch larger numbers are to be seen in late
September and early Uctober when flocks are moving south on migration.
Scattered examples were noted up to mid-Gctober.

124. HERMIT THRUSH. Hylocichla guttata (Pallas).

These thrushes are most numerous as'nigrants, but evidently a
few remain to breed in suitable situations. They are birds of the dense
coniferous forests and are shy and retiring, They are possessed of one of v
the most beautifully clear and haunting songs among american birds. The
largest numbers were observed in late September and early Uctober, 1941,
when a pronounced migrational wave passed through the-country around and
north of Lake Audy. The.latest record is for a single individual sighted
at Whitewater Lake on October 11, 1946.

125. :OLIVE-BACKED THRUSH. Hylocirthla ustulata (Wuttall).

Like H. guttata this is a bird of the deep woods. It is the
commonest breeding thrush in most parts of the park and was seen and heard
singing on many occasions in June and July. The largest numbers are present
during the spring and autumn migrations around mid=<day and mid-September.

A few stragglers were noted until the.first week of Uctober.

126. WILLOW THRUSH. Hylocichla fuscescens (Stephens).

This species is only moderately représented in the park where
it was recorded infrequently during verious summer invéstigations. It is
found chiefly in the deciduous woodlands of Transition Zone character in
south, central and western sections, but it is also found along the southern
edges of the Canadian Life Zone. Its summer residence extends from about the

second week of May to the early part of September. Unlike the two immedlately



preceding species, it was not noticeably more numerous at the close of

summer.

127. EASTERN BLUEBIRD. Sialia sialis (Linnaeus).

On June 2, 1941, a pair was seen near lake Audy and on
Qctober 2 and 3 of the same year, a total of 12 was observed in the country
around Kennice Creek and upber Vermilion River. In mid-July, 1942, éeveral ‘
were seen near the headwaters of Swanson Creek. On the whole, the species
is uncommon; during some summer visits to the plateau none was observed; but
undoubtedly a few pairs nest at widely separated points.

128. MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD. Sialia currucoides (Bechstein).

This is a somewhat more common and consistently distributed
species than the eagtern bluebird, but exbensive areas may be covered at
any season without observing it. Iore were noted in the Clear lLake district
and westward than elsewhere in the park. Evidently most of the summer
population remains until well on in September, after which migrants begin
to arrive from more northern regions. At Whitewater lake in early October,
1946, a well defined migration was in progress. The last individual was
observed on October 5.

129. GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET. Regulus satrapa Lichtenstein.

Fair numbers pass over the plateau as migrants in spring and
autumn, apparently more of them in the latter season. The duration of their
spring sojourn is not known, but it is probably from late april to early
June. On June 4 and 5, 1941, six were observed at Swanson Creek, sdvidently
a few may nest in coniferous forest tracts, as several were recorded near the
headwaters of Swanson Creek on July 16 and 17, 1942, the males still in song}

They are much more plentiful in late September and early October. Stragglers

were noted at various times up to late October and early November.
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120.  RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET. Regulus calendula (Linnaeus).

These diminutive and remarkable songsters are cormon migrants,
but ag none was seen in midsummer it is doubtful whether any nest in the
park. From June 3 to 7, 1941, they were relatively common in the Swanson
Creek-Thirlpool River area; these were the latest noted in the early part
of the season. In various parts of the plateau the species was not uncommon
during the second and third weeks of September.

121. AMERICAN PIPIT. snthus spinoletta (Linnaeus).

On Uctober 1 and 2, 1946, a few of these birds were resgorting
to the shores of Whitewater lake. This is the first and only record for
Riding llountain.

122, - SPRAGUL'S PIPIT. Anthus spragueii (Audubon).

This gpecies was listed by Taverner and Sutton as an uncommon
summer resident nesting on the open prairie just south of Clear lake. It
was not observed in the park by the writer.

133. CEDAR WAXWING. Bombycilla cedrorum Vieillot.

Cedar waxwings ére'fairly common as summer residents over at
least the southern part of the park. They inhabit Transition Life Zone dis-
tricts chiefly,especially hear lakes and streams. They are usuélly pre sent
on the mountain from late Ilay or early June until at least mid -September;
the latest record by the writer is for September 19, 1940.

134, HORTHERN SHRILE. Lanius excubitor Linnaeus.

. The only park records are for solitary examples seen a few miles
north of Clear lake on OUctober 22, 1938, and along Vermilion River near the
" northern boundary on October 26, 1940. Unquestionably, the species is a
rare migrant in the park as it had not been noted again when the investigations

““terminated in.October, 1946,
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125, BLUE-HEADED VIR&Z0O. Vireo solitarius (wilson).

Manifestly this is an uncommon migrant and summer resident, as
it was rarely observed in any season. It was noted infrequently in late
ilay and early June, principally in the Swanson Creek area. The only summer
record is that of a singing maie observed on July 14, 1942, near RQWland
Lake, where it was possibly nesting. The latest date of occurience was
for one seen at Whitewater Creek on September 17, 1940.

126. RED-EYED VIREO. Vireo olivaceus {(Linnaeus).

This is the common vireo of Riding Mountain; where deciduocus
"woods exist its distribution is almost universal. Its persistent singing is
one of the most familiar of bird sounds during the nesting season. Its
normal time of arrival is late in May. Iost of the species appear td
migrate in late August and early September, but strays were seen up to
September 20.

1%7. VARBLING VIREO. Vireo gilvus (Vieillot).

This species is evidently a scarce migraht and a rare bree@gr
in the‘park since only a single record was secured.  Un July 18, 1942, one
was seen and heard singing on the eastern escarpment, just within the park
in deciduous woods of the Transition Life Zone and at an altitude of about
14050 feet above sea level., In view of the date; it was sssumed to have
nested in that locality.

128, BLACK AND WHITE WARBLER. imiotilta varia (Linnaeus).

This is a moderately common summer residenﬁ, inhabi ting the park
from about mid—May until early September. It is widely dispersed in different
types of habitat, but appears to prefer mixed woods of spruce and poplar.

It appears to be most abundant in_phe eastern part of the plateau and along
the northern slope.

139. TENNESSEE wARBLER. Vermivora peregrina (Wilson).
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This warbler is rather widely but locally distributed throughout the summer
in Canadian Life Zone habitats. During the bfeeding season it is invariably
found near conifers. Sutton found the species nesting in a tamarack--black
spruce muskeg along the south side ofLClear lake. The earliest migrants
arrive in the park about the middle of May énd a few scattered examples
were recorded up to September 20. Diminution of numbers indicates most of

the birds quit the plateau in late August and early September.

140. ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER. Vermivora celata (Say).

A few of these warblers were seen daily in lete May and esarly
June, 1941, from lLake Audy north to Kennice Creek and in the area drained
by.Swanson Creek and Whirlpool River. A specimen was collected at uppef
Vermilion River on May 2l of the same season. Taverner secured an adult
female at Riding Moﬁntain on‘August 17, 1921.

141. NASHVILLE WARBLER. Vermivora ruficapilla (Wilson).

Fair numbers of this species were recorded during most summer
visgits to‘the park, wheré they displayed a decided preference for lowland
coniferoﬁs Woods and esgpeclially for fully developed black spruce -~ tamarack
swamps and mﬁskegs. It doubﬁless nests wherever found at this season. Its
period 6f residence in the park is from about the second week of liay until
mid-Septembér. During exceptionally warm autumns a few may linger a little
léter.

142, YELLOW WARBLER. Dendroica petechia (Linnaeus).

At;all seasgsons this species was decidedly scarce on most of the
plaﬁeau, both as a migrént and as & summer resident. It was scmewhat
commoner well down on the eastern escarpment and in deciduous woods at lower
elevations to the south. A few scattered examples were recorded in early

June and mid-summer from Clear lake to Lake Audy, where they may be regarded
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as scarce breeders.

. 142. MAGNOLIA WARBLER. Dendroica magnolia (Wilson).

As a summer resident this species occurs only casually, and
in small numbers, but it is more plentiful than D. petechia. Its general
distribution in the park was notably erratic and spotty in widely
_separate& stands of lowland conifers. The birds arrive during the third
week of May and most of them depart in late august or early September.
later stragglers are sometimes noted.

144, CAPE MAY WARBLER. Dendroica tigrina (Gmelinj.

Taverner and Sutton listed this species as an undommon migrant.
This was confirmed hy personal observation, as the species was seen in only
- one locality: +three singing males on June 3 and 4, 1941, at Swanson Creek.

145. MYRTLE WARBLER. Dendroica coronata (Linnaeus).

During migration these warblers pass through the parkyin large
numbers. As summer residents, however, they are thinly dispersed§ they
are aboutfas common as magnolia warblers, although locally the re may be
somewﬁat more of ﬁhem. Qf the swarms that pass over the plateau in spring,
obviously only a.very few remain to nest. The main spring migration reaches
the park in late April or early lMay. OCn the return journey they are
usually most abundant during the third week of September and a few days of
Getober.

146, BLACK-THRUATED GREEN WARBLER. Dendroica virens (Gmelin).

This species was not found on Riding lMountain until 1941 when the
writer located a singing male at Swanson Creek on June 4. During the following
yeartit was a pleasant experience to find it again in the park. Between July
14 and 16, three singing males and one female were observed in the Swanson
Creek area and in the vicinity of Rowland lake. There is no definite évidence

of breeding, but the circumstances clearly point to nesting in the above
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localities. ianifestly, only a few of the birds spend the summer on the

plateau,

147, BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER. Dendroica fuseca (Muller).

These warblers are fairly common in coniferous tracts thfoughout
the summer. They are visibly more numerous during migration in late May
and  early June and agéin in late August and e arly September, indicating
that many pass the summer farther north.

148. CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER. Dendroica pensylvanica(Linnseus).

A few breed locally on Riding Mountain, but they cannot be
regarded as generally‘commbn. Taverner and Sutton speak of the species as
being numercus in the area south of Clear lLake. They appeared to be abéent
in much of the country covered in summer investi gations. The period of
summer'z'-esidence9 for most of the species, extends from late May ﬁntil late
August and'early September. Bvidently they are not very commoﬁ as migrants.

149. BLACK-POLL WARBIER. Dendroica striata (Forster).

The writer observed these warblers only during the spring migration
of 1941. Several were seen dally along the upper Vermilion River, May 29 to
Qune l, and a single example was observed at Swanson Creek on June &. These
are the oniy records for the park., The species evidently does noﬁ riest on
the plateau and is very scarce even as a migrant.

150, PINE WARBLER. Dendroica pinus (Wilson).

Four observations of males of this species were made in the
Swanson Creek—whirlpool River area between July 14 and 18, 1942. 4s tley
were in well separated locations, they were thought to be four different
birds. The species had not formerly bsen recorded in the park. It was
first located cunly by the songs of the males which consist of weak, simple

trills not unlike those of the chipping sparrow, or slate-coloured junco,



-k S

but readily distinguishable when well known. The species is undaubtedly
rare and local in the park éé itgwas never again observed.

151. PALM WARBLER. Dendroica palmarum (Gmelin).

This species is not known to nest in the park, but it is
relatively common over wide areas during the height of the migrations in
the latter part of May and the third week of September. Smaller numbers
;emain on the plateau in springvuntil early June, and in autumn until
the beginning of Qctober. They'may be locally abundant for a day or two
érbund Septembef 20.

152, OVENBIRD. Seiurus aurocapillus {(Linnaeus).

This is a fairly common summer resident, especially in the
southern portion of the plateau, both in Transition and in Canadian Zone
habitéts. Fewer are cbserved in the dense timber of eastern and northern
sectors. The times of arrival and departure are approximately the third

week of llay and the first week of September.

153, WATER-THRUSH. Seiurus noveboracensis (Gmelin).
" The water-thrush was nowhere noted by the’writer in summer, but
it was often observed in late lay and early June. The National Museum has

two speciméns taken on the mountain on august 18, 1921, and August 11, 1928.

154. CONNECTICUT WARBLEK. Oporornis azilis (Wilson).

This is one of the rarest warblers over lhe‘whole plateaﬁ. A
few remain to nest, but théy are scarce and very localized during summer.
They are most numercus in late ilay and early June and again in late Augﬁst
énd early September. During investigation in different seasons not one
was observed.

155; MOURNING WARBLER. Oporornis philadelphia (Wilson).

This warbler is locally diStributed a8 a moderately common summer

resident in tangles of shrubbery and balsam poplar along the margins of lakes
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and streams. It cccurs in both Transition and Canadian Zone habitats
but tends to favour the latter. Its time of arrival is approximately
May 28 and it departs during the last few days of august. 4 few may
farry until early September.

156. YELILOW-THROAT. Geothlypis trichas (Linnaeus).

These distinctive singers reagh the park during the third
week of lMay and a good many of them remain to breed. Favourite habitats
are swampj lowlands grown to willows and alders, near streams and marshes.
In some localities the birds are common. They are noticeably more numerous
from Clear lake west than in the eastérn part of the plateau. Appérently
most of them migrate from the park before mid-September.

157. WILSON'S WARBLER. Wilsonia pusilla (Wilson).

This warbler was listed by Taverner and Sutton with the remarks:
"4 common migrant, especially in the spring. Favors willow or alder shrubbery
and may often be seen along the south shore of Clear lake". It was not
observed in the park by the writer.

158, CANADA WARBLER. Wilsonia canadensis (Linnaeus).

According to the records, this is a rare warbler in the park
where it was seldom observed in migration and never in summer. In this
latitude it appears to migrate chiefly during late May and late august.

. 159. AMERICAN REDSTART. Setophaga ruticilla (Linnaeus).

Redstarts were often seen in June and July from 1936 to 1940.
In late May, 1941, they were noted frequently in the country northward from
Lake Audy to kennice Creek and two were observed at Swanson Creek on June 3.
They are definitely known tb nest in open balsam poplar woods along the
south shore of Clear lake. The species becomes more plentiful during the
height of the migrations about mid-May and during late August or early

" September.,
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160. BOBOLIWK. Dolichonyx oryzivorus (Linnaeus).

A few pairs occur on the lake Audyvplains where they were seesn
at various times between 1926 and 1946. As far as ascertained, this is
the only locality within the park where the species occurs during the
summer. It is much more numerous on the‘lowland prairies to the south.

161, WESTERN MEADOWLARK. Sturnella neglecta audubon.

These birds were seen several times on the prairie between
Kennicé Creek and upper Vermilion River during late llay and early June,
1941, During the same period scattered individuals were observed on
the prairie east of Lake audy. As the birds remain for the summer they
unquestionably breed on these gfasslandso kast of Lake audy, several
were noted up to Oectober 4, 1941.

162. YELILOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD, Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. {(Bonaparte].

This species was not founrd within the park by the writer, but
small breeding colonies were seen in the vicinity of the southern boundary.
That it occurs in the park is evident from the report by Taverner and Sutton
who stated that the species was a casual migrant or visitor to the larger
marshes, but that no resident or breeding population had been reported.

163. RED-WINGED BL4ACKBIRD. Agelaius phoeniceus (Linnaeus).

]

The familiar "red-wing" is a common summer resident in southern
and western park localities, especially where there are extensive marshes.
It is more than usually plentiful ir the marshes at Clear, Audy, and
' Whitewater lakes. A few breed along marsh-bordered streams. The main
migration arrives in the latter part of april, when ice disappears from
the lakes, and stragglers remain until the end of 3eptember or a little

later. Conspicuous flocks are seen in late summer and early autunn.
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164, BALTIMORE ORIOLE. Icterus =zalbula (Liannaeus).

iny a few orioles are summer residents in the bark, although
the species is well represenfea in deciduous woods in low country to the
east and south. Only two pairs were observedy‘one near Clear lake and
the other at Lake audy. On several summer visits to the park it was not
observed.

165. RUSTY BLACKBIRD. Ruphagus carolinus (Muller).

Locally abundant during time s of migration, these blackbirds
occur only sparingly in summer. Host of those observed at this period
were in the partly wooded country from Clear Lake to lake audy.  They
reach Riding Mountain about mid-April, most of them migrating northward a
little later. They are very common in the latter half of September,
chiefly in flocks, some of which contain several hundreds. A few may stay
on the plateau until early COctober.

166. BREWER'S BLACKBIRD. Huphagus cyanocephalus (Wagler).

In some southern park localities this species is not dncommon
during the summer, but over large arecas east and north of Clear lake,
.
it is scarce or absent. Its arrival date on the plateau is about April
20. It is somewhat commoner in the autumn, but is outnumbered by the

rusty blackbird at that season. The latest record is of several seen

at Kennice Creek on Gctober 1, 1941.

167. BRONZED GRACKLE. guiscalus versicolor Vieillot.

This species is a summer resident in moderate numbers at various
places in the southern part of the park. For the most part it is very
localized and is absent from most of the country. - Examples were seen more
regularly at WaSagaming and the nearby golf codrse'than elsewhere, but

they were also noted on several occasions westward to Jackfish Creek,
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Vermilion River, and lLake Audy. arrival and departure dates on the plateau
are roighly the third week of April and late September, respectively.

168. COWBIRD. Wolothrus ater (Boddaert).

A more or less common summer resident throughout the park, the
cowbird arrives in the lattér part of april. It is élearly more numerous
in the semi-open, south-central part than anywhere east and north. None was
recorded after late Augzust, but a few may tarry on the plateau until a
little later date.

"169. ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAKL. Pheucticus ludovicianus (Linnaeus).

The general scarcity of this species indicates that it is an
uncommon summer resident of the park. 0Un several visits it was not recorded,
The few observed were in fhe area between Swanson Creek and Lake .udy and
-north to fennice Creek, where deciducus woods predominated. vThe period o;
residence appears to extend from late lay until late August or eariy
September. 6

o

170. ZXEVENING GROSBBAK. Hesperiphona vespertina (Coopef).

For many years it was thought that this species was only an
;irregular migrant and winter visitor on Ridiﬁg Mountain. When a few were
observed in coniferous woods along the upper reaches of Swanson Creek in
early June, 1941, they were regarded as late migrants. However, in 1942
several were seen daily in fhe same general area in‘mid—July - good,
circumstantial evidence that they had nested in the'area.

None was recorded during the autumn. The species is obviously
very scarce in the park.

171. (fURPLE FINCH. Carpodacus purpureus (Gemlin). °

An infrequent summer resideht, the purple finch is noticeably
most numerous in spring and autumn. It was most frequently recorded in

the heaviest and most continuous spruce forest of eastern and nor thern areas.
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Spring arrivals first reach the park iﬁ late april, becoming much more
plentifui in May. Evidently most of the species hés left by late
September. The latest record is for one seen near Lake Audy on October
21, 1938.

172. PINE GROSBEAK. Pinicola enuclsator {Linnaeus).

This species occurs as an early spring and autumn migrant and
winter visitor. It was rarely seen even during the early and late periods
of investigation, which did hot include the winter months. Most‘of those
recorded were near Edwards lLake and along the north slope of the mountain
from Cctober 27 to November 2, 1940.

173. COMMON REDPOLL. acanthis flammea (Linnaeus).

These birds were observed in the park only from October 29
to November 1, 1940, when flocks ﬁere resorting dailly to whit e birches at
Bdwards Lake and Creek. Doubtless they became more abundant later in the
autumn and during the winter months.

174, PINE SISKIN. Spinus pinus (Wilson).

Fair numbers of siskins reside on the plateau throighout the
summer, invariably near stands of conifers, where they nest, Spring migrants
evidently arrive in the latter part of april, and soon begin nesting; small
flocks of wanderers (to some extent post-breeding) were frequently seen in
late May and well into June. MNMuch country in which siskins were scarce or
absent was traversed in summer. In the latter part of September the species
was again much more in evidence, and numerous flocks were seen in spruce forest.
A few, singly or in small flocks, were noted in the Edwards Lake locality as
late as Qctober 30.

175. GOLDFINCH. Spinus tristis (Linnaeus).

Common summer residents, these birds were geen in pairs or small
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flocks, during all visits to the park at that season. By late liay they were
common ‘enough to be obsefved frequently. «s the season advanced, flocking
was less in evidence and there was increased segregation and dispersal.
Roving flocks were azain a familiar sight cduring late sumer and autuun.
Latest record was for several seen a few niles north of Lake audy on

October 4, 1945.

176,  wHITh-aIliuD CROSSBILL. woxia leucoptera Gmeliin.

Several sma11 grougs of" these birds were observed at Bdwards Lake
and along the northern sloupe of the mountaiﬁ‘from Uctober 28 to 30, 1940.
The species.had~not previously been found in the park; and to date there is
+'no Otherlrecord.

177. GaAVAWIAH SPARROW. Passerculus sendwichensis (Gmelin).

This sparrow is commonly dispersed in suitable lowland habitats
throughout the park, where it breeds. During nid-summer it was noted in
meadows at Whirlpooi River; Clear lake; Jackfish, Kénnice, and whitewater
Creeks; and at lake Audy énd other places in the'wgst. The species normally
-inhabits the plateau from early lMay until about mid-September. During some

"seasons it is still fairly common for an additional week or ten days.

178,  LECONTK'S SPARROW. Passerherbulus caudacutus (Lathan).

The distribution of this species is sparing and very localized
during summer. Uwing t0 its shyness and weak voice, it may easily be
7ovériooked. In June and July of 1936, l938,_andf1940, a few were seen in
marshes at Clear and audy Lakes where undoubtedly it nests; equally gzood
potential breeding areas occur farther west. uxact data are lacking, but
very probably the species resides in the park from at least nid-ilay until

mid-September.
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179. NELSON'S SPARROW. Ammospiza caudacuta {Gmelin).

This species was not seen by the writer in the park although
closely watched for,  Taverner and Sutton list it, but without a definite
statement of occurrence in the park, or of the locality involved., In
view of the specialized field work conducted by Sutton at Clear Lake, it
is probable that a specimen was taken in that area. Anbther'likely
locality is lLake Audy. |

180. VESFER SPARROW. Pooecetes gramineus. (Gmelin)n"'

This species occurs sparingly all summer on: prairie trécts in
the Lake audy district, north to Kennice Creek and upper Vermilion>River.
Average time of arrival is probably about May 1, and of depgrture; the third
week of September. 4 single example was noted near Kennice Creek as late

-ag October 1, 1941, and at the Lake audy plain on October 4, 1945.

181, SLATE-COLOURED JUNCO. Junco hyemalis (Linnaeus).

| A common summer resident, this species nests in both Transition
and Canadian Zone habitats. It is most numerous, however, in éreas'of
mixedwood forest. Iigrants reach the park about the second week of April,
most of them going farther north to nest. They are again fairly plentiful
by the latter half of September, reaching maximum abundance about the 25thf
of that month. Sfragglers remain until at least the second week of Uctober.

182, TREE SPARROW. Spizella arborea (Wilson).

Large numbers of these sparrows migrate through the park during
spring and autumn, The spring migration begins in early April, and most
of the birds have disappeared en route to Hﬁdsonian 4one nesting sites by
early lay. A few indivi duals have usually renappeafed by October 1 and the
gpecies again becanes common two or three weeks later; scattered examples

remain on the plateau until early November.
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18%, CHIPPING SPARROW. Svpizella passerina (Bechstein).

This is a fairly common summer resident in eastern areas, but
less numerous westward from Clear lLake. In the spring it may be expected
by about lay 10, the population gradually building up and then diminishing
as most of the migration continues northward. The population is again
increased by small flocks in the latter part of August and early September,
after which the birds move off the plateau to the south.

184, CLAY-COLOURED SPARROW. Spizella pallida (Swainson).

This pale little sparrow is a fairly common inhabitant of the
brushy grasslands and small prairies in the soqth—central‘part of the park.
It probably breeds more commonly in the larger open tracts farther west.
Spring migrants reach the area about the second week in May and are well
established by the end of the month. Ilost autumn departures appear to
take place from late iugust to early September, but stragglers, gradually
fewer in number, were noted up to October 4.

185, HARRIS'S SPARROW. “onotrichia guerula (Nuttall).

This is one of the most abundant of migrants in the area under
review. DNormally, the first and principal wave of the spring migration
dccurs during thé third week of iay and lasts for only a few days. In
duration and numbers, even at the peak, it is inferior to the southward
autunn movement. Swarms of the birds invade the plateau during the latter
half of September. The aggregate gradually diminishes in late September
and early CGctober and the last stragglers are seen usually about October 10.

186, WHITE~-CROWWED SPARROW. scnotrichia leucophrys (Forster).

Based on the writer's field records, this species occurs as an
irregular and very rare migrant that was observed only once, when a few were

seen with Harris's sparrows at sennice Creek on Uctober 1 and 2, 1941, and
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an immature male was collected. Taverner and Sutton refer to‘it simply as

a spring and autumn migrant.

187. ‘WHITE—THROATED SRARROW. Zonotrichia albicollis (Gmelin)f

This species is very characteristig of the nofthéfn>wildernsss
and is a common breeder on Kiding Mountain infmixedwood forest and spruce-
tamaracx bogs. ~Migranté reach the bark early in lay, many passing on
nofthward. ’The population is greatly increaééd by'ébuéﬂbound migrants in
the latter half of September. Peak numberé are reached about the 20th of
that month. The species is then in close assbciatidh with 4. guerula, and
gradually decreases in number and finally disappears in much’the same way
as the latter species. |

188. FOX SPARROW.. Passerella iliaca (Merrem)-.

Only a very few of these birds migrate'through the park either
“in spring or autumn. During most periods of investigation not a single
represéntative was observed. Spring migration occurs about mid -April

and autumn migration during the latter part of September.

189. LINCOLN'S SPARRCOW. lMelospiza 1inqolnii (Audubonj.

| This is a spring and autumn migrant rarely :eéorded
anywhere in the park. It was never seen in summer; although in many places
conditions are very favourable for nesting. The posSibility that it may)
breed in the park was suggested by the presence of several singing males
in typiéal‘breeding habitats in the Kéghice Creek - upper Vefmilion River
country during late llay and early June, 1941. Usual times of migration
in this latitude are about the second week of lay and mid-September.

190. SWilMP SPARROW. ilelospiza seorsiana (Latham).

A common and widely distributed species on Riding Mountain, this
sparrow arrives in late April or early lay. It breeds regularly along

- practically all streams and lakes where there are suitablebswampy habitats.
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The main autumn flight appears to tage place arocund mid-September, .but in
some tracts the birds continue to he fairly numerous until late September
or early Uctober. OUn October 10, 1946, tWQ were seen a§ Whitewaper ;ake,
the latest avzilable record for the park. | | |

191. SONG 5PaRROW. llelospiza melodia (wilson)f

lhese pleasing singers are found almost e%e;&whére aléng lakes
and streams throughout the summer. Uwing to their distinctivé and melodious
song, the males are readily located aﬁd SO are among thevmqre>familiaf
breedinz birds of the rezion. Average time of arrival is dﬁring fhe third
week of lay. withdrawal is gradual in the'latter part of Ceptember, with

records of belated individuals extending into early Uctober.

192. LarlalD LONGS?UR. Calcarigs lapponicus’ (Linnaeus).

A flock of these lqnéépurs was%fopscrved on September 21, 1940,
flying over open grassiands about ﬁﬁreé miles north of Lake audy. These
are the only ones sg far recorded within the‘park, which is surprising in
viéw of the fact that thousands may be seeh.on the adjacent lowlands to
the east and south during late September and most of October. It would
normally be ant;cipated that large numbers'would fl; over Riding Mountain

at that time.’

193. ONOW BUWTING. Plectrophenax nivalis (Linnaéus).

The first park record was of a small group observed by the
writer on Gctober 21, 1938, on the lake audy plains. a4 pair was seen at
Bdwards Lake on Qctober 29, 19240, and a small flock at Whitewater Lake
on Qctober 5,(1946. Hvidently the species is only a casual migrant in
the park, despite its abundance on the nearby lowland plains from late
October until early ilay. *Possibly a larger number visit the plateau

during the winter months.
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Fige 1 Admnixture of prairie and coniferous forest
conditions east of Fawn Lake near headwaters
of Vermilion River. September 20, 1940.

Fig. 2 Characteristic Canadian vLife Zone conditions
at Moon lake. September 21, 1940.



Fig. 2. Transition Life Zone conditions on an
isolated prairie tract north of Lake Audy.
Sentember 21, 1940.

a few miles north of Clear Lake,
September 23, 1940,
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Fig. 5.
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Immature bald eagle resting in aspen
poplar. September 23, 1940.

Typical coniferous forest on northern slope
of Riding Mountain along Dauphin Road.
October 28, 1940.



Fig. 7. Nest and egzss of red-necked grebe at
Lake Audy. June 1, 1941.

FTig. 8. Intrusion of dilute Transition Zone
elements into northern coniferous forest
on upper waters of Whirlpool River.

June 5, 1941.
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lakes to the westward. On June 2, 1941, several were noted at South Lake.
Small flocks were fairly common at lLake Audy on Uctober 3 and 4, 1945.

62, WHITE-KUMPED SANDPIPER. Erolia fuscicollis (Vieillot).

Thig is evidently a rare and irregular transient in the park,
being seen in some years, but not in others. Several were noted at South
Lake on June 3, 1941, in association with pectoral, Baird's,and semipalmated
sandpipers. This was the first record for the park and no guore were seen.

64. BAIRD'S S4NDPIPER. Erolia bairdii {(Coues).

This is an uncommon migrant. The only ones obgerved by the.
writer in the park were at South Lake on June 3, 1941.

65. LEAST SANDPIPER. Erolia minutilla (Vieillot) .

Undoubtedly this is a rare and erratic transient in the park -
as it was not obsgerved there byithe writer. Taverner and Sutton mention
the species as a migrant, more common in the autumn.

66. DOWITCHER. Limnodromus griseus (Gmelin).

This species is seldom dbserved on the plateau and was not listed
by Taverner and Sutton. On the morning of June 3, 1941, three were seen
feeding in shallow water near the north end of South lake where several other
species of waders were similarily engaged. The next and last record was for
a single individual noted at lake Audy, October 3, 1945.

67. SEMIPAIMATED SANDPIPER. «reunetes pusillus (Linnaeus).

. The first record for this species in the park was made June 3, 1941,
when a number were identified along the north shore of South Lake. They are
unquestionably rare transients on the plateau, as they were not seen again.

68. SANDERLING. Crocethia alba (Pallas).

This species was not observed on Riding Mountain until June 4, 1641,

when one was seen feeding along the south shore of Clear lLake a short distance

©

west of Wasagaming. On October 3 and 4, 1945, several small flocks were
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