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FOREWORD

THE AREA dealt with in this paper lies
in the {reeless, semi-arid plains of south-
eastern Alberta. The {vpe of environment
represented is tvpical of a wide expanse of
territory on the Missouri drainage in Canada
extending {rom approximalely Big »Muddy
Lake, Saskafchewan, west fo the foothills of
the Rocky Mountains. The faunal aggregate is
essentiallv simple, consisting of relatively few
species, but some of these abound in indivi-
duals.

In the following pages, the various indigen-
ous species listed are fairly representative of
the characteristic shorlgrass plains comprising
a4 very large part of southern Alberta. Some
members of the regional fauna not detected in
the park are known fo occur widely in sur-
rounding couniry. Owing to the period when
investigations were conducied, only summer
resident birdlife is {reated; many additional
species are certain to occur during spring and
and aulumn migrations. In addifion, an ob-
vious weakness exists with respect lo water
birds. Were the park to contain feeding and
breeding walers, the ornithological properties
of the area would be greally enriched thereby,
as the Great Plains ordinarily possess a marked
attraction for ducks and shore-birds in large
numbers where suitable sloughs and lakes
occur.

Wildlife observations were carried out at
Nemiskamn National Park only at the height
ot summer. The more important resulls were
obtained during the latter part ol June., 1941
The actual park dala are supplemented in the
writer's experience by many months of field
! This park was cancelled by legislation adopted during

the 1946-47 session of Porliament. The present obser-

vations were made and the manuscript written prior
to the annulment of the park.
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work, since 1927, in areas of southern Alberta,
relatively near by, which possess a practically
identical biotic complex.

The area is easily reached by various roads
connecting with the Provincial highway sys-
tem. From the north the wesl gate is most
readily accessible from gravelled Highway No.
3 by driving south from Bow Island on the
road to the village of Nemiskam. Alterna-
tively, one may proceed north from Nemiskam
on the main secondary road that runs from
Stirling to KEtzikom, and Manyberries. The
facility with which the park can be reached
by these routes will be conditioned by Lhe
weather, as all immediate approaches are over
earth roads which become {emporarily useless
during heavy rains. Park trails are of the
same general nature, bul, as they run over
virgin sod. do nol disintegraie in the same
manner as graded earth roads.

My thanks are due {o Edwin Matthews,
Park Warden, who kindly assisted 1ne in
many ways while T was conducting the in-
vesiigations and afterwards took the {rouble
to supply by mail certain faunal information
thal olherwise would nol have been obtained.
It is also a pleasure to acknowledge the kind
assistance of Dr. R. M. Anderson, National
Museum of Canada, Otfawa, who sub-speci-
fically determined {he small mammals eol-
lected in the park. If may be stated, also,
that his receni{ publicalion, Catalogue of Can-
adian Recent Mammals. 1946, has been fol-
lowed wilth respec( {o the nomenclature and
sequence of species of quadrupeds (reated
in this paper.

With respect fo the nomenclature eof birds,
the American Ornithologists’ Union Check-List
of North American Birds, Fourth Edition. 1931,
has been followed. {ogether with the succeed-
ing Nine‘eenth to Twenty-second Supplements,
inclusive.
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